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TO THE 

LOCAL PREACHERS 

OF 

WESLEYAN METHODISM: 

A BODT OF MEN, LONG DISTINQUISHED FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY 
ZEAL, AND ABUNDANT LABOURS TO PROMOTE THE WORK OF GOD 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN; WHOSE VERT DISINTERESTED AND 
INVALUABLE SERVICES IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, ENTITLE THEM 
TO THE AFFECTION AND CONFIDENCB OF ALL WHO LOVE THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST : 
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OF AN EMINENTLY HOLY AND USEFUL 

LOCAL PREACHER, 

WHO, THOUGH HE COMMENCED HIS CAREER LATE IN LIFE, AND HAD 

TO STRUGGLE WITH GREAT DISCOURAGEMENTS, YET BY DINT 

OF PERSEVERANCE AND THE POWER OF PRAYER, 

"PREVAILED WITH GOD AND WITH MEN," 

WHEREVER HE LABOURED IN THE SPIRITUAL VINEYARD : 
ARE VERY RESPECTFULLY 

DEDICATED, 

HOPING THAT THEY WILL SUPPLY— TO THE YOUNGER MEMBERS OF 

THE BODY ESPECIALLY— A BTDniLUS, GUIDE, AND 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO TREAD IN HIS STEPS, AND 

"FOLLOW HIM AS HE ALSO FOLLOWED CHRIST.** 



PEEFACE TO THE FIEST EDITION. 



The gallery of Biographical Portraits possessed by 
the Wesleyan Church is ah'eady wealthy, and yet its 
treasures are continually increasing — a fact which 
cannot be recognized without gratitude to God, and 
great satisfaction on the part of all who pray for the 
prosperity and perpetuation of a living Christianity ; 
for no better proof can be supplied that God is still in 
the midst of his people, than that " when a standard- 
bearer fainteth," other holy, zealous, self-denying men, 
are raised up to grasp the falling banner, and bear it 
on to further victories. Wealth of this sort is wealth 
indeed, and the more of it the better. And may there 
ever be such accessions to it, as those which have been 
supplied during the last ^ye and twenty years. 

That the unpretending peasant-preacher of Tetford, 
should be proposed for a place in this gallery of 
renown, will not be objected to by those, who admit 
the claims of great personal merit, and who earnestly 
desire to promote entire personal consecration to the 
service of God, and to witness the conversion of mul- 
titudes of sinners. The crying want of the times is 
men of (!Jharles Eichardson's stamp ; they are wanted 
everywhere, in towns and villages, schools and pulpits. 
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in philauthropic enterprises, and in all aggressive 
religious movements. Many things requisite for the 
accomplishment of a great spiritual work in the world, 
are undoubtedly possessed by the Wesleyan, and other 
churches in the present day ; and only let men of 
much personal sanctity, and "power with God," go 
forth to " speak with the enemies in the gate," and 
"the battle is the Lord's" ! Jehovah-nissi, will 
speedily lead his hosts to the conquest of the world 
for Christ. And this volume is sent forth with the 
hope and prayer, that some may be stirred up— while 
they gaze upon the portraiture it contains — ^to emu- 
late the piety and devotedness of the fallen soldier of 
the cross, the story of whose life it tells. 

The labour of preparing these memoirs has been 
considerable, but ib has been a means of grace ; and 
if those who read, are only spiritually refreshed, and 
stimulated to the maintenance of a holy life, the toils 
and risks of publication will be sufficiently repaid. 

Bespecting the form, in which Mr. Richardson's 
labours are presented to the public, it may just be 
said, that the simplest has been deemed the best, and 
the most likely to inspire confidence : his own free 
and artless communications, to her who shared so 
largely in all his sympathies and aspirations, furnish a 
more condensed, and accurate representation of his 
achievements, than could be otherwise supplied ; and 
serve to reveal the man, his motives, manner of life, 
and extraordinary usefulness, better than had they 
been melted down and cast into some other shape. 
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Many friends have afforded valuable assistance, and 
a few of them are respectfully mentioned in the body 
of the memoirs : to these, and others, whose names do 
not appear, and particularly to the Rev. Robert Bond, 
the Rev. Henry Richardson, Mr. Gough, and Mr. 
Coates, the most sincere thanks are here presented 
for their kindness. 

In conclusion, it is due to Mrs. Richardson and her 
family to say, that they have laid all who may read 
this book with profit, under personal obligations, by 
the readiness with which 'they have co-operated with 
the writer, and the cheerfulness with which they have 
8upi)lied everything in their possession, likely to con- 
tribute to the interest and completeness of the 
volume. 



J. E. C. 



WORTLBY, NEAR LEEDS, 

December 15t/i, 1866. 



PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITIOK 



The favour with which the first edition of this 
biography has been received, is highly gratifying and 
encouraging : the whole fifleen hundred volumes it con- 
tained having been brought up during the first month of 
publication ; and this cheaper issue is now sent forth in 
the hope, that it will be the means of more widely 
diffusing, the influence of an example so remarkable for 
piety towards God, and usefulness amongst men. 

Yery many communications from near and distant 
parts have been spontaneously supplied, expressive of 
the beneficial impressions produced by the perusal of 
these memorials. Local preachers especially have 
warmly espressed their obligations for the encourage- 
ment and counsels they contain, and it is particularly 
with a view to their more extensive circulation amongst 
these invaluable brethren that this second edition has 
been prepared. 

The opportunity of another issue has been employed 
to make a few necessary alterations : here and there a 
paragraph has been remoulded : a little additional 
matter has been introduced : several names and dates 
have been given more accurately ; but substantially 
this edition is the same as the first, although the 
volume does not contain quite so many pages. 

Many testimonies have been sent in by Ministers 
and others, as to the correctness of the personal por- 
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traiture, and the records which the book contains ; and 
as it is not infrequently intimated, that all biographies 
are one-sided and partial delineations of character, it 
may serve to establish public confidence in the reli- 
ability of the representations herein given, to produce a 
few extracts. One member of Mr. Richardson's family 
writes: "I could scarcely have expected the memorials 
to be prepared in such a style, knowing the materials you 
had tp work with." Another : " The more we read the 
book, the more it seems like our beloved father, and 
the more like conversing with him again : and aa to the 
portrait it contains, we think it the best that has come 
out" A minister whose acquaintance with Mr. R. 
extended over many year^, says : " I am pleased with 
the book as an honest portraiture of an honest and 
very good man." Another minister, who knew him 
thoroughly, says : " The character of Charles is clearly 
drawn." Another : " I am much pleased with the 
volume, it is a faithful portraiture," &a And another, 
who was his intimate friend for nearly a quarter of a 
century, says of the work, " It has my unqualified 
approbation," dbc. 

For the glory of God, the preparation of these 
memorials was at the first undertaken— «t great per- 
sonal inconvenience ; but if this reprint is productive 
of as much good as has been already accomplished, there 
will be an ample recompence. 

J. R C. 

WOBTLET, flEAR LEEDS. 

Easter Mondaij, 1866. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Goodnesg and greatness-^Great and gracious men —Good men great 
benefactora — British peasants —Where God finds great men — The 
Lincohishire peasantry — Methodism in the Fen coimtry — Mr. 
Richardson's birth-place — Parentage and family connections — 
An unjust tradesman — Filial piety and its reward — An useful lad 
— The stuff a boy is made of— Different kinds of schools— Educa- 
tion with or without schools — Self -education and the home school 
— What household religion can do— Consequences of neglecting 
it— A pair of Northern farmers — Tennyson the poet — God's pro- 
vidence at the "statutes"— Rustic youth at a fair— Tetford— A 
Methodist Tetford farmer—The fear of the Lord in youth— The 
Rev. Zach. Taft — Mrs. Taft — A Tetford revival — Matthew 
Cunningham, of Scartho— Mr. Fox— A plough-boy seeking God's 
pardon— Bethel in a bed-room — Class-meetings the place for new 
converts— A well disposed youth improved —Joseph Bell led to 
Jesus — Not all gold that glitters — Married and mended, or 
marred for life— Ann Smith's conversion — Charles and his bride 
— lines on marriage, by Massinger. . Pages 1-25 



CHAPTER II. 

A man worthy of honour — Something better than genius — How a 
man's fortune is of his own making — Seventeen years of silence — 
Mr. Bourne, of Ashby Puerorum -Good manners of a Methodist 
peasant— A virtuous peasantry the nation's joy— The last of the 
Lincolnshire thrashers — Mr. Andrew Meikle, of 1785 — Hood's 
laboiiring man — A jack of all trades — A clergyman's testimony — 
Mr. Barton, of Sutton — A working man seeking knowledge 
— Religion and mental culture — Dr. Adam Clarke — A Christmas 
Pentecost — Mr. Austin, of Louth— A midnight prayer-meeting — 
Mr. Richardson attains entire sancf^^ification —Results of being 
filled with the Spirit— How to mend old Methodists— Was made 



Xll CONTENTS. 

a class -leader — Why class-meetings are unpopular — First 
thoughts about preaching -The conversion of a friend— Zeal for 
the salvation of sinners — A plergyman holding prayer-meetings 
— Methodism and Sunday-schools — A well-spent Sabbath at 
home — ^Valueof a chapel near home— Many ways of usefulness — 
First appearance in the pulpit — Mr. Appleyard, of Tetford — 
Success of Mr. Richardson's first sermon — A Methodist preacher's 
credentials — Happy death of a young master — Thrashing ex- 
changed for woolwinding — Good servants and masters — Lines 
byPollok. Pages 26-51 

CHAPTER III. 

Ministers working for their living — Methodism and lay-men— Use- 
fulness of local preachers —Pay for preaching —Love for Wesleyan 
ministers - The physical labours of local preachers —Thrashing 
and thinking— Mr. Grood, of Great Grimsby — A slop surplice for 
bam preaching— Never tired — A preacher for peasants — His first 
black coat — A peasant, God's ambassador— A farm-house mid- 
night meeting — A Tetford lovefeast — A prophet honoured at 
home— Effects of Christian consistency — Rising popularity as a 
preacher — Preaching toils and illness — Care of Providence in 
time of sickness— A sceptical doctor's good advice— How to deal 
with boys — Mr. Riggall, of Gayton— Mr. Fletcher, of Scamblesby 
— How to leave a blessing behind you — Religion connected with 
business— Woolwinding and winter labours — None of the best 
potatoes — The value of a good name — Lines by Beaimiont and 
Fletcher. 62-71 



CHAPTER IV. 

First labours as an itinerant evangelist— Instances of usefulness — 
Striking conversions — Ecclesiastical irregularities — Prudent 
administration of discipline — Exceptional cases and what they 
mean — Anxious for Divine guidance — Personal qualifications for 
usefulness— The Rev. George Cubitt— The pursuit of knowledge 
— Mr. Wesley's round preachers — Early characteristics of an 
evangelist— Dr. Bunting -Natural and artistic rhetoric — Becomes 
a speaker at misssionary-meetings — Lincolnshire missionary con- 
tributions — ^An honourable fellowship— Increasing popularity — 
Opens many new chapels — The way to get a good collection 
—Sermons for special occasions — Prayer the source of pulpit 
power— Cowper's Praying Preacher. .... 72-87 



CONTENTS. Xin 



CHAFrER V. 



First labours as an evangelist at Grimsby in 1836— Subsequent 
flourishing state of the Grimsby circuit — Its material and finan- 
cial progress — Good news for a Methodist wife — A voyage on 
{he Humber — ^Waltham chapel opened— Personal recollections 
in 1836— Great prosperity in the Spilsby circuit— Large acces- 
sion of members in 1839- Binbrook in the Market Basen circuit 
— Begins to labour in the Boston circuit— Laiige increase in the 
Societies there- -Formation of the Wainfleet circuit— I>etails of 
good done at Boston — Sermon for the r^ef of the starving Irish 
— Mr. Robert Hubbert — Estimate of Mr. Richardson — What a 
preacher ought td be— A Pauline Preacher, by Cowper. 88-06 



CHAPTER VI. 

True soldiers of the cross always victorious — Mr. Richardson's 
success in the Barton-upon-Humber circuit — Conversions at East 
Halton — Prayer-meeting scenes— A farmer and Noah's ark- -A 
widow and her three children — Over a hundred at the penitent 
bench — The praying gardener— Labours in Cambridgeshire — 
Conversions at Wisbeach and Spalding— Ingomells— Missionary- 
meetings at Outwell— New chapel at Holbeach Marsh — A young 
man and his wife at Elton— Engagements at Spalding and Eye 
—Strong for work and plenty of it -Mr. Coates, of Laceby— The 
haunted house — Visit to the Lincoln circuit in 1842— Results of 
his labours— Interesting case at Harby— Home heathenism sub- 
dued— Stanzas by Gough 97-110 

CHAPTER VII. 

Mr. Richardson's labours during 1843— In the Grimsby circuit— 
An easy enlargement of a chapel — Introduction of Methodism at 
Eye — A dream of a typical stream— Work in the Sleaford and 
Brigg circuits — The Bourne circuit — Christmas comforts and 
duties— Report that Mr. Richardson had dropped down dead — 
A ten weeks' tour— A pious mother and her daughters— Long 
journeys and severe labours— Conversions at Huntingdon— One 
way of salvation for all— Preaching in green pastiues- Finedon, 
Raunds^ and Higham Ferrers— Well received in Bedfordshire — A 
blessed movement at St. Neots — A blind minister and his 
daughter— Upwood, Eareth, Upwell— The sudden conversion of 
a farmer... A visit to the great city— London labour and success— 
A royal pageant- Small talents well used— The Wise Man, by 
PoUok 111-126 



XIV CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

A ministry full of Christ— What an old man wanted— A journey- _ 

man miller converted — Holbeach, Bourne, and Biggleswade 

— Sinners saved at Chatteris — A local preacher's family con- '^| 
verted— Consolations for the afficted — Occupations and engage- ; 
ments in 1845 — Things which cannot be shaken — Melton "'' 
Mowbray and Twyford— Distant travel before railway times — * 
Commencement of a two months' tour — Labours at Tiverton " 
The people and country of the west — Collumpton, Sampford, 
Bradninch — Incident at a lovefeast — Mrs. Bond, of Tiverton — ^ 
Sympathy in a season of sorrow — Holy living and happy dying 

—A Skilful Workman, by PoUok. . . . Pages 127-142 

CHAPTER IX. 

Incessant labours during 1846 — The Rev. Thos. Collins- The 
scenery of Kent — His first white neck- ties — Scenes to make \ 

angels glad — A Christian's motto — London_Sabbath breaking — j 

Bingham, Belper, and Ripley— The blacksmith of Hessle Priory 
Many awakened at Hessle — Permanent results of revivals — How 
an evangelist lives and labours— Long Sutton— A Gedney farmer 
and his servants — Redditch needle makers— Uppingham, Oak- 
ham, and Wing — Adornments of the living temple— First visit to 
Nottingham — A backslider restored — Mr. Carter — A life-like 
portrait — Popularity at Nottingham— Finishing the year 1847- - 
A living sermon, by Dryden 143-160 

CHAPTER X. 

The year of political revolutions— Annual Penteoosts at Homcastle 

— A plea for Penteoosts elsewhere — Making collections and 
saving souls— Caistor, Spilsby, and Ilkeston— A Walworth wel- 
come-Impressions made by London sights— Preaching converts 
at Warmington— Remarkable success at Derby -Stapleford and 
Heage— Mrs. Taft in her old age— Very utlwell for seven weeks 
—Sympathy of friends— Happy in affliction— Coming out of the 
fumace — Asiatic cholera in 1849 —Safe in a season of pestilence 

-A lady in distress— Brampton, Staveley, Flintham, Granby— 
The Fly-sheet controversy — A peace maker's sorrow — The work 
of a Christian Caleb at Leicester— A pacificator among peace 
breakers— A gloomy memorial— Faithful and prudent— Qualifica- 
tions of an evangelist— A Chiu-ch Builder, by Thompson. 161-180 

CHAPTER XL 

At Huddersfield in 1850— Good work among the bankers at Grimsby 
Domiciliary visitation — Kentish triumphs — Tenterden and 



\ 



CONTENTS. XV 

Tipton — A Sunday-school anniversary in the black country — 
Sheffield grinders— Three weeks in London— Death of the Rev. 
. L. Posnett — Bilston and Wolverhampton— A young woman dying 
unprepared — Cornish Methodism in 1851— Discouragements con- 
quered—First visit to Redruth— An aged sinner converted— A 
Redruth congregation— Sick and safe at sea— Health injured by 
excessive toil— Taken ill at Mirfield— Comforted by a vision— 
deavenly consolations — Working off sickness in Bedfordshire 
— Scene in a Leeds Sunday-school— Camborne^- Peculiarities in 
Cornwall— St. Just — Traits of the Cornish people — The St. Just 
congregation in a blaze — Fall from a platform at Bodmin — 
Stanzas by Gough Pages 181-199 

CHAPTER XIL 

A successful miuistiy— The way to begin the new year— Places 
visited in 1852 — Arfiboiu^ie and Alstonfield — Stafford, Leek, and 
Leighton Buzzard— Tunstall, Leicester, Wigan— Ashby, Liver- 
pool, and Merthyr Tydvil— 7*^ Reverend CharUa Richardson — 
Honoured by kind neighbours— Wainfleet, Selby, and Elham -A 
quiet revival in Kent — Ladies saved at Ulceby — Tansley — 
Amongst Ratcliffe Bridge dyers— Extraordinary day at Staley- 
bridge— Scores in deep distress— Converts in the colonies— Mr. 
Joseph Buckley —A tribute from America— Opening of another 
campaign— Travelling in a carrier's cart— An agreeable companion 
— Norley and Winsford— Northwich and Chesterfield circuits— 
Thomcliffe iron works — A man and his mother saved— Triumphs 
of the cross — Ecdesfield Sunday-school — A penitent young 
gambler — A young convert and her mother— One hundred people 
saved— A dying man's affection— Toils and triumphs in the Wis- 
beach circuit— One of the vilest saved at Burslem— Success of his 
first visit to Manchester— The Genuine Christian Teacher, by 
Cowper. 200-225 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Nothing to do but to save souls — Fruit at Burton-upoD -Trent in 
1855 — Remarkable coincidence — Death of the Rev. Dr. Beau- 
mont — Humberbtono missionary anniversary — Taken ill at Laceby 
— Scenes in Kent— In a " Dove's nest " at Sandhurst— The affec- 
tion of spiritual children— A Fault-finding wife mondod— Sacred 
places at Epworth — Gravel lane, Manchester — The kingdom 
taken by force— a thank-offering for grace— Methodism in Don- 
caster- The Doncaster Gazette - A revival in a boarding-scliool - 
A Scotch girl at the altar-rail— Fraying men at Worksop Death 



XVI C0NTKNT8. 

of Mrs. Coates— Ploughing' an old field — Young couples seek- 
ing mercy— Two laige chapels — Revival work in Cumberland — 
Haltwistle, Nenthead, Garragill — Results among the lead miners 
—-Another testimony by the public press— The Rev. T. 0. 
Keysell— Pressed with engagements— Lasting good at Market 
Rasen—Ringley and Boglawton— A Roman Catholic wife at Red- 
ditch — Labours in Salop — Jerusalem the Holy, by Gough. 

Pages 226-248 

I 

CHAPTER XIV. ! 

! 

Mighty movement in Hull in 1857 — Story of a ship captain — Six 
hundred conversions— Labourers wanted — Newport Pagnell and 
Northampton — Northcave, Stickney, and Dunstable — Yorkshire 
kindness— The annuity fund — Its 6tdei promoters — The reasons 
for forming it— Appropriation of the capital— Weak but strong- 
Renewed labours in Hull — Rotherham and Wickersley— Rother- 
ham and Masborough Advertiser— Temptations of distinguished 
men — Compared with Mr. Dawson— Massilon and the monarch — 
Prudent dealing with new converts — S?3fl5eld and Hollingsend 
— Interesting instances of good done at Stockport — Singing away 
the sinners — Shefl&eld and Skipsea — Taken ill at Laceby again — 
A letter from the sick room — Affecting scene in the chapel at 
Dunstable — A sportsman pierced at last — Many conversions 
at Dunstable — Returning home at Christmas — The Pious Pastor, 
by Goldsmith 24^274 



CHAPTER XV. 

Increasing popularity in 1869— Stockport Sunday-schools— A jail- 
bird in the Gospel net— An infidel touched— Demoiistrations of 
the Spirit — The desideratum of the church — Fruit of the Gospel 
ministry — Good work in Southwark — The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon — 
Thanks of a London Quarterly Meeting — Weeping with weepers 
— A ghost at Kensworth — Abounding in the work of the Lord — 
Never weary in well-doing — Conversions at Buxton — Abundant 
success —Labours in Rochdale— An invalid's letter — Strength re- 
newed and consecrated — Practical love for souls — Converts estab^ 
lished with grace — Wide and willing work — A visit to Northampton 
— How all are one in Christ— A Spartan festival — A backslider 
nearly lost, was saved — London popularity — Veneration for old 
Methodism — Preaches in City Road chapel — Usefulness at 
Radnor street — Need of Gospel work in Spitalfields— A Preacher 
sent of God, by C. Wesley 275-298 



CONTENTS. XVU 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Tlie Methodist way of preaching— Visiting from house to house — 
In the family circle — Constitution breaking up— A conversion 
telegraphed — Death-bed triumph of a timid saint — Bridgeford 
and Boughton — Sung to sleep by nightingales — Preaching to 
Kentish gardeners— Barren trees and tap-roots— Spiritual gar- 
dening — The circle of labour completed — A Faversham farmer's 
deliverance — Answers to prayer — From the couch to the pulpit — 
An old soldier's advice— What "a single eye" can do— Luton— 
A convert upon the preacher's plan — A Methodist preacher's 
week's work — Success in the Bramley circuit — Thieves at North- 
ampton — Conversions at Silver-street, London — ^A convert crushed 
to death — Five in a family saved— A Badnor-street revival — The 
work of a sturdy veteran — ^True souroe of a preacher's power— 
The Preacher sent of God, by C. Wesley. . . . 299-317 

CHAPTER XVII. 

A fine old man — Faints in the chapel at Stockport — Crowds at 
Shipley— Gentlemen at a prayer-meeting— Wings to Bredgar 
chapel — Skipsea — The Rev. Samuel Coley — The way to kill a 
preacher— Rochester and Ashford— A crook in the lot— Tried as 
by fire — Taking down the tabernacle — ^Wednesbury- Injured by 
thoughtless friends — Hard work very pleasant— The final visit to 
MancBester— His last chapel opening — An old traveller's single 
mishap— Sad death of a rich young man— A willing spirit in frail 
fiesh— Occupations in the early part of 1864— Another Gaius — A 
happy thirst in old age— The jubilee at Louth— His last mis- 
sionary speech— The thirteenth time at Tansloy- Finishing an 
itinerant life— On the heights of Beulah— His last sermons at 
Hatton — Premonitions of dissolution— Sudden deaths of Metho- 
dist ministers— Seized with paralysis — A Christian soldier's death 
—On the other side the river- His funeral- Posthimious respect 
— Homcastle local preachers — Sorrowing with hope — Stanza, by 
LongfeUow 318-^5 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Mr. Richardson a local preacher — Estimation in which he was held — 
His character, by the Rev. Robert Bond— -Devotedness to his 
work — Why so successful— Peculiarities of his preaching— His 
energetic faithfulness — His passion for saving souls— His con- 
stant and single aim— Hii^ diligence and power in prayer— Was 
an eminently good man— Sketch by the Rev. P. Fowler— How b-- 



:?:vill CONTENTS. 

was taught of God— An Israelite indeed— The Rev. M. Jubb's 
estimate— The Rev. James Grose's testimony— The Rev. T. H. 
Walker's — Adorned with many graces — The Rev. Joseph Midge- 
ley's — The Rev. James Findlay's — One of the great hearts — 
Edward Corderoy, Esq. — Dr. Smith— Benjamin Gough, Esq.— 
A man of one book — ^Thoroughly evangelical as a preacher— Two 
talents well used— A staunch Methodist— What the present times 
require — Stanzas in memoriam by Gough. . . 346-363 

APPENDIX A. 

Notes of one of the earliest sermons preached by Mr. Richardson. 

364-367 

APPENDIX B. 

Notes of a sermon preached by Mr. Richardson a fortnight before 

his death 367-372 

Note for page 265 372 

APPENDIX C. 
Anitinerary extending over thirty years. . . . 373-384 



SECOND EDITION. 

Fcap. 8vo, pp. 400, extra cloth, with handsome portrait, price 3a.<kl. 

THE PEASANT PHEACHER: 
MEMORIALS OF Mr. CHAS. RICHARDSON, 

A Weileyan Evangelitt, 

COMMOKLY KNOWN A8 THE " LINUOUraBIRB THRiUIHXR.** 

With Sennon-Notes and an Itinerary. 
BY JOHN B. C0UL60K. 

*' Shortly after the death of Mr. Richardson, we expreeaed a hope that a 
auitable biography of so emiuently holy and uaefol a man might be given to 
the world. The work has been entrusted to excellent hands, and we have 
before us a volume of which the first edition was bought up within a week 
or two, and which is destined, we doubt not, to pass through the press again 
and again, and to rank permanently among the most popular volumes. 

" With excellent taste Mr. Coulson has dedicated the volume to t^e Local 
Preachers of Methodism. We agree with him tliat a crying want of the times 
is that of men of C. Richardson's stamp ; and we prize this book the more 
because it is so peculiarly seasonable. A more interesting biography we 
never read. It vnll not suffer by comparison with the most popular works 
of its class ; and it should have a place in the library of every preacher and 
of every member. It is admirably written ; taste and skill and judgment 
are displayed throughout. The author is justly entitled to our thanks as a 
public benefEUJtor."— Methodist Recorder. 

" The author of these Memorials has bestowed no small labour upon his 
task. He had to examine more than a thousand letters, and to verify the 
names of as many places, &o. ; and we congratulate him upon its oomple- 

tion We are glad, moreover, that this biography has 

met with such immediate and general feivour, because its deeig^ is to 
encourage the whole body of JjocaX Preachers throughout the Wesleyan 

Connexion; a class of men who deserve well of Methodism To 

them this book is dedicated, in the hope that it will supply a stimulus, guide, 

and encouragement to tread in the steps of the departed. 

It might be presented largely to Local Preachers and Glass Leaders, and 
find its wav into Sabbath-school libraries, &a, and wherever it went, it 
oonld not rail, we think, to promote the edification of readers of every 
class.**— Watchman. 

"These are the Memorials of a remarkable man, whose life of devotion 
to Christ, and useftUness in His Church. Justly claimed to be placed on 
permanent record. The author has sought to satisfy that claim, and has 

well succeeded We therefore heartily welcome this 

addition to our Methodist biographies The " Lincoln- 
shire Thrasher" is ftdly worthy of a place in the Christian esteem and 
love of a people whose fathers and brethren glorified Ood for the grace 
bestowed upon William Dawson, William Carvoaso, Jonathan Saville, 
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Samuel Hick, Father Reeree, and other devout and holy characters, not a 
few. We should question oar ovnx piety, if we undervalued their iUthfiil 
labours." — ^Weslsyav Methodist Maqazlsk, 

" Mr. Richardson was a holy man. .... A second William 

Dawson Uaeftilness was the object of his life, and he 

realized it in a high degree, much higher indeed than thousands do with 
superior gifts. . He is a fine example of energy, devotedness, 

and success— just such in spirit and holy toil as those valiant and single- 
hearted pioneers, who laboured side by side with Wesley, Nelson, Walsh, and 
Bramwell, and rendered Methodism what it is. Oh, that we mid a host of 
such men just now in our ministerial ranks I The Memorials are very 
interesting .... and eveiy good man will wish the volume 
to be circulated by tens of thousands."— New Conneziok Magazine. 

" A life worthy of a permanent memorial, ftiU of incident and instruc- 
tion. We hope to give our readers a sketch of it the 

theme is so fhll of interest that we believe and hope it will be widely read, 
and be productive of much lasting benefit.'* — Christian Witness. 

** There are hundreds of ikmilies to whom nothing more than the name of 
Charles Richardson will be necessary to recommend this volume. To those 
who did not know him, we need only say that it records the life and the 
eminently useful evangelical labours of a man who was almost entirely self- 
taught, who spent the best years of his life as an agricultural labourer, and 
who never addressed an audience in public until he was nearly forty years of 
age. The peculiar charm of this book, if Mr. Coulson wiU permit us to say 
so without any disparagement to his own well- written chapters is, that he 
permits the evangelist himself as Ihr as possible to tell his own story. 
Letters and memoranda, extending over more than twenty years of constant 
itinerancy, &c., will have a deep interest for those who knew the writer. 
Those who did not know him will seek for his character there rather than in 
tiie panegyrics of firiends, and they will find in the letters the transparent 
simplicity of character, the unaffected modesty, the deep and steady piety 
which characterized the man."— London Quarterly Review. 



MEMORIALS 

or 

MR. CHARLES RICHARDSON. 



CHAPTER I. 

"Nothing can make a man truly great but being truly good, and 
partaking of God's Holiness, "-^//ewry. 

Which is the best — Goodness or Greatness? better or 
worse, greatness is almost univei*8ally worshipped; and 
multitudes care nothing about goodness, if they may 
only secure greatness for themselves and their friends. 
The ambitious and worldly-minded mother of Zebedee's 
children, brought her two sons to Christ and said : — 
''Grant that these may sit, the one on thy right hand, 
and the other on the left, in thy kingdom." But the 
Saviour sharply reproved her blind ambition, saying : — 
** Ye know not what ye ask." Nor do they who follow 
her example. The people who crave after greatness, 
regardless of goodness, know nothing of the import of 
their wishes. Give them what they want, and the gift 
is their ruin. Which is the best ? is a question we 
all do well to ponder, before we grasp at greatness. 
«Mind not high things." "Pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall." The wings 
of Icarus are but the instruments of self-destruction to 
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the simpletons who try to soar away upon them. And 
many a one has found, ''That better it is to be of 
an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the 
spoil with the proud." Greatness is not goodness; and 
is too often found hostile and destructive to virtue. 
" I will exalt my throne above the stars of God," said 
a great man; but the saying was like the sealing of 
his doom. Greatness may dazzle and triumph for the 
hour, but goodness shall survive it, and " shine forth as 
the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for 
ever and ever." True greatness is always sustained 
by moral goodness, and where goodness is wanting 
the greatness is factitious and ruinous. Great good- 
ness is true greatness *'in the sight of the Lord." 
And the more matured in moral virtue and personal 
holiness men become, the more they resemble the 
humanity of the Son of God. Charles Wesley was 
unquestionably right when he sung : — 

" The Christian he alone is wise, 
The Christian he alone is great.'' 

, The men who have always .been honoured by God 
were chiefly distinguished for their great goodness. - 
The " giants " in the church of the olden time were 
eminently holy men ; and their gi*eatness and useful- 
ness arose altogether out of their godliness. When 
unfaithful to grace, they were shorn of their strength ; 
but prevailing with God, they prevailed also with 
men. Their inspiration never made them scientific; 
and although innocent of the philosophies of modem 
times, yet being filled with great goodness and the 
spirit of God, they were the mighty leaders of human 
thought and action; controlled the destinies of empires, 
and proved themselves to be the greatest benefactors,. 
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patriots^ and philanthropiBta the world has ever seen. 
Great personal goodness, nourished and Bustained by a 
close walk with God and a living faith in Christ, is 
itself a sort of inspiration, giving a vigorous, healthful 
action to man's entire nature, repressing inward evil, 
stimulating wholesome activity, guiding judgment, 
enlarging useful information, supplying the best of 
motives, and ^'thoroughly furnishing unto all good 
worka" Men of God have been raised up in modem 
times and in our own days, who have seemed to tread 
upon the heels of the noble army of prophets and 
apostles, saints and martyrs, who laid the foundations 
of that glorious structure of which Jesus Ohiist is 
Himself the ^'chief Comer Stone." And both succes- 
sors and forerunners have been alike distinguished in 
many cases, by the absence of some of those qualifica- 
tions deemed most essential by men of the world. 
But, ^'strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might,'* they have achieved glorious results; conferred 
immortal benefits upon mankind; and heroically won 
for themselves a niche and a name in the annals of 
tbe church, which will excite the admiration of pos- 
terity and their gratitude to God, when pyramids exist 
no more. 

The subject of this Memoir was an honest, working 
man, bom to toil, of the peasant class — a class of 
which Great Britain may be justly proud.. To the end 
of his life he bore the stamp of the class to which 
he belonged ; and even guarded its distinctive marks 
with jealousy, as though he gloried in the fact that 
he and his were a race of British peasants. The well- 
merited popularity which for many years he enjoyed, 
and the great and growing usefulness of his life and 
labours, must all be attributed to the grace and blessing 
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of God He was emphatically a good mom; and might 
have said with the ancient Hebrew peasant king : — 
"Thy gentleness hath made me greaV* Charles 
Bichardson was a God-made man. God found him 
jirhere He found David, and Amos, and the fishermen 
of Galilee, and a host of others; and where He will 
ever find men to work with, while the world stands. 
There is a freshness, originality, vigour, and freedom 
from conventional restraints to be found in the 
peasantry of most countries which, when sanctified 
by the Holy Ghost, i-ender particular individuals 
specially adapted to accomplish great movements for 
good, in the church and the world. When the Son 
of Grod appeared upon earth He passed by the " upper 
ten thousand,'' and wrapped Himself in the form of a 
humble, Jewish peasant ; and practically demonstiuted 
that God employs "the weak things of this world 
to confound the things which are mighty, and base 
things of the world ; and things which are despised, 
yea, and things which are not to bring to nought things 
that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.'' 

Lincolnshire can boast as fine a peasantry as the 
world contains : for the most part robust, well formed, 
muscular, patient, industrious, well behaved, sensible, 
and we trust becoming increasingly moral and reli- 
igious. The Lincolnshire of the present day is alto- 
gether a different country to what it used to be a 
hundred years ago. Scientific drainage, and other 
agricultural improvements, have converted its fens and 
marshes into valuable estates ; and where miasma and 
ague formerly spread their deadly wings for hundreds 
of square miles, there, large populations now find happy, 
healthful homes. Villages and well-stocked fisirmsteads, 
schools, and places of worship, shew the reflecting 
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Visitor that these agricultural districts have fully 
kept pace in the march of improvement with the 
manufacturing portions of the empire. A few years 
ago, a stranger travelling outside the coach from 
Spilsby to Boston, said to his friend at the end of the 
journey : " Before I go back I must see the Fens.*' 
But when told that he had come right through them, 
was surprised, and unwilling to believe that the beau- 
tiful, well-fenced, finiitful fields, on both sides of the 
road he had travelled, were all that remained of the 
old Fens of Lincolnshire. The peasantry of the county 
are thoroughly English, and have not been marred to 
the same extent as in some other counties by foreign 
importations. They are also downright Protectant; 
and possess a large amount of sturdy independence and 
self-reliance ; fostered no doubt, by the local customs 
and manner of life peculiar to the county. Methodism 
has taken a firm hold upon the people of Lincolnshire. 
Its ministers were the first to labour amongst the 
dwellers in the fen country ; and not a few of them, 
and their wives and children, died of agues and fevers, 
contracted during their unacclimatized toils. And 
whilst the country has increased in popoulation and 
gradually become more and more healthy, they have 
laboured with increasing success ; and there is no part 
of the world where lovelier scenes may be witnessed 
every Sabbath, than in many parts of Lincolnshire at 
the present day. 

About three miles and a half from Horncastle (the 
ancient BcmnovaUum of Roman times) is the pleasantly 
situated village of Fvlhthy, The population has 
never been more thmn three hundred ; and is wholly 
agricultural. Seventy years ago it was probably not 
very different in appearance to what it is at present. 
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It is chiefly composed of low, thatched cottages ; and 
in one of these, standing a little back from thei^main 
road, Charles Bichardson was bom in the year 1791 : — 
the year in which the Rev. John Wesley finished his 
course and entered his heavenly reward. Charles's 
Mher was a steady, industrious, labouring man, a member 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Society. His mother died 
a few months after his birth, leaving two other sons 
and a daughter all very young. Two years aftei'wards 
his father married again, and found a mother for his 
children, who was regarded by Charles with affection 
and respect ,to the end of her days. Two of the 
children died very soon after the marriage ; and the 
other, when he grew up to be a young 'man, in obsti- 
nate disobedience to his father's wishes, enlisted for a 
soldier, ceased to communicate with his relatives, and 
could never be heard of afterwards. Old Mr. Richard- 
son died at the advanced age of eighty-two, in the 
house of his affectionate son, where he had resided for 
many years ; he never rose higher than the station 
in which he was born ; he was a stalwart, healthy, 
skilful, industrious man, and by diligence and fru- 
gality not only provided for his family, and lived in 
humble comfort, but managed to save a sum of money 
which he hoped would provide a maintenance in the 
decline of life. In this respect howevOT he was pain- 
fully disappointed ; an unrighteous tradesman in the 
village of Tetford, induced him when &r advanced in 
years, to entrust him with the amount of his savings, 
promising interest, and giving him the security of his 
note of hand ; but shortly afterwards became a bank- 
rupt, leaving him in hopeless poverty, and without a 
friend in the world to help him, except his exemplary 
and only son; and but for his assistance he would 
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probably have been driyen to the necessitj of seeking 
shelter in the parish workhouse. Previous to this 
calamity his seoond wife had died in the Lord, after 
maintaining a consistent Christian character for many 
years. Charles was married at the time and had two 
children of his own to provide for; he had gone to 
reside at Hagworthingham, a few miles from Tetford, 
bat as soon as he heard of the calamity he hastened to 
comfort the old man ; and proposed to come and reside 
with him, engaging, that as long as he was able to work 
his fdher should never want ; and for the next twelve 
years, Charles was as a father to his fiither ; cherished 
bim in feebleness, and provided every comfort for him 
with cheerful filial tenderness to the end of his days. 
His own meatis were always very limited, and the 
utmost thrift and caution were necessary on his part 
to make ends meet. But ^< godliness with contentment 
is great gain." With laudable sensitiveness he shrunk 
fix>m the thought of his father becoming in any degree 
dependent upon public charity, and was thankful to 
Ood that he had he^th and opportunity to help him 
in his old age. A retributive providence never fieiils to 
reward filial piety ; and Charles lost nothing, by his 
kind and dutiful conduct ; he had a rich recompense 
in his own bosom to the end of life, and special tokens 
of the Divine &vour in his own worldly circumstances, 
especially as old age came on ; which the writer of this 
narrative may be excused for regarding, as another 
illustration of the reliability of the promise connected 
with the fifth commandment. 

Young Charles was taught to make himself useful, 
and to earn something towards his maintenance at a 
very early age. He was never much expense to his 
fiither, healthy and strong and willing to work, he was 
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soon worth more than his meat, for the assistance he 
rendered in farm labour. School days he had none : 
his were all work days. The little education he got 
was obtained when the work of the day was done. 
During the long, dark evenings of one winter he 
attended a night school in Fulletby, for which his 
father paid five shillings ! And this was all the 
schooling and all it cost, that ever fell to his lot during 
his life ! — ^Will you mark that, young reader, and 
think of what it suggests ! You belong to a different 
class of society, and are amply provided for in every 
respect. Schooling you have to repletion ; and sc)iool 
bills from twenty to eighty pounds a year are cheer- 
fully met by kind parents, anxious for your welfare 
and advancement. But will you ever do as well in the 
world as the Lincolnshire peasant boy 1 Great advan- 
tages ought to lead to great results ; but unhappily 
they don't always. Indeed it altogether depends upon 
the stuff a boy is made of as to whether he gets on or 
not. There is a way, and a tolerably easy one too, to 
secure an honourable position in life, as you may see 
from this narrative, no matter how lowly people are 
bom, or however great the difficulties ihej have to 
encounter. Only let them be good, and live in the 
" fear of the Lord," and steadily attend to the duties 
of the passing hour, and though they may never rise 
to wealth and distinction, they shall be happy and 
respected all their days : shall climb the ladder Jacob 
saw, and ultimately stand upon its topmost rail, and 
gain a station in the skies. 

There are several different kinds of schools ; there 
is one at home ; another in the streets ; and another 
in the place of business. Young people are always 
learning something, good or bad. All external in- 
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fluenoes wliich act upon the mind, are oontinually 
traiirmg and forming habits and ideas which shew 
themselves in after life. If knowledge is not commu- 
nicated by paid preceptors ; the thirsty mind satiates 
itself somehow. The fountains where it drinks are 
sometimes poisoned ; but the providence of God which 
specially guards the children of the pious poor, leads 
them to ** fountains of living water/' and under most 
un&Lvourable circumstances prepares them for a life of 
usefulness. It is astonishing what eminence some 
men have attained without the help of a schoolmaster. 
John Bunyan was a tinker^s son, and was never taught 
anything beyond simple reading and writing. Shake- 
speare's father could not write his name, and his own 
education, by a schoolmaster, was as limited as 
Bun3ran's. The celebrated antiquarian William 
Hutton, was sent to work in a sUk mill at Derby for 
twelve hours a day, when only seven years of age, and 
never had any schooling afterwards. Robert Bums 
the poet, was chiefly indebted to fire-side lessons given 
by his own poor father, when the toils of the day were 
done. William Stone, a celebrated mathematician, 
who died in 1768, when asked by the Duke of Argyle 
how he had come by his knowledge, said : ** A servant 
of yours taught me to read when I was eight years old ; 
and does any one need to know anything more than 
the twenty-four letters, in order to learn anything else 
that one wishes ! " Gifford, the cobWs boy of Ash- 
burton, Devonshire, could get neither schooling nor 
books, nor a &rthing candle to read by; but he 
borrowed a copy of Euclid and studied it by fire-light^ 
lying upon his back on the hearth-stone so as to catch 
a glimmer from the grate ; and subsequently became 
one of the greatest literary men of his age. Talk 
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about the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties ! 
They used to pursue it that way fifty years a^o ; but 
the former difficulties are wonderfully diminished in 
the present day. Self-educated men are always re- 
markable men. Some of the best preachers the Wes- 
leyan Methodists have ever had, have been to a great 
extent self-educated ; and with all the valuable advan- 
tages of the excellent schools everywhere established 
now-a-days, self-education must still be inculcated upon 
old and young. 

The home school in which young Richardson was 
trained untO he was about twelve years of age, was 
just such, as Methodist life in a Lincolnshire cottage 
may be supposed to supply. There was a Bible and 
hymn book in the house, and both were well read, 
lliese with the Pilgrim's Progress, Wesley's Sermons, 
two or three choice biographies, and a number of reli- 
gious tracts composed the £unily bookstore. A few 
homely pictures on the walls suggested ideas of the 
great work of the world's redemption. There was 
daily family prayer. The Sabbath was a day of 
rest and wors^p. Early to bed and early to rise, 
was a rule enforced by a sort of necessity, as well as 
thrift and temperanca Out of door toil, and plain 
food, promoted health and hardihood. And the mind 
thrown upon her own resources, and acted upon by 
such surroundings, was educated after a fashion. And 
if the exterior nature was left a little rough and uncon- 
ventional, habits and purposes were formed of the 
greatest importance for after-life. So young Charles 
grew up and €k>d blessed him. He worked hard by 
day and slept sound by night, loved both play and 
reading, was not without boyish faults; but withal, 
was good and kind in a lad-like way, and so the years 
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of bifl boyhood passed. When about thirteen or four^ 
teen years of age, he was hired by a respectable farmer 
in the neighbourhood, and went to reside in his house; 
and during the following five or six years was engaged 
in the service of other employers with whom he 
resided. 

No one can tell the inestimable value of household 
religion 1 or how abundantly beneficial it is to the in- 
mates of courts and cottages alik& Peasants and 
princes are equally blessed and elevated by its hallowing 
influence. Children and servants become an honour 
and a recompense to those who maintain it. Nothing 
in the world is so likely to promote the welfare and 
improvement of the working classes as &mily prayer, 
the sanctification of the Sabbath, and the consistent 
observance of the duties of Christianity within the 
domestic circla These things are worth all the schools 
in the kingdom, so far as concerns the formation of 
moral character, and a preparation for usefulness in 
after life. Education and public Schools shall have 
their due. Not a word of ours shall disparage 
them. By all means educate the people. Jjet the 
children of the labouring poor have a sound and 
thorough Englisli education : it will do good to both 
body and soul. No one had more to say in praise of 
education than Charles Richardson, when in the vigour 
of his days he became its popular advocate. No one 
could lament more than he did the loss of early school 
days. But whilst education is very properly cried up, 
people need to be impressed with the superlative 
importance of household religion. Thank Gk>d ! ''The 
schoolmaster is abroad." But his labours are damaged 
and thwarted to a greater extent than can be told, by 
the neglect of pavents to attend to religion at home. 
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Owing to this, a first-class education is frequently 
thrown away upon young people ; while the humble 
offiipring of an unpretending working man, who faith- 
fully serves God in his cottage, turn out an honour to 
their species and a world-wide blessing. 

In the spring of the year 1811, when Charles was 
nearly twenty years of age, he entered the service of 
Mr. William Riggall, of Tetford, and to that circum- 
stance may be attributed his conversion to God, and aU 
the mercies and blessings which sprung out of it. 
Divine Providence wonderfully controls the events of 
human life, and very frequently brings forth stupendous 
issues from apparently trifling causes. And it was one 
of the crowning mercies of his life that God sent him 
to reside with the Methodist farmer of Tetford, just at 
this period. Had he been placed in such a godless 
household as that of Tennyson's " Northern Farmer,"* 
the very type of which was to be found in more places 
than one, not far from Tetford, he might have been 

* The Poet lAureate ia a native of Somersby, a Bznall village 
about a mile from Tetford, and the " Northern Farmer/' one of his 
last very striking eflfusions, must have been suggested by some 
type of character produced in that neighbourhood. A drive through 
the adjoining wild-looking Wolds, shews many a lonely farm house, 
where it is easy to imagine the Poet might find, the rude speech, 
ignorance, and sensual ungodliness depicted in the following lines : ~ 

" Tttnon's a bettn loikewoiae, an' a sittin 'ere o' my bed. 
* The Amoighty's a taOkin o' you to 'issen, my fiiend/ a said* 
Au' a towd ma my sina, an's toithe were due, an' I gied it in hond ; 
I done my duty by un, as I 'a done by the loud. 

'* Do Oodamoighty knaw what a's doing a-taHkin o* meft? 
I beftnt wonn as aawa 'ere a be&n an' yonder a peK ; 
An' Squoire 'ull be sa mad an' all— a' dear a' dear ! 
And I 'a monaged fbr Squoire oome Hichaelmaa thirty year. 

'* But sammun 'nil enme ater meft mayhap wi' 'is kittle o' ateam 
HuEzin' an' maftsin' the bleaaed fe&lda wi' the divil's ottn teAm. 
Gin I mun doy I mun doy, an' loife they says is sweet, 
But gin I mun doy I mun doy, for I oouldn abeax to see it." 
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utterly undone for time and eternity. When a peasant 
yonth enters the market place on the annual hiring 
day in search of an engagement for the next year, he 
has little else to guide him than the proyidence of Qod. 
And if ever that providence directed and controlled 
Charles Richardson, it was at the <^ Homcastle 
Statutes,^' in the month of April, 1811 ; at which 
time, the promise was remarkably fulfilled in his case : 
"I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not." 
The *' Statutes/' commonly so called ; but more 
properly the <* Statute Sessions/' is an annual ser* 
▼ants' hiring and public fair : held in various places 
in the Northern Counties, in accordance with an Act 
of Parliament passed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
When held in Horncastle, the streets are filled with 
mastei-s and servants the greater part of the day ; and 
the usual accompaniments of a country fair fill the 
town with noise and dissipation. Not a little serious 
mischief is done to the morals of young people on these 
occasions ; and it is much to be desired that other and 
better methods of arranging between masters and 
servants should be adopted, so that these annual 
gatherings may be superseded altogether. Within the 
last few years laudable efforts have been made in some 
parts of Lincolnshire to accomplish this object, and 
rescue the young servant men and women from the 
excitements and temptations to which they are at such 
times exposed. Imagine the scene if you can, and 
look there :^-a crowd of young people dressed in Sun- 
day clothes are chaffering and bargaining with well-to- 
do looking &rmerB, Charles Bichardson is in the 
ini(ist — a young rustic every inch ; stout and well- 
proportioned, with a healthy, hearty countenance, his 
appearance recommends him, and it is not long before 
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he is hired. His master that is to be, has just pat the 
"hiring penny" (a shilling) into his hand; and he 
engages to be at Tetford,* bag and baggage, and com< 
mence work within the space of a few days. 

The house and home of Mr. Kiggall presents at this 
time very much the appearance it did sixty years ago. 
It is a comfortable, ancient-looking dwelling ; stables, 
bam, and out-offices forming a quadrangle behind. 
For seventy or eighty years it has been in the occupa- 
tion of the same family, and during the whole of that 
time it has been a house of prayer, and a place for the 
entertainment of Methodist ministers visiting the 
village, and continues so to the present day. Mr. 
William Biggall, the present occupier, sustains for the 
time being the office of circuit steward, and, with the 
members of his £Eunily, labours to promote the work of 
€rod. Charles resided there two years, and was not a 
little indebted to his excellent master for the welfare, 
usefulness, and happiness of his after-lif& Mr. Riggall 
was a member of the Wesleyan Society, and well 
knew, Abraham like, how to '* command his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the 
Lord." The domestic discipline which he maintained 

* In the year 1772, lAnghome Burton, Esq., of Bag Enderby, 
near Homcastle, published a small poem entitled, " The Tetford 
Club," from which the following is an extract :— 

** For to the North, where Lindaey props the skies, 
EmboBom'd in her mountaiiis Teiford Ues, 
Whose rustic bowers present secure retreats, 
From Winter's rigors, and from Summer heats. 
Where chaste simplicity through eveiy part. 
Walks unattir'd, and unseduo'd by art 
What I though no proud historic annals trace 
Statesmen or heroes from this humble place. 
What I though no legendary tales have given 
Martjncs or monk-made saints from hence to heayen. 
Full many a modem merit she displays. 
And vhite, as are her hills, now rise her days." 
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for many years in his family had much to do with the 
formatioii of the virtuous habits and excellent charac- 
ters which distinguished his children and servants. 
As to his worldly position and circumstances, he 
might have been the very person described by Bobert 
Bloomfield in his ** Farmer's Boy," as follows : — 

« An ample farm his generous master till'd. 
Who with peculiar grace his station flll'd ; 
By deeds of hospitality endeared, 
Serv'd from affection, for his inrath reyer'd : 
A happy ofifspring blest his plenteous board. 
His fields were fruitful, and his bams well stor'd ; 
And fourscore ewes he fed, a sturdy team. 
And lowing kine that graced beside the stream : 
Unceasing industry he kept in view, 
And never lacked a job for Giles to do/' 

(Carles and his master cherished a mutual esteem 
for each other to the end of their lives. And his 
master's children who still survive, speak of him as 
being at this time, a kind and genial youth, a good 
servant, upright and obliging, with whom it was a 
pleasure to be connected. 

At this period Charles was not yet a partaker of 
converting grace, though he was unquestionably under 
the influence of the ^'fear of the Lord;" and was 
thereby preserved from youthful follies, and pi'epared 
to become better acquainted with the *' Guide of his 
youth." ^' The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom ;*' and supplies positive proof that the Holy 
Spirit is at work upon the heart And those who look 
and long for the salvation of young people, ought 
gratefully to acknowledge the work of grace begun ; 
and by patient care and kind encouragements — *^ even 
as a nurse cherisheth her children," should seek to bring 
them to <^ a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus." 
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In the year 1808, the Rev. Zachanah Taft was 
appointed to the Homcastle Circuit ; and from the 
time he entered upon his work the cause of God began 
to prosper to an unwonted extent. What are com- 
monly called " Revivals," have been of frequent occur- 
rence amongst the Wesleyans of Lincolnshire. In no 
part of the Connexion has there been greater vitality 
and success associated with the labours of Methodist 
ministers, than in the 'county where the Wesleys were 
bom. In the present day Lincolnshire enjoys an 
enviable pre-eminence amongst the counties of England 
for morality, sobriety, intelligence, social comfort, free- 
dom from crime and pauperism. How much the 
county owes to Methodism and " revivals," it would 
not be easy to calculate ; but the Methodists of the 
present day may well be thankful to God for the com- 
manding position they occupy in the towns and vil- 
lages of the county ; and must never be forgetful of 
the religious activity and earnestness of a former 
generation, which were the means employed by God in 
raising up out of the stones so many " children unto 
Abraham." 

Mr. Taft was a holy, zealous, Methodist preacher, 
much owned of God wherever he went His wife was 
an extraordinary woman, equally zealous and devoted 
as her husband ; wherever he ministered in holy 
things she was a most efficient fellow-labourer. 
" Priscilla and Aquila " were St Paul's " helpers in 
Christ Jesus." And Mr. and Mrs. Taft were fellow- 
helpers in Gospel-work for many yeare^ in various 
parts of Great Britain. " And the hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number believed and 
turned unto the Lord.'' A most blessed revival of 
religion commenced soon after they went to reside in 
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Homcastle, and gradually spread throughout the 
drcuitb The Rev. John Barrett, brother to Mrs. 
Taft, had been one of the ministers six years preyiouslyi 
and during the period of his residence there, Mrs. 
Tafb had visited Tetford and the neighbouring villages, 
and had been the instrument of much good, so that 
when her husband was appointed to the circuit, they 
found a people prepared for them of the Lord. 

The house of Mr. Riggall, with whom Oharles 
resided, was at that time the head quarters of Metho- 
dism in Tetford, and has continued such ever since. 
His &mily consisted of three sons and five daughters, 
with four servants, and several of them were stiiTed up 
to seek salvation ''while the showers of blessing" 
were falling around. Pive of the sons and daughters 
still remain adorning their Christian profession. At 
this time Charles was brought to full decision and 
gave his heart to GkxL It does not appear that his 
conversion was to be attributed to any particular in- 
strumentality ; indeed, he used to say that so far as he 
could recollect, it was entirely the result of the secret 
work of the Holy Spirit upon his soul. An unusual 
religious influence pervaded the minds of the people 
aroimd him. Sermons were preached Sunday and 
week-day calculated to alarm the careless, and recom- 
mend the acceptance of a present salvation. The 
unction of the Holy Spirit attended all the services of 
the sanctuary, and many of the inhabitants of Tetford 
and other villages became ''obedient to the faith ;" 
and it would have been somewhat strange, if, with his 
previous training and preparation, Charles had not 
yielded in this day of gracious visitation. He was not 
converted suddenly, although in after-life he was a firm 
believer in the genuineness of sudden conversions, and 
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was the means under God of bringing hundreds to crj 
out with the jailor of Philippi, *' What must I do ta 
be saved 1 " 

He once related to his friend Mr. Carter^ of Not- 
tingham, the following circumstances connected with 
his conversion : — 

Mr. Matthew Cunningham, a zealous, local preacher, 
who resided at Scartho in the Great Grimsby circuit, 
was in the habit of travelling about at certain seasons 
of the year preaching the Gkwpel in the villages around 
him, and sometimes going to a considerable distance 
from home. On one occasion he was made a great 
bleFising to a Miss Fox, a young lady of property, who 
after a long affliction died happy in the Lord. Before 
her death she requested her father to settle a small 
annuity upon Mr. Cunningham, as an expression of 
gratitude for leading her to the Saviour, and to enable 
him to devote his time more freely to the work in 
which he delighted. This was done, and ten shillings 
a week were secured to him for life. After this, Mr. 
Fox frequently went forth with the pensioner of his 
bounty, on his evangelical tours, taking him in his own 
conveyance. During one of their rounds they visited 
Tetford. A very gracious influence was connected 
with the sermon Mr. Cunningham preached ; several 
persons were converted ; and Charles Richardson was 
present, a thoughtful, serious observer of all that tran- 
spired around him. After the service be was led to 
reflect and feel that with all his morality he needed 
conversion as much as any one. Light broke in upon 
his soul, and his sins became a burden insufferable to 
be borne ; for many days he went about like one under 
sentence of death, carrying in his breast day and night, an 
appalling sense of the wrath of God ; his joyousness and 
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natural bnoyancy of spirit fled, and the light-hearted 
youth, who usually went about his duties whistling 
or singing for very glee, was bowed down with un- 
utterable distress ; and as he afterwards said, *' used to 
follow the plough day after day with many tears, cry- 
ing to God for pardon as he walked over the furrows 
of the field." During these weeks of distress he was a 
diligent attendant at chapel, saw many around him step 
into the liberty of the Gospel, and was much encouraged 
by the ministry of Mr. and Mrs. Taft, but'was unable 
to lay hold upon the Saviour. His disposition was 
very diffident and retiring, and he concealed the secret 
workings of his heart ; but he did that which no one 
does in vain — he often read his Bible and wrestled 
much in private prayer. Jacob-like he " wept and 
made supplication " at the throne of grace. One of 
Mr. Riggall's daughters well remembers how he used 
to retire to his bed-room at night, much sooner than his 
fellow-servant who slept with him, that he might pour 
out his soul in pleading with God. Not long before 
he died, speaking of those days, he said : — " There is 
not a building in all Mr. Riggall's yard but I have 
prayed in it again and again." None who seek the 
Lord with all the heart can fail to find, and Charles at 
last found " the pearl of great price " in his own bed- 
room. Soon after his funeral the present Mrs. Biggall 
led one of his sorrowing daughters to the apartment he 
used to occupy, and said : — " It was in this room that 
your father found peace with God." Charles Wesley's 
chains fell off in his bed-room on Whit-Sunday, 1735, 
and a few days afterwards he gave permanent expres- 
sion to the ecstacy of soul he experienced on the occa- 
sion by composing the beautiful hymn containing the8« 
lines : — 
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" I rode on the sky, so happy wias I, 
Nor envied Elijah his seat ; 
My soul mounted higher in a chariot of fire, 
And the moon it was under my feet." 

And the Tetford plough boy rode in that same chariot 
for many weeks after he had obtained a sense of the 
pardoning love of God. Using the language of his 
well-read Bible, he could say with the Psalmist : — 
" Thoii hast turned for me my mourning into dancing ; 
Thou hast put off my sackcloth and girded me with 
gladness, to the end that my glory may sing praise to 
Thee and not be silent O Lord my God, I will give 
thanks unto Thee for ever." The bed-room has been 
a Bethel to many a seeker of salvation. It is a good 
place for communion with Gk)d. When a young man, 
shut out from all human excitements, retires to the 
seclusion of his bed-room to weep and pray for the 
pardon of sin, you may be sure he is " not far from the 
kingdom of Crod." It was soon noised abroad that 
Charles was set at liberty, and many of the pious 
people around him rejoiced, and did all they could to 
encourage him and " strengthefi his hand in God." 

He was about twenty one years of age at the time 
when he "obtained like precious faith," and from that 
period to the end of his long pilgrimage he continued 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things." 
Like the youthful Josiah, "he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, and declined neither to 
the right hand nor to the left." His first step was to 
unite himself to the Methodist Society by going to 
class. And in consequence of doing so, he was watched 
over, cared for, and instructed ; formed friendships and 
found companions amongst persons like-minded with 
lumsolf, 10 that his heart became "established with 
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grace," and "he went on his way rejoicing." To 
confess Christ bj joining His people was no cross to 
him. His duty was a delight ; he was thoroughly in 
earnest, and commenced his religious course like one 
who intended to win " the crown of life." Forty new 
members joined class in the village at the same time, or 
within a week or two. Most of them stood &8t, a few 
sabsequently wearied in well doing, some have died in 
the Lord, and some remain until this day and bear 
testimony as to the decision and diligence which dis- 
tinguished Charles from the first. So fw as moral con- 
duct was concerned, there was not much difference to 
be seen in him, he had always been steady, upright, 
fidthful, and obliging. One who knew him well, made 
the remark at the time of his conversion: — "Grace 
bad not much to do for him." And when relating his 
early history to a friend on one occasion, he said : — ** I 
never needed a deal doing at." Meaning that he had 
never needed much in the way of outward reformation. 
Inwardly he needed a great deal doing at, and felt it ; 
and mourned greatly over his own depravity of heart ; 
he had " no confidence in the flesh," and cast himself 
upon Christ as a guilty, ruined sinner, saying : — 

" Other refuge have I none. 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.** 

From the time he received the ^' peace of God " into 
his heart, he continued diligently *' working out his 
own salvation," daily searching the Scriptures, care- 
fully avoiding " all appearance of evil," feithftilly dis- 
charging the duties of his station, and constant in the 
use of public means of grace ; but without any sort of 
pretentions dii^lay, and apparently without exciting 
in others any particular expectation as to future use- 
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fulness in the church. He took his place in the village 
society as a good young man, whom everybody liked for 
his amiable and obliging manners, distinguished for 
strong common sense, and little beyond. 

About nine months after his conversion he left the 
service of Mr. Riggall, and engaged himself to Mr. 
Mager, of Greetham, who also was a member of the 
Wesleyan Society, and a respectable farmer in that 
place. There he had the same religious privileges as 
with his former employer, and was esteemed and con- 
fided in as an excellent servant, and a godly young 
man. Mr. Joseph Bell, of Boston, a local preacher of 
many years standing and great personal worth, well 
remembers these days ; he was then a fetrm servant at 
West Ashby, and had obtained his master's permission 
one Sabbath-day, to attend a lovefeast in the village of 
Fiilletby. On his way there he overto<A Charles 
Bichardson going to the same place. Young Bell was 
just then under deep convictions for sin, and had been 
seeking the Lord for some weeks, in great distress of 
mind. As they walked on together he freely opened 
his heart to his acquaintance, and told him all his 
doubts and fears. Charles heard him with great in- 
terest and sympathy, and told him in return his own 
experience, and how he had sought, and at length found 
a sense of the pardoning love of God, and encouraged 
him to persevere, and lay hold by simple fidth on the 
atonement of the Saviour, Bell was very much re- 
lieved and strengthened by this conversation, and sobn 
after was enabled "with the heart to believe unto 
righteousness." 

Lovefeasts and class-meetings are the delight of 
newly converted people. The new nature instinctively 
cries out, " Come all ye that fear God and I will tell 
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you what He hath done fot my soul." And these 
means of grace admirably meet the yearnings and 
demands of a believer in his " first love ; " and indeed, 
the sympathies and necessities of a believer at any 
stage of his Christian progress. Charles attended many 
lovefeasts in his youthful days ; but, strange to say, he 
never found courage to speak in any of them until 
many years had past His young acquaintances would 
rise and speak with confidence, but he remained in 
silence, held back by his diffidence ; and that, notwith- 
standing the ui^ency and remonstrances of his friends. 
<'It is not all gold that glitters ;" and the history of 
this peasant youth, and others, supplies striking illus- 
trations of the correctness of the proverb. 

How it came to pass that he changed the service of 
Mr. Kiggall for that of Mr. Mager it is difficult to say ; 
but his doing so led to results of the greatest import- 
ance ; and whatever may have been the cause, the step 
was no doubt controlled by the providence of God for 
his good. In Mr. Mager's house he became acquainted 
with Ann Smith, one of the servants of the family ; 
and at the end of the year was united to her in wedlock. 
A more suitable person to become his wife could not 
have been found. A man is marred or mended for 
life when he is married ; but had any one possessing a 
*^ prophet's ken '* been sent forth, as Abraham sent his 
confidential steward Eliezer to find a wife for Isaac, he 
could not have made a more judicious selection than 
what Charles was led, by the providence of God, to make 
for himself. How easy it would have been at this time, 
to have given a totally different direction to his life. 
How many promising young ministers are crippled and 
spoiled by an ill-assorted marriage. Satan well knows 
)m>w to extinguish a fiaming zeal, and to silence a 
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thundering eloquence. And alas ! bow frequently be 
succeeds in reducing the most gifted sons of the church 
to the position of a mere " locum tenens.** With such 
a life as Charles Bichardson led for a quarter of a cen- 
tury after he began to preach, unless he had been 
blessed with a wife specially prepared for him, he must 
have been heavily burdened, and his Gospel labours 
seriously cramped and curtailed. But when people 
pray and patiently seek Divine guidance, '* Marriages 
are made in heaven.'' Charles did nothing without 
much prayer, and Grod heard him, and overruled his 
purposes and projects for the accomplishment of His 
own will, and His youthful servant's future welfeura 

Ann Smith was awakened to feel her need of salva- 
tion, and was converted to God about the same time as 
Charles himself, and by the same instrumentalities, ex- 
cepting that Mrs. Taft was more prominent in leading 
her to the Saviour. From her hands she received a 
" note upon trial," admitting her as a probationer into 
the Methodist Society ; and from the tame that note 
was received until the present, she has held on her way 
with uniform steadfastness and consistency, and is now 
waiting like ** a mother in Iffl:ael " to join her beloved 
companion in the skies. In her Charles Bichardson 
ever found a loving, pnident, thrifty, pious wife ; sym- 
pathizing with his objects, rejoicing in bis successes, 
and ready to endure personal privations in order to 
promote his usefulness in the church. They were well 
mated and knew each other's worth ; C^iarles ever 
thought that no wife surpassed his own ; and she 
exulted in her husband, regarding him as her greatest 
earthly gift from God. As they stood before the 
hymeneal altar on their bridal day, they personally 
presented as fine a specimen of England's youthful 
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peasantry^ as is any where to be seen. They were 
married by the Ber. John Chislett^ in the Parish 
Church of Hagworthingham, on the 14th June, 1814, 
and immediately started housekeeping on their own 
aooount in the same village. 

"I know the sum of all that makes a man— a just man—happy. 
Consists in the well choosing of his wife ; 
And then well to discharge it^ does require 
Equality of years, of birth, of fortune : 
For beauty being poor, and not cried up 
By birth or wealth, can truly mix with neither. "-^Jfomn^. 



CHAPTER II. 

" By humility and the fear of the Lord, are riches, honouTj 
and life." — Solomon. 

The man wbo is the most worthy of honour and 
advancement, is he who is faithful, contented, and 
diligent, whilst occupying an inferior position. The 
road to that kind of elevation which a good man may 
desire, lies through patient, persevering diligence, moral 
integrity, and a common-sense way of dealing with 
present circumstances. Look around, and you will 
soon see what a number of those whose names figure 
the foremost in the history of the past and present 
generation, arose from obscurity as deep as that in 
which Charles Richardson was bom ; and yet became 
distinguished and celebrated in connection with religion, 
commerce, literature, politics, arts, and arms. Dr. 
Chalmers, who had much to do with young men, is 
reported to have said : — " I have seen enough of your 
geniuses, and I don't want them ; give me a patient 
painstaking, plodding youth, that's the man to get on 
in the world." And thos^ who are best acquainted 
with human nature know well that there is much 
more hope of a young man, gifted with strong common 
sense, good health, and habits of cheerful diligence, 
succeeding in any line of activity into which he may 
be providentially led ; than of one who has the repu- 
tation of being a born-genius, or who supposes himself 
to be such. Young men who start life with many 
advantages, are in no small danger from self-indul- 
gence, want of st^ulus to activity, and a disparaging 
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estiznate of their social inferiors ; and it often happens 
that long before the race of life is finished, the most 
nnlikelj competitors at the starting, &r away out- 
distance the more fitvoured runners. Besides, Divine 
Providence always takes the part of the humble 
and pious youth, "who perseveres in well-doing." 
" God helps them who help themselves." His provi- 
dence opens out their path, assists their endeavours, 
and crowns their exertions with success. In a sense, 
it is true enough to say, that " a man's fortune is of 
his own making." Only that sense must recognize the 
special providence of God which " orders the steps of 
a good man." ^'He raiseth up the poor out of the 
dust and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set 
him among princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
of glory." Humble, praying, hard-working young 
men, like Charles Eichardson at the period of his mar- 
riage, are just the sort of men to make their way in the 
world, and secure for themselves all that was contained 
and shadowed forth in the marriage dowry which 
Achsah craved and got from her father Caleb, as the 
book of Joshua, thus records : — " Give me a blessing, 
for thou hast given me a south land ; give me also 
springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, 
and the nether springs." The advancement sometimes 
comes slowly. A period of discipline and preparation 
has to intervene, during which merit is tested and 
character is formed ; but come it will, and in the right 
time too j God will " magnify His word." But He 
will do it in such a manner as to stimulate the exercise 
of faith and patience. The fourteen years of servitude 
which Jacob spent in Padan-aram, were years of 
wholesome discipline and preparation. The years of 
Joseph's captivity in Egypt were the same. In both 
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cases a noble destiny was held in reversion by Provi- 
dence until the respective heirs were ripe enough, and 
ready for it ; and as soon as the right time came they 
were lifted into it, and continued there to the end of 
their days to glorify God. 

After Charles Bichardson entered upon his married 
life, a period of seventeen years passed away before he 
began to manifest any particular aptitude for useful- 
ness as a public speaker in the Christian church. Such 
a circumstanceis of rare occurrence amongst Wesleyans; 
nearly all the men who have risen to distinction as 
preachers in Methodism, began to exercise their gifts 
in early youth. And the remark is often made, that 
if a man arrives at the meridian of life without manifest- 
ing those gifts peculiarly necessary for a public speaker, 
not much is ever to be expected from him. And there 
is not a little, in connection with the church polity of 
the denomination, and the usual mode of working it, 
to warrant the observation. Methodism finds a place 
of usefulness for all within its pale ; it sets every one 
to work as soon as they are fit, and, in its zeal, some- 
times before they are. quite fit A great number of 
lay-preachers are needed to supply the six or seven 
thousand pulpits it commands, and wherever pious 
and gifted young men can be found, they are sought 
up and encouraged to exercise their abilities. But 
although Charles was a most consistent member of 
Society for seventeen years, and distinguished all the 
time for deep and intelligent piety, a successfdl class- 
leader, and useful in various ways, yet he never could 
be induced to attempt to preach. His natural di£&- 
dence was extreme, he was neither slothful nor reticent ; 
but was very modest and lowly, and entertained a 
inean opinion of his own abilities, with a high concep- 
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tion of the qualificationB needed by those who appear 
in public as exponents of the mind and will of Gfod. 
He was never wanting in zeal, but was always ready 
" for every good work " in a humble sphere ; from the 
first he desired to promote the salvation of those 
around him, and laboured to save souls in his own 
way, — and not in vain. But he did not feel it his 
duty to begin to preach ; and yet when at length he 
did begin, he was honoured of God in a most extraor- 
dinary manner. 

From the year 1815 until 1834, Charles Bichardson 
was in the sei^vice of one master: — Mr. Stephen Bourne, 
of Ashby Puerorum,* a small hamlet about two and a 
half miles from Tetford. Mr. Bourne was the occu- 
pier of a large farm, and had a large family : he was 
a religious man, and having found a servant quite to 
his mind, he retained him in his service for nineteen 
years. During the greatest part of that time Charles 
resided in Tetford, and walked the distance night and 
morning. 

His manner of life during this long period was 
entirely thal^ of a sturdy, industrious, lincolnshire 
peasant; in nothing different from hundreds around 
him, except in those respects and features of character 
which a deep and earnest piety stamped upon him and 
his family. He became the father of a son and three 
daughters, was blessed with very good health, worked 
hard, lived frugally, and sought to glorify Gk>d by a 
diligent discharge of the duties connected with his 
station in life. The years flowed on, with little or no 
change as to external circumstances. But he was 

* Aahby Puerorum, bo called from an estate in the pariah which 
vai bequeathed to the angvag boyi in linooln Cathedral. 
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happy and contented, and proved that ^' godliness is 
profitable unto all things ;'* and by being "faithful in 
that which is least," he became gradually improved 
in character and qualifications for the great usefulness 
by which he was afterwards distinguished. 

On the garden gates of New College, Oxford, you 
may read the motto in cast iron letters : — " Manners 
makyth man." And so they do, whether the man re- 
sides within the college gates, or elsewhere. Prince or 
peasant, all the world over, " Manners makyth man." 
The manners of Charles Richardson while he was Mr. 
Bourne's servant, his personal behaviour, and how he 
conducted the'afiairs of his hmilj, present an interesting 
picture of peasant life. Mr. Bell, of Boston, who has 
been already mentioned, was present at the first mission* 
ary-meeting at which Mr. Bichardson ever spoke, and 
states that when he arose at the call of the chairman, 
he apologized for his appearance, and began by relating 
a little of his own personal history : stating that he 
was a plain, working man, who wished to do good to 
every one, so far as he was able : that his usual mode of 
life for many years had been to rise about five o'clock 
in the morning, spend a little time in reading the 
Bible and family prayer, and then proceed forth to his 
daily toil at Ashby : that in passing the houses on the 
road side, he seldom neglected to pray for the welfare 
of the families who resided in them, and sometimes for 
each individual of a particular family : that from six 
to six, or from daylight to dark, he thrashed com with 
the hand flail for Mr. Bourne ; and on liis return 
journey at night, prayed for the people*s salvation 
again whilst passing their dwellings, if walking alone. 
On arriving at his own cottage in Tetford, his wife was 
commonly waiting for him in the doorway with a' 
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cheerful greeting ; and seldom &iled to have a glowing 
fire with a boiling kettle, and in a few minutes a com^ 
fortable cup of tea. Attending some cottage prayer- 
meeting, or preaching in the chapel, filled up part of 
the evening ; otherwise it was spent in reading — chiefly 
the Bible. Family prayer closed the day, and prepared 
for early rest 

What poets have sung about the ** Cotter^s Saturday 
Night '* it was his to realise, though probably he knew 
nothing of Robert Bums at the time. Thank 
God, such scenes as those which the Scottish bard so 
well described, are no mere ** fancy sketches " or inap- 
propriate representations of domestic life in our own 
country. Similar scenes may still be met with in 
many an English cottage all over the land. Methodism 
has carried '* pure and undefiled religion " into many 
humble homes, both in large towns and rural districts ; 
and created under God scenes of social comfort and 
domestic purity and happiness, which the philanthro- 
pist may contemplate with encouragement and joy. 
May these be greatly multiplied. Oh ! who that loves 
his country, will not join in the "cotter" poet's 
pi-ayer, and cry to God for England, that she in all her 
counties, may possess the blessings which he asked for 
Scotland, when he said : — 

" Sootia I my dear, my native soU ! 

For whom my warmest wish to hearen ia sent t 
Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil, 

Be blest with health and peace and sweet content t 
And b 1 may heaven their simple lives prevent 

From luxury's contagion, weak and vile i 
Then howe'er crowns and coronets be rent, 

A virtuous populace may rise the while. 
And stand a wall of fire, around their much loved Isle ! " 

For nineteen years Charles Bichardson was Mr. 
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Bourne's principal thrasher, and worked at that labo- 
rious employment with the hand fbil six days a week 
for six months during the year. The designation by 
which he was extensively known, "the linoolnshire 
Thrasher," arose from this, and he was never ashamed 
of it. In public meetings in after-life he often 
acknowledged the goodness of Grod in raising him from 
the thrashing floor of the Ashby bam, to employ like 
the prophet of old, " a new sharp thrashing instrument 
having teeth," and work with it for a heavenly Master. 
In those days agricultural scieqce was not developed as 
at present. Thrashing com by machinery was very 
little known. That mighty revolutionizer, the steam 
engine, was not yet heard snorting and puffing in the 
farm yard. ^ The thrashing machine was invented by 
Mr. Andrew Meikle, an ingenious millwright of East 
Lothian, in Scotland, about the year 1785. Subse- 
quent improvements, and the employment of steam as 
the working power, have made it during late years a 
great boon to agriculturalists ; but strong prejudices 
delayed for a long time* its general adoption, and both 
master and man were decidedly in favour of separating 
the chaff from the wheat by the use of the hand flaiL 
A mighty change however, has lately come over almost 
every one engaged in the cultivation of the soil ; steam 
is triumphant, and floats its white banners in every 
hamlet in the land. There never will be another 
" Lincolnshire thrasher ;*' Charles was one of the last 
of the race of thrashers. Henceforward steam will be 
almost omnipotent upon the fiirm, as elsewhere, and 
peasants wiU have to become skilled labourers to direct 
and control its energies. 

During one half the year, the flail was resigned for 
Ifibours of a general and diversified nature ; and Charles 
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was ever ready for whatever wanted doing ; nothing 
came wrong to him ; he was skilful and prudent, had 
a dexterous band and a willing mind, and his master 
confided in him and made him servant of all work. 

** A spade ! a rake ! a hoe I 
' A piokaze, or a bill ! 

A hook to reap, or a scythe to mow, 

A flail, or what ye will — 
The oom to thrash, or the hedge to pUab, 

The market-team to drive, 
Or mend the fence by the cover-side, 
And leave the game aJive "—Hood. 

By turns he was thatcher, as well as thrasher, hedger 
and ditcher, whitewasher and woolwinder, shepherd 
and sheepshearer, butcher, gardener, and carpenter ; he 
ploughed the soil, sowed the com, mowed the giass, 
toiled in the harvest field ; and finally was his mastei'^s 
counsellor and friend. For years he was chaplain to 
the family, and conducted household worship, momiug 
and evening; was greatly beloved by his fellow-servantn 
and the junior members of the family ; and always con- 
ducted himself with such gentleness and pi'opiiety 
towards every one, equals and superiors, as to rise 
in their estimation the longer they were acquainted 
with him. 

A clergyman of the Established Church, writing to 
a friend shortly after his death, bore the following 
testimony to his personal worth, and the excellency of 
his character ; and in doing so supplies an interesting 
picture of this period of his life : — " I remember him 
well, when more than forty years ago, I used to visit as 
a boy of ten or eleven years of age, at Ashby Puerorum. 
I liked nothing better than to go into the old barn 
when he was thrashing, and have some talk with him, 

D 
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fur he always seemed to Lave pleasure in trying to 
interest and profit young people. Though only a 
labouring and uneducated man, he had so amiable 
and winning a way with him, as to induce me, 
boy as I was, to seek his company and listen to hia 
conversation. He used to ask me about the school I 
went to, and what I learned ; and was anxious to 
obtain knowledge even from a child. He inquired 
v/hether we had prayer in the school, and when I told 
him that the head master prayed every morning and 
evening without a book, he seemed to think he was 
one of the right sort. These and other things in him 
made a lasting impression on my mind. I can re- 
member too, how much he seemed to be respected by 
his employers ; and that he had an influence for good 
over the youthful portion of the &mily, for they re- 
spected him and looked up to him as they did not 
to any others in their employ. I also remember that 
nothing rejoiced him more than to hear of good going 
on every where, and in being an instrument of good to 
others himself." 

Mr. Barton, a well-known local preacher, in the 
Alford circuity now residing at Great Grimsby, lived 
for three years almost next door to him, during the 
earlier pai-t of the time spent in Mr. Bourne's service, 
and writes thus of his early friend : — ** His life and 
conversation were most exemplary and worthy of imita- 
tion. He was one of the most punctual men I have ever 
known. In the winter season he sometimes attended 
four or five prayer-meetings a week : some of them a 
mile distant, and was seldom ever too late. He might 
be said to be a man of prayer. It was the element in 
which his soul delighted to live. He walked in com- 
munion with God. I once heard him say, he never 
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met a poor sinner on the road but he lifted up hin 
heart to God in prayer for his salvation.'* 

There is no reason to think that Charles had any 
anticipation at this time of the public usefulness and 
popularity as a preacher which awaited him. But 
whether he had or not, he was evidently preparing for 
the future, and was led by the grace and providence of 
God to maintain such habits of reading and reflection, 
as contributed to furnish his mind with a large amount 
of biblical and general knowledge. He perseveringly 
sought for knowledge every where; he was always 
thinking and never trifling; every one, and every 
thing that came in his way, were laid under contribu- 
tion ; and he knew how to draw from an intelligent 
school-boy, in a barn-door conversation, whilst sweat* 
ing at his hard work, valuable information. He had 
that sorb of intuitive perception of truth which is 
peculiar to minds of a certain order ; and amidst the 
multitude of ideas and suggestions constantly passing 
before his mental vision, he knew how to " retain the 
good and cast the bad away/' He was a great reader : 
his reading was without system and miscellaneous ; 
but it was copious and permanently appropriated by a 
retentive memory. How much a man may learn in 
the space of twenty years who diligently employs his 
leisure hours and half-hours in the pursuit of know- 
ledge, praying incessantly for Divine assistance and 
light to enable him to understand the truth, it is not 
for any one to say. But it is highly probable, that if 
his life be spared, such a person will become '^ a scribe 
well instructed unto the kingdom of Heaven." And 
though he may never shine in the paths of literature 
and science, he is not unlikely to appear, like another 
Apollos, " mighty in the Scriptures,," and better able 
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" to teach the thii>gs of the Lord " than many who 
receive a professional training, and occupy the seat of I 

authority in the church. The late Dr. Adam Clarke, 
himseK of Irish peasant origin, though favoured with 
edacation in early life, placed upon record the follow- 
ing important statement : — " After I found the peace 
of God, I can safely assert that I learnt as much in one 
day as I had learnt in a month before. And no marvel, I 

for my soul was now rising out of the ruins of the fall, 
by the power of the eternal Spirit." Nor does the ex- | 

perience of Dr. Clarke stand by itself Not a few have 
proved to their joy, the profitableness of godlinass in 
relation to mental culture. The highest authority has 
said : — " With the lowly is wisdom." And those who 
sit most at Jesus' feet, are of all men the most likely 
" to be led into all truth " connected with the salva- I 

tion of the soul. Charles Wesley expressed a fine con- i 

ception of the objects and process of Christian edacation 
in the following stanza : — 

" Learning's redundant part and vain. 
Be here cut off and cast aside ; 
But let them, Lord, the substance gain. 

In every solid truth abide. 
Swiftly acquire and ne'er forego. 
The knowledge fit for man to know." 

This was Charles Richardson's prayer and guiding 
desire ; he hungered after the knowledge " fit for man 
to know ;" and by hearing sermons, personal inter- 
course with ministers and others, reading, meditation, 
and observation, he was always obtaining accessions to 
his store ; and becoming better prepared for a higher 
station in the church. 

In the commencement of the year 1827 the village 
of Tetford was favoured with another "time of 
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refreshing from the presence of the Lord.** May such 
visitations ever be continued 1 They' are greatly 
needed both in large towns and villages, ^nd if right 
means are employed, they shall certainly be vouch- 
safed. Dr. Bunting once said : " You may have a 
revival of reli*;;ion when you will; only use the right 
meansy and God will fulfil His promise." And a 
higher authority has said : " Bring ye all the tithes 
into the store-house, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it." 

The gracious quickening at Tetford in 1827, was 
introduced under the following circumstances. Mr. 
Biggall, Charles's former employer, invited a party of 
excellent men from Louth to assist Mr. Austin, a 
zealous local preacher, to hold religious services in the 
chapel, on Christmas-day, 1826. A lovefeast was held 
ixi the afternoon, when an extraordinary outpouring of 
the influences of the Holy Spirit was realized. The 
congregation was overwhelmed with emotion. All 
were bathed in tears, and many present cried aloud for 
mercy. When the time came to conclude, the people 
refused to go away ; and prayer and praise were con- 
tinued until the time for commencing the evening ser- 
vice. The sermon that evening was attended with 
unusual power ; many " were pricked in their hearts," 
and cried : " What must we do to be saved V* It was 
like a little Pentecost, and the service could not be 
brought to a conclusion until three o'clock the next 
morning. Many found peace with God, and there was 
great joy in many a house and many a heart in Tetford. 
When the meeting concluded in the chapel, the praying 



38 ATTAIKS EKTIIIE 8ANCTIPICATI0N. 

band from Lonth retired to Mr. Kiggall's house, and 
spent the remainder of the night in prayer and praise : 
re-enacting the scenes in the jailor's house at Philippi, 
when at the hour of early mom, " he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in Ood with all his house." 
** And when it was day," though sleepless, yet refreshed 
in body and soul, they set out on foot for home, a 
distance of nine miles, '* praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen." 

This occasion was another turning point in Charles 
Bichardson's life. He was in the midst of all that 
transpired, not as an idle spectator, but as one whose 
whole soul was filled with desire after a greater salva- 
tion. The place was his " Peniel," where he ** pre- 
vailed with God." And of him it might be said, as it 
was of the princely patriarch, " And He blessed him 
there." Such a baptism of the Holy Spirit was bestowed 
upon him as he had never received before. He firmly 
held the old Wesleyan doctrine of entire sanctification. 
Many about him, prominent in carrying on the work 
of God, and most successful in winning souls to Christ, 
were beautiful examples of it, and living testimonies 
to the power of Divine grace to cleanse from all sin 
and fill the soul with the perfect love of God. He had 
long desired this great salvation for himself, but had 
never been able to lay hold upon it. On this memo- 
rable Christmas-day however, it pleased God to anoint 
him with power from on high. He was enabled to 
cast himself entirely upon the Saviour as he had never 
done previously, and henceforward realized a closer 
fellowship with God, a greater deadness to the world, 
and such a degree of spirituality, purity, and holy love, 
as £Bir exceeded all he had ever experienced. It is 
much to be regretted that there is no record of his 
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inward life forthcoming, to reveal the secret workings 
of his mind at this period. It must have greatly 
administered to the instrnction and encouragement of 
the people of God, as it would doubtless have set forth 
in his own peculiarly simple, lucid style, the procera 
through which a believer may pass into the ^ wealthy 
place," and attain to the higher walks of *Hhe life 
which is hid with Christ in God." But the above 
brief statement is all that can be gathered respecting 
his reception of this great blessing. He frequently re- 
ferred to it in conversation with his friends, or when 
speaking in public of the way in which the Lord had 
led him and dealt with his soul, and always seemed to 
regard it as the commencement of a new era in his 
religious progress ; and he seldom or ever failed, when 
opportunity offered, to bear his personal testimony to 
the truth that '^ the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin." And in his case the verbal testimony 
was sustained by a corresponding walk with God, and 
a bringing forth of the rich, ripe fruits of righteousness. 
A zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of men 
was kindled like fire in his soul. Courage and energy, 
which triumphed over his constitutional timidity and 
backwardness, were all at once imparted. He shook off 
his reserve, came forth from retii*ement, found a voice 
to speak in the church, an ability to glorify God in 
active service, and began to take a prominent position 
in leading penitents and inquirers to the Redeemer. 
He had been a happy, consistent, retiring Christian ; 
but he now felt it to be his duty to work for God, and 
employ his talents for the salvation of mankind. A 
devout and zealous man, who is now with God, used 
many years ago to pray : — " O Lord, revive Thy 
work ! Lord, revive Thy work ! Mend the old 
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Methodists and make new ones !" And that terse 
and pithy prayer contains the true philosophy of church 
prosperity. When the members of a church are mended, 
there is sure to be progress and numerical increase. 
Nor is there any means of mending those who are 
already in the Christian fold, so eflfectually, as to lead 
them into the enjoynient of holiness of heart. It has 
often been remarked amongst the Methodists, that 
when ministers or members have been stirred up to 
seek for that great blessing, the finding of it has almost 
been like life from the dead. The tipaid become bold ; 
the a^mthetic, full of energy ; the feeble, strong ; and 
the tongue of the stammerer is unloosed, when the soul 
is fully sanctified. So it was with- Charles Richardson 
at this Christmas Pentecost, he was " filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with another tongue, 
as the Spirit gave him utterance." 

The revival which commenced under the above cir- 
cumstances, continued for a length of time. For ten 
successive nights the chapel was opened for religious 
worship, and crowded with people every time. Very 
many professed "repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ." Charles was always 
present, and took a prominent part in leading the in- 
quirers to the Lamb of God, and remained encouraging 
and directing seekers of salvation until midnight^ 
although he had to be away next morning to resume 
his daily ta^ as a thrasher by the first break of day. 
But the Lord's work was his delight, and he had 
strength of body and soul to do it. 

There was a considerable increase of new members 
in the Wesleyan Society at Tetford at this time, and 
additional class-leaders were wanted. The Rev. GUiorge 
Wilson, superintendent of the circuit, apix)inted 
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Chaflesto take charge of a class, which very soon 
became one of great importance. It met in his own house 
every Sabbath-afternoon. His wife and father both 
met in it. Mr. Barton, before mentioned, was one of 
the new converts who joined it, and states that it soon 
contained forty persons, and that very frequently 
thirty were present at one time. Charles was admirably 
fitted for the duties of a class-leader. He was rigidly 
faithful, and yet lived in the affections of his people. 
He had great tact, and there was a charm about his 
manner which made the meetings singularly interesting 
and attractive. Class-meetings are very much what 
the leader makes them. When he is earnest, simple, 
faithful, affectionate, the class* is sure to prosper. But 
when the leader is dull, languid, common-place in his 
communications, late in coming, late in ending, some- 
times absent, no wonder that the class should fall to 
pieces in his hands. In the present day suitable class- 
leaders are greatly wanted. The supply does not meet 
the demand. And is there not a cause ? In many 
classes there are individuals who from position and 
education seem just the parties to sustain the office ; 
but they are deficient in spirituality, and have no 
power with God. Oh ! for another Pentecost 1 like 
that which came down upon Tetford at Christmas, 
1826 ! " Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, 
that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy presence, as when the melt- 
ing fire bumeth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to 
make thy name known to thine adversaries, that 
the nations may tremble at thy presence ! " The 
Holy Spirit makes ministers, class-leaders, preachers, 
stewards, and all other officers needed in the Methodist 
church ; and when you have to ask in doubt : — 
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" Where is the Lord God of Elijah 1" well may class- 
meedngs languish, and other departments of the church 
look cheerless. Old Methodism cannot live without 
revivals. It never has done well without them yet, 
most certainly. And who would undertake the re- 
sponsibility of trying to do without them in times to 
come ? We must have them again ; and keep them 
when they come. 

After Mr. Bichardson became a class-leader it 
appeared to many that he had gifts for preaching, and 
he was urged from time to time, to make a beginning. A 
friend once said to him : — " Charles, I am sure that you 
can preach if you will only make the attempt ; and 
you ought." His reply showed how he regarded a 
preacher's responsibility. It was *: — " Well ! if ever I 
do preach to the people, depend upon it I will not 
spare them." When he did at length break through 
his scruples, and begin to preach, it was at once plain 
to all that he was an ^< able workman," whose great 
object ever was " to declare all the counsel of God." 

About this time he heard a sermon from a Wesleyan 
minister which made a great impression upon his 
mind, and probably led him to think about the com- 
position of discourses for the pulpit. It was from the 
text in Jeremiah xii 5 : ''If thou hast run with the 
footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst 
thou contend with horses] and if in the land of peace, 
wherein thou trustedst, they weary thee, then how 
wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan 9" A few days 
afterwards he met with a friend who was unconverted, 
but who he well knew had good desires after religion, 
and referred in conversation to the sermon he had 
heard, and proceeded in his own very impressive man- 
ner to recite a good part of it, and particularly what 
the preacher said in commenting on the words : — "How 
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wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan 1" His friend 
was impressed and listened with serious attention, 
which Charles observing) looked him hard in the face, 
and said solemnly : — <^How wilt Uwu do ? '' It pleased 
God to send that question like a barbed arrow, to the 
heart of his friend, and the effect it produced resulted 
in his sound conversion. ^^ A word spoken in due 
seafion, how good is iti" The friend referred to, 
is still a living member of the Wesleyan Society, and an 
ornament to his profession. God has greatly prospered 
him in business, and his house is a comfortable home 
for Wesleyan ministers when they visit that part of 
the Homcastle circuit in which he resides 

This was a great encouragement to Charles, Nothing 
in the world gave him anything like the same amount 
of satisfaction as that which he experienced, when 
made the means of doing good to souls. He had a 
passion for saving souls, and rejoiced in the salvation 
of his friends and neighbours more than in the increase 
of his own worldly goods. It is always thus with 
Christians who are thoroughly alive to God. Genuine 
Christian zeal is nothing but the love of God and man, 
stimtdating holy and Christ-like endeavours, 

'' To save poor souls out of the fire, 
To snatch them from the verge of hell, 
And turn them to a pardoning Qod, 
And quench the brands in Jesu's blood." 

A close walk with God is sure to show itself in cease- 
less self denying efforts to bring about the conversion 
of sinners, and extend the triumphs of the cross of 
Christ. 

After this richer baptism of the Holy Spirit which 
he received, Charles was indefatigable in his endea- 
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vours to do good in every possible way; and was 
ready for every good work either in connection with 
Methodism, or wherever else a door of usefulness 
opened out before him. A pious clergyman of the 
Church of England, who was curate in one of the 
parishes adjacent to Tetford, held meetings for exhor- 
tation and prayer in private dwellings, about this time, 
and invited the co-operation of Charles. And he was 
only too glad to render all the assistance in his power ; 
for he knew nothing of a narrow sectarian spirit, 
either at this, or any other period of his life. For a 
considerable time he continued to attend these meet- 
ings, and took an active part in making them interest^ 
ing and profitable, until at length the curate was 
removed, and they were discontinued. It is stated by 
a friend who was present on one occasion, that whilst 
Charles was engaged in praying, the influence of the 
Holy Spirit was remarkably experienced. The clergy- 
man and all present seemed completely bowed down 
before the Lord. Charles was drawn on to plead par- 
ticularly for the clergyman, that God would flU him 
with the Spirit, and sanctify him wholly, and so fit 
him for greater usefulness ; and while he was doing so, 
the excellent man, under the influence of strong feel- 
ing, cried out : — *^ He has, my brother, he has !" and 
when the prayer was ended, he arose and addressed the 
people, declaring how the Lord had "blessed him there." 
Wherever the Methodists have a chapel, they have a 
Sunday-school, — with very few exceptions. It has 
been so from the beginning. Mr. Wesley started a 
Sunday-school in the Old Orphan House in New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, — the fourth place of worship he 
erected in Great Britain. And from the time he did 
so, the Wesleyan church has deriyed great advantages 
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from these invaluable institutions. There was a Sun- 
day-school at Tetford, and Charles connected himself 
with it as a teacher soon after his conversion, and 
continued diligently to attend to his duties as such, up 
to the time he was called away to preach the Gospel 
After he became a class -leader his Sabbaths were 
usually spent in the following manner: — At seven 
o'clock in the morning he attended a prayer-meetiug 
in the chapel ; breakfast and family prayer consumed 
the next hour ; public worship began at nine o'clock 
in the chapel; and the Sunday-school filled up the 
time from its close until twelve : at two in the after- 
noon, his class-meeting was held in his own house, and 
after it was done he read the Scriptures with his own 
children : then, after the evening meal thei*e was wor- 
ship in the chapel again, and family prayer closed the 
day. And a Sabbath thus spent was a day of holy joy. 
His children reflect upon those days with pleasure, and 
thank Qod for such a father as taught them from in- 
fancy to regard his Sabbath as '^ a delight." His own 
cheerful, happy tones and manners prevented anything 
like gloom or puritanic harshness, and gave every one 
near him to feel that religion's " ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." It was 
chiefly to enjoy these Sabbath-days that he resided in 
Tetford. There was no chapel in Ashby where his 
employment lay, and he once said to a friend : — " I 
have walked five miles a day for twenty years together, 
just because there was a chapel in Tetford and the 
means of grace ! " A lesson this for professors of 
religion not a few, who fix their residences in the 
distant outskirts of towns, and niral localities, regard- 
less of the sanctuary, and as to how the Sabbath is to 
be spent by their families. 
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Besides his activity as a class-leader, prayer-leader, 
and Sunday-flchool teacher, he was also a tract distri- 
buter, and steward of the chapel — whose business it 
was to manage its finances and all belonging to it : 
and in all these offices he was acceptable, efficient, 
and faithful. 

The first time Charles spoke in public was in the 
chapel at Tetford ; and he was induced to do so under 
the following unusual circumstances : — Every one 
wondered that he kept silent so long, and fe]t that 
very likely he would have to be placed in some position 
which would render it necessary that he should break 
the snare which kept him back from greater usefulness; 
and probably several of his friends connived at the 
unwarrantable contrivance which was resorted to in 
order to draw him forth. Mr. Appleyard, a local 
preacher of the Homcastle circuit, was appointed to 
preach in Tetford, morning and evening on the Sab- 
bath. In the evening a large congregation assembled, 
and Mr. Appleyard appeared in the pulpit and com- 
menced the service in the usual way. In due time 
the text was announced, but the sermon was very soon 
done ; and the preacher called out in bold and authori- 
tative tones: — "Brother Charles Richardson must 
come into the pulpit and deliver an address ! '' Every 
eye was instantly fixed upon poor Charles; his seat 
was not far from the pulpit stairs, and what could he 
do ? He had not the slightest expectation of such a 
summons : but to leave the chapel was out of the 
question. Helating the matter to a friend he said : — 
" I was fairly in a fix ; to flee I could not ; to speak 
out and refuse I dared not ; and therefore go into the 
pulpit I must." He did go, in the name of the Lord, 
though with fear and trembling ; but wlien he began 
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to speak his fears fled, and he lacked neither matter 
uor utterance: ^^ Grace was poured upon his lips.'' 
The people were highly pleased ; he spoke for a con- 
siderable time with fluency and effect ; and all present 
Beemed to know and feel that their friend and brother 
was ** established to be a prophet of the Lord." 

Hut although he had made an effort to speak in 
public he had not preached a sermon. He was not 
allowed to rest, however, until he had done this ; and 
at the urgent solicitations of the people, he went 
shortly after the above occurrence to the village of 
Greetham, where he had resided with Mr. Mager, 
and took a full service. He went with great reluct- 
ance and many misgivings, but resolved as he said : — 
** Whether he broke down or not he would have a 
good text." The Scripture he spoke from on the occa- 
sion, was Ezekiel xviiL 27 : — " When the wicked man 
tumeth away from his wickedness that he hath com- 
mitted, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
shall save his soul alive." The first sounds of his 
trumpet were those of salvation. He lived long to 
proclaim the grace of God, and from first to last was 
wondrously successfuL Grod gave him seals to his 
ministry under this first sermon ; he spoke with great 
power, and several of the people of the village were 
awakened " and turned to the Lord." The population 
was only about a hundred and seventy ; but such was 
the holy influence that spread amongst the people after 
this his first, sermon, that in a short time all the adults 
in the village were converted to God, except three 
individuals! — two very aged persons, and a military 
{)ensioner, who said : — " He would go no more to hear 
the Methodists, for if he did they would be sure to 
catch him ! " A fortnight afterwards Mr. Richardson 
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deeply convinced of sin, and from that time became 
earnest seekers of salvation. 

About a year and a half after this, Charles retired 
from the service of Mr« Bourne, for the purpose of 
commencing business on his own account as a Hcensed 
wool winder. He was well qualified by knowledge and 
integrity for all that pertained to the occupation, and 
was encouraged by several influential gentlemen and 
friends, to make a commencement. Providence ap- 
peared to open out his way. His fiimily circumstances 
rendered ampler means very desirable ; and after 
making it a matter of prayer fi)r some time, he decided 
upon the step in the name of the Lord, and never had 
any cause subsequently to doubt its propriety. The 
engagements of a woolwinder are chiefly confined to 
one season of the year, and that the least likely to 
interfere with those duties and operations in connec- 
tion with the church, for which he was particularly 
prepared, and soon after called to perform. 

An instance of the high esteem in which he was 
held by Mr. Bourne, a few years after he had left his 
service, is mentioned by the Rev. Martin Jubb, who 
knew both parties well. Mr. Bourne had removed his 
residence to Claxby Pluckacre, and a missionary meet- 
ing was to be held in a neighbouring chapel. Mr. Bich- 
ardson was one of the speakers engaged to attend. 
Several ministers were to be present, and Mr. Bourne 
invited the whole party to a sumptuous dinner on the 
day of the meeting, and in other ways, promoted the 
success of the anniversary, in order, as he said, to 
shew his respect for his former Mend and servant 
When religious servants stand right with their em- 
^yers, Christianity is honoured, and is acknowledged 
living power in the earth, equally beneficial to 
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master and man, elevating the one, sastaining the 
other, securing to personal merit its just reward, and 
operating infinitely better for society at large, than any 
of the wild, political, levelling systems which have been 
advocated in modem times. '' Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your masters according to the fiesh, 
with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heai*t, 
as unto Christ j not with eye service, as men-pleasers ; 
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart; with good will doing service, as 
to th& Lord, and not to men : knowing that whatso- 
ever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he 
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, 
ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your Master also is in 
heaven; neither is there respect of persons with 
Him^" 

** He was humble, kind, torgMng, meek, 
Easy to be entreated, gracious, mild ; 
And, with all patience and affection, taught. 
Rebuked, persuaded, solaced, counselled, warn'd, 
In fervent stylo and manner. All 
Saw in his face contentment, in his life 
The path to glory and perpetual ioj,"-^Polloek. 



CHAPTER III. 

*' It is the heart, and not the brain, 
That to the highest doth attain." — Longfellow. 

There was a good reason why St Paul worked as a 
tent maker, with Aquilla at Corinth : it was necessary. 
He had no other means of getting an honest living. 
For even he was not to subsist by miracle, and rather 
than that the Gospel should not be preached, he nobly 
sustained himself and ^ wrought with labour and tra- 
vail, night and day, that he might not be chargeable to 
any/' And neither was his apostolic office soiled, nor 
his ministerial efficiency diminished by his manual 
toil. And if similar circumstances were to press upon 
those who preach the Gospel in our own day, there are 
men to be found, who would bravely strip to their 
task, and earn their daily bread by the sweat of their 
brows, rather than be prevented, " testifying the 
gospel of the grace of God." " No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the a£&irs of this life; that 
he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier." And it is not meet, that those who are 
<< separated unto the gospel of God," and bound by 
solemn vows to devote both soul and body, with all 
the powers of each, to the holy work of saving souls, 
should be burdened with labour for the bread that 
perisheth. But the Wesleyan Methodists have never 
been very squeamish, about allowing laymen to exercise 
their gifts and graces as auxiliary teachers in the 
'urch. And no small proportion of the vast success 

ich their system has achieved, is attributable to 

s circumstance. 
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Local preachers have sustained a noble position in 
Methodist history and evangelic toils, and have greatly 
contributed to bring about those blessed results wjijch 
have gladdened the Christian world. Thousands of 
village pulpits are mainly dependent upon these self- 
denying servants of the Saviour ; who oftentimes 
toiling all the week in their worldly occupations, dis- 
tribute the bread of life to thousands on the Sabbath- 
day. Methodism rejoices in such a staff of willing 
labourers in the vineyard of the Lord. A finer, train- 
ing school for the fully ordained ministry cannot be 
found ; nor a healthier outlet for the energies of the 
church; nor an easier method of carrying out the 
missionary principle of aggressive action upon the 
home heathenism of the land. Methodism will never 
be without its local preachers any more than its class- 
meetings, itinerant ministers, and other peculiarities. 
Altering circumstances may call for an elevation of 
the standard by which personal qualifications are 
tested, on the part of those who preach, as they do 
at the present time j and it is greatly to be desired, 
that those who have the advantages of education and 
worldly position, should feel it to be their duty and 
privilege to employ their gifts in *^ calling sinners to 
repentance ; " and that all those who are already in 
the harness, should be afresh baptized with the Spirit 
which came down upon Eldad and Medad, and con- 
strained them to " prophesy in the camp." That Spirit 
abundantly rested upon Charles Eichardson, and like 
the Elders of Israel he "prophesied and did not cease." 
He was a genuine, local preacher; and his well- 
balanced mind enabled him, accurately to grasp the 
meaning of his position in the church, and his fine 
principles sustained him in it Once upon the circuit 
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plan, there, he would have gladly remained, and been 
content, in simply doing the work appointed by his 
superintendent, had not other and extraordinaiy labours 
been £airly forced upon him. In the height of his 
subsequent popularity, he was ever most careful to 
abstain from every appearance of trespassing upon the 
functions of the regular ministers, and was so wish- 
ful that the crowds who came to hear him preach 
should regard him as a plain, local preacher, that for 
many years he refused to appear in the pulpit in a 
white necktie, and to the end of his life used to dress 
in drab small-clothes and gaiters, in order that there 
might be no mistake. 

In regard to remuneration for his labours, when at 
length he consented to visit distant places, he was 
exceedingly conscientious and scrupulous. His family 
had to be supported, whilst business was suspended ; 
but if he received about twenty shillings per week and 
travelling expenses, which were always on the lowest 
scale, he regarded himself as sufficiently repaid. The 
first time he went fi'om his own circuit to a distance, 
to hold protracted services, after labouring hard on the 
Sabbath, and five week-nights following, he was pre- 
sented with a sum to which it was thought he was en- 
titled ; but finding that it was more than he could 
have earned at his usual employment, he refused to 
accept the whole, protesting that he had no right to 
take it. His objections however, were overruled, and 
his friends constrained him to accept their gifts. 
Throughout life he was exceedingly sensitive on this 
subject, and afraid lest any one should suspect the 
purity of his motives. He was one of the most unsel- 
fish of men, and never coveted any man's silver or gold. 
Vicar's prayer was his: — "Give me neither poverty 
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nor riches." And God heard him. He never was 
rich, bat he never pleaded poverty. Personal and 
family afflictions, on a few occasions, brought him into 
temporary straits, but Providence brought him out 
again shortly, and he went on his way full of content 
and cheerful hope. 

He was sincerely attached to Methodist ministersi 
and regarded their office with great deference and 
respect : any one who spoke disparagingly of them in 
his presence was sure to be stopped and rebuked. He 
knew them well— no man better, and they were his 
joy and pride. He regarded them as the best of men, 
and the best of preachers : one of his greatest 
delights was to mix with them in the social circle; and 
many of them felt it to be their pleasure, to spend a 
friendly hour in his company. He was ever anxious 
to succeed in the objects which called him to various 
parts of the country ; but whenever he found that his 
^ own operations were likely to clash with those of the 
regular ministers, he at once suspended action. His 
letters often inform his wife, that Dr. Newton, Dr. 
Beaumont, Dr. Waddy, Mr. Battenbury, Mr. Punshon, 
or some other popular minister was in the same neigh- 
bourhood as himself, and therefore he was silent for a 
day, lest he should draw off any of the people from 
their ministry. When visiting the poorer circuits of 
the connexion, as he frequently did, where the ministers 
to this day, have both hard work and poor hxe, he 
seldom failed to remonstrate with the authorities, and 
often spoke out manfully in favour of better ministerial 
support, and relief from excessive labours. Narrow- 
minded, penurious persons were sometimes ready to 
institute an invidious comparison between them and 
himself, but if present, he was sure to put a blister 
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upon their censoriousness and expose them to shame. 
The position of local preachers is always associated 
with much influence, which may be used for good or 
«TiL Yisiting distant places and mingling freely with 
the people, their words are like "sharp arrows of 
the mighty,*' and if at all given to detraction, they may 
very easily scatter "firebrands, an*ows, and death." 
On account of these considerations; the personal charac- 
ter, as well as the gifts, of those who sustain this 
honourable and desirable office, has much to do with 
their usefulness. Ko one could be more alive to this 
than Mr. Eichardson, and no man could be more 
guarded and prudent than he, in all his communica- 
tions. 

After he began to preach, he remained in the service 
of Mr. Bourne about three years ; and during that 
time had to work hard all the week, chiefly at thrash- 
ing com, and when Sunday came it was conmionly the 
hardest day of the seven. Many times he had to rise 
early in the morning, have break&st and be off soon 
enough, to walk six or seven miles to an appointment 
to preach at half-past ten o'clock; then after din- 
ner walk two or three miles more to an afternoon or 
evening service; and finish up by walking home, 
making perhaps fourteen or fifteen miles in the course 
of the day. Local preachers are not always provided 
with the means of travelling when they ought to be ; 
and the amount of physical labour which they occa- 
sionally perform, in connection with preaching, is too 
much for the strength of any man. This is greatly to 
be deplored. Provision ought to be made somehow, to 
enable those who preach, to reach the place of appoint- 
ment and home again, without the physical exhaustion 
consequent upon long walks. Mr. Richardson had a 
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good constitution, was strong, and '* lithe of limb ** in 
those days ; his work was his delight, and he cheerfully 
** laboured on at God's command, and offered all his 
works to Him." One who knew him well, and under- 
stands the labour of a Lincolnshire farm servant 
says : — " While he was an agricultural labourer, he 
travelled more miles to preach the Gospel, and did more 
work for his earthly master, than any other man I ever 
knew." When thrashing corn, he was paid by the 
quantity of work performed, and he frequently carried 
home for his family eighteen shillings per week ; while 
another man, younger than himself, and working 
under the name circumstances, obtained only eleven 
shillings and sixpence ! And yet, when working at 
the top of his strength, lie could study sermons at the 
same time. He once said to a friend who called to see 
him at work in the bam — ^< You see I can think and 
thrash." Many of the sermons he preached were 
thought out whilst thus employed. The same person 
just referred to, went in one day when he was 
very hard at work, stripped and sweating away, and 
expressed his surprise that he should labour so hard, 
when he replied : — " You see I was thinking over a 
passage of Scripture, and when I do so, and it goes 
well, I am a little carried away, and then I work over 
hard as I have been doing just now." The ideas and 
plans of sermons, which his mind got hold of in this 
way, were almost invariably committed to writing at 
the first opportunity, with such additions and correc- 
tions as subsequently presented themselves from time 
to time. 

Mr. Isaac Good, of Great Grimsby, one of his earliest 
friends, states, that at this period he was greatly pressed 
to preach on week-nights as well as Sundays, and that 
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rery frequently, at the close of his day's work, instead 
of returning home, he walked to a village in an oppo- 
site direction, five or six miles from Tetford, and after 
preaching and holding a prayer-meeting, would get 
home as well as he could, but frequently had to walk. 
On several occasions Mr. Good took a conveyance to 
bring him home after these evening labours, and well 
remembers one of his expeditions. The village was 
several miles away, and the only place it contained 
sufficient to accommodate the crowds which came 
togeth^ to hear him preach was a lai^ bam. It was 
filled to overflowing. The sermon was founded upon 
the text^ Matthew xxiv. 44: — "Therefore be ye 
also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh." The people were deeply affected 
while he spoke, weeping and sobbing prevailed all 
over the bam. Charles stood upon an elevation raised 
at one end of the building, attired in a clean white dop, 
such as is commonly worn by farm servants in that 
part of the country. A prayer-meeting followed, and 
many persons appeared to be earnestly seeking salva- 
tion. As they drove home, very late in the night, his 
friend made the remark : — ^ You must be very tired," 
but his reply was : — ^ No, ihank God, I seldom feel 
tired!" 

Such labours and efforts as the above, to bring sin- 
ners to God, will no doubt, excite the admiration of 
many who read this record ; but others of a different 
school will probably feel their prejudices shocked, and 
will strongly condemn them. Whatever apology might 
be offered, such persons would most likely persist in 
their hostility, and it would be of little use to reason 
with them. It is however gratifying to the admirers 
of the peasant preacher, to know that his homely and 
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nncanonical costame did not prevent the word of the 
Lord being glorified. He was a preacher for peasants, 
and well adapted for usefalness amongst the class of 
persons to whom he proclaimed the '' glad tidings of 
salvation '" and was amazingly successful in '^ winning 
souls " where others would have failed. And besides, 
his deem wJdU slop was not more objectionable in 
reality, than the fishet^s coat of the Galilean preachers, 
or the shepherd's plaid of the old Scotch covenanters. 
The slopf like a surplice, covered the coat beneath, and 
on the whole his use of it, was an expedient as suitable 
and harmless as could be adopted. 

Plain peasant as he was, Charles was not wholly in< 
different as to his appearance before a public audience, 
even of peasants like himself ; and it is not improbable 
that the rustic garb in which he often preached in 
those days was assumed as the most appropriate he 
could procure. A poor labouring man with four chil> 
dren, a wife, and an aged parent, all to maintain 
out of his sixteen or at most eighteen shillings a week, 
is under the necessity of practising a very rigid economy 
in the matter of clothes. Charles was not the man to 
go into debt. Broad cloth was not so cheap in those 
days as at present. He once told a friend that in his 
early life he had made his best coat serve him nearly 
twenty years ! His common, working dress was humble 
enough ; and when he had to preach in the evening, 
his wife provided him with a clean slop, which he 
carried with him when he went forth in the morning 
of the day, and put it on when he arrived at the place 
where he was to preach in the evening. The first good, 
black coat he ever had, was presented to him by a few 
friends in Tetford sometime after he began to preach. 
He had preached in the chapel at that place one Sunday 
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morning, and his words fell with great sweetness and 
power upon his hearers, many of whom were affected 
to tears ; he was dressed in a blue coat with. covered 
buttons which had seen long service, and was much 
the worse for wear. The next morning a person who 
had been at the chapel, proposed to some others that 
they should present him with an entire suit of new 
clothes as a token of regard ; and thus make their own 
viUage preacher, of whom they were proud, as respect- 
able in appearance in the pulpit as others. The money 
was easily raised, a tailor was sent to measure him, 
and he was fitted out with black coat and waistcoat^ 
drab small-clothes and gaiters, and a new hat. The 
outfit was well used, and taken care of ; and it lasted a 
long time, for the old predecessors were still sometimes 
called into requisition on humbler occasions. 

At another time, Mr. Good went with him on 
the Sabbath to a village about six miles away, to 
preach at two and six : the chapel was crowded in the 
evening, and the text he spoke from was 2 Cor. v. 20 : 
" Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
Gk)d did beseech you by us : we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God." As he proceeded to 
discourse upon the subject with his usual fluency and 
impressiveness, the people hung upon his every utter- 
ance with breathless attention, and affcer a while, 
unable to control their feelings, began to sob and weep 
aloud in every direction. At the prayer-meeting which 
followed, several were in distress and loudly called 
upon God for the pardon of their sins. Many found 
peace ; and after a protracted service Mr. Richardson 
went to the house of a friend for a little refreshment 
before returning home. After supper he conducted 
family worship, and while doing so, an extraordinary 
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influeDce rested upon every one present. A joug lady 
who was visiting at the honse, and who had come from 
a distance to hear him preach, was greatly affected and 
afterwards professed to have received at that time the 
blessing of entire sanctification. A respectable young 
person who resided with the family, in the capacity of 
housekeeper, was completely broken down, and began 
with loud cries to call upon Qod for mercy. Master, ser- 
vants, and visitors, were all upon their knees, pleading 
with the Lord in behalf of the newly awakened peni- 
tent. After a long struggle she was enabled to lay 
hold upon the Saviour by faith, and was made exceed- 
ingly happy. She continued for several weeks rejoicing 
" with joy unspeakable," and was then taken with a 
&tal illness, and died in the full triumph of faith. 
Whilst the company wbs pleading at the midnight 
hour for the housekeeper, two of the men servants, who 
had been previously strangers to Christ, became much 
affected about their own salvation ; and after she was 
set at liberty, they continued wrestling in prayer for a 
considerable time longer, when one of the men obtained 
spiritual comfort, and joined with the rest in rejoicing 
before God. Both of them became from that night 
decidedly pious, and held on their way subsequently. 
While all this was going on several hours passed away ; 
and that family gathering at the throne of grace, did 
not break up until three o'clock in the morning. The 
conveyance was then brought to the door, and Charles 
and his friend set off for home ; he having to be at his 
thrashing again by the break of day. A few months 
afterwards a lovefeast was held at Tetford, at which a 
number of people from the village referred to, were • 
present ; several of them spoke, and thanked God that 
they were permitted to hear Charles Richardson on that 
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occasion ; and stated that his preaching that Sabbath 
was followed by remarkable results ; that the religious 
feelings of nearly all the inhabitants of the village had 
been so stirred up, that there was scarcely a house in 
the place where prayer was not heard ; nor a family 
where some one had not been brought under religious 
influence ; and that in several cases whole fiimilies had 
been converted and were then rejoicing in the Lord. 

This one Sabbath-day may be taken as an average 
specimen of the manner in which most of his Sabbaths 
were employed, after his name was placed upon the' 
circuit plan. He became at once ^ in labours more 
abundant." Before going forth into a wider circle as 
an evangelist, he assayed the temper of his weapons at 
home. ^ A prophet hath no honour in his own country," 
said the Jews ; but like many other proverbs, this has 
exceptions in its personal application. There was no 
place in all England where he was more sincerely 
beloved, and where his labours wei^e more highly appre- 
ciated, than in his own village and in his home circuit, 
— and that not only at the commencement of his career, 
but up the close of his long life. They who knew him 
best, loved him most. The people with whom he was 
the most intimate and familiar had the most confidence 
in him. His daily walk and private conduct were a 
recommendation of the Gk)spel he preached; and a 
large amount of his usefulness in his own locality is to 
be attributed to his beautiful and practical Christian 
consistency. At the same time, the character of his 
preaching was such as fully to account for the effects 
it produced. He had a natural eloquence : was ex- 
ceedingly earnest and impressive in his delivery : was 
manifestly accompanied with the unction of the Holy 
Ghost; and it is not at all surprising that he was 
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veiy popular and had many seals to his mmistry. 
Very copious notes of the sermon which Mr. Good 
heard him preach on the occasion mentioned, exist 
amongst the papers he has lefL* They shew the man, 
and the matter, which he produced in the pulpit at this 
early period of his public life ; and that his marked 
success in winning souls was only what might be ex- 
pected, especially if it be borne in mind that whatever 
he said in the pulpit, 

" He spoke as dying, unto dying men.'' 

The notes which are supplied may not be so perfect* in 
a literary point of view, as to endure a severe criticism ] 
but considering that they are the earliest production of 
a hard working Lincolnshire thi^asher, they may be 
regarded as highly creditable, and will bear comparison 
with many a discourse delivered by more pretentious 
preachers from the same text. Would to God that 
in all the village chapels and churches of the land, the 
pure Gospel of the Saviour might be proclaimed with 
the same efficiency ! 

From this time his popularity as a preacher rapidly 
increased. His services became in much demand for 
chapel and Sunday-school anniversaries. Everywhere 
he was sure of a good congregation, and his ministry 
seldom fiEdled to be owned of God. He was of great 
service to Methodism in the Horncastle circuit. His 
labours there were altogether unremunerated. He 
sought no reward but his Master's approval ; and with 
that he was abundantly cheered in his " work of faith 
and labour of love." His friend Mr. Good, with his 
horse and conveyance, was a great help to him ; and 
many a long and perilous journey they had together ; 

* 6«6 Appendiz A. 
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frequeDtly travelling near the noon of night in winter 
time, through rain and cold. On one occasion they 
were nearly lost; it was past midnight when they 
started for home ; the cold wind brought the drifting 
snow in their faces, the road became almost impassable, 
and the horse was nearly knocked up ; but through 
the kindness of Providence, they arrived safe in Tetford 
about three o'clock in the morning. Strong and robust 
as his constitution was, these exposures sometimes told 
upon him. After labouring hard one Sabbath, and 
returning home at a late hour on a severe winter's 
night, he took a bad cold, which ultimately ran into a 
low fever, and he was laid up with sickness for eighteen 
or nineteen weeks. His life was almost despaired of, 
and both friends and medical attendant thought and 
said that he never would preach again. On that occa- 
sion God was very gracious to him. Many years 
afterwards, when preaching in Nottingham from the 
text : — " I will not let thee go, except thou bless me " 
(Gen. xxxii. 26), he referred, in affecting terms, to his 
personal experience of the goodness of God during this 
long affliction, and spoke of the wonderful manner in 
which Providence supplied the wants of himself and 
his household whilst it continued.' He said he was 
never permitted to want any good thing, and that at 
the conclusion of the affliction he was in a better 
financial condition than when it began. His mind 
was blessedly sustained in peace and confidence 
throughout that trying season ; aiid his neighbours 
and friends observed, that his piety stood the test to 
which it was subjected, and that through grace he 
could *' rejoice in tribulation." The medical man who 
attended him is said to have been an avowed sceptic, 
but he was most favourably impressed with the joy 
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and resignation which he witnessed in Mr. Richardson. 
Another nian, very ill of the fever at the same time and 
attended by the same doctor, was greatly terrified 
at the prospect of death, and made no secret of his 
fears. The doctor became aware of the state of 
his mind, and asked him one day, why he was 
80 much afraid to die ) — told him that Charles 
Richardson was calm and resigned, and rejoicing in the 
hope of heaven, and said : — ** If you get better you 
must try to live as he does, and then you will get quit 
of your fears." Yes ! mark that. " Their rock is not 
as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges." 
That truth stands as firm to-day as when first uttered 
by the prophet Moses. And God was glorified by His 
servant whether actively employed in His church, or 
laid aside upon a sick-bed. Through much mercy his 
health was at length fully restored, and he was permitted 
to resume his beloved work, and again laboured with 
undiminished zeal and success in the vineyard of the 
Lord. 

After commencing business on his own account as a 
licensed woolwinder, he was a great deal from home. 
During the early part of the summer his time was 
chiefly spent in going from one farm to another, in the 
performance of the duties of his calling. Many oppor- 
tunities of usefulness were thus thrown in his way, 
and he cheetfully availed himself of them, and sought 
to do business for Christ in connection with his own. 
Many of the farmers who employed him were religious 
men, and looked forward to his business visits, as to 
those of a Christian friend and brother, whose society 
was likely to be a great blessing to their fistmilies. The 
following instances shew how well he could connect 
the interests of another life with the duties of the 
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present. Mr. J. K. Kiggall, of Grimsby, states : — 
"^ From 1835 to 1844, Mr. Richardson came once a 
year to my Other's house at Gayton, and spent a few 
days with us to wind our yearly clip of wool, and I 
was generally his companion while he remained. The 
first thing we did on his arrival was to ask him to 
preach in our kitchen in the evening, to which he 
generally assented. I was then, at once, despatched 
upon a pony to inform the neighbours, and was always 
successful in obtaining a congregation, as every one 
thought him 'a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost.' I afterwards spent as much time as possible 
in his company, and was always impressed with his 
cheerfulness, happiness, and even temper. He com- 
monly went about his business humming snatches of 
h3rmns, unless talking to me about something good, 
and though I was then quite a boy, I greatly loved 
and revered him as a servant of Crod." 

Mr. Fletcher, of ScamUesby, a valuable localpreacher 
in the Homcastle circuit, says : — ^** Once a year he 
came to my mother's house to wind wool, and on these 
annual visits I was with him as much as possible. On 
one occasion he asked me in a very impressive manner 
how I was getting on in religion. I told him I feared 
very slowly. He said, * I thought so.' I asked why he 
thought so? He replied: < Because you are doing 
nothing for God / and he went on to admonish and 
exhort me to start afresh for heaven. And by the 
grace of God, I resolved to do so there and then. I 
felt that what he said was true. I knew he was my 
friend, and I resolved to act upon his advice, and give 
myself body and soul, time and talents to God, if he 
would graciously accept me ; and I have been tr3dng 
ever since to glorify. Him in public and private, and 
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to this day I feel I owe a debt of love to Mr. Riohardson, 
for his kind reproof and exhortations." 

And what was done at Gayton-le- Wolds, and Scam- 
blesby, was frequently repeated elsewhere. Wherever 
he went he was the zealous preacher of a present and 
full salvation, as well as the woolwinder of the annual 
clip; and of many of these week-evening services which 
he held, it will be said in the day of the Lord : — " This 
man was bom there." When he was not invited to 
preachy he usually requested permission to do so. 
And many a time the village chapel was suddenly 
lighted up, and the inhabitants called together at a few 
hours warning, for there was no difficult in getting him 
a congregation. If the &mily with which he had to' 
spend a few days were not religious, he did his best to 
^^ leave a blessing behind him f and that in a manner 
so pleasant, and free from all sanctimonious self-asser- 
tion as to prepare almost any one to look favourably 
upon the things of God. In many families outside the 
pale of Methodism his name is fragrant to this day, and 
impressions were produced by his instrumentality which 
led to results, the value of which will never be known 
until the day of eternity shall dawn. On these visits 
it was his endeavour to make himself specially agreeable 
to the younger members of the household. There was 
a charm about his manners which seemed to fascinate 
the young. Like the boy at the Ashby bam door, 
who afterwards became a clergyman, and like young 
Biggall and Fletcher, intelligent^ well-disposed, young 
people were drawn to him, and felt at home in his 
company. And from the purest motives he encouraged 
their attachments. To instil religion into the heart of 
a boy, he knew full well, was like planting another 
young *< palm tree in the house of the Lord.'' And 
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there was nothing in the world in which he took such 
delight as to do that. Whilst talking to a child, he 
would lift up his heart to Gk)d, in silent prayer for 
grace, to enable him to say something that might be 
the means of leading the little one to the Saviour. 

And surely no one will find flault with these endea- 
vours to connect religion with the ordinary duties of 
life. It is what we are all too prone to forget, but what 
is particularly needed everywhere. " Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 
• And how is this to be done ? but by doing as Charles 
Kichardson did. To conceal i^ligiou is to dishonour 
Christ, and run the risk of suffocating it to death. 
There is a way of obtruding it upon others, most ob- 
jectionable and repulsive; but in Charles' case there 
was such manifest simplicity of purpose and transparent 
purity, that people who knew him were led to 
expect something about Christ and personal religion, 
before he left their company. When he was invited 
to a farmhouse as a woolwinder, it was taken for 
granted that while he was a visitor, there must be 
family prayer, and plenty of talk about religion amongst 
the servants ; and people who could not do with prayer 
took good care not to invite him. When Moses was 
requested to exercise his authority and silence the 
preaching laymen, he exclaimed : — " Would God that 
all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them !" As much as to say 
that he cherished the hope that a time would come, when 
all who know the Lord shall shew forth his praise with 
lip and life. And that time shall come. '' It shall 
come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and 
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your daughters shall prophesy." These are " the last 
days ;" we are in the very midst of them. The Holy 
Spirit is even now given to them that believe. And 
when the heart becomes His living temple, all Chris- 
tians feel what Charles Wesley expressed when he 
sang:— 

'* My heart is full of Christ, and longs 
Its glorious matter to declare ! 
Of him I make my loftier songs, 

I cannot from his praise forbear ; 
My ready tongue makes haste to sing 
The glories of my heayenly King.'' 

Charles Bichardson had received the baptism of the 
Spirit ; and the consequence was, he carried Christ 
with him wherever he went ; and was always on the 
look-out for an opportunity to offer salvation to master 
and man, to old and young. 

The business of a woolwinder is confined, as has 
been said, to one season of the year, and left Mr. 
Richardson at liberty for other occupations from the 
autumn until the following spring. And the important 
religious service in which he was employed for the last 
five-and twenty years of his life warrants the inference 
that the special Providence of the Great Head of the 
Church directed him to that worldly calling. In winter 
he found by &r the best opportunities for gathering 
large congregations on week-day evenings; and his 
new business left him quite free to accept the numerous 
invitations which began to come in from various and 
distant places, to preach occasional sermons and hold 
protracted services, with a view to the revival of the 
work of God. Nor did this alternate employment in 
the work of the church and the world, operate at all 
injuriously upon himself, or impair bis usefulness. Affcer 
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being entirely separated from worldly business six or 
seven months at a time, preaching and travelling all 
over the country, he could return to his woolwinding 
and other duties with alacrity and satisfaction ; and was 
ready again when the season came round to set off on 
his long tours of Gospel toil, with renewed freshness 
and spirit of enterprise. The constitution of his mind 
was singularly elastic, and he knew how to be 
diligent **in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord." 

Before he began going from home as an evangelist, 
he filled up the year when woolwinding was over, with 
various agricultural labours. About an acre of land 
was attached to the cottage in which he lived, and 
was cultivated after the fashion of market gardeners. 
Ilomcastle market frequently found him present with 
something to sell. An instance is related connected 
with his marketings, illustrative of his character: — 
He was there on one occasion standing by a heap of 
potatoes which he offered for sale. A buyer came up 
and asked, " What sort of potatoes are these ? " His 
honest reply was : " None of the best !" Other sales- 
men standing near, said one to another : " What sort 
of a man is this who wont praise his own potatoes !" 
But the truth is he was just that sort of man. True 
to his Methodist rule, " he did not use many words in 
buying and selUng.'' His temptations to say " Some 
of the best," instead of " None of the best," were pro- 
bably as strong to him in his small way of business, as 
those which are presented to the large dealer and 
wealthy merchant, who turn over thousands of pounds 
in a single transaction, and make no scruple about a 
false representation. But it was of more consequence 
to him ^ ^ ( Lhnt>x } a conscience void of offence,!* than to 
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make a good bargain. And in the long run it was 
none the worse for him. People got to know him and 
could trust his word, and did business with him in pre- 
ference to others. Indeed such were the connections 
he acquired, and such the esteem in which he was held 
^ in hifi own country/' that had he confined himself to 
the ordinaiy work of a local preacher, and pursued 
worldly business like others his equals, — with his 
natural shrewdness and well-regulated habits, — it is 
highly probable that he would have been equally suc- 
cessful as the most fitvoured of his cotemporaries, 
some of whom acquired considerable property. But he 
had nobler work to do. 

" Enow, that the wings 
On which my soul is mounted, have long since 
Borne her too high to stoop to any prey 
That soars not upwards ; sordid and dunghill 
Minds, composed of earth, in that gross element 
Fix all their happiness ; bnt purer spirits, 
Puiged and refined, shake off that clog of 
Human tnSlty,*'— Beaumont and FUtchet\ 



CHAPTER IV. 

"Nothifig 18 so contagious as enthtisiasm ; it is Uie real allegoi^ 
of the tale of Qrpheiis : it moves stones, it charms brutes. En- 
thusiasm is the genius of sincerity, and truth accomplishes no 
yictories without it"— Btdiper. 

Mb. Richabdson commenced his labours as an itinerant 
evangelist in consequence of the pressing and perse- 
vering solicitations of his friends. Mr. Barton gives 
the following narrative of the circumstances of his first 
eflforts in the way in which he was so long distin- 
guished : — "In the year 1833, 1 removed from Tetford 
to a farm at Hagnaby, a small hamlet in the Alford 
circuit. The Rev. Robert Bryant was at that time 
the superintendent minister, and laboured with much 
success. With his consent I sent many and urgent 
invitations to brother Richardson to come and help us; 
feeling assured that the people were prepared of the 
Lord for his labours. He declined compliance how- 
ever, again and again ; not seeing his way clear to 
come and stay a couple of weeks as I wished him. At 
length in the month of December, 1835, he consented 
to come for a week. At that time Mr. William Ooates, 
now of Laceby, near Grimsby, resided at Hagnaby ; 
and invited Mr. Richardson to his house during his 
stay. He preached at Hagnaby on the Sunday with 
blessed results ; and was engaged for five nights during 
the following week, at Sutton, Huttoft, Tmsthorpe, 
and Alford : preaching and attending missionary-meet- 
ings, and witnessing the conversion of sinners in each 
place. A few weeks afterwards he was greatly urged 
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bj friends in other vUlages in the neighbourhood, 
where a gracious work was going on, to visit them ; 
and in January, 1836, he spent a fortnight amongst 
them, preaching three times on the Sunday and five 
nights during the week, holding prayer-meetings, and 
visiting the people in their dwellings. It pleased God 
to crown his labours with marked success. Yery many 
were converted, and for long afterwards it was quite 
common to find persons rise up in the lovefeasts and 
refer to those blessed times, and tell of their having 
received the blessing of entire sanctification in those 
days of grace. At the end of the fortnight he returned 
home, but was not long in coming back again at the 
earnest request of both preachers and people; and 
wherever he went the chapels were crowded to over- 
flowing, and sinners were crjring for mercy on every 
hand. The people held meetings for prayer in each 
other's houses, at all hours of the day and night ; and 
it was no strange thing in those days to hear and see 
men in the fields calling upon the name of the Lord. 
Orby was one of the villages he visited. Previous to 
his going there Methodism had nearly died away ; but 
it pleased the Lord to bless brother Bichardson's 
labours in that place in a wonderful manner. The 
Holy Spirit was poured out upon the people, and stout- 
hearted sinners were constrained to roar aloud for the 
disquietuess of their hearts. Many found pardon, and 
were filled with *joy and peace in believing.* One 
man who had been some time under deep convictions, 
and had sought the Lord in agonies of prayer, was so 
overwhelmed with joy when he laid hold upon Christ, 
that he walked upon his knees from one end of the chapel 
to the other, and back again, shouting, * Glory ! 
glory 1 glory ! ' This man's wife and three daughters 
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were all soundly converted at the same time, and stead^ 
fastly held on their way for a few years, when both 
father and daughters all died exceedingly happy in 
God. On the same occasion another woman was seek- 
ing the Lord in much distress of soul, with a baby in 
her arms. Her case greatly excited brother Richard- 
son's sympathy, and he encouraged her and prayed 
with her until she was enabled to cast her burden upon 
the Saviour. That woman and the daughter she was 
then nursing are both living and serving God at the 
present time. Several other places which he visited 
were blessed as largely as Orby, and some of the 
gracious results are still forthcoming. Since these 
visits in 1835, brother Biohardson has frequently been 
with us, preaching for chapels, missions, or Sunday- 
schools, and has always had large congregations and 
good collections ; and better than all, has always had 
conversions, and left the Societies benefited and re- 
vived by his visits. In the year 1854, he preached at 
Sutton, in Mr, Guy's granary, when the heavenly in- 
fluence which came down upon the congregations was 
astonishing. Very many persons now living date their 
conversion from that time." 

The mode of labour thus commenced and signally 
blessed by God, is no doubt to be regarded as irregular, 
so far as the discipline and church order of the Wes- 
leyan Societies are concerned. And yet who would be 
willing to discourage such a labourer as Charles Rich- 
ardson ? Rather, who would not be ready to bid him 
" God speed I " Irregularities, simply aff(^cting the 
methods employed by good men in order to bring the 
Gospel home to the hearts of sinners, are not always 
to be suppressed. Some of our Lord's disciples would 
have summarily and rashly stopped certain proceedings 
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which were not quite to their taste; but he forbad 
^hem to interfere, and enunciated a principle to which 
they were strangers at the time, saying: — ^'For he 
that is not against ns is on our part" There were 
irregularities at Philippi on the part of some who 
preached Christy but the apostle Paul would not have 
them suppressed. The entire economy and history of 
MethodiEon, present many points not much in harmony 
with ecclesiastical canons and ancient usages, but they 
are not considered any the worse on that account. 
Methodists regard the authority of the Holy Scriptures 
as supreme in the settlement of all disputed questions. 
Mr. Wesley had- much difficulty in breaking loose from 
the trammels of the iron ecclesiasticism, in which he 
was trained from boyhood ; but as he advanced along 
his shining path and yielded to the clearer light which 
ahe Holy Spirit conveyed to his mind, he gave his 
sanction to many things which high churchmen de< 
lounce to this day as intolerable irregularities ; the 
plain fact that they were owned of God, and in nothing 
contrary to the spirit or letter of Holy Scripture was 
enough for him. From the beginning, the system of 
Church polity which Mr. Wesley bequeathed to his 
successors has been administered with much wisdom 
and moderation. Certain irregularities or deviations 
from the ordinary discipline of the connexion have 
occasionally shewn themselves, like exceptions to a 
rule ; but if the hand of Ood has been visible in con- 
nection with them, they have been wisely allowed to 
take their course, until results have fiiUy demonstrated 
their propriety and value. Mr. Wesley allowed females 
in a few instances to exercise their gifts in public 
speaking, on the assumption that they had an extra- 
ordinary call of God ; and on the sftme ground the 
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Conference has prudently abstained from interfering 
with the labours of several holy women, wives of 
ministers and others who have been fellow-helpers 
with their husbands in the work of saving souls. The 
late Mr. William Dawson, of blessed memory, occupied 
an irregular position as a preacher, but he was plainly 
called of God to maintain it, and everyone felt that he 
was "the right man in the right place;" and both 
ministers and people, with Conferential sanction, pro- 
vided a special fund to sustain him where God had 
placed him, and where he rendered invaluable service 
up to the end of his life. Mr. Richardson's position 
became similar to Mr. Dawson's, and the various super- 
intendent ministers, who were successively placed in 
charge of the Homcastle circuit, judged themselves at 
liberty to treat his as a special and peculiar case ; and 
very properly abstained from a rigid enforcement of 
the rules relating to the work and office of a local 
preacher. His name always appeared upon the circuit 
plan, and with almost every issue he was appointed to 
a certain amount of work in his own circuit, which he 
was ever careful to perform. The Methodist church 
polity does not contemplate such an order of preachers 
as itinerant evangelists, other than the regular minis- 
ters appointed by the Conference to circuits. But 
then, ministerial orders are not difficult to obtain by 
properly qualified candidates. For the sake of godly 
order, local preachers are required to confine their 
labours to the circuit in which they reside, save under 
exceptional circumstances which are duly provided for; 
but in Mr. Richardson's case this rule was not put in 
force, and he was cheerfully allowed to labour in any 
circuit into which the resident authorities invited him. 
And he had such an honourable sense of his personal 



EXCEPTIONAL OASES AND WHAT THET MEAN. 77 

obligations to the discipline of the connexion, that he 
never would go into any circuit unless invited by the 
ministers as well as the people. 

The question no doubt, may be very properly raised, 
how &r it is wise and safe to allow of such exceptional 
cases; but the precedents are so weighty, and the 
beneficial results of past practice are so unquestionable, 
that it is greatly to be desired that the action of con- 
nexional authority in relation to these cases should 
continue the same as hitherto. The great Head of the 
church has not bound Himself up by certain canon 
laws. The wisdom of men is sometimes *^ foolishness 
with Gfod.'' Exceptional cases which bear the Divine 
stamp upon them, may be regard^ as special tokens 
of the continued presence and action of the Holy Spirit 
in the church. In the absence of plain and unmis- 
takable indications of the will of God to the contrary, 
it is a solemn duty to carry out the established dis- 
cipline of the Christian church in a spirit of meekness, 
wisdom, and love ; but to say that certain regulations 
respecting the mode of teaching and preaching are 
never in any instance to be relaxed, is to say what 
Methodism has never yet said, and it is to be hoped 
never will. 

Mr. Richardson's career as a Wesleyan evangelist, 
commenced under circumstances which marked him 
out as a man called of God, to a life of extensive use- 
fulness ; and he felt it laid upon his hteaxt and consci- 
ence to preach the Gospel ev^ywhere. And yet he 
withstood his own impressions as long as he dared. 
For a time he endured much distress of mind while 
casting about within himself how to act, in reference 
to the invitations and wishes of his friends. His 
natural modesty led him to shrink from the position 
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he was ui^ed to occupy, and yet at the same time he 
seemed to hear voices both within and without, say- 
ing : — " This is the way, walk ye in it." He prayed 
much for Divine guidance; took time before he de- 
cided ; and at length, being fully persuaded in his owl 
mind that he was in his providential path, felt free t( 
act in reference to the various open doors of usefulnea 
before him, according to the best of his judgment, exer* 
cised in the fear of the Lord. This he did, ana 
persevered to the end in doing it; nor had he at 
any time reason to suspect that he had been misled. 
His experience was another illustration of the promise : 
— ^^ In all thy wajrs acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.'' 

The personal qualifications of Mr. Kichardson for 
the larger sphere of usefulness he now entered, were 
highly creditable to himself, and such as with the bles- 
sing of God were likely to secure success. During the 
long period in which he held back from preaching, he 
had diligently sought afber self-improvement, and was 
so far successful as to make up in a great measure for 
the lack of early education. He was blessed to as 
large an extent as most men with that enviable con- 
ception of the old classic : — " A healthy mind in a 
healthy body." He had a strong will, a retentive 
memory, a &ir amount of imagination, a sound under- 
standing, was capable of persevering application, and 
had a keen intuitive insight into the nature of things: 
his mind was always at work, making observations and 
drawing, inferences, and his knowledge was continually 
increasing ; he sought it everywhere, and like a miser 
greedy of treasure, the more he obtained the more he 
desired ; he gathered scraps from school-boys, or any- 
body, in daUy conversation ; and what he gathered he 



THE RIV. GEORGE CUBITT. 79 

knew how to store away and prepare for use. He was 
a diligent reader of good books : theology, history, and 
biography, were his delight. The Bible was his daily 
study, and almost eyetything else which he read was 
made to contribute to its elucidation. Mental activity, 
associated with constant prayer to God, is sure to be 
most salutary and beneficial. When a man who is 
diligently pursuing useful knowledge is continually 
praying to God to help him, he is sure to be an apt 
scholar, and may be expected to become a blessing to 
his feUow-mortaJs. For a long time before Mr. Rich- 
ardson began to preach, he had many opportunities 
of personal intercourse with the ministers of the Horn- 
castle circuit, and others who moved in a circle supe- 
rior to his own; and was not a little assisted by them 
in his reading and the supply of books. He was 
too poor to purchase what he wanted to read, and 
there was no village library to which he had access ; 
but his friends were always ready to lend what 
he wanted, and he freely availed himself of their 
kindness. The late Rev. George Oubitt, who for 
several years presided with great ability, as Editor 
over the Wesleyan literature published at City Road, 
London, once said in a large gathering of ministers: — 
<< When I was a young man, I had not many books of 
my own, but wherever I could, I borrowed one, and 
did not care to walk a mile or two for that puipose ; 
and when I became a preacher, I had always a book 
with me, whether at home or walking to a country 
appointment ; I was always reading.'' And many of the 
early Methodist preachers were men of similar habits ; 
they were hard readers, close thinkers, keen observers, 
praying much withal ; and not a few of them persevered 
in the pursuit of knowledge, until they became men of 
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extraordinary power and valuable attainments. Some 
of them might be wanting in " French polish," but 
they had an abundance of power ; and, like first-rate 
pioneers, knew how to split the rocks, and' fell the 
forests, and lay the foundations deep and strong, and 
build up the fair walls of Zion even in troublous times. 
And it will be well for mankind, if their more 
privileged successors, who possess greater superficial 
refinement, retain the manly energies of those upon 
whose labours they have entered. 

Mr. Eichardson's character as a man and a preacher, 
was formed and £°u9hioned very much in the same way 
as many of the early coadjutors of Mr. Wesley, who 
were sometimes designated "round preachers," from 
the extensive circuits they occupied. In many re- 
spects he resembled them, and, had he lived in their 
day, very likely he would have been one of them. 
They were the heroes of our church, whose example 
stimulated his admiration and ambition ; he longed 
to be like them, prayed for their mantle, and did his 
best to emulate their devotedness, and achieve their 
success. As a preacher he was comparatively ripe at 
the commencement of his career. His age was lipe, 
so also were his religious attainments ; and his gifts 
were not those of a novice. His labours were pro- 
ductive of fruit from the first. Some of the manu- 
scripts of his earliest sermons are still forthcoming, and 
how he found time in those days to compose them it is 
difficult to say. Some of them are written out at full 
length, and do credit to both head and heart He 
never was a memoriter preacher, but from the begin- 
ning his sermon notes were very copious. And many 
of them which were prepared in after years, are so 
complete as to be almost fit for the press. He was a 
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believer in the aphorism of Lord Bacon : — ** Reading 
maketh a full man ; conference a ready man ; writinf^ 
an exact man." Men like Mr. Richardson, have need 
to study correctness, especially in proclaiming the will 
of God to large audiences ; and he felt it, and for the 
fiake of correctness, was laborious in the work of pre- 
paring for the pulpit When he began to preach, all 
his reading and thinking converged upon this one 
point This was a work which he felt that God had 
given him to do, and he was anxious to do it in a 
workman-like style, and spared neither pains nor 
prayer in order to succeed. The consequence was, in 
the estimation of the friends around him, he came forth 
" to fight the good fight " like one who had been pre- 
viously trained, and had learned well the heavenly 
sword exercise. 

Some preachers seem never to have to pass a period 
of professional boyhood, they are men from the first. 
The late Dr. Bunting is said, by some who knew him 
well in early life, to have preached sermons when a 
young man on probation in the Oldham circuit, as full 
of power and ability as any in after-life. Thei'e was a 
wide difference between Dr. Bunting and Mr. Richard- 
son. The one was superbly gifted, rai^ely equalled, 
and qualified to sustain a first-class position in either 
church or state ; his name amongst Wosleyans will 
long stand only inferior to that of the illustrious 
founder himself. The other was simply an earnest, 
sensible, humble, energetic, successful evangelist ; and 
there is no intention to institute a comparison by 
placing their names side by side. Mr. Richardson 
liowever, was an efficient preacher from the first. As 
soon as he entered the harvest field he shewed himself 
"a workman that needed not tobeashamed," and brought 

Q 
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home such burdens of " sheaves '' as have been seldom 
seen. His fine mellow voice, possessing considerable 
compass and flexibility; his earnestness, unaffected 
simplicity, and occasional outbursts of vehemence, his 
unquestionable personal piety, and his genuine Saxon 
countenance, all tended to throw a sort of charm over 
the congregations to whom he ministered in holy things, 
which constrained them to listen with pleasure to every 
sentence that dropped from his lips. He was innocent 
of the so called a^ri of public speaking, and had never 
studied the rules of rhetoric, but he had the gifts of a 
true preacher. The rules of genuine art are all 
founded upon nature, and come the nearest to perfec- 
tion when they are the most natural, and it is easy to 
see how a person largely favoured with natural gifts, 
may approach the standard of true art without the pre- 
vious study of its rules, and how certain it is that such 
a person will be much more effective and successful, 
than one who is chiefly dependent upon the instructions 
of artists and professors. Mr. Bichardson was not an 
artist, but he had fine natural parts "^ sanctified by the 
word of God and pi*ayer," and became a preacher 
" whom the king delighted to honour." 

At the same time that this excellent man commenced 
doing '* the work of an evangelist," he came forth as a 
zealous advocate of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 
The first public meeting which he attended as a speaker 
was at Huttofb on December 9 th, 1835 ; and he took 
an active part in numberless meetings of the same kind 
afterwards. The Society lay very near his heart ; he 
loved it with a pure and strong afiection which '< many 
waters could not quench.'' The Tincolnshire Metho- 
diste have ever been stanch sppporters of the Mis- 
sionary Society ; and the large sums of money raised 
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every year in the hamlets and yillages of the county 
for Foreign Miasions, shame many of the large town 
congregations throughout the land, which put forth 
great pretentions and claim a very superior position. 
It is no uncommon thing for missionary anniversaries 
in Lincolnshire hamlets, wl)ere the chapel contains not 
more than two hundred sittings, and the whole popu- 
lation is not above three hundred, to produce from 
£30 to £50, and sometimes more. The marvellous 
operations and success of Methodist Missions to the 
Heathen, are not a little indebted to the generous 
manner in which they have been sustained by the rural 
population of several counties, and Lincolnshire in par- 
ticular. The year before the Huttofb meeting, forty 
English districts, as arranged in the minutes of Confer- 
ence, produced £40,488 ; and the same year the Lin- 
coln district contributed £1,651 ; while the whole 
of the Lincolnshire circuits put together raised 
£2,571. Since that period some of these circuits 
have raised as much as seven and eight hundred 
pounds a year. In Mr. Kichardson the Society 
found an advocate who, taken altogether, was as 
devoted and effective as any that ever pleaded upon 
its platforms It has had many more highly gifted 
speakers, but few who have attended so many public 
meetings, or travelled so many miles in its behalf, or 
assisted in raising larger sums of money, during the 
quarter of a century which his public life lasted. The 
names of many invaluable men will readily occur — 
men of renown, famous amongst their brethren in this 
and other times, — ^who have gone forth in the exercise 
of much self denial, through the length and breadth of 
the land, to plead for means to carry on the work of 
God in the ends of the earth ; and the name of the 



84 INCREASING POPULARITY. ^^ 

peasant preacher is not unworthy of a place in their 
honourable fellowship. During many years of his 
public life he frequently attended three or four mis- 
sionary anniversaries in one week, preaching in the 
afternoon, attending a tea-meeting at the close of public 
worship, and speaking at the meeting in the evening 
for three quarters of an hour. His manuscripts shew 
with what care and diligence he sought for information 
suitable for these occasions. His speeches abounded 
with pertinent, appropriate anecdotes ; and wherever 
lie was advertised as one of the speakers, the congrega- 
tion was sure to be good, and the collection commonly 
better than the preceding year. 

Mr. Richardson's services as a preacher, and speaker 
at public meetings of various kinds, became in such ex- 
tensive demand in a few years, that had he accepted 
all the invitations which came to hand, he might have 
been continually from home. He felt it right how- 
ever to decline many of these until about the year 1850, 
when he was induced to withdraw almost entirely from 
worldly business, in order to devote himself more fully 
to the work of God. For many years after he began to 
preach there was scarcely a single new chapel erected by 
the Wesleyans in Lincolnshire, but he was requested 
to take part in the opening services ; and there per- 
haps never was a man not in the regular ministry, who 
preached as many anniversary and occasional sermons, 
made as many collections for public charities, and 
raised as large an amount of money as he did. 

The following list has been formed from jottings 
which his papers contain, but yet supplies only a por- 
tion, of that kind of service which he had the honour 
to perform : — 
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CIRCUIT. 


PLACE. 


DATE. 


Wainfleet 


Firsbv 

Spridlington 

Keal Cotes 


June 10, 18.'^«. 


Market Kasen ... 


August 19, 18.38. 


Spilsby 


October 14, 183.^. 


Boston 


Thomton-le-Fen 


September 6, 1839. 


Market Rasen ... 


L^sby 


October 13, 1839. 


Wainfleet 


Friskney 

Old Leake (New School) 


December 16, 18^9. 


Wainfleet 


December 22, 1839. 


iF^St^n ::: 


Holbeach Fen End 


March 4, 1840. 


Osgodby 


September 1.3, 1840. 


Horncastle 


Moorby 


September 27, 1840. 


Boston 


Sticknev 

Leadenham 


October 25, 1840. 


Sleaford 


October 10, 1841. 


Spalding 


Dowsdale 


November 4, 1841. 


Spilsby 


Aswardby 


March 10, 1842. 


Boston 


Fishtoft 


September lt'>, 1842. 


Oundle 


Oundle 


October 2, 1842. 


Lincoln 


Newport 


November 16, 1842. 


Spalding 

Wainfleet 


Holbeach (re-opening) ... 
Wrangle 


Christmas-day, 1842. 
June 26, 1843. 


Louth 


Ludborough 

Moulton Wash Way ... 


July 14, 1843. 


Spalding 

Cfreat Grimsby ... 


August 20, 1843. 


Waltham 


January 11, 1844. 


Downham 


Pownham (School) 


May 13, 1844. 


Peterborough ... 


Yaxley 


October 18, 1844. 


Barton-upon- ) 
Humber )" 


Habrough 


March 2, 1846. 


Grantham 


Saltby 


August 22, 1845. 


Melton Mowbray 


Twjrford 


October 17, 1845. 


Coningsby 


Tattorshall Bridge 


August 25, 184(5. 


Spaldmg 


Whaplode 


October 1, 1846. 


Boston 


Boston 


September 19, 1847. 


Louth 


Manby 


November 21, 1847. 


Belper 


BelperPottery(re-opening) 


Christmas-day, 1847. 


Grantham 


Colsterworth 


October 1, 1848. 


Ilkeston 


Stapleford (re-opening) ... 


December 10, 1848. 
September 27, 1849. 
February 11, 1860. 


Peterborough ... 


Farcet 


Coningsby 


New York 


Nottingham 


Ruddington (School) ... 


April 28, 1860. 


Boston 


Butterwick (re-openmg)... 


October 3, 1860. 


Boston 


Boston (Organ) 


December 22, 1860. 



One thing specially worthy of notice, and much to 
the credit of Mr. Richardson, was, that when he 
preached on these or similar occasions and had to appeal 
to the people on behalf of financial objects, he never 
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seemed to lose sight of the fact that he was Christ's 
ambassador, sent to preach in order to bring lost sinners 
to God. And whether he was opening chapels or 
preaching anniversary sermons on week-days or Sun- 
days, he always looked for conversions there and then, 
and he was generally permitted to see them : some- 
times he saw them in considerable number. The late 
Dr. Newton who had large experience in such matters 
once said : — " The way to induce people to give their 
money for religious objects is to get at their hearts by 
preaching the pure Gospel." Mr. Richardson many 
times in the course of his long life proved this opinion- 
to be unquestionably correct ; his earnest evangelical 
ministry seldom failed to secure encouraging financial 
results, and he had souls for his hire at the same time. 
He usually prepared sermons for these occasions suit- 
able to the circumstances, whether connected with 
Sunday-schools, Foreign Missions, or ought else, but 
they were all full of evangelical doctrines and senti- 
ments. Some of the subjects he prepared were the 
following : — 

" On Loving the House of Qod.''—P9alm xrvi. 8. 

" The City by a River. " —Psalm x] vi 4. 

'.' Beautiful Feet on Mountain tops." — Isaicih lii. 7. 

"The Virtues of Holy Waters."— ^««*ic^xlvii. 9. 

" The Walls of Zion built."— Pm^to cii. 16. 

" The Burning Buah.''— Exodus iii. 2-6. 

" Peace and Security of the Church." —Isaiah xxxiii. 20, 21. 

" Weeping Sowers ; Happy Reapers."— /Vo^ cxxvi 6. 

" The Chief Pursuit."— Pnwer6« iv. 7. 

"Tho Two SojiB."^AfaUhew xxi. 28. 

" The Queen of Sheba.'— 1 Kiru^s x, 6, 7. 

A large bundle of manuscript sermons and sermon 
notes, affords ample proof that he was very diligent in 
his pulpit preparations, and that he sought to obtain well 
beaten oil for the lamps of the sanctuary. He did not 
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expect Divine assistance without doing all in his power 
to help himself. And in addition to his other prei)ara- 
tions he always desired to go directly from his knees in 
secret, to appear before the public congregation. , And 
coming thus fresh from the presence of God, he often 
seemed tor bring with him something of that heavenly 
ludiance, which beamed so brightly from the prophet's 
countenance when he came down from communing 
with God on the top of Sinai. Indeed, this was ^^ the 
lock of his strength " — the secret of his power. He 
had never been the man he was, but for much secret 
intercourse with God. And oh ! may not all who 
preach ^^ the glorious €k)6pel " attain the same dis- 
tinction 1 Why not ] What hinders 1 Oh ! how 
formal, tame, and feeble in the way of converting 
sinners, all preachers are who have '* no power with 
God ! '* Is it not indispensable that God's ambassadors 
should renew their commission each time they deliver 
their message. Cowper has well said : — 

" When one that holds oommuniou with the skies, 
Has filled his urn where these pure waters rise, 
And onoe more mingles with us meaner things, 
'Tis even as if an angel shook his wings ; 
Immortal fragance tills the circuit wide, 
That tells us whence his treasures are supplied." 



CHAPTER V. 

"Siirely that preaching which comes from the soul, most works on 
the soul."- Fullei'. 

"The inward sighs of humble penitence 
Rise to the ear of heaven, when pealed hymns 
Are scattered with the sounds of common air." 

Joanna Baillie. 

In the latter end of 1836, Mr. Kichardson was urged 
to spend some time as an evangelist in the Great 
Grimsby circuit. He went in the early part of Novem- 
ber and remained until January, 1 837 ; preaching at the 
rate of four or five days a week, sometimes twice a day, 
and two or three times on the Sundays ; besides hold- 
ing many prayer-meetings, band-meetings, and other re- 
ligious services ; often continuing them until late in the 
evening. The formal record of these labours is lost, and 
all that remains to tell of them are the cherished reminis- 
cences of individuals who witnessed them, and were 
brought to God at that time. Not a few of these testify to 
the wonderful displays of Divine power which then took 
place, resulting in the conversion of many sinners and 
the general quickening of the Societies throughout the 
circuit Wherever he went he was received as the 
messenger of God, the chapels were crowded, and the 
word he proclaimed had "free course," and was 
" mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds." Many persons of different ages and conditions 
were powerfully awakened and " added to the church," 
both in the Grimsby and neighbouring circuits. From 
♦I.;, period, Methodism in that jiart of Lincolnshire has 
^ed onwards, prospering more and more. The 
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Grimsby circuit for several years past has occupied a 
most honourable position in Methodism, contributing 
from £600 to £800 a year to the support of Mis- 
sions to the Heathen, increasing the staff and stipends 
of its own ministers, multiplying commodious chapels, 
and erecting and maintaining six day-schools now in 
successful operation. During three y^ars, viz. : — from 
1356 to 1859, the voluntary contributions of the 
Wesleyan Methodists of that single circuit, for vari- 
ous religious objects, amounted to the noble sum of 
upwards of £13,000! 

Of course it is not intended to attribute these results 
to Mr. Eichardson's labours, but it does seem proper 
to mark the circumstance, that after "the season of 
grace" which the circuit experienced during hb visit in 
1836-7, a steady flow of prosperity set in, which had 
not been known previously. For some years before 
this date the number of members in Society had stood 
a little over 1,000 ; but in March, 1840, they were re- 
turned at 1,230, and they have continued increasing 
(with small fluctuations) up to the present time. Many 
devoted and talented ministers have occupied the 
ground, and have had much success in their labours, 
and to their instrumentality the prosperity of the cir- 
cuit is mainly to be attributed ; but there is no doubt 
that Mr. Richardson's numerous visits largely contri- 
buted to promote it. In no part of England was he 
more highly appreciated and beloved than in the 
Grimsby circuit. At any time of the year, on any 
day of the week, if it was only announced a few hours 
beforehand by the cry of the bellman or other means, 
that he was to preach in George Street chapel, there 
was sure to be a large cpngregation at the appointed 
hour. Some of the most respectable, inhabitants of the 
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borough " glorified God in him " bj becoming " obe- 
dient to the Mth " which he preached. And not a few 
both rich and poor, " stand fiist in the Lord " to this 
day, who will thank God for ever and ever for his 
ministry. 

The following letter to his wife is an interesting 
memento of the time. It is dated Laceby, February 
8th, 1844 :— 

" My dear Ann. — I have'good news to send you. 
I am very well in health and happy in souL The Lord 
is with us in a very powerful manner. I have preached 
five times in Grimsby to large congregations, and many 
souls have been saved. At Laceby, on Monday night, 
we had a most happy time, and seven or eight found 
peace. At Hatcliffe, on Tuesday, we had a chapel full 
of people and six or seven found peace ; and at Keelby, 
on Wednesday night, which is a village much like Tet- 
ford, we had a crowded chapel and a breaking down 
among the people. About twenty came forward in 
distress, and twelve obtained pardon ; while many went 
home deeply wounded. Yesterday afternoon I went to 
Hull with Mr. and Mr& Ooates, to hear Mr. Oaoghey 
from America. We took the packet at Grimsby and 
had a pleasant voyage. At six o'clock Waltham-street 
chapel was full of people, we had a good sermon, and 
a great number of mourners came forward, and many 
were made happy. I met with my old friend Mr. Field, 
who was glad to see me again, and spent a comfortable 
night at his house. This morning at eight o'clock we 
set sail for Grimsby, but the sea was very rough, the 
waves rolled high, and the packet tossed about so much 
that the people were thrown down upon the deck. I 
thought I should have beeUt sick. The scene was 
awfully grand ; I never saw the like before ; but I 
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shoald not like to be a sailor, and was thankful when 
we got safe home. We are just going to Waltham to 
hear the Rev. F. J. Jobson from Leeds, at two and 
BIX. It is the opening of the new chapel. I am to 
continae the services on Sunday afternoon and night, 
and shall preach again at Lacebj on Monday, and hope 
to get home at the end of the week. I hope you are 
well. I do not forget you upon my knees, and have no 
doubt our prayers meet at the throne of grace. 
" I am, yours most faithfully, 

"Ohas. Eichabdson." 

Mr. Charles Watmough, a respected local preacher 
in the Louth circuit, writes with reference to his early 
labours as an evangelist : — " I first became acquainted 
with Mr. Richardson during his visit to the Grimsby 
circuit in the year 1836. He preached in the town of 
Caistor, whei'e I then resided, and was the means of 
doing much good. My heart was just then opening it- 
self to the Lord's teaching, and he was just such a 
preacher as suited my young and buoyant soul and 
rivetted my attention to the word of the Lord. He 
was in behaviour out of the pulpit, modest, gentle- 
manly, sincere, kind and affable, plain in dress, as 
indeed he always was up to the end of his course, for 
I never saw any difference in him." 

From Grimsby he proceeded in January, 1837, to 
the Spilsby and Market Rasen circuits, where he 
laboured three months with uninterrupted accepta- 
bility and success ; pursuing much the same course as 
at Grimsby, preaching as frequently, and often able to 
rejoice in the triumphs of truth and grace which he was 
permitted to witness in connection with his visits to 
various place& In the Spilsby circuit he ]iad many 
spiritual children, and had great satis&ction in their 
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consistency and steadfastness. In October, 1838, he 
returned to that circuit and continued labouring with 
indefatigable zeal up to the end of January, 1839. 
During that visit he preached frequently on behalf of 
missions, chapels, and Sunday-schools, but was ever 
intent upon saving souls, and was almost always and 
everywhere successful. It was a fruitful season of 
gracious visitation to the whole neighbourhood. " The 
windows of heaven were opened," and " showers of 
blessing" came down upon ministers and people, all 
worked harmoniously together, Mr. Hichardson was in 
his element, and hundreds of people were gathered 
into the Wesleyan fold. In the March quarter of 
1839, the numbers in the circuit, after making up for 
the usual wear and tear, shewed a clear increase of 279 
members over the preceding year. 

A.t Binbrook, in the Market Rasen circuit, he was 
made a great blessing. Mr. Chapman, who for many 
years was the pillar of the Society in that place, and 
whose funeral sermon he preached in 1851, formed a 
strong attachment to him. For a long period after- 
wards, he regularly preached the annual sermons for 
the Sunday-school and took part in the missionary 
anniversary, and always had crowded audiences, and 
saw more or less of good done. Many persons in that 
neighbourhood were brought to Qod by his instru- 
mentality, some of whom remain to this day. 

The latter part of 1837 was spent chiefly in the Alford 
circuit, and in January, 1838, he went to Boston at the 
urgent soHcitation of ministers and Mends. The circuit 
connected with that town was at the time in question 
of considerable extent, embracing the whole of what 
is now the Wainfleet circuit, and stretching from the 
sea coast to a considerable distance inland. In this 
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district Mr. Richardson had a fine field of labour, he 
had access to the entire population, and wherever he 
appeared the people flocked together to hear him 
preach. The writer was superintendent minister of 
the Boston circuit after its division, for three years, 
commencing about eight years after Mr. Richardson's 
first visit, and had ample opportunities of judging as 
to the value and effects of his labours, and he is free 
to say, that so far as his knowledge is concerned, 
never was any individual, lay or clerical, in any part 
of Methodism, held in greater regard, or more ex- 
tensively useful. Never was any one's name men- 
tioned so frequently in lovefeasts and class-meetings 
with gratitude to God as was his. Many of the best 
members of society, class-leaders, and local preachers, 
attributed their conversion to his instrumentality. 
The Boston circuit received a spring and impulse at 
that period which it has never lost up to the present 
time. The converts gathered into the fold during 
that visit, and immediately afterwards, appeared as 
members in the annual returns of March, 1839, when 
there was a clear net increase of three hundred and 
twenty-nine on the year, — one of the largest ingather- 
ings the circuit has ever known. This great accession 
was sustained the following year by a further in- 
crease of fifty-five, when the circuit, containing at 
the time about nineteen hundred members scattered 
over a wide extent of country, was divided at the 
Conference of 1841, and the Wainfleet circuit formed 
out of it, with an additional minister stationed upon 
the ground. After his first visit a year seldom passed 
but he was invited to return, and many '* times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord" he brought 
with him. His services wore always in demand both 
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in town and conntry. He took part in ike opening 
services of the noble Centenary chapel in 1840 ; and 
the chapel at Stickney which he opened the same year 
becoming too small, he was honoured by preaching 
at the opening of its more spacious and handsome 
successor in 1857. During a visit in 1847 he wrote 
home, saying: — "I preached last Sunday night in 
the Centenary chapel to more than two thousand 
people from the text : — * His mouth is most sweet : 
yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, 
and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.' — 
Cant. V. 16. I had a very happy time, and in the 
prayer-meeting eight sinners obtained pardon. On 
Monday night I preached again and five more found 
peace with God ; and on Wednesday night again, when 
we had a very large congregation, several were in deep 
distress crying aloud for mercy, and a few were saved. 
I am to preach in Boston again next Sunday morning, 
and make a collection for the poor starving Irish who 
are dying of famine, and then go to Mount Pleasant for 
afternoon and evening." The writer had an oppor- 
tunity of hearing him preach that Sunday morning 
when the collection was made for the Irish. Great 
power attended the word. The congregation was 
large, and seemed to be pervaded with a sense of the 
presence of God, The sermon was remarkably earnest 
and practical, every utterance was solid, scriptural, and 
to the point ; he spoke like one who had come from 
communion with God, and felt himself answerable to 
God for everything he advanced; and what he said 
was just what his hearers might call to mind with 
benefit upon i^ death bed. As he proceeded with beau- 
tiful simplicity and flaency, to enlai^ upon his text 
and to apply the subject as he went along, the excla- 
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mation arose in the heart again and again, " Well done 
Charles I" Nobly did he plead the cause of the poor 
Irish, and generously did the congregation respond. 
That Sabbath in Boston was a type of many others 
which he spent there. 

Mr. Robert Hubbert, one of the magistrates of the 
borough, and the father of Methodism in the circuity 
who knew him intimately from first to last, writes 
thus : — " He was a good and blessed man and very 
useful here, his like is seldom to be found. He was 
exemplary in all his movements. You were never 
afraid of introducing him into any society. He was 
constitutionally retiring, but very affable, and always 
ready to join in general conversation, but mostly soon 
gave it a religious turn. When with the sorrowful he 
would try to cheer and comfort them ; and when with 
those who were happy in Gk)d he could always rejoice. 
He was uniformly good, was most unselfish and cir- 
cumspect in his proceedings in the church, never 
acting without the ministers and leading friends going 
along with him." 

It would require a volume twice the size of the pre- 
sent to follow him through all the places he visited, 
and to mention the instances of usefulness which came 
to his knowledge from time to time. A large amount 
of interesting matter is passed over from necessity^ 
and only the most important and authentic placed 
upon record. In towns and villages his ministry was 
equally acceptable. There was a raciness, power, and 
strong common sense in his sermons, associated with 
much simplicity and unction, which made them attrac- 
tive to the educated as well as to the illiterate ; so 
that, like the Hebrew shepherd of old, " He went on, 
and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts was with 
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him/' Preachers of his stamp are always successful 
Would to God they were greatly multiplied in the 
land we live in. As much human learning and polish 
for preachers as you please, but they must have in 
addition, the other and nobler qualities which distin- 
guished Charles Kichardson. What a preacher ought 
to be, and what in a good degree the " Lincolnshire 
Thrasher" really was, is admirably described in the 
following lines : — 

" Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
His master-strokes, and draw from his design. 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncomipt ; in language plain. 
And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste. 
And natural in gesture ; much impress'd 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge. 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too ; affectionate in look. 
And tender in address, as well becomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men." — Cowper.. 



CHAPTER VI. 

" He waa mighty as a preacher, and he preached with the expeo^ 
tation of immediate and individual results. The distinct demonstra- 
tive reformation and salvation of individual souls were the only 
satisfactory proofs to him of the success of his ministry, and he 
sought for such proofs in every place he visited, and after every 
sermon he delivered." — Benj. Abbott, in Stevetu' Amer. Meth, 

Mr. Wesley observes in one of his journals, after men 
tioning the circumstance that he had met with a plain 
, man, remarkably full of the Holy Ghost, and singularly 
useful: — "Only give me fifty such men and I will 
undertake to shake the three kingdoms 1 '^ The 
founder of Methodism had such a knowledge of human 
nature and of the philosophy of Christianity, that he 
had strong confidence in a Divinely prepared agency. 
He felt what we feel, that the greatest desideratum of 
the church is a supply of right hearted men, clothed 
with apostolic zeal and spiritual power, to go forth into 
the world at large as the heralds of salvation. Only 
let these be forthcoming in sufficient numbers, and the 
most sanguine expectations respecting the spread of the 
Gospel shall be realized. Christianity was made and 
sent into the world in order to conquer all mankind ; 
and it only waits until the true soldiers appear, fully 
to accomplish its mission. There is a certain kind of 
preaching which, even in the present day, rarely £u1b 
to accomplish the ends for which the Gospel was sent, 
and there is another kind which as seldom succeeds. 
" Paul planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave the 
increase." As it was, so it is. Can any one doubt 
that if St. Paul, or his sanctified band of fellow- 

H 
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labourers were to occupy our pulpits in the present day, 
that their ministry would be less successful than it was 
in their own age ? Apostolic successes did not depend 
upon human learning, eloquence, or the peculiar cir* 
cumstauces distinguishing the age ; no ! but upon the 
power of the Holy Ghost— ^ power which blessed be 
Ckxl, remains in the church still, and is ever connected 
with ministers of great personal sanctity, who closely 
walk with Gk)d. Whei-ever such men go, the Master 
is with them, enabling them to testify : — " Now thanks 
be unto Qod, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ, and makeih manifest the savour of His know-* 
ledge by us in every placa" Oh ! for a host of such ^ 
ministers ! churches languish for want of them. 

Mr. Richardson's labours as an evangelist began to 
extend to a greater distance from home at the com- 
mencement of the year 1840. He was invited by the 
^linisters of Barton-upon-Humber to assist in holding 
various anniversaries ; and was engaged in that work 
under the direction of the superintendent for a month 
or five weeks; filling up every spare evening with 
extra preaching and prayer-meetings. Many were 
awakened and converted under his ministry ; and he 
was ever afterwards held in the greatest esteem by the 
Wesleyans of that important cijxjuit The family of 
Mr. Bygott of East Halton, in particular, formed a 
stroug attachment to him^ and in after years he fre- 
quently visited their hospitable home when his exces- 
sive labours rendered a little repose and refreshment 
necessary. An invalid daughter was greatly blessed 
and comforted by his conversation and prayers, and 
sometime after one of his earliest visits, wrote in 
the following terms ; showing the estimation in which 
he was held, and the savour he had left behind him : — • 
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' "Dear Mr. Richardson, — I am glad to embrace 
another opportunity of addressing you. Since you left 
us we have often talked about you and asked each 
other where you are, without being able to answer the 
question. If it has been after seven o'clock in the 
evening, the reply has generally been : — * Oh 1 preach- 
ing somewhere.' So you see we have you always em- 
ployed in the great and good work of winning souls to 
Christ. I hope you still continue to enjoy the same 
liberty as when here. All who sat under your ministry 
agree that they never before enjoyed such bleasihgs, 
for so many times together. Do you still remember 
ihe Monday evening in our room ? Surely it was a 
time never to be forgotten. When father was at 
Barton he was accosted by some of the Mends who 
were with us, who said they never before experienced 
such a time of heavenly influence. You will I'ejoice to 
know there are seven who have joined our Society since 
you left, and several others who attend the means of 
grace more regularly. The members of Society also 
have become much more alive. Mrs. B. has not yet 
joined the class, but we hope soon to have both her 
and her husband. I will give you the names of those 
who have joined. Father and mother unite in kindest 
regards to yourself and family." 

Mr. Richardson was frequently in the Barton circuit 
and was always welcome. In the commencement of 
1844 he spent a month there, chiefly in holding special 
religious services, and at the close, sent the following 
letter to the Rev. Robert Bond, describing the re- 
sults : — 

" Teffoi'dy March 28, 1844. — My very dear brother, 
— I have received your kind letter and am sorry to 
find that you are so unwell. I have just got home 
from a ^\^ weeks tour in the Barton and Gainsborough 
circuits. I spent four weeks in four different places, 
preaching twice on the Sunday and four nights in the 
week, holding a fellowship-meeting on the fiftli. We 
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have had some of the most glorious times. In the 
first village we had forty persons who gave in their 
names to begin meeting in class, and all had found 
peace except two or three. In the next village we had 
thirty ; and in the next, I never saw such an out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God in all my life. We began 
the week well, and the congregations increased night 
after night, until at the end, numbers could not get 
into the chapeL There was a large school-room con- 
nected with it, in which we held our prayer-meetings, 
and you would have been delighted with the scenes 
which I witnessed there. Both praying men and pray- 
ing women laboured with all their might, and seemed 
as if inspired from on high, while numbers of broken- 
hearted sinners were sighing and gi^oaning and crying 
aloud for mercy, twenty together ; and six or seven 
persons praying aloud at the same time. We did our 
best to keep order, and had three rows of benches set, 
the penitents on one side and the praying people on 
the other ; but it was difficult to keep all right, and at 
twelve o'clock at night we had almost to force the 
people to go home. We had all classes of the inhabi- 
tants. There was a farmer who pleased me very much, 
he presented himself as a penitent on the second night, 
bnt did not find peace ; he came again the third night, 
and during the prayer-meeting I asked him how he 
was getting on ? He said : — * I do not get on very 
well, but I hope I shall do better, Satan must give 
way, I am sure he must ; God's word is true ; I am 
sincere, and the Lord will save me.' He came again 
the night after, when I preached from * Noah's Ark,' 
and when speaking about the Lord calling Noah into 
the ark, I shewed them how he ascended the steps to 
go in, and while doing so how he stopped and turned 
to entreat his neighbours to come in with him, and 
then went up another step and renewed his exhorta- 
tions until his work was finished, and he entered the 
aik " and the Lord shut him in." I closed the Bible 
witli a quick impressive action to suggest how it was 
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dona And when the prayer-meeting began, I went 
to the &rmer and said : — * Well, have you found the 
Lord ] ' he replied, * O yes ! just as Noah entered the 
ark, I entered with him and ventured on Christ/ A 
respectable widow woman was there whose husband 
died happy four years since. She enjoyed religion and 
one of her children also, but she had three others who 
did not, two sons and a daughter. All three came 
forward as penitents seeking mercy. The two sons 
were fine young farmers and were in deep distress of 
soul The mother^s feelings overwhelmed her, but they 
all found peace ; and then to have seen the mother and 
her four children all rejoicing in God together, was 
most affecting and delightful. The people crowded 
the penitent bench till we were obliged to tell them 
they must wait, and when some found pardon, we took 
them away to make room for others ; and when their 
names were taken down, there were more than a 
hundred, besides others who came from suiTounding 
villages of whom we took no account. I lefb the place 
all on fire. In several families little business was done 
all the week. Religion was the great topic of conver- 
sation. Meetings for prayer were held in private 
houses, where several found peace, and then went to 
tell their neighbours what the Lord had done for them. 
They would have done anything for me to have stayed 
longer : and if I could have remained a month, it 
looked as if the whole village would have been con- 
verted, but I was obliged to leave. I have also been 
at Barton, the circuit town, and numbers were brought 
to God there. I could not get to know how many ; 
we had twenty the first night. The blessed influence 
seemed to spread from place to place in various ways. 
I waatold of a labouring gardener, a praying man, who 
wafl sent for to a neighbouring village to do up the 
garden of a farm house. There were nine persons in 
the family, all of them ungodly. The mistress of the 
house said : — * The gardener is coming to-day and he is 
a Methodist, we shall have some fine fiin with him 
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to-night/ So when the good man came in to suppei^, 
she began to rally and banter him about his Methodism, 
and said: — * You must preach to us to-night/ He 
saw that they were all trifling and making sport of 
him, but replied : — ' Well, I am no preacher, but I can 
pray with you,' and down he went upon his knees im- 
mediately, and they all knelt down with him. He began 
to pour out his soul in powerful prayer, and afber he had 
pleaded with God in behalf of the family for some time, 
the servant girl, who was a backslider, began to weep 
and sob aloud, and the others became very serious. The 
gardener, who was full of the Holy Ghost, talked to 
her and prayed with her until she was comforted ; aaid 
such was the effect produced upon the others, that one 
of them cried aloud for mercy, and then another and 
another, until the whole nine were all praying together, 
with all their might, for the salvation of their souls ; 
and every one of them that night became decided for 
religion, and set out for heaven. 

" I must now conclude. I often think of you when 
upon my knees. I hope your souls prosper. May God 
bless you with health of body to labour, and much 
peace and joy in your soul. My wife joins in kind 
love to Mrs. Bond and yourself." 

In the year 1841 he laboured extensively in Cam- 
bridgeshire, visiting nearly all the circuits in that 
county and others elsewhere. He preached on behalf 
of public objects almost every Sabbath and frequently 
on week-days besides. His fame as a speaker on the 
missionary platform had gone forth, and he often had 
to attend several meetings in the satne week, and 
preach or speak in public some ten or twelve times in 
seven days. But while doing this, and working at full 
stretch, wherever it was possible he held a prayer- 
meeting at the close of the service with a view to 
bring waverers to decision, and restore lost sheep " to 
the Shepherd and Bishop of souls." His work waa 
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exceedingly laborious; but he was in the prime of 
manhood, and delighted in having fully au much 
employment in the work of God, as his bodily strength 
could sustain. It was the saying of a fine old Metho- 
dist preacher of a former day : — " That he never felt 
so happy as when on a Sunday night he was worn out 
with work, and had just enough strength left to 
tumble into bed and exclaim, ' Praise the Lord I ' '' 
Mr. Richardson was a workman of the same stamp. 
He often speaks of his exhausting toils in his letters 
home, but rarely complains, and usually seems to have 
been quite recruited by a good night's rest ; and was as 
ready as ever the next day to employ his limbs and 
lungs in his beloved employment The following 
extracts from his letters to Mrs. Richardson will best 
describe his progress at this time in his own language : — 

« Wi8heouiky Feby, 26thy 1841.— I have just got into 
Wisbeach (one o'clock Saturday). Mr. Bond said, * I 
have got some love letters for you.' I told him I was 
glad of that I am very well and the Lord is with 
me. He is carrying on His work in this circuit We 
have souls saved in almost every place. I am to 
preach at Wisbeach to-morrow and expect a good day. 
We had a tea-meeting a fortnight since, when eight 
souls were saved. I hope there will be many more on 
Sunday and Monday. On Tuesday, Mr. Harrison 
meets me on the road to Downham. I preach there 
on Tuesday night, stay there a day or two preaching, 
and then go to March in Cambridgeshire'" 

" Spalding, Oct 7th. — I had a very impleasant 
journey on Saturday. I got very wet of my feet and 
was cold all the day. I arrived here about eight 
o'clock and was received with a hearty welcome. I 
preached three times on Sunday. At night we had 
four souls saved. On Monday we had a tea-meeting 
with many people at it, and collected £12. We are 
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now going to hold a missionary-meeting at Whaplode* 
On Wednesday I preach at Western Hills. On Thura- 
day I haye to open the new chapel at Dowsdale. On 
Friday I preach at Holbeach Drove, and on Saturday 
go to Crowland. I hope you are all well. You must 
put a shilling for me into John's missionary-box. I 
thought of doing so before I lefb home but forgot, and 
I shall not be at the meeting to give anything." 

" IvgomdUy Nov. 25th, — I am very well at present. 
We have held three missionary-meetings this week. 
They have been encouraging and the collections good. 
We have many more to hold. The friends say I must 
not leave before December 6tL On that day we hold 
the Swabey missionary-meeting. Remember that the 
angel of the Lord is round about them that fear Him." 

" OutweUy Dec, 16th, — I write again to let you know 
that I continue in good health. We have had three 
missionary-meetings this week, and they have been 
happy times. I was never so hard put to it in my 
life to get into a chapel, as last night Mr. Bond has 
got a great idol from Ceylon, which we take from place 
to place, and the people crowd to the meetings. All 
well, 1 am going on Saturday ,to Spalding, and shall 
preach on Sunday at Holbeach two missionary-ser- 
mons. On Monday morning we have a breakfast- 
meeting, followed by speeches till dinner time. Mr. 
Hawthorne preaches at two in the afternoon, and then 
we have the public-meeting in the evening. I am to 
spend the week there, and shall not be at home until 
Christmas eve." 

"^ ffolbeach-Ma/rshy Fehy, 7 thy 1842.— We have had 
a very good opening of the new chapel. Dr. Newton 
preached on Wednesday ; aSid I yesterday. Altogether 
we have got £42, and seven souls saved. I am now 
going to St. James' to preach and hold a tea-meeting, 
that is after I have had my breakfast ; as soon as that 
is over we are to start and travel fifteen miles. I 
should have written before now, but I did not get your 
letter until Friday, and have been so fixed ever since 
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that I could not. I have preached in Wisbeach four 
times and we had eight souls saved. Thank God ! I 
hope you will write as soon a| you get this. I am 
very comfortable, only I am not at home with you, 
that is the greatest trial. I always remember you at 
the throne of grace." 

Wa/rmingUmy May 10<A. — I have just left Eye in 
the Peterborough circuit, where we have had a most 
delightful anniversary. I preached to them on Sunday 
at two and six, and again on Monday at two and seven. 
The chapel was crowded every time. We had a tea- 
meeting in a large public room between services on 
Monday, and they have collected £20 and hope to 
have a new chapel soon. This morning we had an 
affecting parting ; I left them with tears in their eyes, 
and one and another said : ^ The Lord bless you, 
brother ;' and, * The Lord be with you, brother ;' and, 
* You must come back again.' This morning I have 
had a pleasant ride outside the * Victoria ' coach for 
twelve miles ; and am now in Mr. Carr's house, where 
I spent several nights when I was in the Oundle cir- 
cuit last time. We are to hold a missionary-meeting 
here to-night. You will remember that I told you of 
a young man at Elton, who was in such great dlistress 
about his soul the last time I was there ; and that his 
wife cried out as we were leaving the chapel after he 
had found peace: * Bless you, I shall love you for 
ever ! ' Well, as we passed through Elton this morn- 
ing on the way here, they were both standing at the 
foundry door, with hands lifted up and smiling with 
gladness to see me again. I expect they will be here 
to-night. I leave next Tuesday morning and return 
to Peterborough, preach at . Werrington that night, 
then go to Kavely in Huntingdonshire on Wednesday; 
and on Thursday get back to Wisbeach. I hope you 
are well and happy in the Lord. John must be a 
good boy, try to love God, and read his new testament; 
he must not play with other boys on the Sabbath-day, — 
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if he does so the Lord will be angry, father and mothei 
will be grieved, and he will be rained" 

^Spalding, SepL 20«A, 1842.— I met a hearty wel- 
come in Beaton, and we had a very good day at the 
opening of the new chapel at Fishtofb, and a good 
collection. The Lord was with ns and sinners were 
awakened. I came here by the van from Boston on 
Saturday night, and preached for the Snnday-school 
yesterday morning and night, and addressed the 
parents and teachers in the afternoon. Good oon- 
gr^ations and good collectiona On Monday at the 
tea-meeting we had the two Baptist ministers and the 
Independent. All went off welL Had you not 
better ask John's master to let him sleep at home 
while I am away, it will be company for you at night 
to have him in the house.'' 

'^ Eye^ Sept, 2^th, — I came to this place on Saturday, 
and on Sunday preached twice ; the chapel was crowded 
and numbers could not get in either time. The collec- 
tions were much more than ever before. I preached 
again on Monday nighty and on Tuesday went ten 
miles and preached twice, where they had never got 
more tlian £3 for the chapel, but we had £9. On 
Saturday I go to Oundle, and shall be travelling 
from place to place every day next week. The good 
work of the Lord is going on in this place. The 
.Sunday-school children are getting good and there are 
encouraging prospects altogether. This is a beautiful 
part of the country ; many of the houses are covered 
in front with vines, and this year they have many 
grapes. The friends send me more than I can eat 
Thank God I am happy in my work. I do not for- 
get to pray for you. I hope we shall be spared to 
meet again on earth and praise the Jjord together, 
and then at last with our children in glory for 
ever and ever." 

'*ffigham Ferrers, Oct 4<A.— I am as well as ever 
I was in my life, but have plenty of work, and have 
very little time to write. I have just come in and 
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we are going out again in a little while. I have to 
preach this afternoon and to deliver a missionary speech 
at night. We had a crowded chapel and good meeting 
at Wolliston, and the best collection they ever had. 
They say I must visit them again. But I am a long 
way from home, and such a long time from home, 
that I am uncomfortable, and am looking forward 
with pleasure to the day when I shall see you again. 
I am now preaching every day, and holding missionaiy- 
raeetings every night" 

Mr. Richardson was now pressed almost out of 
measure, to visit many circuits, and had to refiise 
more invitations than he was able to accept. His 
earliest and latest friend, Mr. William Coates, of 
the Manor House, near Grimsby, was very wishful 
that he should visit that circuit again, but previous 
engagements prevented him. A letter from a mem- 
ber of the family, dated Laceby, Oct. 28th, 1842, is 
worthy of record : — 

"At the request of Mr. Coates, I beg to acknow- 
ledge your last, and to say that we really must have 
you for two or three weeks at least. Mr. Stephenson, 
our kind superintendent, was anxious for you to come 
some time ago to assist in holding missionary-meetings, 
but Mr. Coate8 persuaded him to leave you to hold 
revival services as soon as you can come. We often 
think and speak of your last prayer amongst us : — that 
our house at Laoeby might be sanctified, walls, floor, 
and all about it. I suppose you have heard that the 
house was said to be haunted ; and many have en- 
quired if we have ever seen the ghost But praise 
the Lord we have seen nothing beyond what is human. 
It is true however that about a fortnight ago, just afber 
twelve o'clock at night, we were aroused from slumber 
by strange and startling cries in one part of the house. 
We arose to see what was the matter, and found that 
the noise proceeded from the room occupied by the 
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groom. For some time previously he had been under 
deep convictions for sin, and that night upon retiring 
to his room had resolved not to sleep until he could 
cast himself upon the Saviour. He had been upon 
his knees four hours in succession and in silence 
all the time, and when at length God spoke peace 
to his heart, he was so overwhelmed with joy, that 
he gave a loud expression to his happy feelings, and 
cried out with all his might. He is still happy and 
meets with us in class. Praise God for this haunted 
home ! We care not how often we are thus aroused 
at midnight The prayer of our hearts is. Oh ! that 
Grod would visit us from on high, and sanctify us 
wholly to himself." 

Such were Mr. Richardson's friends, such their 
sympathies and joys, and such the domestic episodes 
which occasionally transpired in their dwellings. 

Part of the months of November and December were 
spent in labouring in the Lincoln circuit, and during 
that time he preached in the city and most of the 
villages surrounding it. The Newport chapel was 
opened, and he took part in the dedicatory services, 
and the blessing of God came down upon the people 
wherever he proclaimed the word of life. On the 
second of December, 1842, he wrote home as fol- 
lows : — 

" I have been out in the circuit all the week, and 
have just come into Lincoln, or I would have written 
sooner. I have been preaching and holding prayer- 
meetings every night, and the Lord has been with us, 
and good hsui b«en done in every place. I was at 
Basi^ingham last night, and about ten persons found 
pen^ce with God. My coming has produced much 
excitement, and the people run after me from place 
to pkco and many souls are saved. All being well, 
I prencli in Lincoln on Sunday morning, and at 
^-'kerton at two and six; at Branston on Monday, 
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at Eagle on Tuesday, at Newton on Wednesday, and 
at Thorp on Thursday." 

An interesting circumstance took place in connec- 
tion with his visit to Harby, at which place he 
preached on the 30th November. He had not much 
comfort in the service, and saw but little fruit. Seven 
years passed away, and Harby had nearly gone ftt)m 
his recollection. He was at Southwell in Nottingham- 
shire, and was attending a tea-meeting, when a young 
man came and sat down beside him, and asked if he 
had any remembrance of him : conversation ensued, 
in which it turned out that the young man was from 
Harby ; that he had gone with many more to hear 
Mr. K preach that night in November, 1842, and 
was deeply convinced of sin, together with several 
other young men, under the same sermon ; that they 
all became decided immediately ; joined the Society, 
and that a revival followed which spread through the 
village. Here was another illustration of the instruc- 
tion given to those who labour in the Lord's vine- 
yard: — "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand : for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good." 

Mr. Richardson laboured in the Lincoln circuit 
frequently in after-years, and was there permitted to 
gather much fruit. The people of that fine circuit 
knew how to appreciate his sterling worth, and 
rejoiced in his success. 

The number of members in Society at the Confer- 
ence of 1842 was 1,967, but the following March they 
rose to 2,137, and continued subsequently to increase : 
shewing that wherever proper means are employed, 
and a vigorous, entei-prising spirit is manifested in 
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aggressive action upon the surrounding home heathen- 
ism ; the Lord is never behindhand with His people, 
but invariably works with them and vouchsafes 
abundant encouragement. We have no right to expect 
the diffusion of religion without the employment of 
suitable human agency. Christian people need to be 
much more impressed with the value and necessity of 
chosen instruments for God to work with, for He does 
not work without them; and before the land we live in 
can be evangelized, there must be raised up a supply 
of Evangelists, baptized with fire, carrying the glad 
tidings of salvation into rural retreats, and the back 
slums of large cities, and making the regions of spiritual 
darkness and death reverberate with their cries, 
"Repent ye and believe the Gospel" Only let the 
chosen, divinely-ordained Evangelists go forth — call 
them laymen, clerics, or what you please — ^and an. army 
of regenerated men and women shall arise out of " the 
valley of dry bones," to make the land resound with 
the Redeemer's praise. 

" How beauteous on the mountains are the feet of him that brings. 
Like streams from living fountains, good tidings of good things ! 
That publisheth salvation, and jubilee release. 
To every tribe and nation, God's reign of joy and peace, 
lift up thy voice, Owatdimant and shout from Zion'a towers 
Thy hallelujah chorus, * the victory is ours !' 
The Lord shall bmld up Zion in glory and renown. 
And Jesus, Judah's lion, shall wear his rightful crown." — Qwigh. 
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** Great multilnides crowded to hear him, and a vast number in 
different places owned him for their spiritual father. His ministry 
was plain, but remarkably powerful \ he wa^ truly a Boanerges, 
and often made the stout-hearted tremble." — Captain Webb, in 
Atmjore*t MemoriaL 

In 1843 his labours were of mucli the same character 
and 'results as previously, but they are the best 
described by himsel£ It should be borne in mind, 
however, that his letters home were never intended 
for publication, and are for the most part wanting in 
details. They contain simple jottings of £Eicts and 
results, and are unadorned by that copiousness and 
ample beauty of description of which he was quite 
capable in correspondence, and which was often re- 
markably displayed in his oral communications. But 
these extracts are the only records of his labours 
in existence, and are too valuable to be allowed to 
perish. 

^ BoBtoUy Fehy. 16«^, 1843.— I hope to be at home 
next Friday, but shall have to leave again on Saturday 
to spend a week at Lbeeby with Mr. Coates. We 
had a meeting last night about paying off the circuit 
debt It is £150, but it will all be raued before next 
quarter-day. I have had some happy times, and souls 
have been saved. At Kirton End last Sunday night, 
a poor woman was present who has been serving God 
a long time, and has been much persecuted by a bad 
husband. She had induced him to come with her, 
and he was converted. It would have done you good 
to hsLve seen them both rejoicing together ; man and 
woman went home very ha[»py. Uncle at Fiampton 
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is very ill, I am going to see him on Saturday. To- 
night I preach at Fish toft, to-morrow at Bennington, 
on Sunday morning at Sibsey, afternoon at Mount 
Pleasant, and Boston at night, where I shall very 
likely have two thousand people." 

"Zocefty, Mcvrch Xsty 1843. — We have had a very 
good missionary-meeting ; Dr. Newton* was with us. 
We had good congregations and collected £46, and had 
much of the presence of God. I was at Keelby on 
Monday, we had a good meeting there, and several 
found salvation. I preach at liiceby to-night, Hat- 
cliffe on Thursday, Bradley on Friday, and then go to 
Oovenham, near Louth, to see old Mr. Hay, and shall 
spend Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday there." 

^^ Eye, May ^th. — I am happy that I am able to 
say I am very well, after another week's hard labour. 
I preached twelve times, and we had five tea-meetings 
last week, and in travelling from place to place my 
time was fully taken up. I came here on Saturday, 
and am at Mr. Palmer's. I had a very good day 
yesterday, but the people always want me to keep 
labouring. As soon as I got here on Saturday night, 
they wanted to know whether I should be at the six 
o'clock meeting next morning. I went and there were 
many present. We had a lovefeast at ten o'clock, and 
I preached at half-past two. The chapel was packed 
quite fuU, and they set waggons by the chapel windows 
for the people to sit in, for there were numbers that 
could not get in ; and it was the same in the evening. 
I was very much blessed in preaching. We had a good 
prayer-meeting afterwards, and four penitent-seekers 
found salvation. I have heard, this morning of one 
of them who got very little sleep all night, she was so 
happy. Thia is thie fourth year I have been here, and 
we never had such crowds as yesterday. I remain here 
to-morrow and Tuesday, when we have another collec- 
tion.* On Wednesday I go to Lynn to help Mr. 

* Mr. Richardson's Note-book suj>plies the following interesting 
circumstances connected with the introduction of Methodism into 
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Binning, and shall leave there on Monday for Down- 
ham, where I am to preach afternoon and night On 
Tuesday I go to Chatteris, stay there to preach 
four days, and then go on to OoncQe for the following 
Sunday." 

^^Eanreth^ Huntingdonshire, Oct 19 th, — It is with 
very gi*eat pleasure I write you again. I am very well, 
never better in health. I am preaching twice every 
day, and holding tea-meetings, and they want me to be 
always talking. They have asked me to preach at St. 
Ives on Saturday night, but I will not do that I am 
to preach three times on Sunday. I had a good day 
last Sunday, when I preached three times at Eamsey, 
a neat little market town, and a few souls were saved. 
I was in the same place two years ago for one night, 
and thought there was no good done, but I have a man 

this place : — " The following: accounts were related to me whilst 
visiting Eye in Northamptonshire: Joshua Bryan was the first 
Methodist preacher who visited Eye ; he preached in the open air, 
and announced at the close of his sermon tnat he would preacn again 
that day fortnight. A publican, whose house was opposite the 
place where he stood, and who was a very wicked man, said he 
would have a stall of ginger-bread and a barrel of ale on the ground 
at the time, and he would see who would get the most customers ; 
but before the end of the fortnight he suddenly dropped down dead. 
Some time afterwards a farmer, who lived about a mile from the 
place, was a great opposer of the work of God, and persecuted some 
of the poor people who had joined Society. On one occasion he 
sent a labourer to the person who entertained the preachers with a 
threatening and offensive message, to the effect that he had put 
aside a hundred faggots to bum the Methodist preacher ; but only 
a few nights afterwurds, while going home drunk, he fell from his 
horse, and was found in the road quite dead with his mouth filled 
with mud. After this another person of some respectability perse- 
cuted the Society, and did much harm ; but one night he had a sin- 
gular dream. He thought he saw a stream of water running 
through the town, and that he tried to stop it, but could not. He 
got sods of earth to dam it up, but the water broke through ; he 
then fetched stones and bricks and other things, and put them 
down ; but all that he could do, he could not stop the stream. So 
he awoke, and told the dream to his wife, and said, * The stream is 



I have had whilst preaching in it, and many souls have been bom 
for glory there." 
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in the room with me just now, who is blessing the Lord 
for sending me there at that time/' 

** WeUingore, nea/r Sleaford, Nov. 9^A, 1843. — I have 
had a very happy week so for. I preached thi-ee times 
on Sunday in crowded chapels, and at night in the 
prayer-meeting we had four souls brought into liberty. 
We began our missionary-meetings on Monday, and 
have had large congregations, and all the collections 
have been better than last year. We have another 
to-night and another to-morrow ; and on Saturday I 
shall go from Sleaford to Brigg, to spend a week there, 
and hardly know whether I shall get home at the end 
of the week or not." 

^^ Scawhy, nea/r Brigg, Nov. \lth. — I am very busy 
posting from place to place. We are holding missionary- 
meetings every night. I am now going to Bar- 
netby, four miles from Brigg. To-morrow (Saturday) 
I go to Barton, where I preach missionary sermons on 
Sunday afternoon and night ; on Tuesday we have the 
large meeting. On Wednesday I go to Hemswell, 
near Gainsborough, to preach their chapel anniversary 
sermons. At Kirton last Sunday night we had a very 
happy time ; God was with us, and I was much blessed 
in preaching. In the prayer-meeting sinners were cry- 
ing for mercy on all sides, and I cannot tell how many 
found peace." 

" Bourne, Dec. \ith. — I am as comfortable as I can 
be from home. We have had some very happy mis- 
sionary-meetings — chapels crowded in such a way as 
they have never seen before — and the collections 
doubled and trebled. Here are large villages, but 
small Societies ; there are only about three hundred 
members in all the circuit, but there is a good pros- 
pect of better times. I have had some happy seasons, 
and the Lord is doing the people good." 

Mr. Richardson generally spent Christmas-day at 
home. He had a keen relish for domestic and social 
enjoyments, and dearly loved to be in the midst of his 
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children at this season of family festivity. But for several 
years in succession he had not many days to spend at 
home at Christmas-tide, and he commonly preached three 
or four times in the chapel at Tetford during the short 
time he was there. With the first days of January, 1844, 
he -was on the move towards the Market Rasen circuit, 
where he continued labouring and gathering fruit for 
a fortnight. Then he went to Grimsby for a month, 
and thence to other places. About six weeks after he 
left home some one originated a most mischievous 
report, to the e£Eect that he had suddenly dropped 
down dead. And true to the old adage, *' Rumour is 
both &lse and fleet," it flew fast and &r. Many of 
his friends were in much concern, and Mrs. Richard- 
son and his children were in great distress for some 
days. As soon, however, as he became aware of their 
anxiety he wrote home and put all to rights by the 
following letter : — 

" Ulceby, near Barton, March ll<^, 1844. Monday/ 
ajiemoony 5 o* clock. — I have just got the letter you 
sent me, and am sorry to find you have heard the re- 
port that I dropped down dead. The same is circu- 
lated here. How it arose I do not know ; perhaps it 
originated with some wicked man. However, I have 
been very well, except a little cold. The Lord is 
carrying on a glorious work in this circuit. I think 
there has not been one night since I left home but the 
Lord has saved souls. I preached here for the first 
time last night, and many were saved and testified to 
the power of God to pardon sin ; and there appear to 
be many more under conviction. I am to be at Gains-- 
borough next Sunday and spend the whole week with 
them, but hope to be at home on Saturday week. I 
have been a long time away, but the Lord is very good 
to me, and helps me in my labours. I never forget 
you at the throne of grace, and hope Christ is very 
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pi-ecious to you. I shall be happy to see you all again, 
and spend a week at home.'* 

The above is all that remains to report the results of 
a ten weeks' tour, which appears to have been exceed* 
ingly successful. Incidents and circumstances of the 
deepest interest must have transpired in connectioin 
with the many conversions, and seasons of gracious 
power to which be refers in saying, "there has not 
been one night since I lefb home but the Lord has 
saved souls." How many fiuniMes wene made happy — 
how many hearts were comforted — how many Societies 
were refreshed and strengthened, will never be known 
until " the day shall declare it." It is much to be 
regretted that no memorial is left, and that he kept no 
regular journal of what ktmspired. " But his rec(»tl 
is on high," and many already do, and hereafter shall 
arise to " call him blessed." 

The greatest part of this year was spent tipon the 
same ground he occupied during the year preceding : 
and his labours were much of the same kind. The 
following extracts indicate both his work and the 
wages he received : — 

^^ SiUtonron-Trent, April 17 th^ 1844. — I preached 
here on Sunday afternoon to a large congregation, 
and to a larger at night. In the prayer-meeting six 
persons found peace. On Monday I preached the chapel 
anniversary sermons at Tuxford, afternoon and even- 
ing, and we had a wondeiful day. At night the 
chapel was crowded, and we had twenty people in the 
penitent's pew ; many of them obtained pardon. The 
friends say they never had such a night in Tuxford 
before. It was most affecting to see a mother and her 
two daughters. She was a farmer's wife, and a pious 
woman ; the two daughters were deeply wounded, and 
in great distress. Mother and daughters were all 
weeping together, and looking up to heaven in agonis* 
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1^ ing prayer. Onlj one of them found peace. I am to 

preach here again on Wednesday and Thursday, and 
y on Friday go to Sudbrook, near Grantham. On 

^ Saturday morning Mr. Ward will take me to Sleaford, 

^ to start from thence by coach at nine o'clock, and I 

hope to get to Boston by twelve. Then to Holbeach, 
"* sixteen miles farther, and onward by public van to 

""' Wisbeach, and so get to my journey's end about five 

M< o'clock, all being well. This is a fine country, full of 

II good gardens and orchards, some of the latter are acres 

in extent. Many people have one, and some two acres 
J connected with their dwellings, and some of the vil- 

lages are almost hidden in fruit trees. 

« Wiebecich, April 22nd, — I arrived here at six 
o'clock on Saturday, after travelling fifty miles. The 
people were glad to see me, especially those who got 
salvation when I was here two years and a-half since. 
I preached yesterday morning in Wisbeach, then got 
a bit of dinner hastily and set off in a gig to Long 
Sutton, nine miles, to preach for the Sunday-school, 
The old friends came from the villages all around, and 
the chapel was crowded. They got a good collection, 
Then after tea I returned as quickly as possible to 
Wisbeach to preach at six, where we had a large con- 
gregation, and collected £10 — better than they have 
had for seventeen years. There is a great difference 
between Wisbeach and Barton, but we had five or six 
penitents. I am now going to Outwell, in Norfolk, 
for two days ; on Wednesday I shall be at Long Sutton 
again, and Wisbeach on Thursday. Several friends 
have just been in to say they wish to have a tea-meet- 
ing on Thursday, that we may spend some time 
together in conversation and prayer. Next Saturday 
I go to Huntingdon to spend a week. It was a hard 
day yesterday, but I am very well this morning, and as 
happy as I can be away from home. I hope John will 
get to the meetings as much as he can, and read good 
books and try to obtain Scriptural knowledge, that he 
may become a holy, happy, and useful man. I make 
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no doubt that our prayers are often meeting at th^ 
throne of grace. May we and all our children get safe 
to heaven at last." 

^^HurUingdony April 29^A, 1844. — I came here on Sat- 
urday, after a very dusty ride on the coach for thirty-six 
miles. I had large congregations yesterday, and preached 
for the Sunday-school morning and evening, and ad- 
dressed the parents in the afternoon. Six persons 
professed to find salvation at night, and such a thing, 
they say, has not been heard of in Huntingdon chapel 
for a long time. This is a fine, fashionable place ; the 
people have their faces stuck round with ribbons and 
flowers. One of the females converted last night made 
sad work with the flowers while weeping and praying. 
Another very fine young lady, who could not come to 
the penitents' pew, wants me to visit her at liome. I 
have told her that the Lord has only oneway of saving 
sinners, and that she must give up her pride ; for that 
the queen and the beggar have both to come alike to 
Jesus. She was deeply affected, but would not sub- 
mit I preached ten times last week in the Wisbech 
circuit, but it is the coldest place I have been in this 
half-year. They have laid out a deal of work for me 
this week. I have to preach twelve times, if all be 
well ; and on next Saturday go again to Eye, where I 
shall be until the following Wednesday, when I go to 
Lynn to assist Mr. Binuing." 

^^ Stow, near Dovmkam, Wth May, — I am here 
seventy miles fi*om home, but often present with you 
in mind. We have had some very good times in the 
Lynn circuit. I left Eye on Wednesday morning, 
travelled twenty-five miles to Tilney, about five miles 
from Lynn, preached afternoon and evening in a large 
booth or tent erected in a beautiful green pasture. I 
counted thirty carts, waggons, and other conveyances. 
We had a tea-meeting between services, and in the 
evening the congregation was very large. It was a 
happy day. On Thursday I went to Grimstone, where 
we had just such another day. The chapels in this 
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circuit have large debts upon them. We have a little 
good done, but the Societies are in a very inferior state 
to what they are in the Barton circuit I finish my 
labours in Lynn circuit on Sunday, and then return to 
Stow on Monday in time to preach at Downham twice 
for the opening of a new school-room. On Monday I 
go to Chatteris, and spend five days there ; preach at 
Oundle, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
and then come home ; but as I shall be near one 
hundred miles from Tetford, I cannot get through in 
one day. I want to see you again very much, for I 
have been a long time away. My clothes are getting 
shabby, and my shoes are coming off the welts. I have 
had a letter from London, where they want me to go 
to preach at the opening of a new chapel, but I have 
told them I cannot do that. 

^^ FtTiedon^ Oct 9<A. — I have now got about a 
hundred miles from home again, but I am veiy well, 
and hope you are the same. I got to Boston on Thurs- 
day night, and spent Friday night at Eye with Mr. 
Palmer, and on Saturday arrived at Wollaston, and 
preached there twice on Sunday, and again on Monday 
afternoon, and spoke at the missionary meeting at 
night. On Tuesday we went to hear Dr. Beaumont 
at Bannds, where I am to preach one of the anniversary 
sermons for the chapel to-night. On Saturday I come 
back thirty miles, and preach at the opening of the new 
chapel at Yaxley on Sunday, and on Tuesday next 
go to Bedford for a week." 

^^ Stowy Oct Wth. — The last week I have been 
in the Higham Ferrers circuit, where we had large 
congregations and good collections at the missionary- 
meetings', and a few souls saved I left Oundle on 
Monday, and came by the carrier to Peterborough. 
Charles Harrison met me there, and brought me on 
safe to Stow, the whole journey being at least fifty 
miles. We have a missionary-meeting here to-night, 
but they tell me this is a poor place for the missions ; 
the people won't give their money. I am to preach at 



120 WILL BECEIYBD IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 

the opening of the new chapel on Thursday. On Fri- 
day I go to Wereham, where we had a good revival the 
last time I was in this circuit. I am to preach there 
twice on Sunday. Next Monday I go to Boston ; on 
Tuesday to Lincoln, to be ready for the opening of the 
new chapel on Wednesday. I stay in Lincoln over the 
following Sunday, and to oblige Mr. Binning go to 
Southrow near Bardney, on Monday, to preach and 
hold a missionary-meeting. I hope to get home on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25th, and very glad I shall be when that 
time comes, and we are permitted to meet again. I 
hope you are well and happy in the Lord." 

^St NeoU^Oct. 227id, 1844. — ^Anotherweek is over, and 
the time has come for me to write again. Well, I 
have just been up stairs, upon my knees, praying for 
you and myself and all my children, and have had a 
very gracious visit from the Lord. I left Bedford 
circuit on Saturday ; we had f?ome very good meet- 
ings while I was there ; I think I was never better 
received in any county than in Bedfordshire. When 
I got to St. Neots, they told me I must preach three 
times on Sunday in the same chapel, and wanted me to 
attend the seven o'clock prayer-meeting in the morning, 
and then again at five o'clock on Monday morning I 
told them I would not do that, and if they had no 
mercy upon me, for once I would have mercy upon my- 
self, as I have to preach twice a day nearly every day 
this week. When I got to the chapel on Sunday 
morning I found a people prepared of the Lord. We 
had a very delightful season. In the afternoon we had 
such a crowd as the people never saw, and I think I 
never stood before such an attentive congregation. I 
made collections for the missions and they were 
astonished at the amount. Very many stayed at the 
prayer-meeting, and the mighty power of God came 
down, and there was a shaking amongst the dry bones. 
The superintendent of the circuit is blind, he has been 
a missionary in the West Indies and lost his eye-sight, 
but he is a blessed man of God. He has a daughter 
about eighteen years of age, a fine young lady, who was 



A BLIND MIiriBTEB AND HIS DAUGHTER. 121 

iconrerted. In the prayer-meeting however^ she fell 
)wn before the Lord in great distress of soul, and it 
Duld have affected you very much if you had seen her 
Dther bathed in tears going to tell her father, and 
en the blind father weeping and praying over the 
.ughter. I could not help weeping myself. Not far 
>m the same spot a woman was kneeling and praying 

great distress, and a fiieud said to a pious young 
rson, go and point that poor distressed woman to the 
^viour. < Oh ! ' said she, bursting into tears, * that 
my mother ! ' There were brothers and sisters, 
ves and husbands, weeping over each other and re- 
icing in God, and such scenes as the people in this 
ice never saw before. Some were frightened and 
Q away, ^ all amazed and saying, we never saw it on 
is fashion.' Many were saved. We are to hold the 
ssionary-meeting here on Friday night. When you 
t this letter about six o'clock, we shall be going to 
e meeting and I expect it will be a very good one. 
shall leave St. Neots for London on Saturday, but 
U write you again on Monday. I hope you are 
[ well and happy. Give my ^d love to my neigh- 
urs. Tell them the Lord is answering their prayers 
r me, and is saving souls." 

*^ Eunti/ngdorii Nov. \2iL — I have now got about 
renty miles nearer home. I did not leave Lon- 
TL on Fiiday, and it was well I did not, for it came 
L a very heavy rain. I started on Saturday morning at 
c o'clock, and came twenty-six miles by train and 
en by coach to Huntingdon, and forward by earner 

Bamsey, about twelve miles distant. I preached 
ree times on Sunday, and we had a very happy day. 
man and his wife came up to the penitent bench 
^ether, and both set out for heaven that night, 
esterday I preached twice at XTpwood to crowded 
Qgregations, and attended a tea-meeting between 
9 services. I am now going to preach to-day 
ice at Eareth. If the Lord spare me till Satur- 
Yf I shall go to Lynn and spend a week with 
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Mr. Binning, and preach on the Sunday after at 
Upwell in the Winbeach circuit, and then come 
home, and shall be very happy when the time arrives. 
I still keep hearing good news. When I was at St. 
Neots, as I told you, we had much good done. I am. 
now at the house of a young man who informs me 
that his uncle was at the chapel that night, he had 
been living in sin all his life, but he went into a 
neighbour's house and was asked to go to chapel to 
hear a stranger out of Lincolnshire, so he came and 
it was a most blessed time. Under the sermon he was 
cut to the heart, and during the prayer-meeting came 
to the altar, with many others, crying to the Lord for 
mercy. He came to the early meeting next morning, 
and the following Sunday morning took his two 
youngest children one in either hand, to the Sunday- 
school and entered them as scholars ; and has himself 
set out in good earnest for heaven, although up to 
that very night he was a careless sinner, though a very 
respectable farmer. When I was in London we had 
not many souls saved The congregations were 
crowded on Sundays but small on week-days. The 
latit Sunday I was there I preached the Yauxhall 
Sunday-school anniversay sermons. Hundreds of peo- 
ple could not get in. But I must conclude." 

The latter part of the year, as the foregoing ex- 
tracts shew, found this zealous man in a very different 
sphere of labour to any he had previously occupied. 
He had many friends in London, who for some time 
had been very wishful to introduce him to the Societies 
and congregations of the " great city." But he in- 
stinctively shrank from the formidable task of ap- 
pearing before a metropolitan audience. A plain, 
simple countryman, as he knew himself to be, of 
rustic manners and provincial speech, he felt afraid 
that he would be out of his place in such a sphere, 
and that it was not to be expected, he could be made 
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useful in London, as in the villages and small townB 
which his labours had as yet been chiefly confined, 
is friends however, thought otherwise. They knew 
lat we know, that there are hosts of people living in 
athenish darkness and depravity within a very short 
itance of the places where the gospel is proclaimed ; 
d that many who attend these sanctuaries, belong to 
3 same classes of persons as those to whom his 
nistry had been such an abundant blessing in the 
mtry. Ultimately, he was induced to overcome hia 
uples, and after much prayer for Divine guidance, 
ventured in the name of the Lord to go and spend 
fortnight in holding special religious services. The 
ritual results, however, were not such as to satisfy 

own mind. Had fame and popularity been the 
ect of his ambition, he might have been well 
)ugh pleased with his visit; but it was other- 
(e; his insatiable desire was for the salvation of 
ners, and unless this object was accomplished every 
le he preached, he retired to his closet, to weep 
I examine himself, as to whether he was doing the 
1 of God, and in his right place. He was per- 
ited to gather some fruit in Jjondon, but the quan- 
r did not satisfy him. In after-years, however, he 
][uently visited the metropolis, laboured with great 
and returned home counting his spoils with grati- 
e to God. In the latter part of his life, he was 
imonly in London once or twice every year, for 
9e or four weeks at a time, and on these occasions 
ly were brought to God by his instrumentality. 

Walworth, Vauxhall, Spitalfields, and other 
5es, he was of great service to Sunday-schools and 
pels in embarrassed circumstances ; and was held 
!/he greatest esteem by many of the ministers and 
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leading friends ; while several of the Societies were 
greatly refreshed from time to time by his thoroughly 
evangelical preaching and the heavenly influence which 
attended all his labours. 

To a person brought up in the plain and homely 
life of a Lincolnshire village, a first visit to the " great 
metropolis '' is to this day an event of some impor- 
tance, and was much more so thirty or forty years 
ago. Mr. Richardson was no stoic, and he evidently 
felt the excitement of the novel circumstances in which 
he was placed during his first visit. The following 
communications to Mrs. Bichardson teU their own 
tale :— 

"Zorwfon, Oct 2Sthy 1844.— When I got to Mr. Har- 
rison's, on Saturday, they gave me a hearty welcome. 
Yesterday, I preached two Sunday-school sermons to 
very good congregations We had an excellent pmyer- 
meeting at night, and an awakening influence among 
some of the slumberers. There are some smart people 
here, and plenty of fine bonnets and ribbons and 
flowers, and they almost made me tremble, but I was 
enabled to cast myself with all my helplessness upon 
Christ, and we had a olessed day. 

"Mr. Harrison is going to take me to see the 
Queen's procession, from her palace to the Royal 
Exchange. Her majesty will appear in all* her glory, 
attended with dukes and lords and tens of thousands 
of people. In one streeb through which the procession 
will pass, they are letting a chamber window for twenty 
pounds to sight-seers. I expect the pocket-pickers will 
be very busy, but I shall leave my watch and money at 
home." 

Londoriy Oct. 31«^. — I think you will be more 
concerned about me now that I am here than if I were 
in any other place, so I write again to tell you that I 
am comfortable and happy. I have been preaching 
every night bo respectable congregations, but not very 
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'ge. Here are not many poor people who oome to 
Apel, but still the Lord has given me a few sools in 
mdon. We saw the Qneen's procession on Monday; 
was a grand sight. We saw the state carriages, the 
leen and Prince Albert ; a regiment of horse soldiers 
nt before, and the Life Guards followed after. They 
nt very slow, no faster than we could walk. The 
Leen kept moving to the people as she went on, and 
) multitude, with hats off and hands up, saluted her 
bh loud huzzas. I am to preach in Yauxhall chapel 
night, Friday night, and twice on Sunday for the 
lools, and next week shall turn homewards." 
LondoTiy Nov, 6th. — ^I have now finished my work 
London, and am in the house of Mr. James Gill, 
nking and talking about the providence of God. 
e have been saying, * Who could ever have thought 
enty years since that I should have to come to 
ndon to preach, and that James Gill and Eliza Bray 
uld be here to entertain me, so many miles away 
m our native place.' But so it is. They got better 
lections on Sunday than they have had before, 
ey say the chapel will hold about seven hundred, but 
was packed full, and hundreds went away that could 
fe get in. We have had a few souls saved. I was 
caching on Saturday night, and a woman fell down, 
1 cried aloud for mercy and continued in distress 
bil I was done. We then prayed with her, and she 
s made happy. She said she was at the chapel the 
;ht before, and went home so miserable she could 
t) sleep. I must leave London on Friday morning, 
i come to Huntingdon, if all be well, ready for 
nday." 

Thus in London as elsewhere, the peasant preacher 
s owned of God and made an abundant blessing to 
s church. He had one all-absorbing end and aim 
!bre his mind, whether walking the London streets, 
the quiet lanes of his native village, and that was, — 
) glory of God and the salvation of men. Neither 



126 SMALL TALENTS WELL USED. 

the attractions nor the distractions of London life made 
much difference with hinu He had one thing to do ; 
and he did it with earnestness and prayer for Divine 
help ; and the help he sought was forthcoming when 
wanted, enabling him to accomplish what some of the 
brilliant and ten-talented men fail to do. 

" The wise man, says the Bible, walks with God, 
Surveys far on the endless line of life ; 
Values his soul, thinks of eternity ; 
Both worlds considers, and provides for both ; 
With reason's eye his passions guards ; abstains 
From evil, lives on hope ; on hope the fruit 
Of faith : looks upward, purifies his soul, 
Ezpanrls his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 
Passes the sun, and gains his Father's house, 
AjQd drinks with angels from the fount of bliss."— Pc> Woe*. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

*' The Gk>8pel oomes to the sinner at onoe with nothing short of 
complete f oi^veness, as the starting point of all his efforts to be 
holy ; it does not say : — ' Go and sin no more and I will not oon- 
demn thee/ It says at onoe:— ' Neither do I condemn thee, go 
and sin no more.* " — Horatitu Bonar. 

Mb. R johabdson's ministry was full of Ohiist and the 
offers of a present salvation ; wherever he went, and 
to whomsoever he preached he had little else to speak 
about : he gloried in the Gross, and held it fof th with 
the boldness and confidence of an enthusiast, to the 
rich and the poor, to the learned and the unlearned, 
and expected immediate manifestations of the power of 
God. He cherished a strong and undoubting conviction 
that the Gospel is equally able to produce direct and 
visible results when offered to mankind in our own 
day, as in apostolic times, and was always ready to 
direct enquirei's after salvation, in the language of St. 
Paul and to say : ** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." His earnest cry, in the pulpit 
and the prayer-meeting, at the family altar and in the 
social circle was : " Behold, now is the accepted time ; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." He offered to 
every penitent sinner he could find, present pardon 
through faith in Christ ; and to eveiy believer groan- 
ing for full salvation, present sanctification through 
the influences of the Holy Ghost. All his arguments, 
illustrations, exhortations converged upon the neces- 
sity, of at once closing in with Christ and His offers ; 
and the dangers of delay. — And hence his success. A 
Christless ministry is n^ver successful; it may bo 



128 WHAT AN OLD MAN WANTED, 

accomplished, eloquent, attractive, but it is not produc- 
tive of conversions. On the other hand, though the 
preacher may be homely and uneducated, yet if he goes 
forth set on fire with the love of God and the souls of 
men, to offer a present salvation in the name of Christ 
crucified, he is sure to leave his mark behind him ; a 
spiritual progeny wiU be raised up by his instru- 
mentality ; and the people " shall know that there 
hath been a prophet among them." The following 
memoranda from Mr. Richardson's own pen supply 
palpable illustrations of these remarks : — 

^'Boston, Jan. lOthy 1846. — I have now preached 
five sermons — all they printed upon the bill. We 
have had good congr^ations every time. Sunday was 
a very good day. I preached morning and afternoon, and 
Mr. Learoyd at night. At the prayer-meeting after 
the sermon fourteen found peace. On Monday ni^ht 
we had the covenant renewed, and the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper ; and a much larger number of people 
than waa expected. We have had souls saved every 
night this week; and prayeF-»meeting8 every morn- 
ing at half-past six o'clock, which have been well 
attended." 

" Temngtoriy nea/r Lynn, Jan. 17th. — ^I am not so 
very well, for my cold is not quite gone. I preached 
here and held a missionary- meeting last night, and had 
a good time. I preached at Holbeach on Wednesday 
night, and two poor sinners came to the altar : one an 
aged man almost blind ; he was made happy and said, 
* This is just what I have been waiting for ever so 
many years ; now I have got it, glory be to God ! ' 
The work is going on in Boston delightfully. We had 
a powerful time last Sunday night, and many were 
saved. On Tuesday night I preached for the last time, 
and the mighty power of God came down upon the 
people in a wonderful manner. I do not know how 
many found peace, but there were twenty at one time 
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the altar rail ; perhaps there would be thirty in the 
lole. One man was there who had heard me some 
ftrs ago, and he came to chapel thinking, as he said, 
it he would just hear me once more, but had no 
sire to get good to his souL However, the Lord 
it the Word home to his heart, and brought him 
«rn upon his knees. He came up to the altar with 
) rest, and said he hardly knew how he got there, 
b he felt as though he must come, and did not dare 
stay away. He was in great distress, but struggled 
o liberty. He is a journeyman miller, and has some- 
les to work on Sundays ; but he declares his mind is 
V made up, and that he never will break the 
)batb again, let the consequences be what they may. 
tm to preach here next Sunday on behalf of the 
aevolent Society, and stay over Monday for a 
je tea-meeting, at which twelve hundred people are 
»ected. The Kevs. Messrs. Illingworth, Kay, and 
rton are to be the speakers, along with your husband, 
ave already preached eight times this visit, but am 
y happy, and the Lord is with us." 
' Loiceby, Ffh, 23rd. — I preached at Humber- 
le last Sunday, and attended the missionary- 
sting on Tuesday. It was held in a barn, for 

chapel was not* near big enough. They put up 
ofb, and many hundreds of people were present, 
lever saw anything like it in my life. They col- 
ed £48. I have preached twice at Hatcliffe, and 
ce at Laceby ; both chapels were crowded. A 
ner's son obtained salvation, and others were 
dng." 

• Wrcmgley Feb, 2Sth. — I have got your letter, 
it has eased my mind. I shall go to Barton 
Saturday to open their new chapel, and shall come 
le towards the end of the following week. We 
e had large congregations and good collections, 

several souls saved at Friskney. I was two nights 
Brough, and the Lord was with us ; four souls 
e saved, and there was a mighty stirring up of the 
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people. I preached here last night to such a congre- 
gation as they have never seen since the chapel was 
opened. We had ten persons crying for mercy, and 
five of them found peace. It was a blessed night. 
I am just going to Leake to dine with Mrs. Swain, and 
preach there to-night ; and then meet the coach to- 
morrow at New Bolingbroke, and go on to Barton." 

^^Jlolbeachy April 4^,1845 — The hoird is saving souls 
here. Some of the very fine people are getting good. 
A doctor has got salvation, and his sister also, a very 
fine young lady. His wife is under deep convictions ; 
she is out of health, and they have sent for me to visit 
her at home. I am going this afternoon, and expect 
to meet a cousin of the doctor's at the same time, who 
has been in deep distress ever since I have been here. 
Several others are getting good." 

" Bourne^ April 7 th. — I cannot get home on Satur- 
day night as I expected. The people here have a 
pressing case : the Market Deeping chapel is deep in 
debt, and I must stay and make collections for it next 
Sunday ; but I hope to be at home on Monday. The 
good lady of the house where I am stopping says : ' I 
pity your wife, but then I should not like to have 
a preacher for my husband whom nobody cares for ; and 
the more the people loved him, and the more souls were 
saved, the more thankful I should be, and the more I 
would love him,' The Lord was with us yesterday ; 
we had three souls saved last night, but the work is 
very low in this place. A van full of prisoners has 
just come in from Falkingham gaol. Poor creatures t 
they will have to stand before the bar of an earthly 
judge: had they been serving the Lord they would 
not have come to this. I hope the Lord is with you 
at Tetford saving souls. I shall be very happy to 
know when I come home that John is converted to 
God" 

" Biggleswadey April 2^rd. — I have been very anxi- 
ous to know how Kebecca is, and am glad to hear 
that though she has been worse she is now improving. 
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should like to hear a^^ain soon. We have a blessed 
ork going on here. I preached twice on Sunday, 
ad held a lovefeast We had a very large congregi^ 
Lon at nighty and about twelve souls found peaca 
)n Monday I went to Beeston, where we had a large 
tnd attentive congregation, and six or seven found 
he liord to the joy of their souls. On Tuesday I was 
it Ash well, where there was such a congregation as I 
bave not stood before in a village for a long time, 
and such a breaking down as I have not seen this 
winter. Very soon two pews were filled with broken- 
hearted penitents, all weeping and praying together, 
which was quite a new sight in this part of the 
country ; and at the close of the meeting there were, 
as well as I could make out, fourteen or sixteen who 
professed to have obtaiued the forgiveness of sin, and 
many more were seeking mercy who did not find it ; 
but I expect to meet them again to-night, and hope 
we shall have another glorious season. Praise the 
Lord ! I am as happy as I can be, but I think a great 
deal about you and the children, and pray for you all, 
tha^ we may ever be able to say : ' Qod is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble.' " 

" CJiotteris, Mmj XbU — Yours came last night, and 

I was very happy to find that Bebecca was so much 

better. The people here find me plenty of work. I 

am preaching twice a-day all this week for chapels and 

schools, 80 that my time is all taken up with travelling 

and preaching. But the people are in a cold state, and 

don't like penitent pews; when I am going about 

amongst them they seem to be frightened, I have 

seen only one soul saved this week. Last week was 

one of the happiest I ever spent. I was in four 

country places ; all good-sized chapels, and they were 

crowded every night. I think about seventy souls 

were saved ! I mentioned to you the family with 

whom 1 stayed : the father is a large market gardener 

and employs near a hundred people. He has a 

wife and seven children, the youngest of whom is 
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thirteen years of age. He is a local preacher, and 
has been for many years, but none of his £ftmily were 
saved before I went to see them. On Sunday night 
the mother was saved ; and they all went with me 
into the country on Monday night, when one of the 
daughters obtained mercy. On Wednesday two of the 
sons closed in with Christ ; and on Friday night ano- 
ther son. . On Saturday, at twelve o'clock, I left them 
by coach for this place. As soon as breakfast was 
over in the morning of that day the father said he 
would have all his family together before I left them ; 
and his wife and seven children, with the wives of the 
two married sons, a servant girl and another woman 
were all present at family prayer. Mr. Hickson also 
was with us. First one and then another prayed, till 
at last we seemed all praying at the same time, and 
before I left them the whole company were saved, 
except one of the sons' wives, and she was weeping 
and praying for salvation. I never saw such a sight 
anywhere before. The father was in tears of joy 
shouting : * Glory be to God ! I never was so happy 
before ! the Lord will save all my family ! ' The 
mother was going first to a son and then to a daughter, 
tears streaming down her face, telling them to believe 
in Christ, and the nine children, servant and friendj 
were all weeping and praying together ; it was over- 
whelming to see it. There was so much of the 
mighty power of God present, that it seemed as if 
no one could resist. I left them all in tears saying : 
* You must come back again.' I could write a great 
deal more, bat I am just going off to another place 
where I have to preach twice to day. On Saturday 
I go to Lynn to help Mr. Binning all next week." 

The following extracts from letters addressed to Miss 
Bygott, a young lady much afflicted at the time, in 
whose welfare he felt a deep interest, will shew how 
much he was pressed with calls and invitations to 
visit various parts of the country, and how he sought to 
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ek,dniinister religious instraction and comfort by his pen 
as well as by preachiug : — 

" Tetjord^ May 2bthy 1845. — And now I have almost 
filled my paper, but I must just add, the Lord has been 
-with me in every circuit I have visited, and I have 
bad some glorious times. You say, ' both father and 
mother have a request,' Ac. You will give my kind 
regards to father, and tell him I am not coming any-f 
where near your village all this sjimmer, nor within 
forty miles, and that I am full of work. To mother's 
request I do not know what to say. If the Lord 
spare me I think of going into Yorkshire ; I have 
had many invitations, but have not been any farther 
than Hull. I will come and see you if I can make 
way, but I dare not fix the time at present. I think 
I have told you that by promising so long before the 
time I have been brought into difficulties. You must 
let it stand over for the present. I am so full of en- 
gagements that if the Lord spare me until after the 
harvest I shall not know what to do, or where to go 
first, but hope to be directed aright. I am g&d that 
you are so far restored to health again, and that you 
have been supported and comforted, and have 
covenanted with Gk)d to spend the rest of your days in 
His service." 

^^Tetford, Sept Sth. — I am sorry that I have not 
been able to answer your letter before this ; but I am 
often from home, and am very busy when at home ; but 
praise the Lord, I am happy in my toil, and very much 
blessed in body and soul. I am sorry to find that you 
have been a prisoner again, and not able to go to 
cLapeL You refer me to the twelfth chapter of 
Hebrews ; and you may well want to understand it, 
for that chapter exactly meets your case ; I have no 
doubt that it has been made a blessing to you many 
times. There you can spell out the various evidences 
of your adoption and heirship, and by doing so, get to 
feel that you have your title-deeds in possession, and 
be able to look forward with joy to * the inheritance of 
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the iaintt in light' ' If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with joa as with sons.' Ton must notice that 
in this chapter the Aposde fint sets before as the 
sufferings of Christ : * Who endured such contradiction 
of sinners against himself ; ' but * for the joj that was 
set before him endured the cross.' Now like the 
blessed Bedeemer, jou must look forward to the joy 
b^are you, and that will increase the joy toithin you ; 
and consider that you have much cause for joy when 
vou look around you ; for the Lord has given you a 
kind and pious father and mother, who love your body 
and soul, and many friends and comforts of every kind. 
You say vou wish to have my opinion on the twenty- 
sixth and twenty-seventh verses ; but my dear sister I 
have neither time nor ability to do justice to such a 
pasflage in this letter. If I could speak with you fkce 
to face, we might have a profitable conversation on the 
lubject ; but you must excuse me saying much here. 
The uassage may refer to the giving of the law, and to 
the aestruotion of Jerusalem. < Those things which 
cannot be shaken * are, the whole Gosi)el system and 
nil that belong to it : — ' things ' which cannot be 
moved by the power of man, but shall remain until the 
end uf time. The verses may also refer to the destruc- 
ticm of tljo world, and the salvation of your soul and 
lului) ; which after enduring the shocks and trials of 
llf«i shall never be moved, but continue faithftil unto 
diwthi and stand at the right hand of the Judge and 
rtioelvti the welcome woixi : * Enter thou into the joy 
q{ thy I^uhI,' " 

The following is trom one of his letters home : — 
" MdUm Mimlray^ Oct 21«<, 1845. — Tbereason Inow 
writn la to wiy, 1 Mhall not get home till Tuesday night 
WKih Ai I ptiSHod thmugh lancoln on Saturday last 
on the Qoaoh, oon^e of the friends met me and told me 
what thoy had done. They have printed bills to an- 
nounoe Umt 1 anj.to preach in Lincoln at Newjwrt 
<»httiHtl uuxt Sunday and Monday ; they said it would 
du ihDiu 1^ gr^t s^jvviois and hoped I would not object ; 



I>ISTANT TRATEL BEFOUIB RAILWAY TIMEd. 135 

SO I consented. There is to be a public tea on Monday, 
and a speaking meeting after it. I had a long and 
tedious journey on Saturday to get here. I got to 
Xiincoln at twelve o'clock, took coach at one o'clock, 
rode twentynsix miles to Grantham, got tea, and then 
I had twenty-three miles farther to go after five o'clock. 
"We got to Twyford at nine. I had a happy day with 
them yesterday; the new chapel was crowded three 
times ; we had much of the Divine presence, and the 
collections amounted to about £15. On Thursday, 
when the chapel was first opened the collections (with 
what they got at the tea-meeting) were £20. I 
preached at Melton last night, when three young men 
in the bloom of life came up as penitent seekers. One 
of them, a fine youth who lives several miles away, 
but is now on a visit to his parents, and for whom his 
mother has been praying twelve years, is just now 
coming in to see me before he leaves, that I may give 
him a word of advice. I am going into the country to 
dine and preach this afternoon, and hold a missionary- 
meeting at night, and shall start for Lincoln on Satur- 
day morning at five o'clock, and hope to get there 
about twelva" 

Towards the close of the year Mr. Richardson entered 
upon a still wider sphere of labour than previously. 
He was strongly ui^ged to visit circuits in Somerset- 
shire and Devonshire. The distance was great, and to 
a person like himself, who had never travelled at all, 
until the middle period of life had set in, long journeys 
must have seemed very formidable. In the old coaching 
days of the four-wheeled " Highflyers " and " Tele- 
graphs " from the north up to London, it was not at 
all uncommon for prudent men to make their wills 
before starting from home. But railways were by this 
time rapidly bringing about a wonderful change in 
people's ideas about travelling. The ^ Great Western," 
had made the counties of Devon and Somerset so easy 
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of access, that northern peasants, bi-onght up in places 
as sequestered as Tetford, could look upon very long 
journeys without alarm. Mr. Kichardson had seldom 
been farther from home than Homcasde, until he was 
turned forty years of age ; and as he passed to and fro 
between his home and Ashby, day by day for nineteen 
long years, the high hills around him, not a mile distant, 
shut out the busy world, and probably suggested thoughts 
about travelling very different to those with which 
everybody is so familiar in these days of " cheap trips" 
and ^' excursion trains." And it was not without muph 
concern that he brought himself to adventure forth 
upon such a formidable undertaking as a journey to 
Tiverton. However, as his way seemed clear, he made 
up his mind to go, snd set off on the last day of October 
for a two months' tour. He visited Wisbeach, Upr 
well, Wimbotsham, and other places on the way, and 
at the end of a fortnight wrote home for the second 
time as follows : — 

''Bedford, Nov. \ith, 1845.— I left Stow last Friday, 
and stayed in Cambridge all night. On Saturday I 
arrived at Bedford about one o'clock, after travelling 
seventy miles, and found a very kind respectable people* 
I preached three times last Sunday, and have held four 
missionary-meetings during the week, the congregatious 
have been large and the collections good ; three times 
as much in one place, and in another doubled. This 
afternoon I preach again, and hold a missionary-meeting 
at night about three miles out of Bedford. I am to 
preach next Sunday twice, about three miles away on 
another side of the town, and shall leave on Monday 
morning for Bow Brickhil], in Buckinghamshire, about 
eighteen miles from Bedford ; and on Tuesday morning 
they will carry me to a railway station about forty-six 
miles from London. I think of staying a day or two 
in London, and shall then go on to Tiverton. I hope 
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le XiOrd will preserve both you and me, and that souls 
rill be saved, and then if so, when all our labours and 
roubles are over, great will be " our rejoicing in the 
Lay of the Lord Jesus ! '' Thank God I have almost 
ilways some good to record. When I was at Wereham 
n ^Norfolk last, week, they told me of a young man that 
found peace with Qod when I was there four years 
ago, who has since died happy in the Lord and is gone 
to glory. I came here by railway from Ely to Cambridge, 
about sixteen miles, and see no danger. 1 think there 
are great improvements in the railways, and that they 
act with much more caution than they did at first. I 
goj} into the train at Ely, and we seemed only to have 
been going a few minutes when we came to a station ; 
I said to a gentleman : — 'how far have we goti' he 
said ' nearly nine miles ! ' I was astonished, for we 
did not appear to go very fast.'' 

" Twerton^ Nov, 22nd. — It is with pleasure I write 

to say I am very well ; praise the Lord 1 J have got 

safe to my journey's end, and have never seen any 

danger all the way. On Friday morning I left London 

by the Great Western railway, and got here at night. 

We were travelling all day, for the train stopped several 

times on the way. Tiverton is a larger town than 

Louth ; the chapel will seat about eight hundred people. 

I am to preach in it twice to-morrow, and once in the 

country. I have not yet seen more than two or three 

of the friends, but they seem strange and peculiar. 

Well, I must look to the Lord for help ; He has been 

with me in every place yet, and I am not afraid that 

He will forsake me here if I trust in Hicn. I hope 

I shall soon have the privilege of telling you, from here 

as from other places, of the conversion of sinners to God. 

And you also must trust in the Lord, and remember 

that I am as safe here, as though I were but twenty 

mileflfrom home." 

" Tmrton, Nov. 28«A.— I am thankful to say that 
though labouring very hard, I am as well as I ever 
was in my life. I preached at Tiverton twice on Sun- 
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day, the congregations were good, and we had a blessed 
prayer-meeting ; there were about eight came to the 
altar rail, and three found peace. During the week I 
have been out into the circuit. The chapels are small, 
religion low, and the members few. In one town where 
I was on Monday there are four thousand inhabitants, 
but we have only eighty members ; on Tuesday I was 
at another town with eighteen hundred inhabitants, 
and we have only a little chapel and five members, 
I had a small company, but small as it was a poor 
woman got salvation, and as I have since been told, 
when she went home her husband began to beat her 
because she had been at the chapeL I preache<lin 
Tiverton last night to a good congregation, there were 
twelve penitents at the prayer-meeting, and seven 
obtained pardon. I am to preach again to-night and 
believe we shall have a gracious work, there is a good 
prospect The part of the country 1 have seen is very 
beautiful and pleasant. It is almost all hills and dales, 
small pastures, woods and groves, fine springs and 
rivers running amongst the hills. In summer the 
scenery must be most beautiful The people talk very 
different to the people of Tetfbrd ; and it would amuse 
you not a little to hear some of them pray, their man- 
ner is so singular, and not being used to revivals they 
cannot enter into the prayer-meetings, so that we want 
help very much. I never was in so large a place with 
so little praying talent. I should like to have half a 
dozen of my neighbours at Tetford here to assist me 
for a few nights." 

^^ GollympUmy Dec, Ist^ 1845. — I preached three 
times yesterday, once at Sampford, and twice in this 
place. It is a poor spot for religion, though we had a 
good congregation at night, and a powerful influence per- 
vading the whole service. Twelve persons came for- 
ward seeking mercy, and several of them were able to 
testify that the Lord was gracious, before they went 
home. When I preached at Tiverton last Friday, four- 
teen men and women were seeking the Lord at the 
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dr-meeting, and seven of them were made happy. I 
lach in this town again to-night, and to-morrow go 
Bradnich to hold a missionary-meeting. The people 
I everywhere very kind, and say : — ' Now make yoiir- 
r at homa' ' You must come and see us again.' I 
7e to preach at Tiverton on Wednesday and next 
nday morning and evening, with a lovefeast^ in the 
emoon." 

Sis plans and operations during the remainder of 
visit to Devonshire were very much deranged by 
) sudden and fsAxA illness of the wife of the Rev. 
bert Bond, who was at that time the superintendent 
ttister of the Tiverton circuit Both Mrs. Bond and 
* husband were much attached to Mr. Richardson, 

I were the means of introducing him to the Societies 

The following is an eztraot from a memorandum book in 
ch similar incidents were inscribed at the time tbev came under 
Bicbardson's notice. ''A female spoke at the lovefeast 
oh I held at Tiverton and said : — ' I founa peace with Gkxi and 
edned a sense of His pardoning lore a short time since in this 
pel, but when I went home both my master and mistress frowned 
in me and said, if you do not give up going to that i>lace you 

II leare our house, we will not have any of your relinon here. 
Qost immediately after, I took the typhus fever, and was sent 
ae very ill ; my father and mother were very angry and unkind, 
L said they would not have me, that the Methodists had made me 
EUid they might take care of me. My father would not speak 
me, nor come near me. But I kept praying for them, and 
sting in the Lord. I thought a time of affliction was not a 
e to give up prayer, and that though my father and my mother 
fht forsake me, tiie Lord would take me up. I was restored 
in, and when I had got a good deal better, my father came to 

chamber-door one night and said : 'You may be gone in the 
ming, tiie Methodists made you ill and they may take care of 
u' So in the morning when I heard him gomg out to work, I 
uted out, 'good bye, father,' but he never replied, and I left in 
I course of the day not kno^nng what would become of me ; but 
rayed to the Lord, and He was with me and gave me supporting 
.ce. I went to my old place, and though they were so angry 
h me before, they took me in again, and now they are not only 
master and mistress but kind friends, and say, uiat though I 
a Methodist, I am as good a servant as ever I was. And both 
father and mother have become very kind, and I am now pray- 
: and hoping that Ood will save father and mother and master 
i mistress. that I may soon see them all happy in the Lord." 
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in that part of the kingdom. They rejoiced in his suc- 
cess, and promoted his usefulness in various ways. It 
had been arranged for them to go with him on a visit 
to the Dunster circuit, and they were upon the eve of 
starting when Mrs. Bond was seized with a serious ill- 
ness, which in the space of a foi'tnight terminated in 
deatL Mr. Bond was almost overwhelmed for a time 
by the painful visitation, and the Society in Tiverton 
was greatly distressed. She was a deeply pious and 
useful lady, in the prime of life, and greatly beloved. 
Her death was beautifully triumphant, and during 
the whole of her affliction she was sustained in an extra- 
ordinary manner with " the comforts of the Holy Ghost." 
Mr. Eichardson was much alfected with the dispensar 
tion which took away at a stroke the wife of his friend; 
and his letters home were filled with accounts of the 
painful details arising out of it, and with expressions 
of his own deep sorrow and sympathy. But little 
information can be gathered from his correspondence 
at this time respecting the results of his labours, ex- 
cepting the simple fact, that they were " not in vain 
in the Lord." On the 9th of December he preached 
in the Dunster circuit, and continued labouring there 
until the 20th ; and then returned home in order to be 
ready for the Christmas and new year's services at Tet- 
ford and Homcastle, at which he was always expected 
to be present, and which for many years in succession 
were greatly promoted by his assistance. 

In the early part of January, 1846, he addressed a 
letter to Mr. Bond, which is too characteristic and 
interesting to be omitted. He was assisting the Kev. 
J. H. Norton at the time, having commenced the new 
year as he had ended the old one, diligently working in 
the vineyard of the Lord :— 



SYMPATHY IN A SEASON OF SORROW. 141 

^Goningshyy Jem, \bth^ 1846.— My dear brother, 
suD I take up my pen to addrens youj but I no 
aer begin to write than my tears begin to flow, and 

whole scene of your dear companion's affliction 
prds in upon my mind ; and yet, although I feel 
p sorrow, and sympathize with you in your loss, 
r blessedly your cup is mingled with the best of 
solatiuns. You have no pangs of grief arising from 
thought of a soul lost. No ! You have the con- 
tions arising from the recollection that supporting 
se was given, that a triumphant victory crowned 
final conflict, that another saint has gone to glory, 

another gem is added to the Bedeemer's crown, 
another soul added fy> the shining ranks before the 
•-enly throne to swell the songs of the redeemed, 

like herself were saved by grace. I shall never 
3t the morning I left your house, and the last look 
our dear wife which I caught when coming out of 
chamber. To my astonishment she was singing 
. uplifted hands and eyes, andu countenance lighted 
with heavenly love : — ' Part of the host have 
led the flood, and part are crossing now.* The 
3 has frequently been the subject of my conversa- 

and remark, in the places which I have lately 
?d. In the great meeting at Homcastle at the new 

I spoke of my visit to Tiverton and Mrs. Bond's 
1, and the whole congregation was in tears while I 
B. I can assure you that I pray for you, that God 
bless and give you health and long life to labour 
is good cause and win many souls to Christ. You 
please to give my kind regards to all the frien(4s at 
rton. I should like to hear how the Lord's work 
>er8, and whether you have many souls saved. I 
preached to my neighbours at Tetford five times 
[Christmas and have seen twelve souls saved, and 
^ more powerfully convicted. I have not forgotten 
xhortation which Mrs. Bond gave me along with 
West, when she looked at us both for the last 

and said : — ^ Live to Qod and labour for souls, it 
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will only be for a moment' Through grace I intelid 
to remember and do that." 

Mr. Richardson did remember "to do that." He 
survived Mrs. Bond eighteen years, and throughout the 
whole of that period, his earthly business was, to " live 
to Grod and labour for souls." And well and wisely 
did he labour. An American writer has observed, 
" that most religions people awake up to a perception 
of how they ought to live, just when they come to die " ; 
and the remark is too true ; not a few of those who 
might otherwise pass the bounds of time with songs of 
joy like Mrs. B., have to "mourn at the last," on 
account of time and opportunities misspent and lost for 
ever. Mr. Kichardson learnt the necessary lesson 
betimes, and cheerfully presented himself as "a living 
sacrifice " to God. 

" A. skilful workman he, 
In God's great moral vineyard : what to prune 
With cautions hand he knew ; what to uproot ; 
What were mere weeds, and what celestial plants, 
Which had unfading vigour in them, knew ; 
Nor knew alone, but watch'd them night and day. 
And rear'd and nourished them, till fit to be 
Transplanted to the Paradise above."— PoWo*. 



CHAPTER IX. 

t is impossihie to appreciate such a man without taking into 
;timate the element of ChriBtian faith : the Christian religion 
true, he was among the most rational of men ; that being 
he was, like Paul and all genuine ChristianB, ' of all men the 
miserable ' and the most irrational. ''—i)r. Coke ; tee Stemtu^ 
y, vol. 1. 

here nerer was found in any age of the world, either philo- 
r or sect, or law or discipline, which did so highly exalt the 
i good as the Christian faith."— Zord Bacon, 

extracts supplied from Mr. Bichardson's correspon- 
8 are not intended to represent the aggregate of 
abours and successes, but simply to serve as a 
lie. A large portion of his letters have been un- 
nately lost or destroyed ; and it is known by the 
bers of his flEtmily, that the portion which has 
hed was equally interesting with what remains 
r extracts, as numerous and copious, might easily 
Iveu, but are purposely withheld to avoid undue 
ision ; whilst it is hoped that those placed upon 
d will give a fair average representation of the 
ler in which his labours redounded to the glory of 
During the year 1846 he was almost continually 
home. His woolwinding must have shrunk up 
very small proportions by this time. A reference 
e itinerary in the Appendix will shew, that with 
exception of the months of June and July, he was 
y in his own circuit except for a single Sunday 
and then, whilst his visits to his family were but 
r and far between." No man living was more 
;hed to home, wife, and children than Mr. Richazd^ 
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son : and although he was in obedience to a sense of 
duty in "joumeyings oft," his home yearnings were 
always strong, and when the time came for his return, 
he could always sing : — 

" And like a bounding hart, fly home." 

The year opened out, as has been shewn, with sermons 
at Tetford, and assisting at the great New-year*s meet- 
ing at Homcastle, of which more shall be said by-and 
bye. He visited the Spilsby, Boston, Market-Easen, 
Wainfleet, and Spalding circuits during the first three 
inonths, and went to London in April, from whence he 
proceeded into Kent. The following communications 
shew the results : — 

^London, April 22ndy 1846. — ^Wehave had some very 
happy times in London. At Vauxhall chapel there 
have been many souls saved, and many believere washed 
in the blood of Christ. We are just setting off for 
Kent. I heard the Rev. Thomas Collins last night ; 
he is a blessed man, and has been instrumental in the 
conversion of many souls. I send you a copy of some 
verses he has printed, about the artificial flowers which 
have been brought to him by females converted under 
his ministry. He has made a sort of may-pole of them. 
The profits of the verses he puts into the missionary- 
box.'' 

^^ BovgKton, April 2Sth. — I preached here on 
Thursday night, and on Friday conducted a meeting 
for exhortation and prayer ; we had a good attendance, 
and several found peace. The people are very still and 
quiet in Kent One of the preachers whispered to me 
that I was not to expect them to pray and labour like 
the people of Lincolnshire. I preached twice on Sun- 
day. The morning was rainy and the congregation 
small, but in the evening we had a ftill chapel ; it is 
one of the finest Methodist chapels I have seen, and 
will hold about six hundred people. We had six or 
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ren who professed to find peace. Dr. Beaumont 
cached twice yesterday (Monday), and we had three 
four saved after the evening service. I preach again 
night, at Faversham to-morrow, and here on Thurs- 
y. This is a beautiful country ; it is one continued 
me of hills and dales, cherry oi*chards and hop gar- 
QS, woods and com fields. Religion is in a good 
kte ; many souls have been saved in this circuit of 
le, and there is a good number of respectable people 

Society." 

^^Biggleswade. May 4tifL — I had a hard day yes- 
rday ; I preached three times, but I am very well 
is morning ; praise the Lord ! It was a good day'; 
e people never saw such congregations before, and 
e collections were nearly as much more as last year, 
iven souls were saved at night. I shall be preaching 
[ the week ; and on Saturday go to Peterborough. 
r. and Mrs. Gough were very kind, and send their 
st respects to you. Mrs. G. gave me some white 
»ckcloths, and said I am to wear tliem on Sabbath 
ys if I do not at any other time. I have been 
caching in them in London and Kent, but I did not 
it one on yesterday. Last week I was all amongst 
e hop gardens : this week I am in the midst of onions 
id cucumbers. The turnip seed is all in fiower, and 
e air is filled with sweet perfumes. This is a pretty 
irt of Bedfordshire. I am now working my way home, 
id shall be glad when the time comes to see you again ; 
y being so much from home gives me much pain of 
ind ; but when I remember that there are souls 
ved in almost every place, I am obliged to be silent or 

say, ' Not my will, but thine, be done.' " 

"-^ye, neoff' Feterhoroughy May Wtlu — I have 
)thing uncommon to write about ; but praise the 
ord for common things. I am well and haj)py in my 

aster's work. I left Biggleswade on Friday, and 
ime sixty miles by coach and rail to Peterborougli, 
id then to Eye. I saw a good number of sinners 
mverted to God before I left. The last night, after 
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the meeting was over, a yoang man eighteen years of 
age, who had been resisting the Spirit, came to speak 
to me and shake hands. While I spoke to him, he 
burst into tears and broke down. A married woman, 
who had lefb the chapel and got some distance on the 
way home, was forced by her feelings to come back, and 
came right up to me and fell down at my feet. And 
then a man came and said, * I have kept back all the 
night, but am very miserable,' and he also fell dowa 
upon his knees ; so we were obliged to begin to pray 
again, and a blessed time we had before I came away. 
I preached here yesterday ; the chapel was as full as it 
could be packed, and the power of Grod was present to 
save. There were ten penitents seeking the Lord ; five 
of them were stout young men, one of them about the 
age and size of John. His father and mother have 
been praying for him ever since he was bom ; he 
obtained pardon about eleven o'clock at night, and 
most of the others went home rejoicing in God. I 
preach here again to-night, and on Wednesday after- 
noon and night, with a tea-meeting between, and make 
collections for the chapel. Shall be at Peterborough on 
Thursday, and go to Oakham on Friday." 

The following letter was written to a pious young 
lady in whose spiritual state he felt a deep interest : — - 
" Tet/ordy August 19<A, 1846. — At present I am not 
veiy well, and both my wife and son have been un- 
well for some time. Last winter we had a serious 
afiliction ; but praise the Lord, we are all alive and 
on our way to heaven. Glory be to God ! It is good 
for us sometimes to reflect upon the past. The Lord 
said to Israel, * Thou shalt remember all the way which 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness.' And it is good to look forward. Time is 
short ; death is near ; when a few more moments are 
told, all this vain scene will disappear. Well, with 
heaven in our view let us hold on our way. Let us 
go forward, from strength to strength. A voice from 
heaven speaks to us as in the days of old, saying, * Go 
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yrwardJ Then let this be the motto, upon our banner 
id our shield, and our watchword in youth and old 
^e, in business and retirement, in prosperity and 
iversity, in health and sickness, in life and death : 
JO forward* to an eternity of joy, to join the saints 
)ove, to meet in the New Jerusalem, to keep the 
ibbath of the skies, with ' the general assembly and 
lurch of the first-born, which are written in heaven.' 
here the Christian's journey ends, and where it ends, 
s joys begin. Sorrow and sighing shall spon flee 
^ay, and there ' thine eyes shall see the King in His 
lauty,' and this shall make amends for all. You 
y you often wonder where I am, and want to know 
)w the Lord's work prospers ; but it would take a 
Dg time to tell you where I have been. You 
low where I have not been ! Since I saw you I 
.ve been into Devonshire and Somersetshire, into 
ent and the neighbourhood of Wales ; and the Lord 
s been with me in every place, blessing the church 
d saving souls. You will give my kind regards to 
;her and mother, and say that I shall be very happy 
set foot once more within your lovely dwelling." 
** London^ Sept 2l8t — After a long and tedious 
le, I arrived here on Saturday about nine o'clock. 
v. Haughton was waiting for me at the station, and 
his house I was most kindly received. Yesterday 

15 one of the happiest days I have spent in London. 
3reached in the morning to a good congregation, and 
night the chapel was crowded. We had a blessed 
Y ; the people were very attentive, and in the prayer- 
feting four or five penitents were seeking salvation, 
fe collections were £13 last year; yesterday £17. 

16 children aang delightfully : the boys on one side 
) gallery, the girls on the other. It is shocking to 
I what Sabbath-breaking there is here. As soon as 
) door of the house was opened yesterday morning, 
aw butchers' shops open, and as much business done 
if it had been market day. I saw as much meat in 
B minutes as would Merve all Tetford for a twelve- 
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month. I am going to a tract-meeting to-night, and 
shall have to speak amongst the London preachers. 
On Wednesday I go to Mr. Holdsworth's, in Surrey, to 
preach the chapel anniversaiy sermons, and on Friday 
go to Spalding." 

** Spalding, Oct ^rd, 1846. — I had a very happy 
week in this place. I preached at the opening of 
Whaplode new chapel on Thursday. It was overflowed 
with people in the afternoon. A large booth was 
erected for tea, and there were so many people that the 
chapel would not near hold them ; so that at night I 
preached in the booth. We had a good time, the 
people are all alive, and sinners were saved. The cause 
is low in Spalding, but on Sunday last there were more 
people than the chapel could contain. Friend Bycroft, of 
Holbeach, asked me if John was converted. I said : ' I 
hope he is, and that he will preach the Gospel when his 
father is gone to heaven.' I always remember you all 
upon my knees, and present John and every one of my 
children before the Lord every day. May that God 
whom we serve bless and keep us till we meet again." 

^^Bingham^ Oct. \lth, — I had a most happy day 
last Sunday at Belper. I preached three times ; at 
Woodhouse morning and afternoon, and at the Pottery 
chapel in the evening ; and I think I never had more 
liberty three times in one day. It was a shaking time 
at night. There were many penitents, and many found 
salvation. I was told on Monday of three persons in 
one family who went home from chapel, no one know- 
ing that they had got good, and they agreed to set out 
for heaven there and then, and began to pray .together, 
and that night fixed which class each should go to. I 
attended three missionary-meetings and a school- 
meeting during the week, but preached only one after- 
noon. On Wednesday I went to look at one of the 
coal-pits near the town, and then to see some large iron- 
works not far from Kipley.. They throw the iron-stone 
into great heaps mixed with coals, and bum it like 
limC) to separate the dross from the ore, which at flrst 
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ks like brown cinders. At these works they make 
lei's for steam-engines, and cast-iron bridges ; one of 

London bridges was made here. I went into a 
at shop where there were fourteen forges at work, 
I another where they were cutting iron like wood, 
I turning and polishing great axles for wheels. I 
n went to look over a large pottery.* The master is 
old Methodist ; he went all over with me, and I 
^ them make pots, and go through the whole process, 
ot here last night, and preached. We are to hold 
eral missionary-meetings in thi8 circuit." 
[n the month of November he was induced to visit 
village of Hessle Priory, in the Hull West circuit 
. Smith, a Wesleyan gentleman from the Market 
3en circuit, who had seen much of his usefulness in 
t part of the country, had gone to reside near 
sele, and was very wishful to bring him to labour 
ongst the inhabitants. The Bev. Thomas Stead, 
n the superintendent minister i*esiding in Hull, also 
t pressing invitations to him ; and so he went, and 
ached on Friday, the 9th November, on Saturday, 

10th, and every night the following week. The 
alts are stated in the following extracts : — 
^ ffessle Priory^ Noveniber \bth, — I have been 
aching every night during the week, and a good 
rk is begun in Hessle. It is a fine village with 
>ut twelve hundi-ed inhabitants, and a good chapel. 
I have had excellent congregations, and already a 
nber of persons have found peace with God and 
era are seeking salvation. There was a woman 

went home on Friday night, the first time I 
ached, and said to her husband : * It will never do 
us to live in the way we have been doing. I am 
ermined to turn to God, and if you will go to hell 

1 shall go by youraelf.* He was a very wicked 
n, a blacksmith by trade. He came to hear me on 
dday along with his wife, and on Monday she was 
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there again. When she went home it was late aii<I 
she expected him to be very angry with her, but ho 
said nothing. When they had retired to bed she said 
to him : * What would you say to me if I were to go 
and join the Methodists ? ' ^ Oh,' said he, ^ I should 
say nothing at all, for I hare been thinking to-night 
while you were at chapel that I would go and join 
them myself.' She came forward as a penitent seeker 
the following night, and obtained a very clear sense of 
the pardoning love of Ood. He was with her, and 
appears to be sincerely seeking the Lord. I am to 
preach again to-night, and on Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday, and then go to East Halton, near Barton, for 
three days to assist at missionary-meetings." 

^^Hessle Priory^ Nov 18^A, 1846. — We have a very 
good work indeed going on here, praise the Lord ! 
The congregations have seemed to grow larger every 
time I have preached. Such a movement has never 
been known in this place before. On Monday night 
last there was a great breaking down; poor sinners 
were crying for mercy on every side. One friend 
took down twenty names of persons willing to begin 
meeting in class. I cannot tell how many have been 
saved, and there is likely to be many more." 

The work which was commenced at this time at 
Hessle was genuine, and produced permanent results 
of the most blessed kind. It is sometimes intimated 
that the conversions which result from such efforts as 
those of Mr. Richardson's, are not reliable, and that 
after the temporary excitements of the occasion have 
subsided, the parties return to their former habits. 
But such was not the case in this instance, and in 
many others, as the facts supplied by this narrative 
shew. Mr. Richardson did not rely upon excite- 
ment He did not strive to produce it. His object 
ever was to bring the ungodly to a knowledge of 
themselves and the Saviour, and to lead the inquiring 
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nner to the throne of grace, there to cast himself in 
lith and penitence upon the mercy of Ood as oJSered 
> all men in Christ Jesiia He was neither a fanatic 
or an enthusiast, but an earnest, pure-minded be- 
ever in the Saviour, burning with love for the souls 
f his fellow-men, and fully persuaded that free and 
ill salvation is offered in the Gk>8pel, without money 
r price to all the world ; and therefore wherever he 
'ent, he pressed and exhorted the people to accept a 
resent salvation. And the Lord greatly honoured 
is faith and zeal. 

A fortnight after he left Hessle, Mr. Smith wrote 
3 inform him that meetings for prayer were continued 
ally, and that the number of conversions increased : 
bat he had commenced a new class, and the second 
ime it met twenty-three persons were present who 
ad recently obtained a sense of pardon. On the fol- 
>wing New-year's-day he wrote again stating that the 
lass had swelled to thirty-seven all professing personal 
iistification by faith, and all new members. In the 
allowing month of March Mr. Richardson returned 
nd preached several times. He then found that 
?venty persons had been brought to God by his pre- 
ious visit, and that nearly all held .on their way. In 
farch, 1849, he visited them again and preached 
3veral times, and found that the seventy saved, 
hree years before, were still standing fast in the Lord 
rith few exceptions; some had gone to reside else- 
where, but had joined the Society and retained their 
eligion. The blacksmith had become a steady, useful 
lember, and his brother who had been as wicked a 
lan as himself, and had continued in sin up to this 
ime, was brought under deep convictions, and three 
[ifferent nights had been amongst the penitents, along 
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with his wife, groaning for redemption. These are- 
&ct8 which speak for themselves, and ought to intimi-- 
date those who disoonrage and seek to suppress such 
evangelizing efforts as those which the peasant preacher 
80 successfully put forth for many yearsL 

During 1847 Mr. Bichardson continued his labours 
with unremitting zeal, his health was good, and hia 
soul abundantly sustained with grace. ^He was 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might." 
Preaching a present salvation was his daily delight. 
A rich and powerful unction was upon his spirit, and 
wherever he went he was recognized as *' the messenger 
of the Lord," and seemed as though he had come direct 
from His presence. His gifts for public speaking im* 
proved as he continued to exercise himself therein ; 
and in other respects he became more and more a 
'<a man of God throughly furnished unto all good 
works." In the course of the year he visited the 
Market-Rasen, Wisbeach, Boston, Louth, Hull West, 
Oakham, Norwich, Redditch, Peterborough, Spalding^ 
Bpilsby, South wark, Nottingham, Bingham, and Belper 
circuits. Writing home he said ; — 

^ Boston^ Jem, 23rc?, 1847. — I have just arrived here 
from Long Sutton, where I have had a very happy 
week ; such congregations as the people never saw at 
any previous anniversary. We had a large tea-meet- 
ing and the people crowded in so as to eat up all the 
provisions, and they had to run to the shops to get 
more tea, bread, and butter. AA, night the chapel con- 
tained not leas than six hundred people. On Sunday 
night we had only two penitents, but on Monday four 
obtained pardon ; and on Tuesday about sixteen were 
made happy. On Wednesday night about twelve re- 
joiced in God after long seeking His mercy, and on 
Thursday night about fourteen were saved. My 
labours at Sutton closed with so much shaking iit 
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nds, weeping good byes, with *yoa must come again/ 
were quite affecting. On the Thursday night 
jre was a farmer present who lives at Oedney, he had 
3n with us all the week, along with his wife, but that 
^ht she had stayed at home, and their daughter and 
servant girl came with him. After the sermon he 
shed to go home, and got the horse put into the trap 
i started, but the two girls had been deeply wounded 
the Spirit of the Lord, and as soon as they got as 
as the toll bar just outside the town, both of them 
rst out into a loud and bitter cry on account of the 
te of mind they were in ; and begged of him to turn 
sk and let them stay at the prayer-meeting. He did so, 
1 when they came into the chapel they came straight 
to the penitents' pew, where one of the servant men of 
> same farmer was crying aloud for mercy at the very 
•ment, so they all fell down upon their knees toge- 
)r, and after a long struggle they all found peace, 
i went home together, rejoicing and giving glory to 
d. On Friday night I preached at Holbeach, and it 
s good to be there." 

^Leiceater, April 1«<. — I left Redditch yesterday, 
1 am only waiting here until a friend comes to fetch 
into the Oakham circuit, where I have to preach at 
lossington to-morrow for the chapel. It is the place 
lere the woman set her back against t]ie door, when 
was there last year, and would not let me leave the 
ase until I promised to come again this year. We 
VQ had a blessed work going on at Redditch, many 
v« got salvation, and many more are seeking the 
rd. The last night I was there, two old men were 
^ed. The grace of God is working powerfully 
ongst the needle makers ; there are large establish- 
nts in which religion is the great subject of con- 
i'sation, some persecute and blaspheme, and others 
ep and pray. One man very ignorant and wicked, 
o has a wife and two children, was persuaded to come 
chapel ; after he had heard me preach once he would 
ne every time while- 1 stayed, but never remained to 
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the prayer-meeting till the last night, when he 
truly in deep distress of soul, but did not find peace ; 
he said his parents were very wicked, that he could 
not read, and in his own way of talking said : — ' Us 
never has known, us never has cared ony thing 
'bout religion in my life.' There are many people in- 
the place much alarmed, and many of the young women 
in the factories have got saved. The young people 
earn good wages at the needle trade, but they are very 
fond of fine clothes. Some of them have sent you some 
needles, and I suppose I have as many as will serve you 
all your life. I stood at the chapel door the last night 
to shake hands with the people, and it was so affecting 
to see those who had got good with tears in their eyes 
thanking Gk)d, and praying for me. I am very well 
and thsuokful to say that the Lord is with me saving 
souls." 

He was frequently at Kedditeh in after-years, but 
this is not the place to state the results. Further 
notices of other visits will be found in subsequent 



" Uppingham^ May lO^A, 1847. — This is a fine 
morning, and thank God I am in good health, s^nd the 
time is drawing near for my return home. I had a very 
good day yesterday, I preached three times with great 
liberty : in the prayer-meeting at night we had much 
of the presence of the Lord, and there was considerable 
excitement amongst the people. Seven came forward 
as seekers of salvation, and many more were trembling 
and in tears in their seats. We had good collections 
for the school. I am to preach again to-night and ex- 
pect a good time. This is a small town of eighteen 
hundred inhabitants, and there are Baptists, Indepen- 
dents, Church people, and Wesleyans. We have only 
forty members. The whole circuit is poor, but there 
is a prospect of improvement. On Friday I shall not 
have more than thirty miles to travel in order to get 
to Eye, where I am to preach for the chapel next Sun- 
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and then come home on the following Thursday 
?Viday. But I must conclude, for there are four 
weeping penitents just this minute come into the 
18 -where I am staying, to ask me to talk and pray 
I them, so we are just about to begin a prayer- 
bing in the room. It is eleven o'clock in the fore- 
1." 

Stamford^ May \ith — T left Oakham this mom- 
and am here only waiting for the Peterbro' train, 
eached at Uppingham on Monday night, and seven 
eight found peace. I went to Wing on Tuesday 
preached to a chapel full of people, many of whom 
e weeping and sobbing all the time j and when the 
rer-meetiug began there was great excitement, but 
ly were saved and made happy in God." 
'he following was addressed to a pious lady, who had 
jested to him that his friends thought, he ought 
retire from the wool-winding business altogether. 
>rder to have the whole of his time for labouring in 
vineyard of the Lord. 

• Tetfordy June 7th. — I must beg pardon for not 
ting sooner. I have been much from home, and 
now very busy preaching and winding wool, and if 
Lord spare me^so it must be. Well, praise the Lord I 
m very well, and all my family are well. We have had 
redding this week, another of my daughters has got 
rried to a pious young man. I promised friend 
lison that if I gave up my wool-winding business I 
uld preach the Keelby school sermons ; but some 
my friends say I must not give it up, others say do : 
t if I were to give it up and then be stopped from 
3aching, it would be a serious thing for my family, 
I am still doing a little. Well, praise the Lord ! I 
1 very happy. My cause is in the hands of the Lord, 
d all will be right. My dear sister, let us sink into 
the will of God, and plunge afresh into the purple 
od. ! what a blessed privilege it is to have the 
storj over all sin, and have Christ in the heart 
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making it more and more like himaelf, and filling ii> 
with all the graces of the Spirit^ adorning it with these, 
like as the temple of old was adorned with gold and 
tapestry, and chembim and glory ! Oh ! then w^hat 
visits from heaven. What a sight for angels ! For 
with wliat delight do they view the new man nsin^ 
and improving, and conqaering, and labouring, and 
going forward ! Glory be to GJod ! This is something 
of my experience. But oh ! for a greater degree of 
holiness. Well, let us try again, pray again, believe 
again." 

In the month of August Mr. Richardson preached 
in the town of Nottingham for the first tima On that 
occasion he occupied the New Kadford pulpit, and made 
collections for the chapel trust. His visit was a de- 
cided success. Many conversions filled him with glad- 
ness, £Eumed the fire of his zeal, and established him in 
the affections and confidence of many of the best and 
worthiest of the Wesleyans of that town. One inci- 
dent transpired specially deserving of a record. A 
medical gentleman who had formerly resided in Boston, 
and taken an active part in the Society in that town 
for a length of time ; but who from some cause or other 
took offence and withdrew, and after ceasing to be a 
member, became actively hostile and sought to injure 
the Connexion, and the influence of the ministers of the 
body, by means of th^ public press and in other ways ; 
but at length removed out of Lincolnshire and settled 
in Nottingham. He had frequently heard Mr. Richard- 
son preach in former years, and still retained his re- 
gard for him as an earnest, pure-minded man, sincerely 
laboiiring for tlie good of otisei^; and finding that lio 
waa to preach J went to the chapel on the Sunday even- 
ing, where he had never been previously. As he 
listened to the sermon his hfart melt*^, i-eminiaceneeft 
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Ebrmer days crowded into his mind, a deep and pain- 
consciousness of having departed from God filled 
d with sorrow and alarm, and he went home 
unded by the Spirit's sword to mourn over his back- 
lings and seek forgiveness. On the Monday evening 
went to chapel again, and was in deep distress the 
ole of the service, and as if totally indifferent to the 
nions which might be formed by spectators, he pro- 
sed, in company with several other penitents, to be 
ciously seeking the mercy of God. His old acquaint- 
36 knew him well, and knew all about the mischief 
had formerly done ; but rejoiced over him exceed- 
;ly when he saw him humbled and brought to the 
t of Jesus. He prayed with him, and encouraged 
a to come to the Saviour, who alone could heal 
broken heart, and urged him to come at once, 
t as he was^ there and then ; and befoi'e leaving 
) chapel he had the joy to see him a believer re- 
red to the favour of God, and once more enabled 
realize his pei*sonal interest in Christ. 
Mr. Carter, of Nottingham, whose exact and edu- 
;ed mind well qualifies him to judge, and whose 
imate of Mr. Richardson is entitled to most respect- 
consideration, furnishes the following remarks, ex- 
isted from a manuscript journal which he has kept 
• many years. They are given just as they were 
tered at the time : — 

" October, Sunday , 1 7th, 1 847. — In the evening I went 
to new Kadford and heard a sermon for our trust 
ids, on Isaiah liv. 6, 7, by Charles Kichardson, the 
ncolnshire thrasher. I was exceedingly delighted.- 
e is a plain and unpretending countryman, using a 
•ongly vernacular speech, or rather, the good old 
jLon-English of two or three centuries ago, pro- 
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nouncing the word beamy and all of a similar formation 
in two syllables, by separating the vowels e and a ; and 
the word day^ as if written dord, and goj god^ <fec. 
Some few of his words were uttered in what seemed to 
the ear a slovenly style ; but generally his utterance 
was clear, distinct, euphonious, and with a rising inflec- 
tion of the voice, such as wonderfully enlivens a man^s 
delivery, and keeps up the attention of an audience. 
He abounds in figurative language, and striking illus- 
trations, all of which are distinguished by appropriate* 
ness and vividness. He has moreover, a rare combina- 
tion of ingenuity and good sense ; a well disciplined 
imagination and fine taste. His good sense charmed 
me however beyond anything else. I know not that I 
ever met with a person who so impressed me with that 
valuable and scarce commodity." 

"1847, October 19«A, Tuesday. — This evening I 
attended a tea-meeting held in the school-room of JSTew 
Kadford chapel. The room was crowdingly full of 
guests. I and a large number more had to wait for a 
second course. After tea a large audience entered the 
chapel, where several addresses were delivered. Mr. 
Charles Richardson stated his own interesting history 
at considerable length. I am struck with several 
things about this excellent man ; his finely-constituted 
and well-balanced mind : his long connection with the 
Wesleyan body (seventeen years) before attempting 
anything in the way of public usefnlness : his apparent 
freedom fix)m self-esteem, and from everything resem- 
bling sophistication ; notwithstanding his greai> popu- 
larity, and the applause that everywhere greets him." 

Mr. Carter and many other leading Wesleyans of 
the two Nottingham circuits, became veiy much 
attached to "the unpretending countryman," and he 
was frequently invited to that town afterwards; for 
many years in succession he preached in behalf of the 
Town Mission either in Wesley chapel or Halifax- 
-' ^ce, some of his ablest and most powerfid setmons ; 
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eral of these were taken down verbatim as they fell 
m his lipR, and one of them has been kindly tran- 
ibed by Mr. Carter, for the use of the writer. It 
L production of considerable merit, and deserves to 
printed as a specimen of his style ; and should have 
>eared in the Appendix along with the others had 
re been room for it. Notices of subsequent visits 
Nottingham will be found in the following pages, 
was one of the latest places he visited; and the 
utiful testimonial and tribute of respect which was 
t to his widow by the managers and teachers of the 
Ligne Street Sunday-school, as soon as they heard 
bis death, shews the affectionate regard in which he 

I there held to the last 

The following extract from a letter to a dear friend 

II suffice for the closing part of the year: — 

' Redditch, Dec. \^th, — We are likely to have a 
y blessed work in this place. We had nine souls 
ed on Sunday last, seven more on Monday, and 
rly twenty on Wednesday. There are about 5,000 
abitants in the town, and a good Society with a 
y nice chapel. I preach again to-night, and expect 
lee great and glorious things before I leave, which 
ot to be until the 22nd inst. I then go to Belper 
a few days, and will just get home in time for the 
it meeting at Homcastle. There I hope to spend 
eek, for our preachers scold me for running away so 
3h from my own circuit,. so that I get scolded both 
lome and abroad ; but I am in good health, and 
py in my Master's work. My heart is often cheered 
eeing the arm of the Lord made bare, in hearing 
groans of the penitent and the joy of sinners saved 
;race. I am glad that your health improves, and 
b your soul is prospering. You must go forward, 
good land lies before you ; faith is the instrument 
ise; Christ is the object to keep before the mind; 
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pray on, ask and have, believe and receive, praise the 
Lord and go forward, and you will experience the soul- 
transforming power of sanctifying grace, and looking 
up to heaven will be able to sing; — "There is my 
house and portion fair," &c, 

*' His preaching much, but more his praciioe wrought 
(A living sermon of the truths he taught) ; 
For this by rules severe his life he squared. 
That all might see the doctrine which they beards 
For priests, he said, are patterns for the rest 
(The gold of heaven, who bear the XJod impress'd) ; 
But when the precious coin is kept unclean. 
The Sovereign's image is no longer seen. 
If they be foul, in whom the people trust. 
Well may the baser coins contract a rust." — Dryden, 



CHAPTER X. 

*B6 anxious then for auooeiK ; to this be all your efforts and 
,jen directed,— 80 to run in this raoe, that you may bear away 
I prise of many a rescued soul ;— so to preaoh Christ, that men 
y look unto him and be saved," —Rev, R. WcUson't Charge, 

IE year 1848 will ever be memorable in Earopean 
itory. . In the early part of it, a great political 
rthquake overthrew mighty kingdoms and ancient 
nasties ; and in the space of a few short weeks, the 
»pe and his confederate princes were fagitives, and 
Lven into exile. In this conntiy, which alone stood 
m, men's minds were all excitement, *' wondering 
lereunto these things would grow." But the 
)easant preacher" went on his way undisturbed, 
souring with all his might to establish " a kingdom 
lich cannot be moved,'' and singing as he travelled 
and fro, in Wesley's cheerful strains : — 

"Whatever ills the world befall, 
A pledge of endless good we call 
A sign of Jesus near : 
His chariot will not long delay ; 
We hear the rumbling wheels, and pray, 
Triumphant Lord, appear ! " 

On the day after New-year's day Mr. Richardson 
as present at the &r-famed Homcastle meeting and 
*eached in the evening. For a great number of 
jars that day has been held as a high holiday, or 
day of holy convocation" by the Wesleyans of the 
Lomcastle circuit ; and up to the present time con- 
nues to be very popular, and attended by great 
umbers of people from the adjacent parts. No moue- 
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tary object whatever is connected with it ; the gather- 
ing is purely for spiritual purposes. A lovefeast is 
held in the afternoon; and in the evening some 
minister of distinction occupies the pulpit, and the 
service runs into the form of a watch-night ; at which 
addresses are delivered by several speakers, lay and 
ministerial, bearing upon a personal and present salva- 
tion. Remarkable effusions of the Holy Spirit have 
often taken pl«Be at these services. The village 
churches have frequently been greatly refreshed by 
them ; and hundreds of people have dated their con- 
version from such times. A well written history of 
these " solemn assemblies,*' would be a i*ecord of thrill- 
ing interest ; but the materials are not to be had. The 
memories however of many still living, cherish impress 
sions of the glorious scenes they have witnessed at 
these annual Pentecosts, which often constrain them 
to say : — " O God, thou art my God ; early will I seek 
thee : my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for 
the'fe in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is ; to 
see thy power and thy glory, s« as I have seen thee in 
the sanctuary." Were similar meetings held in other 
parts of the country it would probably be to the great 
advantage of the work of God. Ancient Methodism 
bad its quarterly watch-nights, and glorious lovefeasts, 
and fully recognized the propriety and desirableness of 
now and tlion liolding special religious services; and 
modem Method i si cv needs them. The bustling and 
distracting times in which we live need special correc- 
tives ; and it wmild surely be for the advancement of 
tlie spirituality and the holy power of the church, if 
occasional gatherings could be secured, like those at 
Homcnstle ; where fiaancial and economical objects 
^v& lost sight of, and where every one is directed exclu- 
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velj to considerations connected with personal salva- 
on. The Church of Scotland has her effective and 
Qpressive quarterly or half-yearly sacramental ser- 
ices, and derives not a little power and refreshment 
om them. The dignity which properly belongs to 
^ligion need not be in the least impaired by such 
)ecia] gatherings : ordinary public worship would be 
reatly invigoi'ated by them : and both ministers and 
3ople would be strengthened and rendered much 
3tter able to act upon the home heathenism by which 
ley are surrounded. After 1848, Mr. Richardson was 
ildom absent from the Homcastle New-year's meet- 
ig ; the regular ministers of the circuit were usually 
Lreful to secure his services, and he was nothing loath 
» travel any distance in order tq^<i4)e» present; his 
inistry was exactly what was wanted for such occa- 
ons, and he rarely appeared upon the scene without 
)ing able to count his spoils. Not a few will appear 
L the day of the Lord as stars in his crown, who were 
rst brought to the knowledge of the truth at these 
mes. 

In the course of this year the unw6ar3dng evangelist 
isited twenty-five circuits, and in every one of them 
as more or less successful. In nearly every case he 
ent by invitation to preach anniversary sermons for 
»me public object, and usually remained to preach or 
3ld meetings for promoting the work of God, He 
It no difficulty about making collections when re- 
jested, and found them no hinderance in his way of 
iving souls. The records of the year resemble those 
ready given, but are too interesting to be omitted. 
. part of them are as follows : — 
*' Market-Easen, Jem. lOth, 1848.— I have finished 
good week, we have had excellent congregations, 
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gracious influence, and seyeral souls saved ; have held 
two missionary-meetings well attended, and the collec- 
tions were over last year a great deal." 

" BoatoTiy Jem, 21 thy 1848. — T am again privileged to 
say that I am very well, and still successful in winning 
souls. Last Sunday I preached at Stickney in the 
afternoon, and Boston at night to large congregationsL 
About ten sinners were caught in the Gospel net and 
brought to shore. We had a missionary-meeting at 
Kirton on Monday, where I stayed all night at uncle's, 
who is very ill ; he is now eighty-two years of age, and 
is praying and striving to get ready for heaven : aunt 
is very well. Last night I preached again in Boston 
to about a thousand people, many were under convio^ 
tions, but only two found peace. One was a man thirty 
years of age, who said his wife was at home with the 
children, as unhappy as himself, but that they were 
both determined to seek salvation ; he said his father 
had long prayed for him." 

** Gaistor^ Feb. 23rc?. — I preached at Grimsby last 
Friday to about seven hundred people, seven "v^ere 
seeking the Lord, four of them found peace. I was at 
Hatcliflfe on Sunday, three young men were deeply 
convinced, and three females ; all obtained an interest 
in Christ, and left the chapel praising God" 

" SpUsby, April 2>th, — I have finished my work in 
this circuit, but have not had very good success this last 
week. I am often astonished that the people can sit 
under the Word as unmoved as they do. There are so 
many that will neither give themselves to God, nor 
their money to his cause. However, if others will not 
mind their own souls, we must mind ours. I am just 
going off to Huntingdon." 

" Ilkeatoney May I2th. — ^We have had through the 
whole week encouraging congregations and fair collec- 
tions; in every place good has been done. I have 
preached here the last two nights, and there have been 
not less than sixteen persons each time seeking the 
Loixl under deep convictions." 
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•* Tetford, July 24«A.--(To a friend).— I ait down 
write with weary limbs and sleepy eyes, and 
lad cold upon my lungs, but with peace and comfort 
my souL For several weeks I have been wind- 
; wool every day in the week, and preaching 
)ry Sunday in my own circuit anniversary sermons 
chapels and schools, ^ I have not forgotten your 
y kind and ui^nt invitation for my wife and my- 
f to visit you at the time of the Hull Conference ; 
i I should have been very glad to come but it is 
Lte impossible : I have so many engagements to 
iach that I must give up my own will and plea- 
'e to serve the friends and the cause of God. On 
s 6th of August I am to preach for schools in London 
Vauxhall, on the 13th and 14th at Walworth, on 
) 20th at Southville, and other places on week-days, 
i then go to Nottingham and Betford, so you see I 
re plenty to do if spared." 

^' London, Aug. 7th, — I am now safe in London 
lin. I met with a hearty welcome from my old 
9nds Mr. and Mrs. Haughton. When I got to 
alworth chapel, the leader's and friends came to 
ike hands and express their pleasure at seeing me 
th them again ; the chapel was crowded in the 
ening, the children sung delightfully, and the col- 
jtions were larger than they had ever been before, 
am afraid the work of God is in a low state, but 
the prayer-meeting we had eight or ten who pro- 
wed to be seeking salvation. The praying men 
ire backward to assist, but altogether we had a good 

** South/oiUe, Aug, 15/A. — I preached last Sunday 
r the schools at Yauxhall, to good congregations ; col- 
ctious £27 ; in the evening many were seeking the 
ord. I am now going to Battersea to preach for 
leir chapel. I was there last year on the same occa- 
on. I have to preach every night this week, and 
1 Sunday twice at Southville and again on Monday. 
Ast week I went to see Westminster Abbey, a 
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beautifnl place where kings and queens, dukes, lords, 
and great men are buried ; some of the tombs and 
monuments must have cost thousands of pounds, but 
the tombs, like the dead they contain, are going to 
decay. I also went to the British Museum, and saw 
for the second time some of the thousands of wonderful 
things it contains. But I should not like to live in 
London, religion appears to be so low, everybody 
seems in a bustle, and our greatest and best preach- 
ers cannot get a congregation on a week-night. I 
seem to want to get out of these long streets of high 
houses to breathe a little fresh, countiy air." 

** Nottinghamy Av/g, 27th, — We have had good 
times here. On Sunday the chapel at New Badford 
was crowded : all sorts of people were there, Boman 
Catholics, Baptists, Calvinists, saints, and sinners ; 
some of them grumbling, and others pleased, but, 
thank God, twelve precious souls found mercy and 
acceptance through Christ I am going from house 
to house visiting the people; having dinner at one 
place, tea at another." 

" Spalding f Sept 19<A. — We have had a good 
school anniversary : crowds of people, and many went 
away who could not get in at night. I was much 
put to it to know what to say about the collections, 
for they had money in hand. I told them that they 
need not send for me any more to beg for them, un- 
less they were in want. We had a good influence and 
some few closed in with the mercy of God." 

" WarmingUyriy October 2^ih. -r— We had a very 
good week at Stamford. I arrived here last Satur- 
day night, and am staying with my old friends, 
Mr. and Mi-s. Carr, who gave me a hearty wel- 
come. Some of my children in this place, who 
were brought to God seven years since, when I was 
here for the first time, still hold on, and are now 
seven years old. Two of them have begun to preach. 
Last night we had four or ^vq seeking the Saviour. 
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am going to Oundle, the circuit town, and Elton, 
id then come home.'' 

" Derhyy Nov, 24^ — We have a blessed work 
>ing on here : about two thousand people are in the 
lapel night after night, and as this is my last night, I 
cpect an overflowing congregation. Many are get- 
ng saved. We have the altar rail filled with peni- 
mts every night. There is wonderful attention while 

preach. A solemn sense of the Divine presence 
ppears to abide upon the people. Many qf them are 
>ming to Mr. Whelpton's to converse with me and 
pen their mindu^ and tell their tale of sorrow or joy ; 
le house is hardly ever empty. One veiy base man 
9tme to open his mind to me, he said he could not 
3st either night or day ; he has been guilty of some 
wful sins, and wanted instruction. Others who are 
lembers of Society come to make their complaints and 
sk for advice." 

^'Bdpery Nov, 29«A.— (To a friend) — You justly 
omplain of not hearing from me ; but I have many 
lundreds of letters to write, and little time to write 
hem, so you must excuse my delay. I know not 
/hat to say about visiting you. At every place they 
irge me to come again ; and there are so many chapels 
^ith heavy debts, and others newly built or enlarged, 
jid then the missionary cause is so important, that I am 
Jmost fast sometimes to know where to go first, and 
»nnot always do as I would. I have spent the last 
^eek in Derby, where there is a population of some 
;orty thousand people. The large chapel will seat 
i&ear two thousand. I preached to them six times, 
ind it was filled every night On Friday it was 
crowded to excess and many could not get in. I 
do not know when I preached with greater liberty 
and comfort to myself; but the best of all was many 
souls were saved. It is said thaf two hundred peni- 
tents came forward, and most of them were made 
happy. Had you been there and heard the poor 
broken-hearted sinners crying for mercy, and then 
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rejoicing in God, and seen the numbers continually 
coming to the house where I stayed, to confess their 
coldness and enquire after holiness, you would have 
said, ' Oh ! you must not leave them.' But I wa» 
obliged to do so. On Sunday and Monday, I am to be 
in Mansfield, to preach for the missions ; next week go 
home for a day, come back on Saturday to open a 
chapel at Stapleford; on the next Tuesday, preach 
for a chapel in Derbyshire ; then go to Filey, in York- 
shire, for a week, and come home by Beverley, to be 
ready for the Christmas and New-year's meetings." 

^FU€yyI)ec.Uth,lS4tS.—I preached at Stapleford last 
Sunday, the new chapel was crowded ; Dr. Beaumont 
and two ministers from Nottingham were before 
me, but we did very well. They got altogether £25, 
On Sunday we got near £15 more ; and several souls 
were saved. On Monday again four penitents stepped 
into the liberty of the children of God. At Heage on 
Tuesday the chapel was crowded, and a wonderful 
influence seemed to pervade the place. A few were 
blessed and saved that night also. This is the best of 
all, that in every place where I go sinners are con- 
verted to Crod,. and I have confidence that in this 
place, though so cold and dead, the Lord will make 
bare His holy artn. When I was at Stapleford, Mrs. 
Tafb was at chapel twice ; I called to see her on Mon- 
day ; she is seventy-seven years old, and is very thin 
and spare and ancient in appearance, but just as usual, 
praising God, and every now and ihen exclaiming : — 
' Glory to the Lamb I' she prayed very earnestly for 
you, that she may meet you and our children in 
glory." 

" BoaUm, Jan. 26th, 1849.— Thank God, there are a 
few souls saved here every night, but nothing very 
powerful is seen ; I preached on Wednesday to a great 
congregation, and many seemed to be deeply im- 
pressed ; but only a few yielded and proclaimed them- 
selves on the Lord's side. A notorious infidel was 
present ; Mr. C. thought he was deeply impressed with 
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lat he heard. The Rev. J. P. Dann haa gone to visit 
. dying father and I have to stay and preach for him 
town next Sunday." 

^' Qrvrmby^ Mcvrch ^th. — I am to preach in Grimsby 
night. We had a very gracious time last night; 
^eral were saved. There are many young men here 
m different parts working at the new docks — where 
)n8ands of pounds are being expended — and many of 
sm come to chapel ; last night there was a fine stout, 
ang man in the prayer-meeting, I saw he was greatly 
ected and went and spoke to him ; he was from 
venham, and his mother is a Methodist ; he knew 
) ; I exhorted him to cast his burden upon the 
viour, and we prayed with him a long time, and 
;er a great struggle he was set at liberty. I told 
m he onght to write home immediately and tell his 
ither, for that I expected she had been praying for 
m ever ednce he was bom." 

" Botherham, March 24tth, — They seemed very hard 
re at first, but good has been done. We had six 
308 last night of very clear conversion. The con- 
egations increase the ofbener I preach. I expect a 
od day to-morrow (Sunday)." 

Mr. Richardson was not in good health daring this 
8t visit to Rotherham. A bad cold had fastened upon 
m, but he was unwilling to yield and thought to work 
off. In this however he failed, and on the 27th of 
arch he was obliged to return home^ where he arrived 
te at night very unwell. A serious indisposition fol- 
wed, by which he was laid up for seven or eight 
eeks. This was a somewhat new and painful ordeal 
•r him to pass through. He had known little of sick- 
ess previously; his constitution was robust, and he 
ad performed labours and endured physical hardships 
^bich would have prostrated most men ; but he was 
ow fifty-seven years of age, and it is not improbable 
hat his previous exertions began to tell upon him. 
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After this attack he was frequently crippled with 
catarrhal affections of the chest, until at length he 
became subject to chronic asthma, with which he had 
to struggle at repeated intervals during many years 
before his death. 

During this affliction, much kind sympathy was ex- 
cited amongst his friends, and prayer was offered in his 
behalf in many places. He was not a little comforted 
by the affectionate letters he received from places far 
and near. One of them stated ; — " Thousands of 
prayers have been offered in your behalf. You 
were not forgotten in our chapel. In every meeting 
we held, might be heard the prayers of the people for 
your recovery.'' The state of his mind and the manner 
in which he endured " the chastening of the Lord" may 
be gathered from the following letter to a friend : — 

'^Tet/ord, April 2l8t, 1849.— For more than three 
weeks I have been confined to my bed and house ; quite 
new experience with me. But Christ and religion have 
been my refuge and comfort in this the day of afflic- 
tion. It has been a severe attack. The doctor says he 
is astonished that 1 am so far restored, but I know that 
thousands of prayers have been offered up to GU)d by 
faith, from hearts most sincere, for my recovery ; and 
the Lord has heard and answered. I never experienced 
religion to be so sweet and so sufficient to make me 
happy, as now. I feel so safe ; the rock so firm ; my 
confidence so strong ; Christ and heaven and the crown 
of glory, so surely mine, I took a bad cold, fever set 
in, with inflammation of my chest and lungs. I 
coughed up a deal of blood ; but when suffering the 
most, I thought it was nothing.when compared with 
what my Saviour suffered for me. My chest and lungs 
are still so weak, that I feel unstrung from head to foot ; 
and I am afraid it will be a long time before I shall be 
able to preach again. This is no small part of the 
trial I am disappointing the people in different places 
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lost every day, and I want to be at my work agftin. 
1 what a happy day it will be if I am spared to 
tftch again/' 

Ajs soon as he was convalescent he prepared to gird 
the armour for another campaign, and wi'Ote to a 
2nd in the following terms : — 
'* Tetford, May Wth. — I am happy to inform you 
it after I have been the prisoner of the Lord for 
'en weeks, I am so much improved that I am going 
lin to labour in my old, but delightful work of call- 
l sinners into the fold of Christ. I hope the good 
rd will give me strength and enable me to preach 
»re successfully than ever, and to see many more 
lUers brought from the ' pit to be enlightened with 
3 light of the living.' Just before J was taken ill I 
d made many engagements, and so have had to dis- 
point many of my friends ; and as many of them were 
preach for chapels and schools and missions, I had 
ped that other preachers would have taken the places 
vdA to occupy ; but it has not been so, I suppose they 
3ught they would wait to see whether I should live or 
) ; and now they are writing to say : — * We have put 
' and we hope you will be able to fulfil your engage- 
mt.' So I am going to make a trial. I shall feel 
)re for the afflicted than I have ever done. My own 
perience in the furnace has taught me more than I 
er knew before of the nature of affliction." 
On the 13th of May he preached at Ashby-de-la- 
)uch on behalf of the Missionary Society, and after 
x>uring three or four days in the neighbourhood, 
)nt to Long Sutton, and from thence to Nottingham, 
turning home to preach at Homcastle and Wragby 
L the 10th and 17 th of June. From that time to the 
d of July he was busy during the week at his wool- 
inding, on the Sundays he was preaching and making 
Uections in various places in his own and. neigh- 
(uring circuits, and in the commencement of August 
Eurted upon his annual visit to London. 
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The Bummer of 1849 was a sickly season, Asiatic 
cholera spread its ravages like a plague in many parts 
of the kingdom. In Hull five hundred persons died in 
one week of that fearful malady, and neaVly two thou* 
sand a week perished in London for several weeks in 
succession. In the month of August the pestilence 
was at the height of its ravages; and knowing the 
anxieties of his family, he wrote home as follows : — 

^^ London^ Avg, 6<A, 1849. — I know you will be 
glad to hear from me as the cholera is so bad, but I do 
not hear much of it in the part of London where I am 
staying, and I am thankful to say that I am very welL 
It is the general opinion that Mr. H. and family were 
poisoned with bad water ; the overflowing of a filthy 
tank into their cistern corrupted the water they used, 
so that the servants could not drink it at times, and 
they told master and mistress but they would not hear 
it After their death the cistern was examined and 
found to contain mud and dirt some feet deep. There 
have been six deaths, Mr. and Mrs. H., their aunt, two 
servants, and the nurse. I had a long and tedious ride 
on Saturday, but we had a good day yesterday. We 
have a tea-meeting to-night and preaching. Bamet 
to-morrow, Norwood on Wednesday, on Thursday I 
start for Spalding." 

^^ Limghhorough^ Sep. llth. — ^We had a very gra- 
cious day yesterday, and large congregation& Di\ 
Alder preached the sermons last year and got £i'd ; 
yesterday we got £\ 8. There was a powerful influence 
in the chapel, and good was done." 

"-^ye, Sep, 2iith, — Yesterday the people came 
from every quarter in waggons, carts^ gigs, &c. The 
Lord was in the midst of us, and a gracious influence 
rested upon my own soul, and attended the word. I 
had a wet shirt before I was done. At the finish there 
was so much of shaking hands, and expressing pleasure 
at seeing me again after my illness, that we did not 
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home to Mr. Palmer's last night till about twelve 
lock, nor to bed till a quarter to one." 
^JScal/ords Les^tershi/re, October 6th. — I am very well, 
Aching twice every day, the friends are very kind, 

I we have both good congregations and collections, 
e people are in a good state, and a Divine influence 
ends the word. We had a very respectable lady 
o has a wicked husband, at chapel the other night. 
9 was much affected under the sermon, and remained 

the prayer-meeting. I spoke to her, urging the 
mediate acceptance of salvation. She wept and 
>ok very much, and her tears made sad work with 
: fine curls ; poor thing, her face did look so forlorn. 
T servant girl was with her much in the same state, 
ey went home together after staying as long as they 
Ted. The friends do not know how she will fare, 

I I hope she will hold on." 

'^ Bramptony October 19^A. — I have preached four 
^hts this week and have had success every time ; the 
igregations grow larger the oftener I preach. We 
i a regular breaking down last night, and several 
ire brought out of darkness into light The collee- 
ns last Sunday are quite a wonder, they used to get 
0, this year they have got nearly £24 ; churchmen 
d everybody seem willing to give. I believe if I 
Lild stay another week we should not know where to 
t the people for want of room. I am going to 
avely to hear Mr. McDonald preach at the opening 
the new chapel ; I am to follow him on Sunday ; 
d if aU is well shall be at Bingham on Tuesday." 
^*Bmgham, Oct, 2Qth. — I have just got here. I 
IS preaching yesterday at Flintham, and am now 
ing to Granby to preach and make collections for 
lilding two houses for the preachers ; and then I am 
spend the rest of the week in preaching for missions 
id chapels," 

Towards the close of the year his letters express 
any complaints, respecting the injury and desolation 
hich the spirit of strife and discord^ had produced in 
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various parts of the connexion. The year 1849 will 
ever be as memorable in the history of Methodism, as 
will 1848 in the political history of Europe, Towards 
the close of the eighteenth century — soon after those 
political convulsions broke out, which shook every 
throne in Europe — a period of lamentable agitation 
and division distracted the Methodist Societies. And 
a similar but full more distressing and wide-spread 
devastation speedily followed the political agitations of 
1848. The Fly-sheet controversy culminated in the 
expulsion from the Conference, of three prominent 
ministers; who became the apostles of schism and 
agitation, and appealed to the public by means of the 
pulpit, the platform, and the press, in order to excite 
animosity and opposition to the discipline and executive 
of the body. The Missionary Society was recklessly 
assailed ; the ministers generally were calumniated ; 
the people were exhorted to withhold their contribu- 
tions ; and some of the worst passions of fallen human 
nature were invoked in order to sustain the cause of 
the leaders of the secession. The consequences were 
most deplorable ; families were divided, brethren 
estranged, lovely and prosperpus Societies rent in pieces, 
thousands and tens of thousands of members were 
scattered and sent into the world ; and not a few both 
amongst the laity and the ministers were brought to a 
premature grave. God grant that a similar period of 
distress and desolation may never return to blight the 
Christian church ! In the latter part of 1849 this 
great wickedness began to be developed, and the pro- 
gress of the work of God, for the time, was effectually 
arrested ; many of the most devoted servants of the 
Redeemer were sent " to weep between the porch and 
the altar," and cry : — " Spare thy people O Lord, and 
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not thine heritage to reproach." Mr. Eichardson 
one of these weepers. " The Reform agitation " 
a gi'eat affliction to him ; he had no sympathy 
those who " are given to change." Had he not 
a Christian, he would most likely have been a 
t and peaceable man, for he was constitutionally 
ned to " the things which make for peace ; " and 
servant of the great Peace-maker, he thoroughly 
prehended the intimate connection subsisting be- 
3n the peace and prosperity of a Christian church, 
•cover wherever he went, he found his usefulness more 
38S prevented by the existing state of the Societies, 
ties who had previously co-operated with him 
ime hostile ; friends were turned into foes ; houses 
)re he had often been hospitably entertained were 
ed against him ; and the minds of many were so 
judiced, by the calumnies and misrepresentations 
Lch were industriously and impudently circulated, 
fc ijiey were no longer accessible and open to the 
th. So far as his personal sentiments and feelings 
*e concerned, he was as loyal and devoted to the old 
thodist banner as any disciple of John Wesley could 
His confidence in it was never shaken for a mo- 
nt. He knew the Methodist ministers too well to 
ibt their sincerity and devotedness to the cause of 
> Redeemer ; and wherever he went he avowed his 
ivictions, not in the spirit of a partizan, but with a 
iplicity and earnestness which carried conviction to 
3 heai*t. Some of the seceders expected to gain him 
Br to their views and proceedings. Had they succeeded, 
doubt his name and influence would have rendered 
sm great service. Some tempting offers were made 
him. A. popular preacher was their great want. 
1^ they little knew their man, who thought to turn 
larles Richardson aside from old Methodism. He 
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was intensely attached to the church of his choice, and 
was just the sort of man to have become a martyr in 
her defence if called thereto. 

In the hitter end of 1848 he visited the Derby circuit 
as has been seen, with much success ; he returned by 
invitation in December, 1849, but found a sad change : 
the blight was there ; the congregations were as large 
as before, but he found what he called '^ a lowness and 
a coldness " in the state of the Society, which operated 
as a '^ damper '' to his own spirit^ and greatly prevented 
the success of his labours. What he found at Derby 
he found elsewhere ; for wherever the agitators appeared 
upon the scene they left a blight behind them. From 
Derby he was strongly urged to proceed to Ijeicester, 
by the superintendent of that circuit. The expelled 
ministers had been there, and serious mischief was 
apprehended as the result ; and it was hoped that he 
might act the part of a Christian Caleb, and be able to 
still and tranquillize the peopla He was engaged at 
the time as in former years to preach in his own circuit 
at Christmas, but a correspondence between the two 
superintendents arranged his release for the service of 
Leicester ; and there he was on Christmas-day and for 
a few days after, attending important gatherings of the 
Society in that town, by whom he was recognized as a 
consistent peace-maker. The words of peace were on 
his lips ; the '^ peace of God " was in his heart ; he 
avoided all hard words, and sought to allay the spirit 
of strife by leading to a closer union with Christ ; he 
declined public discussion on the points at issue; 
endeavouring wherever he was to promote gentleness 
and brotherly love, and a higher tone of spirituality of 
mind. Nor did he labour in vain. How much 
Methodism is indebted to him for the effective service 



A PACIFICATOR AMONG PEACE-BREAKERS, 177 

■endered at this period as a pacificator will never 
old. Very many village Societies were mercifully 
«rved from the venom and distraction which were 
ywhere so rife, by the happy influence of his ex- 
>le and exhortations ; and not a few of the large 
ns, which he began to visit more frequently about 

time, derived great benefit in this respect from 
labours. 

'he following extracts from his correspondence form 
oomy memorial of «. painful period, which in many 
•ects it would be agreeable to forget ; but inasmuch 
hey supply such an instructive and admonitory page 
Methodist history, they ought not to be allowed to 
sh. They are all under date of 1850 or 1861, and 
presented together that the subject may not liave 
»e formally referred to again. 

Loughborough, — We held a public meeting last 
it for. the Town Mission, but the Reform men 
lid not come near. They are stopi)ing all supplien, 
1 from the town missionary, although his work ia 
dsit the sick and dying. But we had a better 
ection without them than was ever obtained before." 
Binbrook. — The people here have most of them be- 
16 Reformei's, and are in a poor state. They won't 
le to hear me. I never had such small congrega- 

Leeds. — The Reformers look m upon us, but are 
Y shy. They have published a statement in the 
esleyan Times' finding fault with my visit, and call 

the * Jiincolnshire revivalist,' but the friends are 

sorry for it. If they publish next week again, 
f will have to say that many souls are saved." 

Ashbourne, — The Reformers have made bad work 
3 • a few weeks back the chapel was almost for- 
311 ; but the congregation is somewhat improved. 
3 of the Reformers died yesterday ; the good man I 

staying with went to see him, but the sick man 
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was very unpleasant, and would not sbake hands with 
him, l)ecause he is what they call * a Conference man ;' 
BO he seems to have taken hLs bad feeling with him into 
another world." 

" Ha/rhy. — The Reformers are very bitter ; they gave 
it out that we should not have twenty strangers yes- 
terday, ^ut we had' the chapel well filled afternoon and 
night, and one soul saved" 

" Ta/nsley. — ^There is sad desolation here by division, 
all the Society are gone but two men and a few women. 
Mrs. Hackett has everything to do in connection 
with the chapel and is afraid it will have to be sold." 

** Brampton. — Reform has made sad work here. 
They have done all they could to break up the Society ; 
but there is a change for the better, some of them are 
lounging about and want to come back again. The 
preachers say this visit will do a deal of good" 

"Spalding, — The Reformers are driving away. I 

was going along the street on Monday, and Mr. S d 

was standing in has door- way, but as soon as he saw me 
he turned his head the other way and would not look 
at me. I waited a little to see if he would, but he 
would not notice me. He is as bitter as ever. I 
believe they hate me. I understand they call me all 
sorts of names, and say I come on purpose to oppose 
them. Well, I do not mind We have some good 
times notwithstanding." 

A vigorous attempt was made to disturb the peace of 
the Grimsby circuit in the commencement of 1851. 
About one hundred persons went over by railway from a 
neighbouring town to attend a public meeting at which 
some of the leading agitators were to speak. Mr. 
Richardson, however, happened to be in the neighbour- 
hood visiting his friend Mr. Coates, and was requested 
by the resident ministers to preach in George Street 
chapel the same evening the meeting was to be held. 
A large congregation assembled to hear him, hundreds 
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lyed the prayer-meeting, and a good number of 
nitents found " peace with God." The visit of the 
jturbers passed over without any injury to the 
ciety. 

A widow-lady, whose husband's funeral sermon he 
d preached only a year before, and whose house had 
jn his home for many years, when in that part of 
i country, united herself to the dissentients, and 
ote to him, inviting him to her house. He replied 
the invitation in the following terms : — " I shall 
rer forget the many happy seasons with which we 
^e been blessed in the Lord's house, and under your 
pitable roof ; but I am sorry that you have left the 
pel. I have viewed the controversy on all sides ; 
ave read and heard and seen a great deal, and been 

nore places than any person in B , and I verily 

eve that everyone of you will one day repent of 
it you have done. Of course you have as much 
it to think and act as I have, but I am happy to 
I am not of your mind and believe I never shall 
and I must respectfully decline your kind in- 
tion." 

^hat special wisdom is needed by a Wesley an evan- 
st' at such times as those in question. His random 
ds fly like sparks from an anvil among unprotected 
} of gunpowder. When men's minds are all excite- 
t and suspicion, he has need to be guarded and 
lent in his communications, private as well as 
ic. Alas ! how often the Christian church has 
I rent with disputes about disciplinary questions ; 
yet there is no denying that " a godly discipline" 
ngs to Christianity as much as either doctrinal, 
rimental, or practical truth ; and they are no real 
c78 to Christ, who seek to disparage either the one 
he other, directly or indirectly. " Wise master- 
lers,'* labouring for God, must be careful to keep up 
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the fences while they raise the ^ precious stones " upon 
the true foundation; and with the meekness, gentleness, 
and purity of their Master, stand up " valiant for the 
truth upon the earth " — "the truth as it is in Jesus." 
And whilst thus labouring and may-be suffering, 
for the conservation of "the fidth which was once 
delivered unto the saints f are they not entitled to 
the sympathy of all good men ) Oh ! how desirable it 
is that those, who with laudable zeal demand immediate 
and visible results from the preaching of the Crospel, 
should rightly estimate the value and importance of 
" Church order," and seek to accomplish their legitimate 
objects in a way which shall secure their stability and 
perpetuation : and also, how necessary that those 
who defend the ramparts of Christianity should possess 
the qualifications set forth in the following lines : — 

" Great Ruler of the various hearts of men I 
Since Thou hast raised me to build up thy ohurdi 
Beyond my wish, my thought ; give me the lights. 
The virtues, which that sacred trust requires : 
A loving, loved, unterrifying power, 
Such as becomes a father ; humble wisdom ; 
Plain, primitive sincerity ; kind zeal 
For truth and virtue rather than opinions ; 
And, above all, the charitable soul 
Of healing peace and Christian moderation."-- T/tonwow. 



CHAPTER XI. 

^ Thfe men whq are by office the especial standard bearers in the 
ly of Christ, are bound to * contend earnestly for the faith once 
ivered to the Samts,' whether their efforts are likely to be 
aunted the greatest or the least in the annals of aohieyemeut."-< 
h(yp Hophiiis. 

B following extracts from his correspondence will 
iw, that in this year of great connexional disturbance 
was not without fruit, and still had encouragement 
" labour on at God's command ;" and it is beautiful 
observe how invariably he maintained the Christian 
fit towards offenders, even when his heart was 
eved and his labours obstructed by their conduct : — 

* Huddersfield^Jcm, 28iA, 1850. — I preached twice in 
een Street chapel yesterday, and a very blessed day 

had ; a good congregation in the morning? and a 
ter at night. At a meeting for prayer at half-past 
), we had five hundred present, and a very wonderful 
le it was. After preaching in the evening, about 
mty found peace with God. The people are getting 
3 a much better state, and labour with all their 
jht. I hardly ever had a better day in all my life, 
ever enjoyed greater happiness, and could say, the 
rd * anointeth my head with oil, my cup runneth 
ir.' I remain in Huddersfield all the week, preach- 

every night, and expect good times." 

* Greashro\ Yorkshire^ Feb, 5th. — I am not very well, 
ot a bad cold in coming here on Saturday ; it was a 
way day. My throat is sore. I had to preach throe 
les yesterday, to crowded congregations, and it was 

much for me, not being well. I shall be glad to 
home and have a little rest We had some happy 
les at Huddersfield, and many got salvation." 
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" Lacehy^ March ^th^ 1850. — I have spent two nights 
in Grimsby. On Tuesday we had not less than one 
thousand people in the chapel, and on Wednesday full 
twelve hundred. Several souls were saved. A blessed 
work of Grod is going on amongst * the bankers/ as they 
are called, who work at the new dock. The men have 
begun a prayer-meeting amongst themselves at the 
dinner hour, and Mr. Scott, one of the preachers, goes 
down just as they are leaving work in the evening, and 
preaches a short sermon in the open air, near the dock 
gates ; and then many of them come up town to cliapel^ 
and I have observed after I have done preaching, big 
stout men come to the communion rail, and pray with 
all their might for salvation. If you were here to see 
them you would be delighted." 

In the month of April he spent a fortnight in Kent, 
and during the time was incessantly hard at work. 
He preached eighteen times, besides holding many 
meetings for prayer and Christian experience, visiting 
the people, more or less every day, from house to house ; 
and seeking in this way, to console the poor and afflicted, 
and to arouse the careless to the pursuit of eternal 
things. His continued occupations and long journeys, 
would have excused him had he confined his labours 
to public efforts, and left domiciliary visitation to others 
residing upon the spot ; but he felt so deeply the value 
and necessity of this mode of usefulness, that he lost 
no opportunity to visit the homes of the people amongst 
whom he happened to reside for a few days, and went 
himself to invite them to the house of God. Nor can 
there be any doubt that his congregations were in many 
instances greatly increased by so doing ; not only in 
Kent, but in many other parts of the country. He 
could not afford to spend much time on each visit; 
but he had such a pleasant way of introducing himself 
and of employing five minutes, as to make his visit 
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) that of a messenger from tbe skies. Wifh bright 
bi, and cheerful tones, he would walk into a house, 
Lng : — " Well ! how are you getting on to-day 1 I 
e just called to ask how you all do 1 and to say, I 
11 be glad to see you at chapel to night." If oppor- 
ity served, he would kneel down and pray a few 
:xls ; but if any in the family were sick, he would 
f longer, and instruct and comfort with the sym- 
hy of a brother. And in those labours of love, 
own spirit was frequently refreshed ; nor did he 
to leave a gracious savour behind him. Many a 
le scoffers were subdued, young persons favourably 
}ressed ; and aged, infirm pilgrims to Zion strength- 
id and comforted, by these supererogatory toils. 
The following communication sent home, is the only 
ord of results that can be found ; but shews how 

I of heart and hope he laboured, and how he re- 
jed in spirit over his Kentish triumphs : — 

* TerUerdmy April 22nd, — We are getting on 

II in this circuit. Christ has come down to claim 
. ransomed slaves and is bringing out his prisoners 
►m ahe pit, and letting the lawful captives go free, 
id while the standard of the cross is lifted up, — 

' Angels and men before it fall, 
And devils fear and fly.' 

e Lord was indeed with us yesterday. His holy in- 
ence was powerfully felt, and many gi-oans and sigh's 
d tears, and loud cries from broken hearts were seen 
d heard. I preached at Woodchurch, and made col- 
jtions for the preacher's house ; and many got saved, 
am to go back again before I leave Kent, to preach 
e anniversary sermons for the chapel. Te-day they 
•ve R tea-meeting in Tenterden, and I preach at 
ven o'clock ; I suppose we shall have the people in 
>m all round about. To-morrow I preach at Head- 
rn, a smajl market town, just by the Dover Hne ; and 
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on Thursday go to London, and on Sunday next, preach 
at Kuddington, near Nottingham/' 

" Tiptoriy May 13^A, 1850. — I had a long and tedious 
journey on Saturday. Yesterday I preached the annua? 
sermons for the Sunday-school, which contains seven 
hundred and twenty children and ninety-four teacher? ; 
they have good infant and day-schools besides. At 
nine o'clock in the morning we met in the laige 
room, and proceeded to walk in procession through Ihe 
town, one hundred singers marching in front, and the 
whole of the children following. It was pleasing to 
see the crowds of people in the streets seemingly all 
friends. Mr. Ridler from a neighbouring circuit, 
preached in the morning, and I in the afternoon ard 
evening. The chapel is large, but was crowded to excess. 
I had good times, and the collections amounted to the 
noble sum of £65. About fifty girls, ten or twelve 
years of age, all dressed in white with their hair 
neatly shaded and tied with brown ribbons, led the 
singing, and it was delightful to hear them. They say 
they never before had such an anniversary. We closed 
the day with a good prayer-meeting, and four or five 
souls found peace with Grod. I am to preach five 
nights this week, and hold a band-meeting on Saturday 
night, and then again next Sunday morning and 
night ; on Monday once more, and then come home 
on Tuesday." 

" TiptoTij May 16«^— Things are going on well; 
the week-night congregation increases. Souls are saved 
every night. Five found peace on Monday, eight on 
Tuesday, ten or twelve last night, and there begins to 
be quite a stir in the whole place." 

" Sheffield^ Awg, 10«A-. — I am preaching every 
night, and a few souls are saved each time. We had a 
very good day on Sunday, with excellent collections. 
The friends say I ought to stay with them another 
week, but I cannot. I go to Grimesthorpe on Sun- 
day, two miles out of the town : shall be there on 
Monday also, and on Tuesday preach in Brunswick 
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bapel, which will hold nearly two thousand people. I 
'as looking over a knife and file manufactory yester- 
ly. I dare say John would have liked to have been 
ith me. The men earn a deal of money and spend it 
} fast. In one large shop the master wanted the work 
} be done, but the men were all away drinking, and 
3 did not know when they would come back. Some 
' them make two, three, and four pounds i>er week, 
id yet cannot pay their way, and their wives and 
lildren at home seem lost in dirt and rags. They 
/tend no place of worship ; and there are thousands 
■ this description." 

*^ London, August, 26th, — Yesterday I preached 
irice at Walworth, and had both good congregations 
id collections. A most gracious influence attended 
le word, and at night the altar rail was filled with 
mitents ^ seeking fof Jesus.' Many of them found 
!im to the joy of their souls, before I left the chapel; 
le friends continued the meeting after I left. I am to 
•each again to-night, and to-morrow at Norwood." 

" London, Sept, 3rd — I preached at Vauxhall on 
in^ay, we had pretty good congregations, and a few 
inversions; but the Society is much distracted, we 
[d nothing like the same influence as at Walworth, 
ext Sunday I go to Southville, to preach for the 
hool, and on Monday again, and then come home on 
iiesday. I thank God I am happy in my work, and 
)pe you are all striving for heaven ; this is the one 
ling needful, and must be attended to every day, for 
e know not when the Master will call us home. I 
ive just read of the death of Mr. Posnett, on the 
mday before last ; after the labours of the day he 
alked home, but was a corpse before ten o'clock." 

" Hagworthi/nghomi, Oct. \Oth, — (To a friend) I 
»ent three weeks in London lately, and never had 
)tter times in preaching, but did not see so much 
)od done as I have at other times. Some of the 
embers are very much out of temper, and seem bent 
)on strife, and O how they injure the work of God ; 
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yet strange to say, while they do this, some of them 
say they never were happier, and that their souls were 
never in a better state. But I do not understand 
them. I cannot be happy unless I am at peace 
with all men, and I thank Crod this is what I am 
trying for at this time; for my part, I am deter- 
mined while I live, ' to know nothing amongst men 
but Christ and Him crucified,' to preach the Grospel, 
and get as many souls from Satan for Christ as I can. 
About a fortnight ago, I was opening a chapel in the 
Driffield circuit, and went from thence to TJttoxeter. 
I spent three days in the town, during the wake and 
races. We had many souls converted, and there was 
great joy in that place. Last Sunday I was at home, 
after being away ten weeks. My wife has been very 
iU, but is getting about again. I have not been well 
myself. Yesterday I preached two missionary-sermons 
afternoon and night, in a small chapel, and the heat 
was so great that I felt quite ill in the pulpit." 

^'BUstariy Nov, 30«A, 1850. — I have been labouring 
here the last two nights, the congregations have been 
large and a good influence was present, but the people 
are in a low state, I could not get them to help in the 
prayer-meeting i^e first night. Last night we did 
better. There were many penitents and seven pro- 
fessed to lay l\pld upon the mercy of Grod. I am to 
preach twice in Wolverhampton to-morrow, and once 
in a village. This country swarms with people; there 
are iron works and coal pits on every side, I was sent 
for yesterday, to visit a young woman who was dying 
unprepared, she had been confined for the first time 
• only a few days ago and. had taken cold ; her father and 
mother are both religious people, and were standing at 
the bed side, while she was crying aloud for mercy. It 
was deeply affecting to see them all in such awful 
distress. We have had some good missionary-meet- 
ings, and are to hold another at Bilston next Tues- 
day." 

In the commencement of 1851 Mr. Richardson 
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visited Cornwall, at the pressing solicitations of many 
friends; and after staying six weeks and labouring 
with his usual diligence, zeal, and much success, re- 
turned home ; but was induced to pay a second visit 
xt the end of the year, — employing in both journeys 
aeavlyfour months. Cornwall, the land of revivals 
stnd Methodist tiiumphs, had special charms and attrac- 
tions for him. He had long heard and read of the 
glorious outpourings of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed in 
that far away country ; and when he was invited to 
3xercise his ministry there, all the better .feelings and 
sympathies of bis nature prompted him to go at oncq; 
though at the same time a deep sense of his own in- 
sufficiency led him to hesitate. 

The period was not the most favourable. An extta- 
3vdinaiy ingathering and accession of membera to the 
Domish Societies had taken place during the preceding 
jrear. Asiatic cholera had extended its desolations far 
ind wide, and under the excitements of the visitation, 
multitudes of people " moved by fear " flocked to places 
3f worship ; and in that single year four thousand new 
members in the Wesleyan churches were reported from 
OomwalL Unhappily, however, as is too often the 
:ase after seasons of religious awakening, there followed 
SI serious " falling away." And it was just when the 
reaction had commenced and like a strong ebb tide 
began to flow outwards that Mr. R entered upon his 
labours. Moreover, the Reform agitation was passing 
through its most virulent phase at the same time, and 
many hundreds of tlie young and inexperienced were 
burned aside from the paths of peace, by the misrepresen- 
tations of the leaders of that unhallowed movement. But 
notwithstanding these opposing forces, his ministry was 
both popular and extensively useful. How far he was 
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instrumental in stemming the out-flowing stream can- 
not be estimated ; but in additfon to this negative 
servicej^which he certainly rendered, he was known to 
be the means of awakening to many sinners, and of 
restoration to backsliders not a few. And by tho 
grace of Gk)d he was able in Cornwall, as in other parts 
of the kingdom, to take up the words of Charles Wesley* 
and sing : — 

"Our conquering Ijord, 

Hath prospered His word. 

Hath made it prevail. 
And mightily shaken the kingdom of hell. 

His arm he hath bared. 

And a people prepared % 

His glory to show. 
And witness the power of His passion helow." 

The superintendent minister of one of the largest 
circuits in Cornwall at this time, who saw much of 
him, writes thus : — 

" On his first visit to Redruth in 1851 , he was received 
by the people as *an angel of God ;' and it was remarked 
by some of the older Methodists, that no preacher had 
drawn together such crowds to hear him in that neigh- 
bourhood since the days of the venerable Joseph Benson; 
whose extraordinaiy power and success in ministering 
the truth during his occasional visits to Cornwall will 
live in the page of Methodist history. One remarkable 
instance of his usefulness, amongst numerous others 
which might be given, came under my own notice ; an 
aged woman who for many years had led an immoral 
life was attracted by the fame of his preaching, and 
came to hear him in the chapel at Redruth. His text 
on the occasion was John xi. 43, * Lazarus come forth.' 
During the sermon the aged sinner was seized with the 
most agonizing convictions for sin, and fell into such 
deep distress as to be constrained to cry aloud for the 
disquietude of her souL Several of the pious men in 
the chapel prayed with her after service, during the 
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GftlMiter part of the following night She seemed like 
:»ue in despair while the terrors of the Lord were upon 
lier. At length she obtained a ray of comfort, and 
<vent home to Iciid a new life. It was not however, 
an til seveml days had passed that she obtained a sense 
Df the pardoning love of God, but when she was enabled 
to lay hold upon Christ, her joy was in proportion to 
ber previous distress ; she was filled with ecstasy and 
proclaimed the goodness of God to every one around 
ber. Slje lived only a few months in this state, ai&d 
was then removed beyond the possibility of relapsing 
into her former habits. She survived long enough, 
bowever, to prove the reality of the change wrought in 
ber by the Holy Spirit. Having had * diuch for;L,aven ' 
jhe * loved much,' and received rich accessions of grace 
lud consolation; and her conversion led to that of 
several members of her fEunily, who were up to this 
ime living in ignorance and vice, and who subse- 
quently exemplified the power of Divine grace in life 
tnd in death. She anticipated Mr. It's second visit in 
^he latter part of the year with great pleasure, but was 
:aken shortly before his arrival, to join the great mul- 
titude before the throne, who '^ have washed thejf robes 
Lud made them white in the blood of the Lamb." Her 
leath was one of extraordinary exultation and triumph. 
S'ot a cloud dimmed her prospects ; her confidence was 
mshaken, and she walked through ' the vall^ of the 
hadow of death ;' rejoicing * with joy unspeakable and 
uU of glory.'" 

Another superintendent minister, in Cornwall at the 
ame time, states : — " He drew very large congre- 
:ations, thousands night after night hung upon his 
[ps for weeks together, and very much good was 
one." Writing home he gave his own account of 
^liat he thought and saw in the following terms : — 

^^ Redruth, Jan. 20th, 1851. — I am very well, thank 
rod. Wo had more than two thousand people in the 
hapcl last night (Sunday), and a powerful time w« 
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had. I left at half-past teD, but the praying people 
stayed till after one o'clock in the morning. There 
were many crying alond for mercy, in great distress of 
aonl, at the time I retired — ^for I was worn out, — and 
many had obtained mercy. The agitators are going to 
hold a meeting here, but say they cannot till I am 
gona" 

'* Redruth^ Jan, 29£&, 185 1. — ^I never saw such a mass 
of people as we had on Sunday night. The chapel on the 
ground'floor contains nothing but benches, very narrow, 
and the people were packed so close that there was not 
much to be seen but men's &ces ; and I wondered at 
myself for though they were all strangers, T felt as 
calm and composed as if I had been by my own lire- 
side ; and a most blessed night it was while I exhorted 
them to ' buy the truth and sell it not.' * The tinners' 
here get but small wages, yet the men were all clothed 
in broad-cloth. There is not a person to be seen who 
is not well or decently dressed. The morals of the 
people generally I am told, are pretty good, and cer- 
tainly they attend chapel well. But there are many 
backsliders. In the great revival theywere frightened 
out of their sins by the cholera, but when the fright 
was over, and the agitation came by Dunn and Everett, 
many of them went back. Still there are a good 
number who remain and stand fekst, and many young 
men who are very promising for future usefulness. I 
preached on Monday night, and it was a precious time, 
but the people made over much noise. This they com- 
monly do in Cornwall When a sinner is convicted, 
the people around him begin to shout ; and it is no use 
talking to them, for they seem to take no notice of 
what you say : but appear to think that a penitent is 
not soundly converted unless they make a great noise." 

He laboured three weeks in the Redruth circuity 
visiting Lanner, Skinners-Bottom, Bridge, Wheal-Bose, 
Highway, Blackwater, Yoguebeloth, Porth Towan, 
Carnkie, and occupied the pulpit of the large chapel in. 
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the town of Redruth nine times, preaching in all one 
and twenty times, besides taking part in four public 
meetings, and making eleven collections for missions 
and chapes. After visiting other circuits in the dis- 
trict, and toiling with the same amount of zeal and 
success, he returned home, rejoicing in spirit, and on 
the 26th February wrote to a friend from Spilsby to 
the following effect : — 

" I arrived safe at home last Friday night, but have 
been away every day since, except Sunday. When 
I left Hale and got out to sea, I thought I should have 
enjoyed the voyage ; but the sea began to swell, and the 
ship to roll, and I soon became very sick. I never 
more perfectly imitated a drunkard than when I went 
reeling to the ship's side to vomit. After a while I 
eaUed a council between myself, the vessel, and the 
foaming ocean. I wanted to shew that it was both 
unnecessary and unreasonable to handle me so roughly; 
but the majority was against me, and I lost the trial. 
I soon found that the best Mends I had on board were 
a conscience void of offence, a smiling Saviour, and a 
prospect of heaven. It was a stormy night, and will be 
long remembered, but I comforted myself by thinking^ 
that every stroke of the paddles brought me nearer to 
Bristol ; and that I had been doing my Master's work 
as faithfully as I could for thirty-eight nights alto- 
gether; my conscience bearing witness that I had 
preached the Gospel and declared the whole counsel of 
God to the people. I thought I was not like Jonah, 
vunning away from his Master's work ; and so com- 
mitted myself to Him whom the winds and seas obey." 

After his return from Cornwall, he was much en- 
couraged by the good npws which followed him, to the 
effect, that the quickening in the Societies which lie 
was permitted to witness, was continued, and that in 
Redruth, especially, a most blessed work of God was 
carried on for some time. But there is do doubt that 
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bis health was seriously affected by bis excessive toils. 
For six weeks be preached two oi^ three times every 
Sabbath, five nights a week, and held band-meetings 
on the Saturdays, and very frequently meetings for 
prayer during the day. He worked beyond his strength 
and complained of exhaustion when he returned home. 
Had he allowed himself to rest awhile, probably he 
would have rallied, but pressing engagements were 
before him, and he hoped to work himself well again. 
On the second of March, he preached at Binbrook, 
a ^Deral sermon for his friend Mr. Chapman,— r a 
good and useful man, — ^from the text. Josh, i 2 : — 
" Moses, my servant is dead.'* Every night the next 
week he held services at Laceby and Grimsby, though 
far from being well, until Saturday when he went to 
Mirfield, in Yorkshire, in order to preach on the fol- 
lowing day, the anniversary sermons for the chapel ; 
but soon after his arrival he was taken exceedingly ill, 
and when the Sabbath dawned, he was unable to leave 
his bed, stricken down with bilious sickness, bad cough, 
and spitting of blood. He had never been in Mirfield 
before, but the friends in whose care he was placed, 
nursed him with tenderness and affection. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilson whose guest he was, shewed him every 
attention in their power, and cared for him as much as 
though they had been his own children. After his 
recovery and return home, he related to his family 
the following singular account : — He stated that when 
first taken ill, he felt mvfch anxiety, in consequence of 
being so far from home, and in the midst of strangers, 
and because the friends who had been looking forward 
to his visit were grievously disappointed; but that 
while in this state of mind he was completely relieved 
by a strange occurrence : — During the evening of the 
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first or second day, whilst lying in bed, no one having 
been in the room for some time, all at once he became 
conscious that some one was in the apartment. A little 
man whom he had never seen before, with a most benign 
and pleasant countenance, and most graceful manners, 
approached his bed side, and begged him to consider 
himself quite at home, and not to think that he was any 
burden to the family of the house, for that the gentle- 
man and lady, whose guest he was, were most benevo- 
lent and kind people, and would feel a pleasure in 
attending to him, and that his sickness would not last 
very long. The person appeared to walk up and down 
the floor several times, repeating .the same things^ with 
great kindness of tone and looks, and then disappeared 
as suddenly as he had entered. Mr. K. was questioned 
as to whether this was not a dream, but his own per- 
suasion was, that it was not ; and he concluded his 
statement by saying : — " Well ! whether dream or 
vision, it had the effect of supplying instant relief, for 
all my fears fled, and all through the sickness I found 
the kind family to be just as was described." He was 
confined to bed by this illness eleven days, and had to 
be nursed a week longer after he came down stairs ; 
but through the good and kind care of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson, and the mercy of God, he was quite restored 
and then returned home for a few weeks repose. 

During this attack his soul was filled with comfort ; 
and though cast down at the first, he soon rose above 
all depression and was able to " rejoice in tribulation," 
and sing with the psalmist : — " I shall not die, but live; 
and declare the works of the Lord." Writing home 
before he got down stairs he said : — " I feel that Christ 
is precious. Oh ! it is a blessed thing to have religion 
in time of affliction. I feel I am on the rock ; lodged 
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in the city of reftige ; at home in Zion ; my title-deeds 
made out for the inheritance above. The Bible is my 
heavenly Father's will, and all its promises are mine. 
All is peace within. Looking back, I have been doing 
the will of God, and working out my own salvation ; 
future prospects are clear, with sweet foretastes of joys 
to come. My Saviour said : — * I will not leave you 
comfortless ; I will come to you.' And his promise 
stands good. — ' My giuce is suflScient,' and it is so. 
And these promises are for my wife and children also, 
yea for all who will accept of salvation through Christ. 
Oh ! be sure and make Christ your Saviour, and 
religion your chief good ; rest on the atonement and 
live to God, and all will be right in the end. I hope 
our prayers will unite at the throne of grace, until we 
meet on earth again." 

He did not remain long at Tetford. He had many 
outstanding engagements and was pressed in spirit 
with the claims of some of them ; at the end of April 
he started for Bedfordshire, before he was quite well ; 
and after the first Sabbath reported as follows : — 

" JBed/ord, April 2Sth, 1851.— I got safe to Bedford, 
but not on Saturday night as I expected. When I 
arrived at St. Neots there was no conveyance forwai'd, 
so I had to go to Mr. Dennis' for the night ; they were 
glad to see me and sent for the two preachers to supper 
— Mr. Julian and Mr. Sugden — but the worst of it 
was they kept me out of bed till twelve o'clock. On 
Sunday morning Mr. D. brought me to Bedford, which 
is twelve miles. I had then seven miles more to. go to 
Luddington, for my appointment, in the afternoon and 
evening. I felt very feeble in the pulpit for the first 
twenty minutes, but grew stronger afterwards ; preach- 
ing seemed quite new work. The chapel was very 
full and warm ; but I got through the day pretty well. 
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We had a good number of penitents at night, and some 
of them found peace. I did not do much in the prayer- 
meeting ; there were plentj^ to labour, for the people 
are in a good state. Mr. Dunn was here last week 
agitating, but did not make much out.'' 

" Bedford, May 2nd, — I am glad to say that I get on 
with my work in a middling way. I preached twice 
each of the last two days, and yesterday I felt stronger 
and better than I have done before. We have had 
some encouraging times ; indeed good has been done in 
every place where I have been. I am now going eight 
or ten miles into the country, and Mr. Samuel Bennett 
takes me home with him after preaching." 

" Ha/rdwichy (Lincoln) May &th. — I am happy to 
say that I am very well, as well as ever I was in my 
life, my chest and lungs have been getting stronger 
ever since t began to work. We have had a good 
anniversary ; have had the tea-meeting and preaching 
in a barn as the chapel is small, and the congrega- 
tions have been very good. We have had one soul 
saved and others deeply wounded. I am now going to 
Betford." 

^^ Hagworihinghamy Sept Wth, — (To a friend) I 
have been spending the last fortnight at Leeds and 
Uttoxeter. The week at Leeds was one of the happiest 
I have had for a long time. We had a fair congrega- 
tion on Sunday, with collections for Wesley chapel 
Sunday-school, and five or six penitents found pea.ce at 
night ; a very gracious influence rested upon the people 
all the day and they were much encouraged. We had 
service all the next week. I preached seven times in the 
chapel and once in the open air in the midst of a feast. 
We had scores brought to God, for preachers and people 
all worked well together. Mr. John Smith, of Briggate, 
wrote me last Monday to say that they had a blessed 
slabbath after I left them. In the Sunday-school they 
leld a prayer-meeting in the afternoon, and between 
hirty and forty of the teachers and elder scholars were 
sekingf salvation, the friends continued praying with 
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them until twenty-three found peace with Grod. Thia 
is good news. I have had two or three letters from 
Dr. Smith, of Camborne,' asking me to spend a fort- 
night there, and though it is such a long way, and I 
have so much work nearer home, yet if it is the Lord's 
will, I must go and do His work and hope that He will 
give me many souls." 

« Camborne, Oct 20th, 1861.— I got hereon Wednes- 
day, but did not preach till yesterday. It was the 
Sunday-school anniversary and we had overflowing 
congregations. I very much wish you could have seen 
them, the chapel is large and they were packed like 
bees in a hive, and yet there was deep attention. The 
collections were nearly £4 better than last year. I am 
to address the parents and children to-night, and we 
shall have a great gathering. I have to attend three 
misflionary-meetings and preach several times in the 
town while I am here." 

" Redruth, Nov, 1th. — I have been all round Bed- 
ruth holding missionary-meetings and making collec- 
tions for chapels, and we have had some very good 
times. The people here are very different to any I 
have ever seen elsewhere ; when penitents are in dis- 
tress they seem to take no notice of what you say to 
them when pointing them to the Saviour ; they toss 
about and scream and thump and make a great noise, 
so that I am sometimes almost distracted. Still a few 
are getting salvation in every place, and I am greatly 
encouraged. I preached here on Monday night and 
we had a good time. You will see from the bill I send 
that I am to preach again to-night and on Sunday, 
when I expect we shall have not less than two thousand 
people in the chapel, and many are looking for a day of 
* power from on high.* " 

" St Just, Nov. 25th. — I am very well and happy 
in €k)d, labouring in His cause with some success. 
Several sinners are getting salvation. It is almost 
fearful to see the distress which penitents are thrown 
into, they seem in such an agony of mind, that you 
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^ never saw the like of ii They make themselves ill, 
and some of them even after they are made happy are 
poorly for several da3rs. When they obtain peace 
they seem as if they were in an ecstacy. The other 
day at Redrath, tiiere were a mother and daughter 
both seeking the Lord ; the daughter was about twenty 
years of age, and when they found salvation I think 
I never saw such heavenly countenances. O how they 
did rejoice together. I came here on Saturday night, 
and though the weather was very stormy we had good 
congregations on Sunday, and a more happy time I 
think I never had in the pulpit. I am to stay here 
and preach for ten or twelve days longer, and expect 
to see the * arm of the Lord made bare.' There are 
tin and copper mines all around here ; some of these 
give work to three hundred people : many of whom don't 
get more than £2 10s. a month, but they are re- 
markably fond of dress. Some of the girls . that get 
only a shilling a day, turn out on the Sundays almost 
like ladies. I am told that they will pine themselves 
to get fine clothes. Many of these poor girls are the 
most handsome young creatures I ever saw, and I 
suppose they know it. There are very many excel- 
lent people in Cornwall, and some of the cleverest 
men I ever came near any where, and truly pious 
as well. The miners frequently die young, their under- 
ground work injures their health ; so that there are a 
gi'eat number of widows in the country. Not a few of 
the men are slain by accidents, and many die of con- 
sumption of the lungs. I am wonderfully pleased with 
the scener}/^. Here are the finest granite rocks, noble 
hills and beautiful valleys, and the great wide sea all 
around, which looks so pure and beautifully green near 
the shore, that I am never tired with looking at if 

^^St Justy Dec, 2nd, — Last Sunday was another 
wet day. The rain began at eleven o'clock on Saturday 
night and never ceased till Monday morning ; and you 
have no idea how the wind blows and the rain comes 
down here, it seems to come in sheets. The congre- 
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gations were much affected in consequence, but we 
had a few souls saved. Several entered into liberty 
on Saturday night, and many more were seeking 
mercy. I preached for the last time last night, 
(Monday) to a very large and attentive congrega- 
tion-; and when the prayer-meeting began, in a little 
time there were numbers groaning and crjdng for 
mercy. In one part of the chapel the cries of distress 
were almost frightful, and then as they got saved and 
were made happy, oh ! what shouts of joy went up to 
heaven. In the gallery of the chapel sinners were 
weeping, and friends praying around them, and encou- 
raging them to believe ; and down stairs on the men's 
side of the floor the same thing was going on. Such 
a noise of mingled mourning, singing, and rejoicing, I 
have never heard before ; about fourteen or fifteen 
found rest and peace to their souls in Christ, and the 
meeting concluded about twelve o^clock. Great num- 
bers went away in distress, and the next day the 
preachers and leaders had plenty of work to do in 
visiting the people at their houses. While I have 
been here they have had some meetings in the tin 
mines through the day, and some have got saved in 
the bowels of the earth. Several times people have 
become so much affected while at their work that 
they could not go on with it, and have sent for 
preachers and leaders to pray with them. The friends 
very much wish me to stay longer, but my time is 
fixed and I cannof 

<* Bodmin, Dec, 8<A, 1851. — I left the St. Just people 
all in a blaze. Monday night was a wonderful time. On 
Tuesday I went to one of the villages to hold a 
missionary-meeting, and six people were saved at 
St. Just, the same night. I never was amongst such 
a people. Whilst I have been preaching to them, 
some would break out in loud expressions of joy, and 
others in distressing cries, exclaiming : — ^ Lord save me.' 
And I have often had to start singing till the noise 
has abated, and then begin to preach again. I have 
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greatly enjoyed my visit, and the scenes I have wit- 
nessed will never be forgotten. I preached here 
yesterday for the day-school. There is great peace, 
but the people are not prepared for a revival. Mr. 
Coleman from Holt, in Norfolk, has just been holding 
an agitation meeting, and said all he could a^inst the 
Methodist preachers, and told the people that all they 
want is to get their children into their corrupt church 
to uphold their corrupt system ; but the people who 
heard him wei-e disgusted." 

Mr. Eichardson attended a public meeting on the 
Monday evening at Bodmin, and was mercifully pre- 
served from the consequences of a serious accident 
He had to ascend a lofty platform by a ladder, and 
just as he reached the top, it gave way and he fell 
with it to the ground, but beyond the shock which 
he sustained, he was uninjured, and was able to take 
his part in the meeting as though nothing had 
happened. 

Full of gratitude to God for preservation from dan- 
ger by sea and land, he returned home laden with the 
.spoils of his Cornish campaign, to enjoy another hapjiy 
Christmas in the bosom of his family. 

" And therefore my daily employ is to draw, 'mid confusion and 

strife, 
From wells of salvation, with joy, the beautiful waters of life ; 
And filled with the spirit of peace, in harmony's sweetest accord, 
My raptures shall daily increase, ineflfably one with my Lord. 
O Zion ! in anthems unitd to Jesus thy glory and crown. 
Who reiguB in Omnipotent might, and dwells in the midst of 

His own. 
Thy Holy One, Israel, is great ; and all who in Jesus abide 
Are safe, while they patiently wait, till the Bridegroom shall 

oome for the Bride*" -Oou 



CHAPTER XII. 

" In oratory^ affectation must be avoided ; it is better for a 
man by a native and clear eloquence to express himself, than by 
those words which may smell either of the lamp or the ink* 
horn." — Lord Herbert. 

As these records are perused, it will be seen how 
abundantly fruitful Mr. Kichardson's labours were every 
where ; from one end of the kingdom to the other he 
could refer to many sinners sayed by grace, and say in 
the words of St. Paul : — " The seal of mine apostleship 
are ye in the Lord." And the question forces itself 
into attention : How may his success be accounted for ] 
To this there is only one reply to be given, — ^the same 
which the prophet supplies when he declares : ^' Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts ! '^ Neither friends nor foes will say it 
was the result of either human learning, art, or artifice. 
He went forth from his village home, from time to 
time, into the busy, crowded haunts of men, to wage 
a glorious war with the powers of darkness, armed only 
with " the armour of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left :" armour, thank God, which all good 
men may both have and use — ^and it was sufficient. 
He rescued the prey from the hands of the mighly ; 
the redeemed among men were multiplied ; churches 
were strengthened, and God was glorified. Do not the 
facts which his life and labours supply throw light 
upon the question as to which is the best and most 
successful mode of preaching Christ ? Let men " speak 
as the Spirit gives them utterance," in a simple, earn- 
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est, natural elocution, and God will not fail to cheer 
them with indubitable tokens of his presence and 
power to save. It is encouraging to think, that public 
sentiment amongst Christians generally is coming more 
and more to this, and that " the church of the future " 
will insist upon having a practical ministry, productive^ 
of visible and tangible results. 

The places visited by Mr. R in 1852 for the first 
time, were Leek, Stafford, Ep worth, Wigan, Liverpool, 
some of the circuits in South Wales, and the Stafford- 
shire Potteries. It was one of the most laborious 
years he ever spent. He preached more frequently 
and visited a greater number of places than he had 
done before. The following extracts will shew with 
what results : — 

^^ ABhbov/mSy Jtm, 12«A, 1852. — Another week is 
gone, and I am happy to say the Lord has been with 
me in a wonderful manner ; we have had good done in 
every place where I have preached. We had an excel- 
lent missionary-meeting at Leek, the collections were 
£7 more than last year. On Thursday and Friday I 
preached at Altonsfield for their Sunday-school, when 
we had a few souls saved. At Leek a good many 
entered into liberty, and * tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious.' On Saturday I came here and was very kindly 
received by Mr. Sergeant and the friends. We made 
collections for the chapel yesterday, and succeeded 
much better than was expected, for the cause has been 
nearly broken up. The best of all was, we had a 
blessed outpouring of the influence of the Spirit ; there 
was a regular shaking amongst the dry bones, and they 
say twenty persons were in deep distress about their 
salvation. I preach again to-night, to-morrow, and 
Friday. On Wednesday and Thursday, I am to hold 
two missionary-meetings, and on Saturday return to 
Leek.*' 

**Leekf Jim. I9th. — I preached three times yester- 
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day, twice at the opening of a new chapel, two miles 
out of town, and once in the large chapel at Leek to a 
crowded congregation. The Lord was in the midst ; 
we closed the day well, eight or ten penitents were at 
the altar rail. I am going to the country parts of the 
circuit for four da3rs, and am to preach in the large 
chapel again on Friday. Praise the Lord ! " 

''Staffordy Jem, 2Uh, 1852.— I wrote on Saturday but 
write again to-day, because we had such a blessed work 
here yesterday. The power of God came down upon 
the people, and all seemed completely subdued under 
it. Numbers were deeply convinced of sin, and eight 
jjersons bore testimony before the congregation, that 
Christ Jesus * receiveth sinners still.' The friends are 
pressing me very much to remain with them next week. 
I am just going into the country for two or three days. 
T know not what to say about going to Alford. I have 
been labouring hard for many months, indeed I have 
had no rest since I went to Cornwall." 

" Zeighton Buzzard, April 25th, — We have had 
a mighty stir this week. £150 upon the chapel has 
been called in, and I have been preaching all the week, 
and making collections to raise enough to pay it off. 
We have done very well in regard to money, and 
have had souls saved as well. I go to Dunstable 
to-morrow." 

" TunstaU, May 2Sth, — ^We have had some power- 
ful times ,* and a few have been • added to the Lord,' 
but not so many as might have been. I preach for the 
last time to-night, and to morrow shall go to Longton, 
where I am to preach their school-sermons on Sunday. 
They have six hundred children in the school, and the 
annivei'sary is more thought about than anything else 
in the year. This neighbourhood is the most smoky 
and dirty I ever saw ; but the people are very pleased 
with their own country. I shall only have about seven 
miles to travel, and there are houses nearly all the way. 
I went through a large pottery yesterday, and wonder 
how they can afford to sell so cheap — so much expense 
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ttends pot making. At the same time, some articles 
hey make are very costly. In the show-room I saw 
ne little fruit dish, the price of which was £25. I 
ever saw such exquisitely beautiful things before." 

" Leicester^ Jtme 20tL — I have got away from 
tie smoke of the Staffordshire potteries. And what a 
mtrast this place presents — it is so clean and bright. 

have been preaching all the week, and making col- 
ictions for chapels and other things. Last night there 
ere ten persons seeking salvation. To-morrow night 
e hold the missionary meeting in this town." 

" Wiga/riy June 25th, — We had good success at 
ansley. On Monday night after preaching there, 
venty penitents were seeking the Lord. On Wednes- 
ly I preached at Wirksworth afternoon and night, 
id left the chapel a little after ten o'clock, when tlie 
tar rail was full of persons of different ages seeking 
le Lord. I came here on the outside the coach by 
ay of Matlock Bath and Buxton, and had a pleasant 
umey through a beautiful country. Wigan contains 
),000 people, and 20,000 more in the neighbourhood, 
hope we shall have a good week, and see many souls 
ved. I am staying at the house of Mr. Meek." 
" Wigcm, Jvly 2nd, — We have had some blessed 
nes in this town. Twenty souls were saved one 
ght, and thirty another." 
" Aahhy'de-lorZouchy Jvly 7th. — I am preaching 

a different place every day. At Swadlincote to- 
ght ; Ashby to-morrow ; and at a place called 
''ooden Box on Friday ; and then to March in Cam- 
idgeshire on Saturday. Last night I was at Meas- 
im, where seven or eight proved the Gospel to be the 
)0wer of God to their salvation.' The weather is so 
irm that I have often to change my linen as soon as 
get away from the chapels." 

^^ Liverpool^ Sept, \Uh. — We have been getting on 
etty well. The collections have been very good, and 
veral souls saved every night. I have had some very 
ippy times in preaching. iSist night I preached in 
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Brunswick Chapel, one of the most beautiful Metho- 
dist places of worship I ever was in. If all k well I 
shall finish to-night, and spend to-morrow in looking^ 
over some of the remarkable places in this noble 
town." 

The rest of September, the whole of October, and a 
part of November, he spent in the Bedford, Higham 
Ferrers, Chatteris, and Leeds circuits ; but the memo- 
rials of his labours have perished, except a brief note 
dated : — 

« Merthyr TydvU, Dec. 6th, 1852.— I spent a fortnight 
in Leeds after leaving home before I came here, and 
some glorious times we had ; the altar rail was fre- 
quently filled with penitents ; and I believe they will 
see better days. The Societies here have been rent in 
pieces ; but they are getting into a better state : some 
are tired of reform and coming back. A few cases of 
clear conversion have taken place since I have been 
here, and I hope to see a great many more." 

He continued labouring in South Wales until the 
end of December, preaching in various places, and 
blessed with his usual success. At the quarterly-meet- 
ing of the Merthyr Tydvil circuit, held about tl\e time 
he left, the superintendent returned twenty new mem- 
bers and forty on trial, besides which, many others 
were meeting in class, who had been brought to God 
during his visit Mrs. Bakewell, the wife of one of 
the resident ministers, writing to liim the following 
month, said : — " You will be pleased to hear that the 
good work which commenced during your never-to-be- 
forgotten visit into Wales is still going on. Numbers 
have joined the Society since you left and many more 
have promised. The congregations throughout the cir- 
cuit ai*e much larger, and our prospects are altogether 
encouraging. Our peopl^ in Tredegar especially, love 
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to talk of your visit to them, and often say they shall 
never forget you." 

Mr. Richardson's reputation as a preacher continued 
to extend ; and invitations poured in from all parts of 
the kingdom, through the quiet little post-office of Tet- 
ford, giving his humble cottage an unwonted importance 
in the estimation of the villagers, as day by day the 
postman left a whole handful of letters at the door. 
About this time«'a large octavo volume entitled, " The 
Post-Office Directory for the county of Lincoln," was 
published in London; in it his name appears in the 
list of " the clergy and gentry of Tetford," and is 
printed thus : — *^ The Eeverend Cha/rles Richa/rdson, 
Wesley an MiTdster" and is placed next in order to the 
resident clergyman. This was not done with his know- 
ledge ; he is not known ever to have referred to it ; 
and most probably he was never aware of the honour- 
able distinction to which he had attained. Probably 
he was indebted to some of his kindhearted neighbours 
who were not a little proud of his popularity ; and 
thought to honour the place of his residence, as well as 
his name, by the style and status which they assigned 
him. Nothing could be farther from his inclinations 
than to ape the gentleman. He had the nature, 
generosity, high sense of honour, and true refinement 
of a real gentleman, under the plain unsophisticated 
aspect of an unassuming English peasant, and was more 
likely to repudiate than to assert, the slightest preten- 
sion to the clerical distinction which his neighbours 
attached to his name. 

His widening field of operations in 1853, embraced 
Stockton-upon-Tees, Howden, Dover, Ashford, Mans- 
field, Bridlington, Bury, Chester, and Ashton-under- 
LyQe,in addition to some other circuits which he had 
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previously vifiitecL The following are the best reports 
of his progress which can be gathered : — 

^ Pre8to7ifield, nW Hull, Feb, 14<A, 1853.— I got a 
little cold in coming here, but we had a blessed day 
yesterday. I preached morning and evening, and held 
a love feast in the afternoon, and a very good one it 
was. The people are in a good state. There were 
several present from Hull, all alive to Grod. The 
chapel was crowded at night, and we had a wonderful 
time. Eight penitents were seeking the Lord, and six 
or seven of them found salvation. We closed the 
services of the day tired and happy about ten o'clock. 
I am to preach to them the next three nights." 

" Wain^etf Feb. 25th. — ^We have had a good week 
at Friskney, New Leake, Old Leake, and Wainfleet. 
Last night was a most encouraging time. The 
preachers were surprised at the crowds of people 
who came to the public tea and the chapel. I was 
very much blessed in my own soul, and very happy 
while preaching; a good number of sinners were 
pricked in the heart : the word spoken took effect, and 
many were crying for mercy at the altar rail during the 
prayer-meeting; and not a few went home praising 
God for his salvation, while others remained under 
convictions for sin. Mr. Lyon, one of the preachers, is 
ill, and I am going to remain over another Sunday to 
preach for him ; it seems quite providential that I have 
no engagement to prevent me." 

^^Selby, Ma/rch 27th. — This town is about as large 
as Horncastle, and the chapel a little larger, but 
much finer in appearance. Yesterday we had splendid 
congregations, and about ten souls saved at night ; it 
was a good beginning, and I hope to see a great many 
more saved the next four nights. Wednesday^ March 
30th. — Last night we had nine or ten in great distress 
seeking mercy with all their hearts, and they went 
home rejoicing in the Lor(J.'* • 

^^ Elham (Kent) April l\th, — There was a dreadful 
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mnderstorm, with hail and pouring rain, as I came up 
) London on Friday. I left the London-bridge station 
twelve o^clock on Saturday, and got to Canterbury 
ighty-one miles) in two hours and a half, for seven 
Ulings. A man w^as waiting for me with a convey- 
icte and brought me on to this place, eleven miles far- 
er. They had given out for me to preach three times 
isterday, but 1 told them I had such a cold I could 
>t take more than two services. We had a good day 
2re crowded with people, and collected £40 to reduce 
e debt upon the chapel. It is a beautiful place ; but 
e people were very slow and backwai'd at the prayer 
eeting. I could not get them to assist, although there 
as a gracious influence present, and a young man and 
oman were in deep distress : however, both of them 
und peace, and everyone seemed pleased at the close 
the day. I shall have plenty of work all the week, 
Lt hope the Lord will be with me." 
^^ Elhamfi^ April \ith, — Weill I have nothing but 
od news to tell you. In the first place I am im- 
oving in health ; my cough is much better, though 
e weather is very cold. In the next place, I am 
ich encouraged in my work. The congregations are 
good that the people say they have not seen such for 
ars. The collections for the debt of the chapel now 
lount to £85, and every night we have souls cou- 
rted to God. On Monday last we had five or six 
ar cases of conversion ; on Tuesday ten or twelve j on 
ednesday seven ; though still I cannot get the mem- 
ps to work as they ought. We have had numbers of 
)ple deeply ajQTected and completely broken down 
der the power of God, and displays of distress enougli 
affect hearts of stone; and a degree of influence 
I ich I should think sufficient to quicken the most 
jless professors ; yet all has seemed to produce little 
ect upon many of the old members. They seem 
jased enough with me, and glad to see the work of 
>d going on around them ; but they afibrd little hel]> 
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to cany it on. But I suppose it is the wav they have 
got into in this oounty : I wish I could get them out 
of it. I leaye here on Saturday and go to Ashford." 

^^ Shipseoj (Yorkshire) Juns 2ith, — "We have had 
the missionary-meeting and got £4 more than last 
year. Every night we have had good congregations, 
and a few souls have been saved ; but have not seen 
anything very particular in that way. I go to Ulceby 
in the morning : only thirty miles, and that is like 
nothing." 

•• UMby, n'r Barton, June 27th, 1853.-— We had all 
that we could wish for yesterday in regard to congrega- 
tions and collections. I preached three times. Two 
persons were brought to God, and several others were 
deeply wounded. One of those saved was a young lady 
from Lincoln visiting here ; she is very happy, and 
praising the Lord. The other is a respectable married 
woman — mother of four children. She was set off in 
the first style of fashion, with silks, ruffs, cuffs, ringlets, 
and veil ; but she came out of her pew up to the place 
where the penitents were kneeling, and began to cry 
aloud for mercy. She told me she had often been under 
convictions for sin during many years, but had never 
been able to break through before and come to decision. 
After some time she was clearly set at liberty.'' 

^^Tcmsley, (Derbyshire) July 4th. — I had a very 
tiresome journey on Saturday, and did not get here 
until late. They had begun to despair of my coming. 
Mr. Hackett's man had been to meet two other trains 
before the one I came by. But the satisfaction I had 
yesterday made up for the trouble of getting here. 
They say the chapel was never so crowded but once 
before. We had six or seven persons who professed to 
find the pardoning love of God. Mrs. H. was full of 
anxiety about the weather and the collections ; but 
before the day was done she was so pleased, and said : 
' praise the Lord ! my headache and all my fears are 
gone.' Some friends invited a farmer — a wicked man 
— to come and hear me in the afternoon ; and he was 
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touched that he went home and brought hia brother 

1 the evening. Two of Mr. H.'s sons and a Httle 
aughter, got good to theii* souls last year when 1 was 
ere, and have been meeting iu class ever since ; and a 
ttle boy twelve years old, obtained a sense of pardon 
b the same time, and about nine months afterwards 
ckened, and died very happy in the Lord." 

" WysaU (Nott8,) July 16«/i.— I left Draycott yes- 
irday, where I have been permitted to reap more 
uit I should think there are fifty young people from 
n to twenty years of age who have got good during 
le week, and have determined to give themselves to 
od. We had some wonderful seasons. This is a very 
it-of-the-way place; the post comes only two or thi'ee 
nes a week I preach here to-morrow twice in a 
rge barn for the Sunday-school, and on Monday 
ain ; then go to Wymeswold and Ruddington." 
"Hadcliffe Bridge^ (Lano.J Atig. 9th. — The weather 
very fine and warm ; but I do not know how the 
rvest is going on, for there are no cornfields here, 
le people are mostly weavers, dyera, and calico 
inters. The dyers are all dyed blue themselves ! and 
)k very bltie all the week round ; their hands are 
le ; their faces are blue ; their clothes are blue ; so 
u may judge how *true blue' they are; and they 
Eirly all wear clogs, and make such a noise as they go 
►ng the streets. But the work of the Lord prospers 
longst them : they don't look blvs on the Sunday. 
)sterday I preached for the Sunday-school, and they 
i nearly £27. The children sung beautifully, and it 
s a very happy day. There were ten or twelve 
litents at night earnestly seeking salvation ; about' 
many more on Monday night ; and seven last night. 
B are having a good week, and they beg me to come 
tin another year.'* 

^ Staleybridgey Sep, \2ih, — I got here about two 
lock on Saturday after a long ride. Yesterday I 
ached for the schaols twice, and it waa an extraor- 
ary day. I never witnessed deeper feeling maui- 
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fested under the word. There was sighing and weep- 
ing all over the chapel, and every now and then 
outbursts of praise. Last year the collections were 
£27 ; this year £32. I do not know how many sonls 
were saved. "We held a prayer-meeting in the chapel, 
and another at the same time in the vestry. I re- 
mained in the chapel ; but they got on very weU in 
the vestry, and many in both places were sealed with 
the spirit of adoption, and enabled to cry, •Abba, 
Father, my Lord and my God ! ' I am to pi*each four 
nights this week, and am expecting something very 
great. This country swarms with people ; there are 
30,000 in Sta] ey bridge ; and then there are Guide 
Bridge, Ashton-under-Lyne, and other places so close 
together, that they are like one town. Iron foundries 
and cotton mills are very numerous ; and the people 
certainly do need something extraordinary to make 
them think about religion. Considering the popida- 
tion, the work of God is very low." 

'* JStalei/bridgey Sep. I6th, 1853. — The preachers and 
friends have pressed me hard to stay another week, and 
I have consented. We have a wonderful work going 
on, the congregations on the week nights have kept 
increasing ; last night the chapel was full, and we had 
such a prayer-meeting, that it was like one of the best 
of the Horncastle New Year's meetings. Mr. Griffiths 
had to go out to a country appointment, but came in 
upon us at half-past nine o'clock ; he stood amazed and 
said, * I never saw anything like this before.' There 
were scores in deep distress of soul, and like violent 
men, taking the kingdom of heaven by force. Thank^ 
God, whole families have been saved since I came here. 
On Sunday night a young woman found pardon, and 
was made very happy. On Monday night one of her 
brothers came to chapel and was deeply convinced of 
sin ; he went home with a stricken heai*t, and as soon 
as he entered the house, went right upstairs to his 
room, crying aloud as he went. His happy sister fol- 
*"wed him; and soon after the whole family were 
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gathered around him, weeping and praying for them^ 
ielve& There is already a good number of fine young 
nen and women brought in, who appear quite decided ; 
ihe work is spreading into the factories and foundries ; 
ind I am ready to believe that before another week is 
)ver, we shall see something more blessed than I have 
)ver known in all my life. My next place after 
eaving here will be the neighbourhood of Leicester/' 

This visit to Lancashire was greatly blessed, and not 
I few, ** in the day of the Lord," will doubtless appear 
A the results of his labours. Already the fruits are 
pringing up on the other side of the Atlantic ; and in 
LOW many other distant parts of the earth Mr. Eichard* 
on's converts are to be found making known the glad 
idings of salvation, no one can tell. The class of per- 
ons to whom he was most generally useful furnishes a 
irge number of emigrants to all parts of the earth ; 
nd parties who were brought to Gk)d by his instru- 
lentality are known to be now in Australia, New 
iealand, the United States of America, and Canada. 

The following extiuct from a letter which was sent 
n solicited across the Atlantic, while these Memoirs 
ere in course of preparation, from Mr. Joseph Buck- 
ly, now an accredited class leader and exhorter in 
>nnection with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
le state of Ohio, will supply an instance illustrative 
- the fact just stated : — 

*' It was with feelings of sadness and regret that I 
lad of the death of that truly great and good man 
[r. Richardson, who could say of me, as St Paul said 
' the Corinthians : — * Eor in Christ Jesus I have be- 
>tten you through the QospeL' By his death the 
lurch and the world have sustained a great loss. It 
AS on Sunday the 11th of September, 1853, that I 
"Bt heard him preach at Staleybridge, on the occasion 
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of the Sunday-Bcliool anniversary. In the afternoon 
he preached a most powerful sermon from Numbers 
xiiL 30 : * And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it ; for we 
are well able to overcome it.' The whole sermon was 
remarkable for its spirituality and vigour of thought. 
But his sermon in the evening : who that was present 
will ever forget it 1 The text was Ezekiel xxxiii. 11. 
1 had previously heard some of the most distinguished 
and powerful preachers in England ; but I thought I 
had never heard anything like that. Never before had 
I seen an audience so taken captive and excited. The 
chapel was densely crowded, but sometimes during that 
germon you might have heard a pin drop. Some of 
his appeals to the conscience were overwhelming ; his 
eloquence was at times like thunder and earthquake, 
and produced commotion and alarm in the congrega< 
tion. Never shall I forget his desciiption of a sinner 
in hi» downward course of ruin. ' Sinner,* cried he, 
' you are going down to hell ! Yes you are going to 
hell over the cross of Jesus ! You are going to hell 
over mountains of prayers, and through floods of tears ! 
You are going to hell loaded with sermons, and your 
memories crowded with texts ! ' And then with great 
vehemence and impressiveness of voice and manner he 
cried out :-^* Lord, stop the sinner ! Lord, stop the 
sinner 1 ' I shall carty the impression of th^.t sermon 
with me to the grave. He preached every night 
during the following week, and a great many were 
truly converted to God. I heard a man say he would 
walk twenty miles to hear Mr. Kichardson preach 
again. After his first visit to Staley bridge, he became 
very popular all through that part of the country, and 
was frequently called upon afterwards to preach anni- 
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versary Bermons. I remember hin coming again tlie 
following year. He preaohed two telling sermons on 
the Sabbatby to crowded congregations. His texts 
were Heb. xi. 10, and Isaiah xxvii. 13. Again he 
preaohed every night during the following week, the 
same as the year before, and many were the slain of 
the LorA" 

After visiting Leicestershire, he returned to the 
neighbourhood of Manchester, and preached the annual 
■ermons for the chapel at Droylsden, and the next day 
wrote home sayin : — 

"Oc<. 3rrf, 1853, — I had another successful day yestur- 
day, there was a powerful influence in thechnpol whiJM 
I was preaching ; I don't know how many wore saved, 
but I should think there were not fewer tlmn thirty 
penitents seeking salvation. I gave out tliat I would 
preach three nights this week, and am expecting to 
lee great good done. Many were here from Staley- 
bridge and Ashton. They are going on well in 
those places, and have a good prospect of the revival 
3ontinuing." 

Mr. Richardson was fully occupied with preaching 
in various places during the remainder of the year, but 
[lis correspondence during this period has perished, and 
nothing can be gathered respecting his labours >)cyon(l 
nrhat is stated in the itinerary to be found at the end 
}f this volume. 

The year 1854 was undoubtedly one of the best and 
nost successful in Mr. Richardson^s life. His health 
Mras good, and his labours were incessant. Wherever 
le went the people r^eived him with warm affection. 
He was at the height of his popularity. ' The chapels 
vere crowded whenever he preached, and everywhere 
he could say : — " The best of all is, God is with us." 
With the opening of the new year he took part iu 
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the annual services at Homcastle, which were to him 
as '^ a feast of fat things, full of marrow, of wines on 
the lees well refined ! " He dedicated himself -afrefik 
to the service of Ood at the holy solemnity of th« 
annual covenant renewing on the first Sabbath of the 
year ;J and on Saturday the 7th of January set off 
again from home for long and distant travel ; and saw 
very little of his family during the whole of the year, 
excepting just a day or two at a time. The snow waft 
deep upon the ground when he started in an open cart ; 
the cold north wind blew fiercely, and before^ long 
brought heavy showers of sleet and rain. His road 
lay from Tetford to Louth, a distance of nine miles across 
the Wolds ; and must be actually travelled in order to 
know what such a journey means in bad weather. 
In the best season of the year to drive up and down 
the long steep hills, which the road traverses, is all 
but impracticable ; and with deep snow upon the 
ground, long distances must of necessity be passed 
over oil foot. At Louth he took the carrier's cart 
on to Gk)ulceby, seven miles farther, a journey of 
three hours, during which the winter's storm grew 
worse and worse. Such a conveyance on such a day 
affords but small comfort. A tilt overhead, open in front, 
and a curtain behind ; the passengers have no want 
of ventilation ; but the " peasant preacher" knew how 
to rough it, and make the best of such matters with- 
out much personal annoyance. The cart was crowded 
with country people returning from market ; bags and 
baskets filling almost every inch of intervening space ; 
but Charles was familiar with such things, and the 
hours were not tedious to him. Glad of an oppor- 
tunity to do good, his wont was under such circum- 
stances, to speak a word for God, and kindly converse 
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irith those around bim upon such topics as were likely 

lead them to love religion, and identify themselves 
rith. it. He gave himself no airs of superiority ; was 
Xeasant and agreeable to every one, and generally left 
upressions upon those who were thus casually thrown 

1 his way, which prepared them to receive greater 
ood from his preaching at the joumey^s end. Where- 
ver he travelled in Lincolnshire he was well known ; 
lany a time he was obliged to ride in these car- 
ters' carts ; and not a few of those who rode with him 
i\t it to be a privilege so to do, and talked of it with 
ratification in their families afterwards. On Sunday 
he 8th of January he preached at Goulceby and had 
he happiness to see several persons in deep distress 
f soul ; and '^ three, stout men,'' placed like little 
hildren at the feet of the Saviour, testifying " that 
e has power on earth to forgive sina" The foUow- 
ig week he spent in labouring at South Willinghara, 
Lclstren, and Grainthorpe , and at the end of the 
reek wrote home, saying : " We have had a pretty 
ood week, about fourteen souls have been saved." 
[e then proceeded to the Grimsby circuit, to assist 
le ministers in holding missionary-meetings, and after- 
wards went forwards into Lancashire^and Cheshire, and 
sported his labours thus : — 

''Narley, (Northidch) Feb, U«A, 1854. — I spent 
ist week at Hyde and Droylsden. The work at Staley- 
ridge and all around is still going on ; they have been 
oing well ever since I was there the back end of last 
ear. At Droylsden on Friday night eight persons 
ave their hearts to God, and found salvation through 
the crucified.' Norley is a small village, and the 
lefonners led the Society all away ; only two or three 
lembers were left ; but they have got up to twenty 
gain, and have a nioe little Sunday-school. I made 
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tbdir collections on Sunday, and we got £23 ; at night 
there were twenty sinners seeking salvation. Last 
night there w^e several more, and the friends are 
very much encouraged. I am to preach at Acton 
to-night, on Wednesday and Thursday at Northwich, 
and at Winsford on Sunday. I have np doubt that 
many souls will be saved ; the people are looking for 
it, and God is with us ; that is the best of all. If 
there were no souls saved, J should soon be at home ; 
nothing should keep me so much from home but 
doing the Lord's work of preaching the Gospel and 
saving souls." 

« WifK/ord, Feb. 20th, 1854— Praise the Lord I I 
preached twice at Northwich j about ten souls were 
saved the second night, and four the first. Yesterday 
we had pretty good congregations and collections for 
the Day-school, containing ninety children ; only one 
person professed to find the Lord, but many were cut 
to the heart under the word, and I expect them again 
to-night, and hope they will get saved before I leave 
them. We have a home missionary-meeting at North- 
wich to-morrow, and I preach there on Thursday, and 
then go on to Chesterfield. I am sorry to be so long 
from home, but this is a* very successful round ; souls 
are saved in every place ; and I have got so entangled 
with promises to help> that I cannot get &way. If I 
give them half a promise, or say I will serve them 
if I can, they make it out that I am pledged and 
bound to go, so I mult be more careful in time to 
come." 

" Brampton^ Februa/ry 27th. — The last night I 
preached in Northwich there was a blessed breaking- 
down among the people ; ten persons professed to 
obtain the mercy of God. There has been a great deal 
of good done all around in the circuit, and it is still 
going on. In one place where I was, when the service 
was over, an old lady came up to me and said, < Of all 
the men I ever saw, I never faced a man like you.' 
The word of God had taken hold of her heart. We 
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lad a gracious feeling in the chapel in this place 
euterday, and one of the best love-feasts I have 
ittended for a long time ; yet not one soul wad saved 
hat I know of; but I have no doubt there will be 
jood done before the week is out" 

" Brampton^ March 3rd,-^I have been preaching 
lore all the week, and a good influence has attended 
ihe word ; but only three persons were sav^d before 
ast night, when we felt a glorious sense of the presence 
md power of God in the midst. Many were seeking 
ialvation, and six penitents were enabled to lay hold 
ipon the Saviour, and found ' peace with Qod.' Sin- 
lers here are very haixl. Beform has made sad work 
n prejudicing the minds of the people against us ; but 
we shall conquer : the work of Qod will revive again. 
The leaders wish me to sign a document to bind my- 
lelf to come another year if I am spai'ed. I am going 
;o Sheffield to-morrow : Mr. Sugden wishes me to spend 
h fortnight there." 

^^Thorncliffe, (Sheffidd) Mwrch %th — I am now 
staying at Mr. Newton's, one of the proprietors of the 
large iron works at this place. The Lord was with us 
3n Sunday, there were two sinners brought into the 
enjoyment of salvation ] on Monday, six ; last night, 
seven ; and I have no doubt there will be many more 
before the week is out. Last night there were ten 
Qne young men under deep convictions, and we hskve 
Bvery prospect of a blessed work. The resident in- 
habitants are not very numerous, and yet a great 
raany people are employed in coal mines and iron works. 
Mr. Newton says they have between five and six hun- 
dred hands." 

** Ucdeajieldf Mwrch \Zth. — Last week we had an 
extraordinary stir at Thoracliffe. On the Thursday 
and Faday evenings, the chapel was crowded, and 
many souls were saved. Mr. Sugden took down the 
names of those who professed to obtain salvation, and 
on Saturday he told me that he had more than fifty. 
One whole family was saved — a man and his wife and 
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their three children. In another &mily there were 
four wicked young men ; three of them have been 
deeply awakened, and have found * the pearl of great 
price/ and become completely decided ; and the other 
brother is under concern for his souL A single man 
about thirty years of age, who lives with his mother, 
was greatly blessed on Friday night, and went home 
and told her what the Lord had done for his soul, 
and she was so affected while he was telling her, that 
she fell down upon her knees and began to pray. 
When he went to bed, he lay praising God until two 
o'clock in the morning. Another man who had been 
brought in during the week, spoke at the band-meet- 
ing, and said he used to go home drunk, break the 
chairs, smash the pots, kick the children, beat hia wife ; 
so that his whole family was often terrified at him, and 
his house was like a hell upon earth. ' But now,' he 
said, ' when I go home, what achange there is already; 
my wife greets me with smiles ; the children come 
running out of doors to meet me ; we sing hymns 
together ; and my home is like a little heaven.' We 
had a love -feast in this place yesterday ; and many of 
the Thomcliffe people were here, as it is not £&r off. 
Several of the young men who have got good spoke 
their experience ; some of them had been companions 
in sin ; and whOe speaking of the change which God 
had wrought in them, one siler another they burst into 
tears, until they could proceed no further ; and it was 
most affecting and delightful to see them. One of the 
four sons in the same family I mentioned, said their 
father was a pious man, and had been dead some years ; 
but that their conduct had been so bad that it would 
have broken his heart if he had lived to see it. Last 
Thursday I preached to the men in the iron works j 
nearly five hundred were present, all rough and grimy. 
Many or them never attend any place of worship. A 
man who spoke in the love-feast said some of them felt 
very much while I preached to them, and had said 
they would go ten miles to hear another sermon liks 
that." 
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He preached at Ecclesfield on the Sunday, and four 
jhts during the following week. A happy impres- 
»n was made upon the Society in that place, and the 
at of consequences continued to show themselves 
ig afterwards. In a great number of instances, in 
rious parts of the kingdom, his visits were the means 

introducing seasons of religious prosperity and 
fcivity, which continued long after his departure; 
d the amount of good directly accomplished by his 
3trumentality was but a portion of the aggregate 
inefit which resulted from his labours. The following 
iter was addressed to him by a respectable member 

the Ecclesfield society, two or three weeks after he 
Ft the place, and must have been most gratifying; and 
[ght to stimulate and encourage all who labour in the 
neyard of the Lord : — 

^^Ecdeafield^ Mcur.2^th^ 1854. — ^At the earnest request 
my Ecclesfield friends, I address these lines to you 
specting the good work which is still going on here ; 
id I do so with great pleasure. Blessed be the name 
the Lord ! The fire is still brightly burning, and is 
aching many hearts. May it bum up all the dry 
ubble of sin. I know it will rejoice your heart when 
tell you, that precious souls have been saved almost 
lily ever since you were here, such as I hope, will 
loome ^ pillars in the temple of €k)d, and go no more 
it for ever.' The Lord has been doing wonderful 
ings in the Sabbath-school amongst the senior 
holars. On the 19th instant, we held a prayer- 
eeting in the school in the afternoon^ and a precious 
ne it was. Numbers were in deep distress of soul, 
eking the Lord with all their hearts ; and before we 
ncluded, many were enabled to rejoice in a sin-par- 
>ning God. Before breaking up, some of the teachers 
quested those who had obtained confidence in Christ 
> hold up their hands, and no less a number than 
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twenty Qve were raised. It was a day never to be for- 
gotten by many. We held a band-meeting a few nights 
ago ; and many hearts were melted ; several mourners 
were healed by the great and good Physician ; and 
some of them after finding pardon, could scarcely con- 
tain themselves for joy. Towards the conclusion of 
one of the prayer-me^tings, ayouth crept into the vestry 
and fell down upon his knees, close by where I was 
standing, and began with great earnestness to groan the 
sinners only plea, ' God be metxjiful to me.* I directed 
him as Well as I could to the Lamb of Gk)d ; and after 
some time he was enabled, together with another young 
pei-son near him, ' to lay hold upon the hope set before 
U8 ' in the Gospel. They both arose from their \nees 
exceedingly happy. Strange to say, this youth had 
been at the gambling-table not more than two hours 
before he came to the meeting. Mr. Punshon preached 
a very appropriate sermon here last Sunday morning ; 
the subject was, * A broken and a contrite heart ;' and 
it produced very good effects. He conducted a band- 
meetiug in the afternoon, and was delighted with hear- 
ing so many young converts relate what God had done 
for their souls. We had a large attendance at the 
prayer-meeting last night, and three or four more 
stepped into * the glorious liberty of the children of 
God' One new class has been formed, and Mr. W. 
Roberts n;Lade the leader of it ; another is to be com 
menced this week ; the old classes have also been aug- 
mented ; so that we have abundant encouragement, 
and pray that this blessed work may still go on. All 
the friends love you, and pray that your life may be 
long spared and your labours blessed wherever you go." 
^Hythe, April 2Sth, 1854. — I am very well, and thank 
the Lord we have had great good done at Elham, 
where I was last year. There were twenty saved at 
that time, and they all stand fast, and were glad to see 
me again. Last Monday night seven were made 
happy ; on Tuesday night seven more were added to 
the Lord ; and on Wednesday, which was the fast-day, 
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3 had from six to seven hundred people in the chapel, 
id thirty made profession of findinjj; the Saviour. We 
ere crowded out-and-out, and had the < Master ' in 
le midst, with great power to wound and to heal. Last 
ght I preached here, and they counted twenty who 
►ught and found their Way to the Saviour before we 
fb the chapel. Praise the Lord ! I have heard from 
unbridge Wells, where I was last week, and they are 
nng on weH. At Elham there was a young woman 
bout nineteen years of age, who found the mercy of 
od and was saved one night ; she is out at service, 
lU when she was made happy she began to think of 
er parents, who reside six miles off. She asked her 
listress for permission to go home and tell thera how 
appy the Lord had made her. She went ; and the day 
fter brought her mother back with her to attend the 
leeting that evening. When I had finished preaching, 
man came and told me that the mother was in great 
^ncern about her soul ; so I went to her and prayed 
dth her^ and before we left she was made as happy as 
er daughter. It was an interesting sight to see the poor 
^oman wrestling and pleading with God for salvation, 
nd the young girl at her side, weeping and praying ; 
nd when the mother was able to lay hold upon Christ, 
h ! how they did rejoice together." 

" TeTUerden, May 5th. — I have been preaching 
wice a day, and making collections, and flitting about 
rom place to place all the week. When' I am done 
•reaching to-day, I shall have preached twelve times 
his week. We have a few souls saved ; so that the 
jord sets to his seal in most places I visit Last week 
n the Dover circuit, not fewer than sfocty people were 
)rought * out of darkness ' into Gospel light and liberty. 
Pliank God I am well and happy in His work. I go 
rom here to Nottingham, then to Tipton, and hope to 
jet there on the 24th of this month." 

" Ashton-under-Lj/ne, JvXy %\%L — I have again 
leen a great deal of good done in this country. I 
^reached on Sunday and the past four nights ; and I 
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suppose forty people found the peace and joy of believ- 
ing in Christ, and are added to his church. The 
friends say they never had such a glorious time as 
they had last Sunday night since the chapel was built. 
If all is well, I shall be home in about three weeks ; 
and shall be glad when the time comes." 

" Worksop, Sept. %th, 1854. — I»am very much pleased 
with the Society in this place ^ they are a lively, loving, 
hearty, working people. The leaders and local preachers 
exert themselves very much to promote the work of 
God, and we have had encouragement all the week. 
It is a busy time ; the people are at work in the bar- 
vest fields ; but we have had capital congregations, and 
many sinners have been brought in. La^ night we 
had about twelve penitents at the altar rail, and most 
of them found peace. I have been going about from 
house to house through the day, all the week, and 
have seldom got to bed till twelve o'clock at night." 

*^ Staleybridge, Sept I2th. — Laat year when I was 
here we had about fifty converted to God; and 
I am thankful to say most of them stand &st : yet I 
am not so much pleased this visit. Many of the class 
leaders and local preachers are cold and spiritless. The 
infidel Joseph Barker was lecturing here on Sunday 
afternoon, and singing Yankee songs to the people, and 
I am told crowds went after him ; and last night again, 
though they paid twopence each to go in. They are 
soon led away in these parts. But we had a good day, 
and got nearly £24 for the school. " One poor sinner 
last night found the great salvation." 

" Finedoriy Oct 30th, — I spent Friday with Mr, 
Longstafie of Whaplode Drove. He is very ill, and 
must soon die ; but he is veiy happy in God, and re- 
joicing in the prospect of heaven. He could hardly 
let me go ; and held my hand and kissed it again and 
again, and blessed God, and the day that ever he saw 
me. We parted at length never to meet again in this 
world. It is eight years since I was in this place ; and 
yesterday the people crowded the chapel until there 
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as not room for another. We are to have two mis- 
>nai7-ineetings, and some chapel- anniversaries this 
eek, so that I shall be hard worked, and I have got a 
Id hanging upon me." 

''BroomkUl (WUheach) Nov. XOth.^l have just 
rived here at Miss Harrison's. I have preached ten 
ones this week in the Wisbeach circuit, and they 
tinted me to preach in the town to-night ; but I told 
em I thought I had done plenty of work for one 
9ek, and came on here to rest ; but no sooner had I 
»t in, than some* of the people came to beg that I 
3uld oblige them, and go to a missionary-meeting 
ree or four miles distant and assist to hold it ; so if 
run away from one place, they catch me at another, 
suppose I must go. I was opening a new chapel 
Nrterday at Emneth ; and while I was preaching in 
le afternoon on the ^ Prodigal son,' there was a power- 
1 influence working amongst the congregation, and 
poor woman, who has two sons in the Russian war, 
as so affected that she cried out aloud ; and almost 
1 the people in the chapel seemed overcome with the 
.me feeling, so that at one time I thought I should 
ive to give over preaching. We had a large congre- 
btion at the tea-meeting, and at night : it was a pre- 
ous day altogether. At Long Sutton, we had better 
tngregations than they have had since the division* 
Thile I was preaching a woman fell right down on the 
)or, overpowered with strong feelings, and could not 
)t up again until the Lord pardoned her sins. A 
*eat many others were very much wrought upon. I 
mnot go to Scamblesby. I hope to come home next 
iturday, but the week after I must go to Burslem. 
/'ell, praise the Lord for all his mercies ! I am very 
ell after my week's laboura I gave my portrait to a 
iend here, who said it was not so good as it ought to 
3. I said, * Ah ! then, I suppose you like the sub- 
ance better than the shadow ! ' " 
^ Manchester^ Bee. ith. — We had a blessed out- 
curing of the Spirit at Burslem. Last Thursday 
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night abont thirty people were brought to (xody wanhed 
from their sins, and justified through Mth in Christ 
Jesus. There were more than fifiy saved daring 
the week. On Wednesday night a man came to 
hear me, who is said to have been one of the vilest 
in the town* As I was speaking about fomilj reli- 
gion, and the duty of parents towards their children, 
and showing what a carse a wicked father or mother 
is to their offspring, I said, ' Man ! woman ! if yon 
are determined to go to hell yourself, have mercy 
and compassion upon the poor children ! Do not 
drag your children into hell with you ! ' And the 
word was applied by the Spirit to his heart ; he buret 
eut into t^rs, and bowed down in the seat where he 
sat the rest of the night. The people about him talked 
to him, but he seemed overwhelmed with wretchedness, 
and as if he could not move. He came to chapel again 
the following evening ; for one of his brothers is a good 
and zealous man, and he brought him. He was pointed 
out to me after preaching, and I was going to the pew 
to speak to him, just as he came out to go up to the 
penitent bench, where he fell upon his knees, weeping 
and crying aloud for mercy. Many others followed 
him, and as I said, we had about thirty saved that night, 
and this poor man was one of the number. I preached 
yesterday in Gravel Lane Chapel for the Tract Society, 
and got £13 ; and a regular sweeping influence seemed 
to go through the congregation : there were many weep- 
ing eyes and broken hearts. About twenty men and 
women, weeping and struggling hard, got in at the 
* strait gate.' We are expecting some blessed times 
this week. I am stopping at Mr. Wroe's, and am 
answering many letters this morning, and clefaring off 
arrears with my correspondents, for I expect I shall 
be very busy all the time I am here. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones inquired kindly after you all, and Mr. Kiggall, 
&o. They say they spent three happy years in the 
Horn castle circuit. He told me on Saturday night that 
if I did not preach them a good sermon on Sunday 
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morning he would scold me. But when I was in the 
pulpit, and in the midst of the service^ I saw him crying 
like a child, and the big tears running down his face. 
I then thought, ah ! I shall escape my scolding." 

" Mamxiheater, Dec, ^th, — This is my first visit to this 
city, and it has been very successful. By many it will 
never be forgotten. I leave to-morrow by train for 
Bridlington. How many souls have been brought to 
God, I do not know. We have had excellent congre- 
gations, and every night between twenty and thirty 
penitents seeking salvation ; many of them were very 
interesting cases ; many have been bom again. I 
continued with them till about ten o'clock each night \ 
but they remained to pray after I came away. The 
best time of all was last night ; a good number were 
clearly brought into liberty, and found peace with 
God." 

'' He 'stablishes the strong, restores the weak, 
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart ; 
And, arm'd himself in panoply complete 
Of heavenly temper, furnishes with arms 
Bright as his own, and trains, by every role 
Of holy discipline, to glorious war, 
The sacramental host of God's elect ! 
Are all such teachers? — would to Heaven all were !**—C<wp«r. 




CHAPTER XIII. 

'' I am a creature of a day, passing through life as an arrow 
through the air. I am a spirit come from God, and returning to 
God : just hovering over the great gulph, till, a few moments hence 
I am no more seen. I drop into an unchangeable eternity ! I want 
to know one thing— the way to heaven : how to land safe on that 
happy shore. (Jod himself has condescended to teach the way. 
For this very end he came from heaven. He hath written it down 
in a book. O give me that book ! At any price, give me the book 
of God'! I have it: here is knowledge enough for me." — Johtt 
Wesley, 

*' You have nothing to do but to save soiils. Therefore, spend 
and be spent in this work. And go always not only to those who 
want you, but toUiose who want you moest.'* ^ Idem. 

Mr. Kighardson lived and laboured more and more 
under the influence of such convictions and directions 
as the above quotations express. As he advanced in life 
his love for souls was undiminished, and in seeking the 
salvation of sinners " he turned neither to the right 
hand nor the left/' This was the great end and object 
of his life, next to his own pei-sonal salvation. He 
never tired in pursuing it ; he never thought he had 
done enough to secure it. The spoils of his past war- 
fare did not satiate his zeal, but only served to arouse 
him for further aggressions upon the great enemy of 
mankind. 

Iq the ftitintli of January, 1856, he visited the 
Sheffield and D^^d caster circuits, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to Burt* in- upon- Trent His old friend, the 
Rev. James Wilson, had settled there as a supemume- 
TAty minister^ and lie, together with the preachers upon 
the eii-cuit^ had often urged him to preach in behalf of 
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the Burton chapel. He did so on Sunday, the 14th, 
and wrote home as follows : — 

" Burton-tipon-Trentf Ja/n. 1 5th,lS55. — The Lord was 
with us and we had a blessed night at Thorncliffe on 
Friday ; they had only t^ days' notice of my coming, 
but we had about three hundred people present, and 
eight penitents seeking the 'one thing needful.' 1 
preached here twice yesterday, and had very happy 
times. The chapel was crowded, and such a softening 
influence amongst the people as I have not often seen ; 
they were exceedingly attentive, and the word seemed 
to go home to their hearts ; about twelve persons were 
saved. A mother and two daughters came up to the 
penitent rail together ; the mother kneeled down 
between them, and they were all three crying for mercy 
it the same time, and all found it, and went home 
rejoicing. There were three as fine young men as ever 
were seen, brought to the feet of Jesus, with broken 
}outrite hearts, and they professed to find pardon 
Defore we broke up. Many others were under deep 
jonvictions." 

Mr. Bichardson preached four nights during the 
(ucceeding week, and had many more seals to his 
ninistry in Burton. He visited the place again the 
lext year, and found most of them " standing stedfast 
n their hearts," and in the way to heaven. A few 
^ears afterwards he received the following from an 
anonymous correspondent : — 

" Dear and much respected Sir, — Some years ago, 
vhen you were preaching in Burton-upon-Trent, four 
kbbath-sohool teachers were gi*eatly blessed, and were 
inabled to testify *that the blood of Jesus Christ 
ileanseth from all sin.' They all obtained the blessing 
v^hilst you were singing that beautiful hymn, * Heaven's 
ay Home.' Three of them retained the blessing to 
heir dying moments, and about two years since passed 
,way to the skies : two by consumption, the other by 
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ftmall pox. The oldest of them was six-and-twentj, 
and the writer of this note was one of the four ; but, 
to my sorrow and shame, I have to say I have not 
retained my confidence. It has been impressed upon 
my mind that I ought to inform you of the good which 
was done, as I thought you would like to know. May 
I b^ an interest in your prayers, that I may soon be 
restored, and be the witness of a full salvation 
again.'' 

The veteran preacher laboured at Burton beyond his 
strength : the weather was severe at the time, and he 
complained at the end of the week of excessive fatigue. 
He went from thence to Laceby to take up several 
engagements in the Grimsby circuit, but caught a 
severe cold on the road ; and when the following 
Sunday morning dawned he was unable to leave his 
bed ; and was there detained a prisoner of the Lord 
once more, for a whole fortnight. He was expected to 
preach the annual missionaiy-sermons at Humberstone 
on that day — ^the 21st of January — as he had done for 
several years previously. A large bam had been fitted 
up for the accommodation of the crowds of people who 
were expected ; the Rev. Dr. Beaumont was engaged 
to preach in the same place, and assist at the public 
meeting on the following Tuesday, and many were 
looking forward with great interest to the occasion* 
But all these arrangements were overturned by the 
providence of God. For on the same Sunday morning 
which found Mr. Bichardson so unexpectedly a prisoner 
in bed, the noble-minded and eloquent Dr. Beaumont 
was suddenly called to his eternal reward. At halt- 
past ten o'clock he took his place in the pulpit of 
Waltham Street chapel, Hull, apparently in his usual 
health, in the ])resence of a large congregation ; and 
commenced public worship by giving out with hia 
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wonted emphasis and impress! veness, the beautiful lines 
of the 316th hymn :— 

** Thee, while the first Archangel edngs. 
He hides his face behind his wings." 

And just as the words were passing from his lips, fell 
back upon the pulpit-seat, and shortly afterwards ex- 
pired ! Humberstone held its missionary-anniversary 
that year in sackcloth ; but the excellent people con- 
nected with the Wesleyan Society in that village did 
not permit the collections to suffer any damage. The 
proceeds of that anniversary were more than had ever 
been raised before I* and amounted altogether to the 
noble sum of £50 I 

At Laceby Manor House, where Mr. Richardson 
was a visitor, he was taken good care of, nor was he 
allowed to depart until quite fit for the journey home. 
Dnce more at Tetford however, he was obliged to re- 
main there for nearly two months ; his chest was very 
much affected ; his illness having l«ft a bad cough and 
jreat difficulty in breathing. At one period it was 
:;onsidered doubtful whether he would ever be restored 
K> far as to resume his labours. But when the severe 
weather of the winter had passed away, he rallied with 
surprising rapidity, and on the 13th of April was again 
Lipon the wheels, starting for another tour in Kent. . 
3n the following Tuesday he wrote home thus : — 

* The entire population of the Parish of Humberstone, in J851, 
vas only 259 ; so that the sum raised at the anniversary of 1855, 
•or the Wesleyan Foreign Missionary Society, was nearly four 
(hillings per head I Similar amounts are raised in other localities 
in the same neighbourhood. In the almost adjoining parishes of 
Eiatoliffe and Beelsby, the united population of which, the same 
^ear, was only 823, the sum contributed at the missionaiy-anni- 
/ersary was £61, averaging very nearly four shillings for each 
>erson, great and small ! ! 
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she would be better for a month or six weeks after J 
went away ; but she says now, my prayers have done 
her good ever since. When she seems likely to get 
into her old way, he says — • Now remember Brother 
Eichardson's prayer ; ' and ' Kemember Mrs. Bichard- 
Bon does not scold when he goes out to preach ; ' 
and then she is silent We have a few souls brought 
to €rod in this place also. Last week was a wonder- 
fully happy time at Batcliffe Bridge. I do not know 
how many professed to find salvation, but there were 
several each night, and nine last Friday. I am not 
often at home with you to join in prayer, but I never 
forget to pray for you and the children : praying for 
every one of you * with all prayer and supplication in 
the spirit,' that God may be your Comforter and Saviour 
for ever." 

At Ferry he preached for the day-schools on the 
19th of August, and was cheered with the usual results 
— ^good collections and souls saved. The people were 
very busy getting in the harvest, the weather being 
fickle ; he therefore took a day to visit Epworth, and 
gratified himself with a sight of the places so very 
interesting to the followers of John Wesley. He stood 
upon the tombstone from which the modem apostle 
preached his father's funeral sermon, when forbidden 
the use of the church. And as he stood upon that 
memorable spot, he exulted in the thought that Grod 
had permitted him to go up and down the land, tread- 
ing in the footsteps of the illustrious dead, and with 
them to sing : — 

" In a rapture of joy my life I employ. 
The God of my life to proclaim ; 
*Ti8 worth living for this, to administer bliss 
And salvation in Jesus's name." 

His engagements led him next into Derbyshire, to 
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tttingbaiu, and otlier places, from whence he reported 
follows: — 

'^Nottingham, September 20th, 1855. — We had happy 
les at Brampton ; a good number were converted, 
1 several of the singers were amongst the number 

gave their hearts to God. I preached at Ashover 
t Sunday and the two next days. On Sunday night 
)re were twenty people under deep convictions for 
, and several of them were saved. I came here 
iterday and attended a tea-meeting with speeches 
er it in the evening : we had a prayer-meeting also, at 
ich two penitents found the mercy of the Lord, 
u will see from the circular I send what I have yet 
do ; and I expect before I leave the people of Not- 
^ham this time, we shall hear ^ the shout of a King 
ong them.' " 

* Manchester, Nov, \2th. — I am happy to say I 
very well. We had a glorious day yesterday. 

ivel-lane chapel is one of the oldest in Manchester ; 
lis rather larger than Homcastla We got £15 for 
Tract Society; and better than that, a good col- 
;ion of poor sinners for Christ. There were between 
mty and thirty penitents at the communion-rail, 

1 most of them went home comforted and praising 
i. I concluded at nine o'clock, but many of the 
nds adjourned to the vestry, and began another 
yer-meeting : how long they continued I don't know* 
'as at the band-meeting on Saturday night ; several 
ng people spoke who got the blessing of pardon 
3n I was here last year. Mr. Harrison says many 
those who got good at that time hold on their 

• DoTicaater, Bee. 3rd. — I arrived here about half- 
t three o'clock on Saturday, and am staying 
h Mr. Marsden. The preachers came in to see me 
aight, and gave me a hearty welcome. The chapel 
I seat about fifteen hundred, and we had it as full 
it could contain on Sunday night. It was a most 
K)sing and respectable congregation. We had the 
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mayor of the town and liis lady, two or three of the 
town councillors, and several of the most important 
people of the place. Thank God ! I had my usual 
liberty ; and at the close about eight persons testified 
to the goodness and grace of God in adopting them 
into his family." 

" Bonccutery Dec. Sth^ 1855. — During the week -we 
have had scores of sinners crying for mercy, and laying 
hold of salvation. It has been a fine illustration of 
the passage : * the kingdom of heaven suffereth -vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by force.' I cannot give 
you the number of those who have been saved ; but 
nearly every night we have had not less than twenty- 
penitents seeking mercy at a time. The people say 
they have seldom seen such congregations. The chapel- 
keeper says there were two thousand people last Sun- 
day night, and that they have never had such a crowd 
since Mr. William Dawson preached. Amongst the 
penitents there was a young woman from New Leake, 
whom you know ; and several Lincolnshire people 
from different parts." 

" TickhiU, Dec. I3th — ^We have had an extraor- 
dinary work at Doncaster. Some one inserted a piece 
in the newspaper about me ; but they said a great deal 
more than they ought ; they do not know me as I know 
myself I hope the blessed work which has begun will 
continue ; the people say they have not had the like for 
many years. A farmer came to Doncaster several 
times last week to hear me and got his soul greatly 
blessed ; he now wants me to go to his house and assist 
in holding the missionary-meeting in the place where 
he lives, and says he will give £5 to the missions, and 
£5 to the poor of the parish as a thank-offering to the 
Lord ; so he is coming to fetch me to-morrow morning, 
and we hold the meeting at Bentley in the evening." 

The following is a copy of the " piece" which ap- 
peared in the " Doncaster Gazette," Dec. 8th, 1855 ; 
and supplies a fair representation of the impressions 
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)h his public labours produced at this period of 
life, and of the manner in which he was regarded, 
ide Wesleyan circles : — " During the present week, 
ies of religious services have been held in Priory 
8 chapel, in this town, conducted by Mr. Charles 
ardson. The opening service commenced on 
lay morning last, when he preached to a large 
attentive congregation in his usual powerful and 
bive manner ; so much so that the attendance in 
vening was immense, there being not less than 
thousand persons present. The chapel was filled 
^erflowing, and for one hour and a quarter he 
bed the atteivtion of his hearers with an almost 
hless interest. On Monday another large con- 
.tion assembled. Mr. Hichardson selected for the 
of his discourse Acts xvL 25 to 32, from which 
axle a most convincing appeal as to the necessity 
iding a holy and virtuous life ; and depicted, with 
. originality of thought and expression, Paul's 
sonment, the earthquake, the conversion of the 
tr, and the glorious example to sinners given in 
rords of his text Mr. Richardson is evidently 
1 of no mean order ; and though we believe, self- 
ted, or wnilst following his humble avocation as 
asher in Lincolnshire, and listening to the great 
3 of the Gospel as enforced by his parent, he poa- 
a mind and capabilities of the first-lass. His 
ic pictures of human life, related with such sim- 
y and artlessness, and his thorough knowledge 
3 ups and downs of mankind, their foibles and 
7S, show that his deep penetration and remark- 
quickness .have not been misapplied. His apt 
^atioDH remind the hearer of the celebrated 
aim Dawson. It is true that he has not liis 
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brilliancy of language; but he possesses in a -won^ 
derful degree the same gift of forcible expression^ 
which rendered his name so distinguished amongst 
the Wesleyan community. Services were held on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings, and 
attended by crowded congregations. Prayer-meet- 
ings were held at the close of each, and from what 
we can hear, there is every reason to believe that 
the visit of Mr. Kichardson has been eminently suc- 
cessfuL" 

His next place was Burslem, which he visited for 
the second time this year, and from whence he con- 
tinued his report of the previous and the following 
week : — 

" Bwrslem, Dee, \lih^ 1855. — Yesterday I preached 
for the chapel, twice, and we had good collections. 
In the evening a few precious souls tasted for the first 
time the peace and joy of salvation. We had a glo- 
rious week at Tickhill. There is a gentleman who 
keeps a boarding-school in that place connected with 
our congregation ; and several of the young people 
under his care attended the chapel during the week, 
and, I hope, were soundly converted to God. A young 
man one of the assistants, was present on Tuesday 
night, and was deeply wrought upon ; He came up to 
the communion-rail as a penitent seeker along with 
several others, apd as humbly as any of them, for three 
nights in succession, before he obtained a sense of par- 
don. Several of the young lads in the school came 
with him, and appeared to be thoroughly stirred up to 
seek the Lord. Two of the servant girls were present 
on Wednesday night ; and one of them was saved, and 
went away very happy. When they got home a pious 
young lady who was acting as mistress, thought she 
would have prayer with that part of the family which 
was in the house, that the boys might go to bed ; and 
Awhile they were upon their knees, the other servant 
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' had been at the chapel, began to weep and cry aloud 
;he distress of her mind ; a feeling after God spread 
ugh the whole company, and the hoyn and all of 
a began weeping and praying together. Just at 
time the gentleman himself got home, and finding 
1 in such a state, he had at once to go down upon 
mees and plead with God for them all ; nor could 
break up until they had remained in prayer for . 
isiderable time. The last night I was at Tickhill 
tad a very large congregation, and a most blessed 
Old and young were saved. Another of Mr. 
)er's servants, a Scotch girl, was in great distress ; 
iras at the altar-rail, sobbing and saying in her own 
ct, *0, dinna gang awa*, stoip a bit langer we us !* 
' girl ; she found the Lord to have mercy upon her. 
1 what I hear there has not been such a week in 
>lace for many years. When I forget to say that 
very well, you must not suppose that I am ill. At 
nt I am very well : you understand that ; and I 
ery happy too, and very thankful to my heavenly 
er for all His mercies. The Lord is indeed 
me ; T have not had one barren time since I left 
, souls have been saved nearly every day. Praise 
Lord!" 

^v/rslem, Dec. 2\8t — The weather is very severe, 
cold biting wind and frost have kept many 
the chapel. But, thank God, we have had 
il conversions. I have had a potter in to see me 
loming who got good to his soul, and has brought 
jent of a very nice tea-pot and pitcher with metal 
I have no place to put them in but my carpet 
nd whether I shall get them home safe I don't 

has been already stated, Mr. Kichardson made it 
) to spend Christmas at home with his family ; 
mded by those whom he loved most dearly at such 
>n of the year, his heart arose with gratitude to the 
of all good ; his wife and children anticipated tlie 
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re-union with the greatest pleasure, and it was a sad 
disappointment when he was not with- them. This 
year however, he yielded to the solicitations of the 
ministers of the Bingham circuit, and consented to 
preach for the Sunday-schools at East Bridgeford, on 
Sunday, the 23rd December, and attend a public meet- 
ing on the 26th. Afber fulfilling these engagements lie 
wrote home, saying : — 

" Worksopy Dec. 28th, 1855. — My mind was with you 
on Christmas-day. I thought and prayed much about 
you all, and hope you had a good lovefeast at Tetford, 
and a happy day. We succeeded well for the schools 
at East Bridgeford, they got £31. Three penitents 
found peace on Sunday, and some others on Monday. 
I came here yesterday, and preached at night with 
great comfort to myself, and I hope with some profit to 
the people. One old man sixty-five years of age was 
saved, and there is a good prospect of many more being 
brought to God before I leave. I am to stay here over 
Sunday and Monday, and shall start on Tuesday morn- 
ing by train and get to Homcastle in time for the love- 
feast in the afternoon, and hope to reach home late the 
same night. There are some famous praying-men in 
Worksop ; they are giants in prayer ; it is a long time 
since I have met with such gifted men. The preachers 
are coming to dine with me, and I expect 1 shall be 
very busy all the time I am here, so I will not write 
again. So dear Mrs. Coates, of Laceby, is dead I I 
have no doubt she is safely landed. Mr. Coates will 
feel very desolate and undone, yet he cannot sorrow 
without hope, and it will afford him great consolation 
to think that she is *for ever with the Lord.' She was 
a good and kind lady, and in her I have lost one of the 
best of friends." 

Mr. Richardson was not more than a day or two at 
home. Though now in his sixty-fifth year, he was at 
work in the Market-Basen circuit by the end of the 
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st week iu January. Binbrook, in that circuit, was 
e of the earliest scenes of his success ; many had been 
1 verted there by his instrumentality, but the Spciety 
i since been miserably torn by secession, and was in 
'ery depressed state at this time. Many of his con- 
•ts had been led away, yet he had reason to know 
it they still retained some affection for him, and he 
ited the place for the purpose of preaching the 
lual Sunday-school sermons, hoping again to " gather 
it unto eternal life," in a fiel^ which had formerly 
n 80 productive. Nor was he disappointed, The 
owing extracts will show how he went on there> 
. in other places : — . 

Binbrooky Jem, 10<A, 1856. — We have much oppo- 
)n. The Eeformers have built a large chapel, which 
opened on Christmas-day ; and as they heard I waB 
ing, they have continued to hold special services 
• since. But we are doing very well. On Monday 
had about a hundred and thirty people in the 
)el ; on Tuesday I could not count them ; last night 
chapel was three parts full. On Tuesday two per- 
found the peace of Gk)d : last night five were made 
}y. We have had the old influence in the chapel^ 
I have had great liberty in preaching. I am ex- 
ing a blessed time to night." 
Burton-upon-Trenty Jem, \ith, — I left Binbrook 
aturday, where we had a most gracious effusion of 
Eoly Spirit. On Friday night the chapel was well 
I, and during the week there were about twenty 
saved. The Reformers have been saying they 
d shut up the old chapel, when they got their new 
)pened. They seem to be beside themselves ; what 
think of, I don't know. However, the Lord is in 
tiidst of our people still. They are very much en- 
Lged, and want me to go again as soon as I can. 
d a cold journey on Saturday; the ground was 
ed with deep snow at Binbrook, but there is none 
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here. Testeida j was a beantifiil daj, aod we had good 
oongr^patioos. There were seven penitents knocknag 
with all their might at the door of mercy, and most of 
them were comforted." 

** Biddings^ Jan. 22nd^ 1856. — I am now in the midst 
of a bu^ population. Hereahonts are manj thousands 
of people employed in coal mines and iron works. Our 
Society has been almost mined. There were a thou- 
sand members in the circuit when Mr. Griffiths was 
expelled, and most of them went after him. I aui 
entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Walker, who stood their 
ground through all the trouble, and have had a great 
deal of persecution to endure ; but the Lord has stood 
by them, and they are now seeing better days. Sunday 
was a most encouraging and happy day. The chapel 
is much larger than Tetford, and it was filled with 
people, and with the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
There was a r^ular breaking down in the congrega- 
tion ; about twenty penitents laid siege to the throne 
of grace, and we rejoiced over them 'with joy and 
singing.' One person was enabled to lay hold 
upon the Saviour by faith, while I was preaching in 
the morning, and another at night. At the prayer- 
meeting a man and his wife, both of them young 
people, found peace with Gkxl. She had a sweet little 
baby in her arms all the time she was in great distress 
about her souL Another young man and his wife were 
both of them in an agony of soul, under deep convic- 
tions. She had a baby too, but the grandmother was 
close by, and nursed while the mother was upon her 
knees. They were all made happy, and went away 
praising the name of the Lord, and many others with 
them. Yesterday we had a tea-meeting. It rsdned 
and snowed all day, but we had a crowd' of people, who 
stayed to bear me preach. I am here again to-night 
and to-morrow, and on Thursday must be at Kipley." 

'^Boston, Feb. 23r(3?. — We have had some good 
times here. The largest week-night congregation 
assembled last night, that I ever saw in Boston^ 
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lero were thirty penitents seeking the Lord with 
I their might. I left them about half-past ten 
jluck, being worn out, but many friends remained 
,th them longer. Thank the Lord, I am very well 
is morning/' 

" Boston, Feb, 2^th. — ^We had amazing congregations 
sterday. They say there were two thousand two 
ndred people in the chapel at night. Seven poor 
inera were saved before we left. It was a most 
iutiful sight to see the mass of people assembled. I 
3h you had been here to have seen them, it would 
i^e done you good. Mr. and Mrs. Smyth are going 
th me to take tea with old Mrs. Swain. She is as 
Bly and blooming as ever, and stayed the prayer- 
eting last night till ten o'clock, very happy, and 
en exclaiming Hallelujah !" 

^ Leeds, Ma/rch ith, — I preached twice yesterday . 
St Peter's, a larger chapel than Boston, and it wa3 
r\y full. The singing was beautiful, but I was 
ow my work. I had to strain myself to fill the 
pel, my voice was so much out of order. Some 
d was done : two persons found peace, but I could 
do much in the prayer-meeting. Had I 
n well, I could have liked to have stayed a foi-t- 
bt. The cause of God is but low here ; they have 
only very ie^^ saved this last winter. It is the 
rterly-meeting to-day, and I am to dine with the 
:hren." 

HcUtunetle (Gumherlomd), Ma/rch 27th. — Yesterday 
Etvelled one hundred and fifty miles, and got to this 
e in time to preach in the evening, though my 
:^eness is not all gone. The chapel is about twice 
size of Tetford, but I had a small- congregation. 
had some good times in Leeds, but I was not in 
L working order : four or five were saved each 
it ; but had I been right well, and could have 
ed longer, I am persuaded wo should have seen 
ter good done. The people wiJl not come to the 
e of God without something to excite them ; but 
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when they have that, they flock in like bees to the 
hive." 

''EaltwisOe^ April 2nd^ 1856.— This seem a very 
dark, ignorant place. It is in the border-land, be- 
tween England and Scotland , bnt the Gospel is *• the 
power of Qod unto salvation to every one that 
believeth,' here, as elsewhere. Last Thursday there 
were ten persons seeking the Lord in great earnest- 
ness. On Sunday night the chapel was crowded, and 
we had twenty ' whose hearts the Lord had touched.' 
Last night was a good night, and I am full of hc^ 
that my coming to this &r-distant place will not be in 
vain." 

'' NerUkead^ April 7th. — I have just got here for a 
week's labour. The place appears to be at the end of 
the world, but the people say there are some others 
who live over the mountains. They are all lead 
miners. 1 cannot say anything about the state of the 
Society yet, except that they have a good chapel ; I 
hear they have been sadly rent with reform. I had a 
hard day yesterday, but my cold is nearly gone ; and 
through the mercy of Grod, I have gathei*ed fruit in 
Haltwistle, which I hope to find in heaven. We have 
had a good week there." 

^ Nentkead, April I2tk. — I have preached every 
night this week, but have seemed to make little im- 
pression. They appeared determined to stand it out 
as long as they could, and there was no giving way at 
all until last night, bnt then, there was a powerful 
influence at work in the chapel, and we had ten who 
were completely broken down. To myself I preached 
with greater ease than I have done since I took the 
cold I had at Leeds." 

^^ GarragiUy April I5th. — ^Well, we have had some 
glorious times at last. On Sunday night at Nent- 
head, great numbers could not get into the chapel, 
and an overwhelming influence was amongst the peo- 
ple ; there were very many seeking salvation with great 
earnestness ; and though still and tame enough before, 
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hey were then in danger of going to the opposite ex- 
reme. One very nice little old man was wonderfully 
xcited while his son was seeking the Loixl ; he was 
n great distress, and when he found peace, the father 
lughed and cried and shouted, till he seemed like a 
»ntic man. Another young man, who was clearly 
)t at liberty fell into the arms of his companion, with 
Mtrs and praise to God. Many were in tears, others 
ere singing, while some were praying, and I have 
ot seen so much excitement for a long time. I 
^n't know how many professed to find pardon. I 
ft them about ten o'clock, but the prayer-meeting 
as continued longer ; and when they left the chap^ 
any went to a private house, and continued singing 
id praying un^ midnight. On the next day they 
)ld a meeting for prayer at the dinner hour, and the 
bole town is stirred up. May the leaven which has 
igun to work, continue to ferment until the whole 
ace shall turn to the liord. I commenced here on 
onday night. Last night I was ^ binding up the 
res and gathering home the wheat,' and there was 
great impression produced. Four penitents came 
rward when I was done preaching, and I am per- • 
Elded we shall have a good work here. This place 
in a beautiful valley; the people work in the 
>untains, blasting the rocks to get lead. There are 
Long them many good, hearty, pious souls. I have 
b seen a drop of ale or spirits since I have been in 
)se parts, and don't want I sup every night upon 
igh oatmeal sweetened with treacle, and it suits mo 
11. The people are very kind." 
[n the month of July following, Mr. Richardson 
eived the gi-atifyiog intelligence, that the blessed 
rk which commenced during his visit to Cnmber- 
d still continued to make progress ; and after his 
tarture a considerable number of persons were added 
the Societies. At the June quarterly meeting of 
Alston circuit, the superintendent minister re- 
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ported an increase of one hundred and thirteen new 
members, and ninety-nine on trial ; and of the num- 
ber on trial fifty-six resided at Nenthead — the place 
where he preached four nights in succession without 
seeing a single oonversiony and was not a little dis- 
couraged in consequence. The following public 
notice of his labours appeared at the time in one 
of the local newspapers, and supplies another gratify- 
ing instance of the friendliness of the public press, 
to the cause of pure and earnest Christianity : — ^* The 
We^leyan Methodists of Nenthead and Garragill have 
recently been favoured with a lengthened visit from 
Mr. Charles Richardson, of Homcastle, popularly- 
known by the name of the Lincolnshire Thrasher ; 
a Wesleyan local preacher, whose labours in this 
locality have been signally owned of God ; so that 
through the Divine blessing, both the Church and the 
world have been greatly benefited by him. His cor- 
rect expositions of Divine truth ; his simple and 
beautiful illustrations ; his urgent entreaties addressed 
to sinners ; his alarming appeals to their consciences ; 
his holy zeal ; his solemn and pathetic eloquence — 
kindled occasionally into vehemence — all conspire to 
make him a startling, an attractive, and an edifying 
preacher. Crowded audiences attended every night 
to listen to him, and towards the close of his labours, 
chapel accommodation could not be afforded to hun- 
dreds, who were obliged to return to their homes 
greatly disappointed at being unable to gain admit- 
tance." 

Mr. Kichardson spent the last week of April rest- 
ing at home ; and on the 3rd of May set oif for the 
G-rantham circuit ; subsequently visiting Tipton, Not- 
tingham, and other placo.s ; and although his health 
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IS only iuJifferent ; he bravely struggled with his 
firraities. Writing to a friend about this time, he 
id : "I have been often very poorly ; when I have 
en well, I have preached myself ill ; and when I 
ve been ill, I have preached myself well again ; and 
have never stopped/* 

The following letter from the Rev. Thos. Owen 
3ysell, a man of kindred spirit, supplies a further illus- 
,tion of the demands made upon him for labour 
lich he could not supply, and of the precious and 
ding fruit of his ministry : — 

''London, St. George' a Easty May 23rc?, 1856.-- My 
ir brother, — During the laat few months we have 
1 a good work in this circuit, and between one and 
3 hundred Imve been converted to God. We have 
in low, but things are rising. Praise the Lord ! 
B trustees of St. George's chapel wish to have their 
liversary sermons preached ; and desire me (as I 
)pen to be acquainted with you) to write and ask 

I to help them. Can you give us a Sunday any time 
ore Conference ? If you can and will oblige us we 

II be glad, and no doubt your visit will be a bless- 
The Lord honoured you when you visited us last 

Wesley circuit, Leeds ; and one very touching case 
i sweet young lady, who is since gone to heaven, 
3 obtained salvation through your labours, I always 
lember with thanksgiving. If you can come, do. 
3main, my dear brother, yours affectionately, 

Thos. O. Keysell." 
^he above is a specimen of a vast number of appli- 
ons which were made to him month after month, 
a all parts of the connexion ; many of which he 
utterly unable to comply with, like this from Mr. 
T^sell, simply because of the pressure of pre-engage- 
its. On the firat of June he started from home for 
iree months' tour, during which he laboured in 
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various places^ and reported progress from time to 
time as foUows : — 

^^ Mctrket-Easeny June bthy 1856. — I am very well, 
and the weather is most beautiful. We have the 
Lord's Uessing and good encounkgement here. Every 
night we see many in distress on account of their souls, 
and many of them find salvation. We have a meeting 
for prayer every morning at seven o'clock, which is well 
attended and made a great blessing to the people. I 
have much liberty in preaching, and feel that God is 
with me. I meet with several persons who got good 
to their souls when I was here befol'e. There is a 
druggist and his wife, who are members of Society ; he 
was brought in under my preaching when he was a lad ; 
his wife was saved when I was here eight years since. 
One young man who used to call me his father in Christ^ 
is gone out to Canada as a minister ; and several others 
are here still on their way to heaven, and are very glad 
to see me. On Friday next I leave for the neighbour- 
hood of Manchester." 

" Einglet/y Jtune l5<A. — ^Mine is blessed work, and 
I am happy in it. Last night there were seven people 
under deep convictions — the word went with power to 
their hearts. The night before there were twelve who 
became decided for God. A good number of young 
men are getting saved. Mr. and Mrs. Lawn are 
excellent people. Mrs. Lawn leads three classes. I 
am going to meet one for her this afternoon." 

*'Zawton (CongletonJ Jwne 19^A. — ^We have had 
a wonderful work here. I have not seen such effects 
produced by preaching for a long time as I did last 
night. The Lord's arm was indeed made bare. The 
chapel is about the size of Tetford, and it was packed 
full. At the prayer-meeting we almost trod one upon 
another. All the week sinners have been saved every 
night, but last night surpassed all. There were ten 
seeking the Lord on Sunday night, twenty on Monday, 
and nearly as many on Tuesday and Wednesday. Last 
niffht every one in the chapel seemed arrested, and 
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)re either already saved or seeking to be so. Thirty 
forty people at one time were asking * What must 
) do to be saved ;' and it was just as much as ever I 
iild do to keep them in order. We have invited all 
10 have got good to come to the band-meeting to- 
;ht, and I expect a great crowd. Here are large 
k factories, and many hundreds of young people 
>rk in them. They dress very neatly, and sing most 
autifully. If the old membera of Society are only 
refttl and diligent there will be a mighty work in this 
Lce. It has been hard service for me. Last night 
J linen was as wet aA if it had just come out of the 
sh-tub. The collections for the school were £18." 
" jRedditchy Jvly \%th, — I have not been here for 
^eral years, but had I known how sorely they have 
.nted me I would not have stayed away. On Sunday 
d every day during the week we have seen sinners 
^ed by grace, and some of them are like brands 
icked out of the fire. A very respectable man, who 
} been a backslider, is restored ; and a man and his 
fe, who have also been backsliders for a long time, 
» brought again to the fold of Christ. Another man 
1 his wife are amongst the number of the saved, 
ose history is most interesting. He was converted 
)ut a year since, but his wife was a Homan Catholic, 
1 persecuted him most dreadfully ; and so also did 
' mother and sister. Week after week they tried to 
»voke him in all sorts of ways, and seemed as if they 
nted to make him swear or sin in any way, so that 
might live as he had done before. At last he could 
longer endure their conduct, and one day he struck 
wife a blow with his hand ; but did not hurt her 
y much. She went however, to a justice and got a 
rrant, and had him taken to prison. When he was 
ught up for trial she made such representations as 
the magistrates to send him to confinement for six 
nths, with hard labour. He has not been out of 
very long ; when he first came out he would not go 
.r hifi wife j but just before I came here they had got 



248 JERUSALEM THE HOLY. 

together again, and she came with him to chapel on 
Sunday night; when both of them were deeply wounded 
with convictions for sin. On Monday night they came 
again, and both together came up to the penitent bench, 
and after some time were saved and made happy in the 
pardoning love of God. I spoke to him last night, he 
said they were both happy now, and were going to class 
together. A very many more have been saved, but how- 
many I don't know. It has been a veiy busy week, 
for they have had their bazaar open three nights, and 
have raised £206." 

" WMtchurchy Aug. 20thy 1866. — There is a consider- 
able stir in this town about my being here. On Monday 
night there was such a congregation as astonished 
everybody, and four fine young men sought and found 
the salvation of God. I preached at Market Drayton 
last night after attending a tea-meeting. I preach here.- 
again to-night, and to-morrow go to a village near 
Crewe, and then on Saturday go from thence to Leeds." 

"Jerusalem the fioly, in light and peace behold ; 
Her glowing altars flaming, her candlesticks of gold. 
The heavenly Bridegroom's dwelling, the place of David's thrones ; 
Her solemn anthems swelling, her pavement precious stones. 
Awake ! Awake ! Zion ! thy bridal day draws nigh,— 
The day of signs and wonders, and marvels from on high : 
Thy sun uprises slowly, but keep thou watch and ward ; 
Fair Bride, all pure and lowly, go forth to meet thy Lord." — 

Gouffh. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

* The extraordinary manner in which some persons were fre- 
mtly affected under Mr. Wesley's preaching, as well as that of 

coadjutors, created much discussion and gave great offence, 
le were seized with trembling, others sank down and uttered 
i and piercing cries ; others fell into a kind of agony. In some 
ances, whilst prayer was offered for them, they rose up with a 
den change of feeling, testifying that they had redemption 
)ugh the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of sins, according 
he riches of His grace."— .TFotowi'* Life of Wesley, 

KEFEBENCE to the Itinerary will show that Mr. 
3hai'dson was fully employed the remainder of the 
ir, in visiting Manchester, Birmingham, Halifax, 
•ttingham, and other places; but no records are 
thcoming. His health was not good in December, 
1 at the time he came home to spend Christmas 
:h his family, he complained much of being " worn 
jvn" and wanting "rest for his lungs." Notwith- 
nding this, however, in the early part of the 
luary following, he was induced to undertake very 
jortant service in the town of Hull He was im- 
tuned to preach the annual Sunday-school Sermons 
Kingston chapel, and nothing loath, he girded him- 

* for the task ; and his visit was made a great bless- 
in that old and most important centre of Methodism. 
} engagement was to terminate at the end of the first 
»k, bnt such a state of excitement was produced by 

ministry, and such desires were manifested to hear 
L preach, that, at the request of the Superintendent 
he circuit, two gentlemen went over to Grimsby to 
iin his release from engagements hat town, so 
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that he might remain in Hull over another Sabbath. 
The following is his o¥ni account of the visit : — 

**HvUy Jem, Wthj 1857. — Here I am safely over the 
great water without being dro¥niecL Mr. Crookes was 
very kind and glad to see mei He announced my 
name from the pulpit, as that of an old friend of his 
whom he should be happy to see and hear again. 
Sunday was a rainy day, but we had large congrega- 
tions. It is a beautiful chapel, and was well filled, and 
I had a good time. To look upon such a congregation 
was enough to intimidate any one, and if you had seea \ 

it you would have wondered how I did to stand before 
them. At the close of the service there were from, 
twelve to fourteen earnestly seeking the kingdom of 
God, and most of them obtained peace, and were filled 
with joy through believing. There is a fine set of 
praying men here, and I have not such hard work in 
the after meetings as in most places. We are expecting 
great things this week." 

" HtiU^ Jem. \1ih, — Mr. Field has been to Grimsby, 
and they have consented to give me up, so that I am 
to stay here another Sunday. The congregations 
have increased all the week. The chapel will hold 
two thotisand, and on Thui-sday night it was full. 
The people come running before the time, as if afraid 
of being too late to get in. Every night this week the 
Lord has been in the midst. I suppose six hundred 
stayed the prayer-meeting last night ; and there were 
twenty penitents. I do not know how many have got 
saved, but the number will amount to several scores. 
Amongst the rest a captain of a ship found mercy on 
Tuesday night, and on Wednesday morning he came to 
see me. His eyes were filled with tears, and he gave 
me the following account of himself : — He has been a 
captain eighteen years ; has been shipwrecked twice, 
and with a rope round his body was dragged through 
the raging waves to land ; has been in many a storm 
and scene of danger, and seen many lost around him. 
When he was rescued from drowning, he said, ' these 
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ere great deliverances, but not to be compared to the 
liverance I have now obtained.' He said, * I have 
en an awful blasphemer, and one of the wickedest of 
en, and when I came down the aisle of the chapel to 

to the oommunion-rail I felt like a condemned 
iminal under sentence of death ; but after I had been 
ere awhile I felt the burden lifted from my soul, and 
could say " my God is reconciled," and I went back 

my seat with a glad heart, and seemed to walk in 
rpet slippers, scarcely feeling the ground I trod 
on.' His wife and daughter have got saved also, 
saw them all in the same pew the other night, and 
Qj looked so happy. Mr. Field's son and daughter, 
d two of his servants, have found salvation, and two 
the girls and a man-servant at his house in the town, 
aise the Lord ! I am very well in the midst of all 
3 stir and work." 

"Zaceft^, Jem. 2l8t. — We had a wonderful work 
Hull last Sunday. That great chapel was crowded 

over, every aisle and comer and the pulpit stairs 
ire packed ; and it was the same on Monday and 
lesday. A great number of souls were saved each 
jht, and are now living witnesses of the power of 
>spel grace and truth. I left the circuit all on a stir, 
gentleman desired Mr. Field to take me to a hatter's 
>p, and buy one of the best hats he could get, so I 
I now wearing a better than I ever had in my life. 
Lm to stay here and preach at Laceby, HatcliSe, and 
imsby all the week." 

"Zocefty, Jem. 29th, — We had a large congrega- 
n at Laceby on Sunday night, and one soul saved, 
st night three strong young men came to the com- 
[nion rail, and threw themselves down, and began to 
ly with all their might ; others followed, and I think 
)re were ten of them struggling together in the 
igs of the new birth. It was a gracious time. They 
I going to have gsis put into the Caistor chapel, and 
im to make collections there for that object next 
nday." 
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From the above date until July very little informa- 
tion is forthcoming respecting his labours, beyond what 
is supplied in the Itinerary. During the interval he 
visited several circuits, travelled much, preached often, 
and "saw the grace of God" in many places, as 
Barnabas saw it at AntiocL It is much to be regi*et- 
ted that his letters during this period have not been 
preserved, as there is reason to believe it was one of 
the happiest and most fruitfiil of his life. Writing to 
his friend Mrs. Shillito, of Prestonfield, in September, 
1857, he remarks : — " This has been a very successful 
year. After I saw you at Grimsby (the end of Febru- 
ary), I was out six weeks on one round, and we had 
souls saved every night In three months, where I was 
labouring, we had not less than six hundred persons 
saved, and started in the way to heaven ! I was nearly 
worn out every night, and often thought I should have 
broken down ; but the Lord held me up, and I never 
was more happy in my Master's work. what rich 
seasons we have had ! My cough is not cured, and I 
expect it never will be. If I live to see another 
winter, very likely it will be bad again ; but ' my 
heart is fixed ' to do the will of God, work away for 
Him, and finally get to heaven." 

Six hundred persons saved in three months ! Well 
might he say, " what rich seasons we have had I *' 
Would to God such seasons came often everywhere ! 
What honour does Grod confer upon his chosen instru- 
mentjf ! A simple-minded man, sixty-five years of 
age, goes forth from his humble cottage, into the great 
and busy world, governed by the one idea expressed in 
Wesley's formula, ''You have nothing to do but to 
save souls," and in three months' time six hundred 
sinners are gathered into the fold of Christ by his 
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infltrumentality ! During those three months he la- 
boured in the Birmingham, Sheffield, Rotherham, 
Bolton, Manchester, Sleaford, Alston, and Bingham 
circuits. Thank God for what He has done, and for 
what He will do ; for His promise makes it certain 
that He will yet raise up other equally successful har- 
vestmen, to " gather the wheat into His garner." Oh ! 
that "the Lord's remembrancers" may never keep 
silence, but fervently and ceaselessly " pray the Lord 
of the harvest that He may send forth labourers into 
His harvest." 
His own artless records re-commence as follows.: — 

'^Bedditch, Jvly 13^A, 1857. — Yesterday was another 
blessed day, and we had no need to ask whether the 
Lord was with us or not ; His voice was heard in t]ie 
sanctuary, and we saw * the lighting down of his arm.'- 
Nearly twenty souls were saved, and gave glory to 
Grod. We had splendid congregations, and collected 
£18 for the school. It was a hard day, but I am very 
veil this morning." 

^^ Ratdiffe-Bridgey Aug, 3rd. — Yesterday we were 
Towded out. The collections were £26. We had a 
•cod prayer-meeting, to finish the day with. I shall 
ot preach more than three nights this week, and then 
3«t a day or two. Last year when I was here there 
as a young woman on a visit to the place ; she came 
» chapel, and the Lord applied the word to her )ieart, 
id she went home determined to be a follower of 
isus. She put her resolution into practice at once, 
d persuaded her father and mother to allow her to 
gin family prayer. Her parents were soon after both 
them converted to God, and awhile since both of 
=5m died a very happy death, and have gone to 
iven. The daughter is still on her way ; praise the 
rdi'' 

* Newport- Pagnell, Sept. 8th. — I had a hard day 
Sunday at Mareham lo-Fen ; it was very warm, and 
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we had a great crowd of i^eopla I started at aeTen 
o'clock yesterday morninfy, and got here in time for the 
tea-meeting, and preacheid at night The congregation 
was very still and small. There are about four thou- 
sand inhabitants here, but it seems a poor place for 
Methodism. I could scarcely hear an amen in the 
chapeL I am to preach in a different place every day 
this week." 

" NorihampUmy Oct 26<^, 1857.— They have been 
expending £370 upon the chapel, and have had other 
sermons and collections before I came. When Mr. 
Timms preached they got £15; Mr. McDonald got 
£17 ; yesterday they got £20. The whole sum is 
nearly raised. The people are exceedingly quiet, and 
how we shall go on I do not know, but h&t night five 
sinners were pricked in the heart, and confessed them- 
selves on the Lord's side. I fear this is a very wicked 
to¥ni, although I am told there are twenty>five churches 
and chapek in it. They say there are ten thousand 
shoemakers, who are a very careless class of people. 
Poor Mr. Hickson is fast wearing out ; I am just going 
to call upon him.'' 

" Nwihcave^ ( Fat/rvngton) Nov, 3rd, — I enjoyed 
my visit to Northampton very much. The chapel was 
crowded several times during the week, but how many 
were saved I do not know. There must have been 
from thirty to forty who professed to have found an 
interest in Christ. I got here on Saturday. We had 
a good missionary-meeting last night, and a better col- 
lection than last year. I preach again to-night, and hold 
other three missionary-meetings this week." 

" DunstaMey Nov, 2\8t — I stayed at Northamp- 
ton last night, and was glad to find that they have 
been going on well ever since I was there. It was 
soon noised abroad that I had come, and many came to 
see me, and wished me to promise to visit them again. 
We had a very good week at Stickney, where I opened 
their beautiful new chapel. It was quite full on 
Thursday night, and we had a host of men to pray. 
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* Several souls were saved, aud I left them quickened and 
r: encouraged. I am thankful to say that after a hard 
a week's work I am very well and very happy. I have 

i had great liberty in preaching eveiy time. The promise 

I of the Saviour is, ' Lo I am with you always,' and I 

I find him true to his word. J am to stay in this circuit 

r a fortnight." 

« DumMHey Nov. 26tA. — On Tuesday night I 
preached in a good-sized village chapel, crowded to 
excess. There were a great number earnestly seeking 
the Lord, and twenty-two persons professed to obtain 
a sense of forgiveness and acceptance with Qod. It 
was a most blessed and extraordinary time. Last night 
I preached in Dunstable to six or seven hundred 
people. We had Church-goers, Baptists, Independents, 
Primitives, and all sorts of hearers. I had a very 
happy time. After I came to my lodgings a poor, 
broken-hearted woman followed me, begging that I 
would pray with her. There is quite an excitement in 
the town. The subject of religion is talked about in 
the bonnet warehouses and workrooms ; and while I 
stay I expect to have very crowded chapels. Here is 
a man come in just now to see me, before I set off six 
miles into the country ; he says he will follow me all 
over while I remain in the neighbourhood." 

'* DmhatahlSy Nov. ZOth. — Some of the leading 
friends have been in this morning, to press me to stay 
as long as ever I can, for we have a blessed work going 
on. We had such a crowd last night as is seldom seen, 
and perhaps thirty or forty penitent seekers of salva- 
tion, all of whom seemed detennined to set out for 
heaven." 

^^Arrrdey, Dec, 11 th, — We had a very full chapel 
last Sunday, but no collection- They only want to see 
the work of God revive ; and thank God, a good number 
have been brought in. Here are seven thousand 
people — plenty of material to work upon, for the 
whole neiglibourhood is full of inhabitants. It is only 
two miles to Leeds, aud houses all the way. A gentle* 
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man, who is a Churchman, was at chapel on Sunday 
night, and was so pleased, that he came in on Monday 
morning to the house where I am staying, and asked 
me to accept a new black coat and waistcoat, and sent 
a tailor to take the measure. I preached in them last 
night. I could hardly get away from them at Dun- 
stable. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper and many others came 
with me to the station. Blessed be God, numbers 
were brought to the knowledge of the truth." 

^^Ghesterfidd^ Dec.l5th^lH57, — I have just finished my 
work at Brompton. The next three nights I preach 
at Chesterfield, on Friday at Claycross, and on Satur- 
day go to help Mr. Shovelton at Wakefield, and come 
home on Christmas-eve. I left them at Armley all 
alive, and have promised to go again." 

A letter which was written to him by Mr. Bennett, 
of Dunstable, January 5th, 1858, states : " The good 
work is still going on with us. We have had more 
conversions since you left us. Several of the older 
scholars in the school have become decided. You will 
remember one who broke down on the Wednesday 
nighc, and spoke at the band-meeting very beautifully, 
about the way in which the Holy Spirit led her to 
yield to His grace. It would please you to see the 
three men at the station walking abreast up to the 
class they have joined on the Sunday mornings. We 
have not been able to count up correctly yet, but I 
hope we shall find fifty meeting in class in Dunstable 
alone ; and I have heard of several at Toddington, and 
some at Leegrave." 

In the course. of the year a proposal originated, with 
some of the friends of this most excellent man in the 
Grimsby circuit, to i*aise a sum of money suflScient to 
provide a small annuity, for himself and his wife duriog 
the remainder of their lives. It was apparent to those 
who knew him, that his physical strength was failing, 
and that he would not be able much longer to pursue 
the evangelistic labours which he had now maintained 
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. with unabated vigour for more than twenty years; 

1^ and it was also well known that his pecuniary circum- 

yjn fitances were such, that unless a^ effort of this kind 

nil was made, he would certainly be placed in difficulties 

tk' in case he should be laid aside by illness. Mr. 

1 iii- Bichardson never sought to make money by his religious 

^ ^ zeal and abundant labours to do good. A man more 

^ pure and disinterested in his motives cannot easily be 

^, found. Throughout his career he sensitively shrank 

^ from the appearance of being at all concerned about 

^ money. The consequence was, that to make provision 

fl« for old age was utterly beyond his ability. He had 

brought up his femUy in modest comfort, and respecta- 
bility ; and they were satisfied, and so was he, with 
such a decent condition in life, as might be maintained 
by thrift and prudence — whilst the future he left with 
confidence to the providence of God. Under these cir- 
cumstances his friends felt that he had claims upon the 
public, and that.it was most proper to afford an oppor- 
tunity to his numerous admirers and spiritual children, 
to give a practical expression of their gratitude and 
affection. 

A meeting was accordingly convened, by circular, in 
the town of Grimsby, and was well attended by influ- 
ential gentlemen from the Barton, Hull East, Market- 
Basen, Alford, Louth, and Homcastle circuits. A 
committee was formed; William Coates, Esq., of 
Laceby, was appointed treasurer, and Messrs. John 
Coatsworth and J. K. Riggall, secretaries. At that 
meeting the writer was requested to preside, and cam 
never forget the abundant kindness, profound esteem, 
and sense of personal obligation, expressed by several 
of the leading Wesleyan gentlemen of Lincolnshire j 
and their great readiness to contribute to the proposed 
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annuity fund. A little diyeisity of opinion was enter- 
tained as to the ultimate appropriation of the principal 
sum to be nosed ; a few giving the preference to the 
Missionary Society, and others considering the Metho- 
dist Preachers' Annuitant Fund the most suitable to 
have the benefit of the appropriation. This latter view 
was finally adopted ; a subscription was commenced at 
the meeting, and after the lapse of sufficient time to 
allow for private applications, the following circular 
was sent out to different parts of the country : — 

" Dear Sir, — On the 5th of March last, a meeting of 
the friends of Mr. Charles Richardson, of Tetford, was 
held in Grimsby, at which a committee was appointed, 
and it was unanimously resolved : — 

" * Forthwith to create a fund for" the purpose of pro- 
viding a moderate annuity for the benefit of Mr. 
Richardson, and of Mrs. R., should she be his survivor, 
and to make an appeal to his numerous friends in 
various parts of the connexion in behalf of the same.' 

<< The considerations which suggest and sustain this 
proposal are the following : — 

'< 1. Mr. Richardson's long and valuable services to 
Methodism ; his tried loyalty and devotedness to the 
institutions and discipline of the body ; and his 
laborious and successful endeavours to promote the 
spiritual prosperity of the connexion. 

" 2. The fact that he and Mrs. Richardson are now 
sixty-five and sixty-two years of age, and almost en- 
tirely unprovided for ; the occupation of his time for 
many years past in preaching, and the very limited re- 
muneration he has generally received, having precluded 
a self-made provision for old age. 

" 3. The manifest impropriety of allowing one who 
deserves so well of his Christian brethren, to be in 
danger of becoming subject to poverty and want in his 
declining years, after he haa been worn out with 
excessive labours in the Church of God ; and the equal 
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impropriety of permitting his excellent wife, in cafie of 
his removal by death, to be thrown upon the aids of a 
precarious charity. 

" It was also resolved — * That the capital of the fund 
shall be presented, upon the decease of Mr. and Mrs. 
Kichardson, to the Wesleyan Ministers* Annuitant 
Society, for the benefit of the worn-out ministers and 
widows of the connexion.' 

^^ The total amount at present subscribed is £291 5s., 
which is much below the amount required for a 
moderate annuity — say X40 or £50 per annum. 

" We commend this project to your kind considera- 
tion and aid, that the committee may be able to prove, 
that the church appreciates the labours and successful 
services rendered by Mr. Kichardson to the cause of 
Christ for> long series of years. 

*^ The committee propose to invest the fund, imme- 
diately after the close of the year. 
" Signed, 

" W. CoATES, Treaau/rer. 

"John Coat^worth, ) cr^^^.^ .^.» 

"James K. Riggall, / ^^^^^'^^ 

This benevolent proposal had made considerable pro- 
gress before it came to the knowledge of the party 
most interested in it. He had not entertained the 
slightest expectation of anything of the kind ; and when 
he got to know what his friends were doing, his grati- 
tude knew no bounds. He took their kindness as 
another proof of his Heavenly Father's love and care 
for him and his, and devoted himself to his work with 
renewed assiduity and delight. 

The sum of £400 was ultimately contributed and 
vested in trustees, and a deed of settlement was 
drawn out, securing to himself and his wife the amount 
of £20 a year for life, and at their decease the appro- 
priation of the principal to the " Methodist Preachers 
Annuitant Society." This small annuity was further 
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Hi^pplemented by a resolution, on the part of its {no- 
meters, to procure annual subecriptions, if posaiUe, to 
double the amount during Mr. Kichardson's own life ; 
— a resolution which was generously carried into effect 
in a quiet and effectual manner, and so as not in the 
least to annoy the sensitiveness of the recipient 

To return to the narrative of his labours. These 
were continued as indefi&tigably as before, and were as 
earnest and successful as ever. His physical infirmities 
were plainly upon the increase; his throat and chest 
were more frequently out of order; decided symptoms of 
asthma began to show themselves, a disease to which 
his Either was most distressingly subject during several 
years before his death; but he was carried onwards 
in his course of usefulness by the love of souls, and the 
delight which he experienced in publishing the glad 
tidings of salvation. Had he been careful to economise 
his remaining strength, his life might have been pro- 
bably prolonged beyond the age at which he died ; but 
forgetful of himself^ he went on "to fight the good 
fight," and " fulfil the ministry which he had received 
of the Lord Jesus ;" anxious to live well, rather than 
to live long, ^nd certainly, as he advanced along his 
path he had everything to encourage him to proceed. 
If the " outward man" £uled, the '* inward man was 
renewed day by day." He walked in the clear sun- 
shine of the divine favour, and was " filled with all joy 
and peace in believing.'' His prospects became better 
and brighter, and with increasing confidence he could 
set to his seal, and testify that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin. He never was better 
qualified, both spiritually and intellectually, to feed the 
(Church of God, or expostulate with careless sinners, and 

\ them to the fountain of salvation ; nor did he ever 
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witDesM more suooess attending his ministry. Every- 
where the best of the Methodist people received him 
with a hearty welcome, and zealous co-operation. Open 
doors of usefulness stood before him in every direction, 
and some of them presented to him, peculiar, attractions ; 
and better than all, he saw that Otod was with him 
making him increasingly the means of turning many 
from '^ darkness to light" wherever he went. In his 
case there was another beautiful illustration of that 
precious word, " The path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." No wonder that he went on, ambitious of 
further achievements. 

Soon after the turn of the year he repeated his visit 
to Hull. His great success in the previous January 
induced the friends to press him to preach in behalf of 
the Sunday-schools again; and it was plainly mo8t 
agreeable to himself to comply with their request. Ho 
reported his success in the following terms : — 

'*Hully Jan, IM, 1858.^1 am happy to say that I 
am pretty well after my labours yesterday. Kingston 
chapel was full in the morning, but at night the con- 
gregation was overwhelming. They say there wero 
three thousand people within the sound of my voice?. 
It was awfully grand to look upon the mass of people 
assembled. There was a good number of penitents 
seeking mercy ; how many I don't know — perhaps 
thirty. It mtos a good beginning. The friends are 
expecting a fine week, and the chapel full every 
night." 

** fftUlf Jem. 2l8t — My work here is now done, 
and I leave to-morrow for Grainthorpe. Last night 
we had an extraordinary congregation ; every part of 
the chapel was crowded — ^within the communion rail, 
the aisles, and all about the doors, and not a seat was 
to be had by many who stood ail the time. I left about 
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ten o'clock, and at that time the penitents were crowd* 
ing the communion. Preachers and friends were 
delighted, and I left them all hard at work." 

" Rotherhcmiy Jem. 25^A, 1858. — Yesterday was a pre- 
cious day ; a very large congregation at night, and four- 
teen people seeldng EAlvation as earnestly as any I have 
ever seen. Nearly all of them obtained the blessing 
of pardon, and went to their homes rejoicing in the 
Lord. There were eight very fine young men in the 
number. Praise the Lord ! But I expect something 
better before I am done here. I slept well last nighty 
and think I shall be better here than in HulL The 
house where I lodge is right upon a hill, and we have 
plenty of good air. I am very comfortoble ; but the 
people tease me with invitations to go out to dinner 
and tea, and this keeps me talking all day. Well, I 
must make the best of it." 

^' Botherhamj Jem. 29th. — I preached last night to a 
chapel full of people with great ease and comfort. A 
very blessed work is going on, and a good many are 
saved every night We have a band-meeting to-night, 
and to-morrow I go to Sheffield." 

He preached five times in Rotherham ; and then at 
Wickersley, on behalf of the erection of a new school- 
room. On Saturday, January 30th, the following 
notice of his labours appeared in the ^* Eotherham and 
Masborough Advertiser" : — 

^'Mr. Richardson is a distinguished and useful 
preacher of the Wesleyan denomination, who is almost 
ceaselessly employed in conducting special religions 
services. These are not confined to rural districts, or 
comparatively small congregations, but are extended 
to the metropolis, Liverpool, Hull, Manchester, Leeds, 
Sheffield, &c The illustrious revivalist is advanced in 
years, but not worn out or infirm. His grey head, 
fine open countenance, bright eyes, stout compact 
figure, and somewhat antiquated costume, all conspire 
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to make his appearance in the pulpit venerable, strik- 
ing, and interesting. As far as we can learn, he has 
had but few scholastic advantages in early life, and he 
has evidently struggled through difficulties ; but though 
uneducated^ he is well informed, and evidently a person 
of considerable mental power and vigourous thought. 
But what is &r better still, ^ He is a good man, full 
of the Holy Qhost and of faith.' He loves the Saviour 
vdth supreme and intense love, which he demonstrates, 
by his deep and anxious solicitude for the spiritual 
wel&re and security of his fellow men. As a preacher, 
he stands high ; his discourses are lucid, well arranged, 
practical, interwoven with Scriptural incidents and 
anecdotes, and to crown and seal the whole, his sermons 
are brought home to the reason and consciences of his 
audience, sometimes applied with terrific power and 
point. He is a natural orator, full of action, but 
perhaps occasionally in danger of being rather too 
gesticulative and exciting ; but it is perfectly natural, 
and there is apparent, a solemn sense of the divine 
presence, reliance upon supernatural aid, and a pre- 
dominant desire to do good, He was invited to this 
town by the ministers and officers of the Wesleyan 
Church, and has preached every evening this week. 
The congregations have been large and attentive ; last 
Sunday night especially, the chapel was crowded to 
excess. The devotional-meetings have also been well 
attended, and we are given to understand that a 
cheering degree of good has been accomplished. From 
the bottom of our heart we wish the fiuthful veteran 
of the cross God-speed.^ 

Such laudatory remarks in a public newspaper made 
him blush in the presence of his friends ; and feel 
afraid and ashamed before God, lest he should yield to 
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vain and sinful thonghts. In oile of his letters to her 
who was the most likely to be highly gratified, and who 
gloried in the honour conferred upon him, he said — 
" You see how they have set off your poor old husband ; 
but they do not know him as well as he knows himself, 
or they never would have said such things." 

It must be admitted that such flattering and eulogistic 
statements made in public journals, are not unlikely to 
have a baneful influence upon the minds of public men. 
Had ^Hhe faithful veteran" at Botherham, been a 
younger man, or a Christian less established with grace, 
such excessive laudation might have been perilous to 
him. Even good and holy men are not insensible to 
the charms of popular admiration ; and some of his 
best friends were at times concerned to know how he 
was affected by all the honours and respect which were 
shown him wherever he went. Mrs. Coates, of Laceby, 
once said to him, when he was seated in the midst of 
the family circle, conversing freely about the success 
which God was pleased to vouchsafe to his labours, and 
telling of the numerous conversions he had witnessed — » 
" Now Charles, do you never feel tempted to pride, in 
the midst of all this ?" His reply was— « Well ! to 
be frank, I confess that I have ;" and proceeded to say, 
'* I was preaching at Boston once, and that large and 
beautiful chapel was filled all over with people. The 
Lord gave me great liberty in preaching, and every eye 
seemed fixed upon me ; when it came into my mind 
while I was preaching, * You are doing well ! what a 
pitch of exdtement you have brought the people to ! ' " 
'' But," said he, with a sad countenance and a melan- 
choly shake of the head, " Oh ! what tears, and sighs, 
and groans that cost me; as soon as I got into my 
closet, no one knows what distress and shame I felt." 
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Mr. Carter^ of Nottingham, mentions a similar 
circumstance, and states that he once asked Charles, as 
they sat at the tea table, whether he had ever heard 
the celebrated Mr. William Dawson preach. He said 
— " Yes, I have heard him a few times ;" and went 
on to mention the texts of Scripture from which he 
had heard him preach ; and stated that, many ye&rs 
previously, he was himself engaged to preach in 
OeorgiQ-yard chapel, Hull, for several evenings in suc- 
cession, except one, when Mr. Dawson was to occupy 
the pulpit On that occasion he had the great pleasure 
of hearing him, and was very much charmed with both 
his manner and discourse. On the following evening 
it fell to him to take the pulpit ; and as he was on his 
way to it from the vestry, the chapel-keeper, who was 
walking by his side, whispered to him — " The people 
say they would just as soon hear you preach as Mr. 
Dawson.'' He said he felt greatly annoyed with the 
obtrusive remark ; and went up the pulpit stairs 
saying, in an energetic undertone, '* Get thee behind 
me Satan,'' for, he added, " I knew from whence it 
came." Would it not be well always, to make similar 
short work of Satan's suggestions 9 Mr. Richardson 
was never equal to Mr. Dawson as a preacher, and he 
knew it, and was all the more grieved with the fulsome- 
ness of the chapel-keeper's flattery. Honour and use- 
fulness in the church expose ministers to peculiar 
temptationa The higher their elevation, the more 
are they exposed to Satan's deadliest shafts. The great 
apostle to the Gkntiles had to carry to the grave his 
"thorn in the flesh," lest the distinctions conferred 
upon him by Gk>d should " exalt him above measure.'* 
And the best and most useful men have need to wal 
circumspectly and humbly with God, ** lest that by any 
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means when they have preached to others thej them- 
selves should become castaways." When the celebrated 
French preacher, Massillon, Bishop of C16rmont — of 
whom Louis XIV. used to say, " When I hear other 
preachers, I go away much pleased with them ; but 
when I hear him I go away much displeased ynth. 
myself " — had delivered one of his most brilliant 
and impressive discourses in the hearing of the court ; 
the monarch, who was present, was so charmed with 
the bishop's eloquence, that he met him at the foot of 
the pulpit steps, when the service was over, and shook 
him by the hand, saying, "You have given us an 
admirable discourse to-day." " Sire ! " said the preacher 
very gravely in reply, " the devil has told me that, 
before your Majesty." 

The following extracts show, in Mr. Richardson's 
own language, the results of his continued labours : — 

" Sheffield^ Feb. 2nd, 1 858.— We are doing pretty well 
inthe Lord's work; but I had expected to find the Society 
in Sheffield in a much better state. On Sunday night 
the chapel was well filled ; and it was nearly full last 
night. We had a good influence on both occasions, 
and about ten persons were in distress, who had been 
wounded by the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of the Lord. Last Friday night we had a band- 
meeting at Kotherham, when we had all the new con- 
verts present who professed to have got good during 
the weeL There were forty-eight at Kotherham and five 
at Wickersley. We had them all together in the front 
pews, and addressed them on the obligations they were 
under, to walk ' as becometh the Gospel of Christ.' I 
hope a good impression was made upon the minds of 
all of them. Two new class-leaders were appointed ; 
and each of the converts was asked which they pre- 
ferred to meet with ; their names were taken down, 
and everyone seemed fixed and pleased. It was an 
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interestiBg meeting, and all of us who were present 
were constrained to thank God and take courage. 

^^Stockporty Feb, 9th, — My cough is better than it 
has been for weeks past. I left them at Sheffield all 
alive, and sorry that I was obliged to leave them so 
soon. I have promised to retui-n as early as I can. 
Apparently they had not made much effort to get the 
people together before I went ; but we had better and 
better congregations every night, and it was a very 
blessed week. I do not know how many were brought 
in, but there was a good number. A powerful work 
of God commenced at Hollingsend just after last har- 
vest, and they have begun to build a new chapel : they 
say I am to open it. A woman came to me and said — 
* You were the means, under God, of saving my soul 
when you preached at Hollingsend, and a good many 
more.' {Glory be to God ! We had a good beginning 
here on Sunday ; I preached in a large school-room 
about half-a-mile from the chapel. The collection was 
£28. The place was as hot as an oven. About twenty- 
three penitents were seeking the Lord, and the day 
closed well. Last night I preached in the chapel to a 
good congregation, and we had the communion-rail 
crowded with earnest seekers of salvation. Amongst them 
was the daughter of a medical gentleman in the town, 
who is a religious man. I believe before the week is 
over we shall have something very remarkable. Y^u 
must pray for ma I never forget to pray for all of 
you." 

*^ Mcmchester, Feb, I6th, — We had extraordinary times 
at Stockport last week. Towards the end, the chapel 
was crowded in all parts. Thursday night was the 
most remarkable. I continued with them till ten 
o'clock, but when I left, both vestries were full of peni- 
tents, with whom the praying men were at work, 
encouraging them to lay hold on the Saviour. The 
communion-rail in the chapel was filled again and 
again ; for those who got liberty retired to l£eir seats 
and other seekers took their places. The people came 
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frotQ all parts of tbe town and from many of the vil- 
lages round about. I have not seen such a work for a 
long time. Since I got here a letter has followed me 
to say that the son of the Rev. W. AUen, the superin- 
tendent, and Mr. Foley's niece and servant-maid, all 
found peace. Bless the Lord ! The people here are 
not in so good a state as they were, but we had plenty 
to preach to on Sunday. Tlie collections for the tracts 
were JB14. Tbe person who takes down the names of 
those who gbt good, told me last night that he had 
already twenty-five names. May they all endure unto 
eternal life. I intended to come home next Saturday, 
but they press me so much to stay that I shall be like 
to preach another Sunday before I leave." 

" PresUm, nea/r HvU, Ma/rch \2th, 1858.— I closed my 
labours here last night with a crowded chapel and 
seven penitents. Most of them, I believe, got saved. 
This is one of the roughest places I have been in for 
years. We have had to have a policeman at the door 
every night to keep the rabble of the village quiet. 
On Sunday night they snow-balled the people leaving 
the chapeL Four of them got round one man and 
balled him so that they broke his hat, and used him 
very ilL The people seemed afraid of the rough young 
men and dare not give them into custody. I tell them 
they deserve all they get, and much moi-e." 

*^ AfanchesteTy April IdtL — Mr. and Mrs. Lomas, 
with whom I am staying, are very kind, intelligent, 
and pleasant. I have not enjoyed the company of such 
a family for a long time. Yesterday I preached for 
the Regent Street schools. It was a good day, and we 
were very crowded; but it was hot and exhausting 
work. They sang so much at night after the sermon, 
that they seemed to sing all the sinners away. When 
I began the prayer-meeting there were none left but 
people who professed religion, and I did not see one 
soul saved. I am to preach here three nights this 
week, and at StockporiTon Thursday and Friday." 

" Stockport^ April 2ith. — ^We have had two glorious 
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nights ; the chapel was crowded to excess, but was so 
warm we could scarcely bear it. I should thiuk 
that there have been forty persons each night deeply 
awakened, and seeking the Lord with all their hearts, 
and nearly all of them found peace. We had the altar- 
rail filled again and again ; and separate meetings both 
in the large vestry and a small one, all going on at the 
same time. The friends work with all their might. 
We could not give up till about eleven o'clock, and 
could hardly get them to go home, even then. I go to 
ShejQEleld to-day, and stay there all next week, and then 
come home to rest." 

" Sheffield, April 27th, — I have been in and about 
Manchester these three weeks, and now I have got 
to Sheffield again. We had a very exciting day 
on Sunday. The chapel will seat about thirteen 
hundred, and they crowded about two thousand into it. 
The collections for the schools were £27 — more than 
they have had for the last ten years. I preached about 
an hour and a quarter at night, and my voice was clear 
to the end. Last night we had a good company again, 
and a few souls were saved. One old backslider had 
an awful struggle before finding peace. I feel sure 
we shall have blessed work before the week is out. 
Hundreds had to go away on Sunday night who could 
not get in. Well ! Praise the Lord !'' 

" Skipaea, (Burlington) Ma/y 2^th. — On Sunday I 
preached here for the missions; the chapel was well 
filled and a good many professed to find salvation. I 
preach again to-morrow; but am just going twelve 
miles into the circuit to a missionary-meeting this after- 
noon, and have to preach at night, and shall not get 
back till very late ; which is what I don't like ; but they 
published without consulting me. On Friday I go to 
Grimsby and stay with Mr. Coates." 

In the beginning of June he was taken very unwell 
at the Manor House, Laceby; and was confined to bed 
for more than a week. Mrs. Richardson was sent for. 
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and remained with him until he was able to return 
home. The writer had an opportunity of visiting him 
a few times in this sickness^ and always found hinx 
sweetly submissive to the Divine will, and joyously 
resting upon the merits of the Saviour. It was a 
means of grace to sit at his bed side, and listen to him 
speaking of the goodness of God. He was much in 
the spirit of prayer, and spent the greater part of his 
time in reading the Holy Scriptures and pleading with 
God. The following extract from a letter to his friend 
Mr. Wild, of Armley, supplies his own account of this 
affliction." 

« Tetfyrdy Aug. 2ndy 1858.--I am the Lord's pri- 
soner again, and have been veiy ill for nearly nine weeks. 
About a month since I was getting better, but I sup- 
pose I got a little cold and broke down again, and was 
as ill as before. The doctor says it has been an attack 
of bronchitis, 'attended with ague and fever, and other 
complaints. I am brought down very low and weak, 
and am afraid it will be a long time before I shall be 
able to preach again. I have given up all my summer's 
engagements, except one place where I have been 
once a year for seven years, but I am ready to fear 
I shall not be able to go. Many friends are waiting 
to see if I can serve them, so that if I am spared I 
shall have plenty of work. I doubt whether I shall 
be able to come and see the Armley friends so early 
as the beginning of October, but I shall see how I get 
on and will let you know. I am hai>py to say the 
Lord is with me. I have felt Christ precious, and his 
word sweet. The Gospel I have preache<( to others 
has been my support in this time of affliction. My 
dear wife has been very unwell also. But writing is 
too much for me, I must conclude." 

His beloved Tansley was the place where he had 
been for seven years in succession, and by the end 
of September he was so far recovered as to be able 



AFFEGTINa SCENE IN A CHAPEL. 271 

to go and preach in behalf of the chapel again. He 
was greatly refreshed by the sympathy of the kind 
people and the success of his Sabbath labours, and 
remained a week for the benefit of repose, under the 
hospitable roof of his friends the Hacketts. Other 
places, &r and near, were visited during the next two 
months, and in December the ubiquitous evangelist 
went into the Dunstable circuit. €k>d had given him 
the hearts of the people in that neighbourhood, and 
there was no one more able than himself, to assist in 
raising funds, and promoting the spiritual interests of 
the circuit at the same time. The friends in the town 
of Dunstable had just expended £1,600 upon the en- 
largement of the chapel. The Rev. W. M. Punshon, 
the Rev. R. Roberts, and other ministers had preached 
at the re-opening, and very liberal sums had been col- 
lected ; and Mr. Richardson was invited to gather up 
the gleanings. It so happened however that these, 
when they came to be appraised, turned out better than 
the gatherings of some of the regular harvest-men. 
On the first Sabbath morning that he preached, a deeply 
interesting scene was presented. Previous to the hour 
for commencing the service, several hundreds of people 
assembled in the chapel; and as soon as he entered 
the pulpit the whole congregation arose as if by pre- 
vious concert ; and struck up without the aid of the 
orchestra, a beautiful hymn, known to be one of his 
favourites, and sung the whole six verses it contains to 
a sweet and plaintive medody. The first and last of 
the six are these : — 

** In seasons of grief to my God I'll repair, 
When my heart is o'erwhelmed with trouble and care ; 
111 cry to the Saviour, who for me did die, 
Lead me to the Rock that is higher than L 
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" And when I behold Thee arrayed on Thy throne, 
I'll fall at Thy feet, and there cast my crown ; 
The malice of Satan and hell I'll defy, 
When safe on the Rock that is higher than I." 

Before the singing was finished Mr. Richardson was 
so deeply affected that he burst into tears, which he 
could not conceal ; and the sight of his emotion only 
intensified that which already existed on the part of 
the audience ; and it was not until a few minutes had 
passed that he was in a fit state to commence the ser- 
vice. He preached again in the evening of the same 
day with great power, to an overflowing congrega- 
tion; and several young men, — amongst others the 
son of a Wesleyan minister, — ^were given to him as 
seals to his ministry ; who subsequently honoured his 
instrumentality by their Chnatian consistency. He 
preached and assisted in holding several missionary- 
meetings in the villages during the following week ; 
took the pulpit in .Dunstable the next Sunday morn- 
ing, and thus reported home : — 

*» DvmtcMe, Nov. 29thy 1858.— I preached at Dun* 
stable yesterday monung, and in a village chapel at 
night — about half as laxge again as Tetford. The 
people began to crowd in at five o'clock ; I went at 
half-past five, and it was a long time before I could get 
through the crowd. There were many whose hearts the 
Lord inclined to begin to serve him, and amongst the 
rest a young gentleman who has been very gay, and a 
great sportsman. He is married and has four chil- 
dren. He has been to hear me from place to place 
during the past week, and last night he completely 
broke down and came out as a professed seeker of 
salvation. Thank God, the whole neighbourhood is 
all on a move." 

" Dunstable, Dec. 3rrf.-^I have so much to say- 
about the work of the Lord in this place that I knovr 
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not where to begin. There is much esrcitement both 
in town and country. There are many large establish- 
ments here where a great number of young people are 
employed in making hats and bonnets, and they have 
sent for me to visit some of them, to address the work- 
people, and pray with them. I was in one yes- 
terday, and am to visit another to-day. While I write, 
people are coming in to speak to me about their souls. 
On Sunday night the large chapel was crowded to 
excess. On Monday I preached four miles in the 
country in the afternoon, in a good-sized chapel which 
was crowded — and outside there was such a display of 
gigs and conveyances of all sorts as you never saw. In 
the evening we held the missionary-meeting. On Tues- 
day I did the same work in another direction, and in 
both places the collections were five or six pounds better 
than last year. Last night I preached again in town ; 
the people began to crowd in an hour before time ; and 
numbers who came from the country could not get in 
at alL I do not know the number of those who have 
professed to find salvation, but I believe hundreds have 
been brought to God, and very many will be added 
to the Society ; though not all of them who have got 
good, for many of them are Baptists and of other 
denominations ; but — Praise the Lord ! — they all 
belong to Christ" 

^^ Newa/rky Dec, ith, — They have worked me very 
hard at Dunstable, but thank the Lord, J am well. 
I left them in a blessed state. We have held i^ve 
missionary-meetings all up and down the circuit, and I 
have preached for chapels in several places. Other 
two young gentlemen, besides the one I named before, 
have been converted ; they have been to almost every 
place with me. I have enjoyed my visit very much. 
Dunstable is a nice town. The Sabbath is remarkably 
well kept, and almost everybody attends church or 
chapel. They kept me up till past one o'clock this 
morning, and I had to be u^) again by half-past four, 

T 
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80 that I am sleepy and tired, and must get to bed to 
be ready for my work here to morrow." 

** Newarky Bee 16^ 1858. — I have got a cold and am 
a little hoarsa I was at Luton on Tuesday to preach 
and hold a public meeting for the school The sport- 
ing gentleman who was converted at Dunstable came 
with his wife to hear me, and brought a fine goose in 
a basket for our Christmas dinner. The young people 
have sent you a nice new bonnet, and Mrs. Cooper has 
sent a new di'ess. The kindness of the people exceeds 
anything I ever saw. Well, praise the Lord for all 
his mercies. I hope to see you all on Saturday 
night." 

<< Truth ffom his lips prevail'd with double sway. 
And fools who came to scoff, remained to pray. 
The service past, around the pious man, 
"N^'ith ready zeal, each honest rustic ran ; 
E'en children foUow'd with endearing wile. 
And pluck'd his garb, to share the good man's smile: 
His ready smile, a parent's worth express'd, 
Their welfare pleased him, and their cares distressed I 
To them his heart, his love, his griefs, were given. 
But all his serious thoughts had rest in heaven.— G'o^cifmiCA. 



CHAPTER XV. 

** The most effectual way of preaching Christ is to preach him in 
all His offices, and to declare His law as well as His gospel, both 
to believers and unbelievers. Let us strongly and closely insist 
upon inward and outward holiness in all its branches."— /o&)& 

The year 1859 was as laborious azxd successful as any 
of Mr. Richardson's life. His popularity continued 
to increase ; and the letters of invitation he received 
from some of the most eminent ministers of the con- 
nexion must have been highly gratifying and encour- 
aging. In January he visited the Grimsby circuit and 
the town of Hull, where his labours were followed with 
the same blessed results as on former occasions. Night 
after night for a whole week, the large and beautiful 
Kingston chapel was crowded with hearers ; and a great 
number of people of all ages and conditions — some of 
them previously outcasts and reprobates — were bom 
for a better life : washed from their sins in the cleansing 
blood of Christ : took their place amongst His people, 
and remain in church fellowship until the present day. 
In the beginning of February he returned to Stockport, 
where he had been so successful the previous year ; and 
was made to rejoice by finding that many of those who 
had been brought to God at that time, were still in 
the way to heaven, and bad begun to make them- 
selves useful in connection with the church. Mr. 
Richardson rejoiced very much in his Stockport la- 
bours ; for just as a fisherman delights to cast his net 
in the midst of the passing shoal, sp he went to work 
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ia that populous town with a special asest and assurance 
of success ; knd every time he went there as one of 
Christ's fishers for men, he seemed to bring a larger 
draught ashore without injury to the net. His health 
was generally in good working order in that neighbour- 
hood ; and his minifitry was well adapted to the multi- 
tuded of young people who crowded to hear him« He 
thus writes about his labours : — 

" Stockportj Feb. 9th, 1859.— We have a very blessed 
work going on here again. On Sunday we collected 
dfc:38, which is more by £14 than last year. The 
chapel was crowded out on Sunday, and well tilled the 
last two nights. I left them a little before ten o'clock, 
and at that hour the communion-iuil was filled with 
penitent seekers of the mercy of God, and many were 
piaying in the vestry at the same time. The prayers 
of the friends, mingled with the groans and cries of 
the penitents, and the rejoicings of those who were 
made happy, were most delightful to hear. Thank 
God, there is a great number of those who were saved 
when I was here last year still standing. There are 
fifty of them meeting in class connected with this 
chapel ; and the work which then began has spread, 
and a great deal of good has been done in the large 
union Sunday school, where there are nearly five thou- 
sand children and young peopla The Lord's work 
and Holy Spirit got into that school when I was 
here, and I am told that there are perhaps hundreds 
of the young people who have been, since that 
time, converted to Gkxi. I have had a deputation of 
gentlemen to request me to preach in it next Friday 
night, and have consented. They tell me that I shall 
have a congregation of from three to four thousand 
people. The friends are pleased that I have had the 
invitation, as it is uncommon for a local preacher to 
officiate there.'' 

^^ Stockport, Feb. \^th. — I am staying now at Mr. 
Nightingale's. We had a glorious day on Sunday — 
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crowds upon crowds of people ; and crowds of peni- 
tent seekers of salvation. There has not been one 
night since I have been in Stockport but we have had 
the altar-rail filled with people anxiously seeking the 
kingdom of God. The leading men are much alive, 
and very useful. All sorts of sinners are getting con- 
verted. We had a man the other night who, some 
months ago, stole a horse, and has not been out of 
prison veiy long ; he has been a very bad man ; but 
the Loixl has broken his hard heart, and he was in 
deep distress on account of his sins : he wept and 
prayed and straggled long, and at last was made a 
partaker of pardoning mercy. A great number of 
fine young men are getting salvation ; and indeed 
there is a general movement amongst the people old 
and young. A churchman and his wife, a respectable 
cotton spinner, came to hear me several times last 
year, and they have come again this. Last night thoy 
sent a carriage to take me to their house to tea, and 
then sent me to chapel. We had a very happy after- 
noon together. I have just got a letter from a friend 
saying that a leading infidel was at chapel last night — 
a man who has been very actively instilling his wicked 
principles into the minds of the young men of the 
neighbourhood. His Httle daughter was with him, 
and she begged him to allow her to stay at the prayer- 
meeting, which he did, and it is thought the Lord 
has touched his heart. The friends tell me that a 
ftyeaX number of those saved last year stand fast ; and 
that some of the young men have begun to preach, and 
others to be very usefUl in various ways. Praise the 
Lord ! for His goodness. 

'0 Jesus, ride on till all are subdued.''' 

" Stoekporty Feb. ISth, — Last week was all good, but 
this has been better. Brunswick chapel is very large, 
and yet was more crowded last night, than I ever saw 
Kingston at Hull on a Sunday ; and for all the people 
were so jiacked, there was deep and solemn attention, 
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and a powerful influence seemed to pervade the 
whole mass. One man was enabled to believe in 
Christ to the saving of his soul while I was pread^i-- 
ing. Many big, stout men were weeping and sighing 
all the time. The altar-rail was filled with penitents 
all the night ; as soon as some found peace they re^ 
tired, and others took their places ; and so we went 
on till ten o'clock, when I left them, but a great nnm* 
her stayed much longer. It has been a wonderftil week 
for the manifestation of the power of God, indeed I 
might say a fortnight, for we have not had one failing 
time, they have been all blessed seasons of ffrace. 
I cannot enter into particulars or I could write afl day 
on the subject of this visit to Stockport." 

It is very much to be desired that he had written. 
'* all day '' on such a subject. The paper would have 
contained many fine illustrations of the living power 
of Christianity: iUustrations which cannot be too 
largely multiplied. Men want to see in the midst 
of them what a living &ith in Christ is able to accom- 
plish, and the more we can produce striking instances 
of conversion, the more swifbly will the Gospel spread 
and prevail in the world. There is no want of eocle- 
siiistical {esthetics, or intellectual achievements, in con- 
nection with the church of the present day; and if 
these were sufficient to secure vigour and progress to 
the Christian religion, then might we expect it to 
triumph as it never has done. But it is an undeniable 
fact, that as a mighty soul-renewing system, calculated 
to elevate the condition df mankind, and extirpate 
their vices, the Gospel works but feebly, and advances 
slowly. The grand desideratum of the church of 
Christ, just now, undoubtedly is, more of that " power 
from on high," which brings about immediate and 
visible results, and a vastly augmented number of 
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genuine conversions. What deeply interesting detailn 
must have been connected with the numerous conver- 
sions which took place at Stockport and elsewhere, by 
Mr. Ilichardson's instrumentality. As we count their 
number, we naturally wish to know something more 
about them. How many happy homes were thereby 
created; how many parents mourning over erring 
children, were effectually consoled ; how many vices 
were destroyed ; virtues engrafted, sorrows solaced, 
and new joys implanted ; how many young people, 
were rescued from impending ruin j how many back- 
slidei's, were reclaimed ; how many men and women, 
were raised up to be a life-long blessing to their families ; 
how many benefits such as these sprang out of the con- 
versions here set down, as taking place from three to 
thirty in a day, and that sometimes for several days in 
the same month, will never be told upon earth : their 
memorial has perished. But a forthcoming day will 
reveal all about them ; and the honoured instrument 
by whom they were effected, will have the whole to 
gem the crown of his rejoicing for ever and ever. The 
tbilowing accounts show the success which attended 
his labours in other places : — 

^^Mcmchester^ Feb. 23rc?, 1859. — ^The people are not in 
such a good stat« here as in Stockport ; but the Lord 
is with US. We had between thirty and forty persons 
deciding for God on Sunday night ; perhaps fifteen on 
Monday; and about twelve last night. Glory be to 
God ! Mr. Caughey is preaching not far from us '; 
and a great man from London is coming to the Baptist 
chapel ; so I expect to be robbed on all sides. Well ! 
I must go on, and work my way amongst them as well 
as I can." 

** London^ Marchy 25tlL — We had a good beginning 
on Sunday at Southwark chapel. It was h& full as it 
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conld hold. There were twelve peDitents in deep 
distress of soul ; several of them were clearly paiv 
doiied, and adopted into the feimily of Ood. London 
is a sad place for Sabhath-breaking, and all kinds of 
wickedness. It was quite shocking to see the butchers^ 
and greengrocers' shops on Sunday ; they were as busy- 
as on any day of the week ; and other dealers were 
crying things for sale in the public streets. I do hope 
we shall have a very gracious work, and many souls 
saved before I leave. The friends said we should not 
see so many people on other week-nights as on Monday^ 
because that is a leisure day ; but I preached in the 
great chapel on Wednesday, and the congregation was 
larger than before. I am preaching in four chapels 
this week ; I had rather have remained at one ; but 
we have a good many souls saved every night. Mr. 
Grose and all the friends work well, and seean very 
much united. They have made me promise to stay a 
week longer than I had intended.'' 

^Zandan^March 30th, 1859.— We are getting on well. 
The large chapel was crowded to excess on Sunday, 
just like as it was at Hull ; and blessed be the Lord, 
many souls were saved. On Monday night again there 
was a moving in the valley of vision, and several arose 
to praise the Lord. I^tst night I was in a small chapel, 
but we have not had one falling time yet. To-night I 
preach in the large chapel a^n. The people are much 
pleased at seeing such a good work going on, for they 
have not had the like for years ; and I feel very thank- 
ful to the Lord for giving me favour in the sight of the 
preachers and people, and for making His word the 
means of turning so many from darkness to light" 

" Londony April 4th, — I never was better in health 
than during this visit to London, and a very blessed 
work is going on. I have now been here a fort- 
night, and they will not let me leave, so I am staying 
another week. They say I am to come liume and 
fetch my wife, and live amongst them 1 The good 
work began the first Sunday night, and has been going; 
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on eyer sinoe. Laat night the large chapel was 
crowded ; I left them about ten o'clock when the altar- 
rail was full of men and women seeking salvation. I 
am particularly pleased with one thing, and that is, 
there are a great number of young men giving their 
hearts to God. I made the quarterly collection on 
Sunday, and they got near £9 more than the quarter 
before. In the morning £ went to hear Mr. Spurgeon 
in the Surrey Music Hall. There were about six 
thousand people to hear him ! It was a grand sight ; 
and I liked him on the whole very well. Every now 
and then he gave us a bit of rather highly seasoned 
Calvinism ; but he is a fine young man, and doing a 
great work : still it is a pity that he should spoil his 
usefulness." 

Mr. Richardson's labours in the Southwark circuit, 
were productive of such decidedly good results, and 
redounded so much to the advancement of Methodism, 
in regard to numbers and finances, as well as a revived 
spiritual life ; that a deep impression in his favour was 
produced iipon the ministers and principal friends. 
The circuit quarterly-meeting was held shortly after he 
left, over which the Rev. James Grose presided ; when 
a resolution of thanks and approbation, was unani- 
mously passed, and forwarded to him in the following 
respectful terms : — 

"Zowcfon, Jfay 23rrf 1869.— My dear Sir.— At the 
last quarterly-meeting of the Wesleyan ministers, 
trustees, and other officers of the Fourth London cir- 
cuit, held in the vestry of Southwark chapel, it was 
unanimously resolved ;—* That a vote of thanks be 
presented to Mr. Charles Richardson, for his most, 
useful and acceptable special services in this circuit, 
and that the same be communicated to him by the 
secretary.' 
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** I have great pleasure in conveying to jou this ejc*» 
premion of our friendship, and remain, dear sir, yoara^ 
sincerely, 

**Jomr RiLBT, HoH. Sec." 

Nothing could have been more gratifying to Mr. R. 
than the above ; it was a seasonable communieation, 
and very proper on the part of the quarteHy'^meetin^. 
Before leaving the neighbourhood of London, he visited 
Croyden, for the purpose of calling upon his beloved 
friend, the Hev. Thomas Dove, formerly a most sue- 
cesbful missionary of the cross in Western Africa, but 
who was then fast sinking into the grave, in premature 
decay. He found him very weak, but very happy, 
and patiently waiting on the banks of the river, for his 
Master's summons to a glorious immortality. The last 
house he left in town, before setting out for Croydon, 
was Mr. Haughton's. Mrs. H. had been taken aiann- 
ingly ill a day or two previously, and appeared at the 
time almost beyond hope of recovery. For years he had 
been strongly attached to tiiem both, and his heart was 
deeply affected with their suffering condition. From 
the bedside of sickness he went straight to Mr. Dove's, 
and found him, contrary to his expectation, upon tiie 
bed of death ; from which he was ^aartlj afterwards 
released, by " an abundant entrance into the everlast- 
ing kingdom* of Christ. His sympathies were greatly 
excited ; he wept and prayed for his friends^ and re- 
mained with Mr. Dove over the Sabbath, to comfort 
him, and take his place in the pulpit ; where he was 
comforted himself with great liberty in preaching, and 
by witnessing several persons awakened under the 
sermon, and induced to unite themselves to God and 
His Church. On his way into Lincolnshire, after 
leaving Croyden, he called at Kensworth, near Dun- 
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ex. stable, to preach die anniversary sermons for the Sun- 

09 day-sohool in that place. There he lodged in a large 

old house, and was informed/just as he was abont to 
' retire for the night, that the chamber he was to occupy 

1^ was said to be haunted. Such a piece of information 

^ might have been troublesome to some people, but to 

him it mattered very little. Ghosts seldom show them- 
I selves to men of his mould and mettle. He found a 

comfortable bed, and enjoyed a good night's rest, and 
at the dose of his Sunday's toil tempted the reputed 
spectre, by a second night's occupation of his domain ; 
and had to tell his hospitable friends next morning, 
that he thought they had nothing to dread, for that he 
had neither seen nor heard anything to disturb him. 
From Kensworth he proceeded to Sleaford, in order to 
render simikr service to the Sunday-school in that 
town ; and got to Mr. West*8, of Miningsby, not very 
&r from Tetford, on Good Friday, where he had a 
standing engagement to preach on that day, and which, 
for many years in successi(m, he was able to fulfil. 
After resting a day or two at home he proceeded to 
Manchester, to preach in Gravel-lane chapel ; and from 
thence to Sheffield, to make collections for a Sunday- 
school ; where a gentleman was so greatly pleased with 
the morning sermon, that he came to him in the vestry, 
shook him warmly by the hand, and expressed a wish 
^ that he might live till he was a hundred years old, to 
preach salvation in the way he had done that day." 
At Tansley, where he had preached and made collections 
for the chapel, for several years in succession, he found 
that the clergyman of the parish, had greatly increased 
the excitement connected with his annual visit, by 
publicly advising the people not to hear him. The con- 
sequence was, he had larger congregations than ever 
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before, and several sinneTB were brought to Go<L On 
the 24th of July he waa in the metropolis agaiii. A 
new chapel was opened in the Southwark circnit on the 
13th, and the dedicatory services were continued a/rer 
the two following Snndajs. After he had taken lils 
part, he wrote home in triumph to his wife informing 
her, that though two popular ministers had preceded 
him, £32 were collected when he preached, and only 
£33 at the services of the other two put together, and 
added, *^ It was a hard day ; I preached morning and 
evening, and led a lovefeast in the afiemoon, but they 
were blessed times. I felt very happy in preaching, 
and was so strong, and my voice so clear, that I thought 
I was returning to the days of my youth." He preached 
the chapel sermons at Bromley, in Kent, on the 26th ; 
and after staying a day or two with his friend, Mr. 
Whelpton, went to Eedditch, where he had anotJier 
hftrd day on the following Sabbath, and collected £19 
for the chapel ; and reached Tetford at the end of the 
same week, in good health. In the early part of August 
he was at Brigg, and the neighbourhood ; preaching 
for schools and missions ; then went to Bourne, where, 
at the request of the Baptist minister, he occupied his 
pulpit one night, and the Wesleyan the next ; and on 
the following Sunday, preached the annual Sunday- 
school sermons in Brunswick-chapel, Sheffield. He 
then spent a week in the Boston circuit, another in 
Bingham and the surrounding villages, a third at 
Armley, a fourth at Northampton ; preaching and 
making collections for various public objects on Sundays 
and week-days, and gathering seals to his ministry in 
every place. On the 22nd of October, he travelled a 
hundred miles, and reached Sheffield again, to preach 
at Atteroliffe on the following day. There he was 



^ ABUNDANT SUCCESS. 285 

itoU greatly encouraged. On both the Sunday and Monday 

^p evenings a krge number of persons were in distress, 

and he laboured hard and late to lead them to the 

Redeemer, and was made glad by seeing many of them 

^^ introduced into the kingdom of God. The next 

^j^ Sunday and the week after he spent at Buxton, preach- 

1^ ing six times, and holding five or six other services ; 

1 ^ in which he saw a young widow, who had just buried her 

^. husband, <sa8t her broken heart at the Saviour's feet ; 

and two brothers, fine full grown, young men, embrace 

Z the yoke and burden of the cross ; and a number of 

L " great big fellows, who were employed at the lime pits, 

^ two or three miles out of the town^ completely broken 

1 down, and weeping like women, on account of their 

« sins." On the 61^ of November he preached the annual 
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sermons for the Sunday-school atBarton-upon-Humber, 
V and rejoiced over ten conversions in the evening. He 

/ continued assisting the ministers of that circuit Up to 

the 30th, taking part in ten missionary-meetings, gene- 
rally preaching in the afternoon of the day, and labour- 
ing hard all up and down in the circuit, until he had to 
say '^ they have laid out too much work for me ;" an 
unusual admission for him to make, for work in the 
church wafi his greatest earthly delight But the 
weather was severely cold ; snow lay deep upon the 
ground, and he had often to return to Barton at ten 
or eleven o'clock at night, in an open gig, travelling 
six, eight, or ten miles, and this was too much for him, 
with a chest and throat so tender and susceptible of 
cold. Nevertheless, he determined to fulfil a long- 
standing engagement to preach at Rochdale, and 
there he continued during the first half of December, 
pi*eaching for the day-school and missions, and 
labouring with the zeal and energy of a young 
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man to bring nnnera to the Saviour. He bad 
never been in^ Rochdale before, but bis fame bad 
preceded him, and laige congregations filled the 
Union-street chapel several times to hear him. The 
keen frost which prevailed seriously aggravated his 
cough, and he was plainly insufficient in a physical 
sense, for the work he had to do. But still the Lord 
was with him ; a very gracious and hallowing influence 
accompanied the Word ; and many persons were deeply 
impressed with eternal things. Sevwal clear conver- 
sions took place ; and when the time of his departure 
arrived, he left never to return, but followed by the 
blessings and sympathies of a people, who greatly 
admired his abilities as a preacher, and his seal for the 
Lord of Hosts ; leaving behind him spiritual children, 
who will cherish his memory to the end of their lives, 
— and so the labours of 1859 were brought to a close. 

After his return to Tetford the weather continued 
very trying, cold and changeable, and he was under €he 
necessity of shutting himself up until the beginning of 
February. The friends at Stockport were anxious to 
see him in their midst once more, and he was as anxious 
to go ; and though doubtful as to the propriety of the 
venture, as soon as the weather became a little milder, 
he sallied forth in the name of the Lprd, taking his 
life in his hand, glad to spend and to be spent in 
<* publishing the sinner's friend." The statie of his 
health and the condition of his mind during this period 
of winter retirement, is well set forth in the following 
commnnication to a friend : — 

« Tetford, Jem. 2f««, I860.— Your kind letter found me 
at home» where I have been a full month very unwell. 
I was quite broken down in the sliai'p frosts of Decem- 
ber, and my asthma became so bad that I could hold 
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Up no longer. My cough has been very distressing, 
my breathing bad, and at times I have scarcely hcbd 
strength to walk. I often think my preaching days are 
almost done ; and yet I hope that if the weather be- 
comes milder I i^U improve again. O ! I do hope 
and pray, that the Lord may strengthen and bless me 
with power to labour a little longer in his vineyard. 
I have a fine field of usefulness before me, and I have 
a mind to work in it I love my Master ; and I love 
His service. No man in this world has a finer sphere, 
or a better prospect of doing great good than I have. 
May the Lord bless and help me to be &ithful to the 
last. My heart does bum with love to God my Saviour, 
and the precious souls of men, even while I write. Mr. 
Mc. Kenny has written to say they want me to preach at 
the opening of the new chapel at Sutton, and to make 
a collection for it in Hull, but I have not given him a 
promise. For I must see how I can stand work when 
I begin again, before I make engagements. I have had 
letters from two London circuits also, but I am afraid 
to promise any one. I hope to be able to go to Stock- 
port in February, and after that I shall see what I can 
do for you. I am thankful to say my wife and children 
are all well, praise the Lord ! '' 

On the first of February he was so far restored as to 
preach to his Tetford friends; on the third, he left 
home and preached at West Ashby, where, after the 
service, a woman came to him with tears of gratitude 
and several small presents. She had foimerly resided 
in the Gainsbro' circuit ; and many years previously, 
her daughter had been converted to God under his 
ministry, but had since died happy in the Lord. The 
next day he arrived at Stockport, and the following 
Tuesday wrote thus : — 

"Stockport, Feb. 7«A.— The first time I preached 
here for the school, the collection was j£18 ; the 
last year it was £29; this time it amounts to £41. 
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There were fleven or eight on Sundajwho found the 
Lord to the joj of their souls ; and we had crowded 
congregations all daj. Last night twenty persons were 
thoroughly convinced of sin, so far as I could judge, 
and were seeking salvation with all their hearts ; we had 
plenty of praying men and women to assist, and a good 
many were made happy, and went home rejoicing in 
God. The congregation was very large last nighty and 
deeply serious and attentiva lliere are very many who 
come to me to shake hands who got good the last two 
years that I have heen here, and who are now both 
happy and useful — men and their wives: old and 
young people. There were four potters who got reli- 
gion last year — strong, stout, broad, big men, and they 
are now full of zeal and fire, and are some of the best 
helpers I have. One of them has begun to preach, 
and is quite a talented man, though he has only had 
religion a year. Well, praise the Lord 1 we have a fine 
prospect of another blessed week." 

" Stockport, Feb. lOth, I860.— I think I am quite as 
well as when I left houie, and we have had a blessed 
week. Last night, the congregation crowded the 
chapel. How many have got saved I do not know, 
but there are acorea ! On Sunday next I am to preach 
ouoe only, for the other school, so I shall not have 
H liard day." 

^' llarulforthy Feb, \Uh, — Here I am at Mr. Bar- 
low's, seven miles from Stockport. On Sunday I 
preached in the afternoon for the school, and then they 
pressed me to preach in Brunswick chapel at night 
It had not been given out until the afternoon that I 
was to preach again, but the people came pouring in, 
and I had a blessed time ; at. the close of the sermon 
the communion-rail was filled with earnest seekers of 
salvation in a very little time. I left them after nine 
o'clock going on gloriously, for there was plenty of 
help ; and I felt I had done enough for my strength 
that day ; but I am a good deal better than when I 
left home. I praise the Lord for past mercies, and 
trust Him for cdl that's to come." 
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Of the numbers who were awakened and brought to 
the Saviour by Mr. Richardson's ministry, some, as 
;uK9r may be expected, *^ wearied in well-doing," and after 
.»^' a season "fell away;" but it would imply a denial of 
^Cies f^^ ^ assume that the greater part disappeared. 
Abundant proof to the contrary has already been sup- 
plied, and ought to furnish a sufficient answer, to those 
who object to such methods and proceedings as what he 
L^: usually adopted ; as some do, on the ground that the re- 
j^i sultsai*eonlytemporary,andthegooddone moreinappear- 
ir m ance than in reality. Such objections are frequently 
00 >^ heard ; but most certainly they are groundless, as far as 
^^ the results of his labours were concerned. In the foUow- 
'**' ing July, a friend wrote to him from Stockport stating, 
. ^, that at a lovefeast held in one of the large chapels the 
„f day before, several persons had spoken, and testified to 
the good they had derived from his ministry ; and that 
l$- at the same time, one of the class-leaders had said, that 
<'''' out of the twenty -three young persons meeting with 
""^ him, nearly all had been brought in under Mr. Rich- 
ardson. Similar testimonies might easily be multiplied. 
^' There are many Wesleyan ministers now living, who 

have had ample opportunities of observing and testing 
the fruits and consequences of his labours in various 



^ parts of the kingdom, and would cheerfully bear wit- 

ness to the genuineness and permanence of the effects 
he produced. 

After leaving Stockport, he visited Manchester, 
Grantham, Worksop, Sleaford, Dunstable, Melton- 
Mowbray, Tansley, and some other places during the 
next five months ; but was plainly in feeble and varia- 
ble health, and unequal to the exertions he had previ- 
ously put forth. He was now in his 70th year, and 

u 
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liis physical strength was evideDtly abated. Writing 
to a friend, he said : — 

'* Tet/ord, August 28th, I860.— I am thankful to saj 
that I am a great deal better than I was in the winter ; 
but I have not done much work this year. I have not 
laboured half the time ; and am now going to rt^st 
three weeks, in order to get as strong as I can^ and be 
ready for work at the latter end of the year, which is 
the best time.'' 

Still, however, in the smaller amount of labour 
which he performed during the period he refers to^ 
he was cheered with unmistakable tokens of the favour 
and blessing of his Master. In the month of March 
he spent some time at Preston, near Hull, and was 
permitted to rejoice over several conversions — ^five in 
one day — and while thankful to God for these, was 
somewhat discouraged because there were no more. 
In April he was at Sleaford, preaching and making 
collections, and for three nights in succession was 
directing penitents to the Lamb of €k)d, several of 
whom on each occasion were made partakers of the 
joy of saving faith. In May he preached at Luton, 
Dunstable, and Kensworth, to large congregations, and 
the power of God was present both to wound and 
to heal. On Sunday the 6th of the month the Rev. 
W. J. Tweddle was expected to preach anniversary- 
sermons at Leegrave, but was prevented by a serious 
accident which he met with in travelling by railway ; 
Mr. Richardson, however, cheerfully took the vacant 
place — several persons were awakened under the ser- 
mons he preached ; and he was greatly refreshed by 
the stability and spiritual progress, which he observed 
in some who had been brought to the Saviour, during 
previous visits to that* neighbourhood. In June he 
visited Tansley, for the tenth time, preaching the 
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annual sermons for the chapel to larger congrega- 
tions than ever before — and Wysall also, where " the 
power of God came down upon the people and many- 
were weeping and crying for mercy." On the 6th of 
August, he conducted three services at Redditch, where 
** the people gave their money as he had never seen 
them do before ; and eight or nine poor penitents were 
seeking the gate of life, like those who seek for hidden 
treasures, and most of them found peace." On the 
24th of September he opened a new chapel at Stan- 
nington, near Sheffield, in conjunction with the Rev. 
John Eglinton ; and in the early part of October, 
spent a fortnight at Armley, where he recorded, " We 
have not had a barren time, the power of the Holy 
Ghost is present to save, and many are seeking and 
finding salvation." In the latter part of the month 
he went to Northampton, from whence he wrote home 
under the date of October 29th, 1860, as follows :— 

" Yesterday the house of God was so crowded at 
night that many could not get in. I. have not heard the 
amount of the collections; but seven earnest seekers got 
on board the life-boat, and were very happy. We have 
a speaking-meeting to-iiight. Dr. Waddy is coming 
to-morrow to open a chapel in the neighbourhood, and I 
am going into the country, in an opposite direction, to 
be out of the way. On Wednesday and Thursday I 
hope to preach again. I praise the Lord that I stand 
my work so well, and hope to see a great deal more 
good done before I leave." 

This visit to Northampton was productive of results 
far beyond what might be inferred from the above 
brief and modest account ; and the same remark may 
be made respecting many of the foregoing notices. 
They are simple jottings and bare outlines, originally 
designed for the perusal of none but the members of 
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bis own £itmily, and intended to be supplemented by 
oral commanications. Mr. Berry, of Faversham, well 
remembers this visit to Northampton, where he resided 
at the time, and states, that Mr. Richardson preached 
uith great effect on the morning of the 28th of October, 
fi*om 1. Peter ii. 6 : ** Behold, I lay in Zion a chief 
comer-stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth 
on him shall not be confounded." In discoursing from 
this passage, he sought to illustrate how both Jews and 
Gentiles find in Christ a common bond, by which they 
become united into a holy, spiritual temple for God to 
dwell in. Closing the Bibld upon the pulpit cushion, 
with the back towards his left hand, and running his 
fingers along the upper edge, from the left to the right 
comer, he said : — '^ Here we shall suppose the blessed 
Jesus stands as ' the chief comer-stone.' The Jew 
comes to him this road, — ^passing his hand along the 
top-edge ; — and the Gentile this, pointing to the fore- 
edge; — and thus both meet in him, and become 
cemented together by the influence which binds 
them to the Saviour ; and thus, notwithstanding 
national prejudices and peculiarities, they are made 
into one spiritual house, beautiful and radiant with 
the divine presence." The whole service was richly 
evangelical and most impressive. In the evening his 
discourse was founded upon Acts viiL 5 — 8. The 
chapel was tremendously crowded, and the singing 
was grand. The volume of soun<j[ was so powerful 
that it burst a large square of glass in one of the 
windows, with a noise almost like the report of a gun, 
which for a few moments threw some of the audience 
into a state of alarm. On the following evening a 
large tea-meeting was held, succeeded by addressee in 
"*"^ '^Hpel, from various ministers and friends. Mr. 
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Richardson delivered a highly characteristic and telling 
speech, in which he made a beautiful use of Ezekiel's 
vision of the river flowing from the temple, ever deep- 
ening, widening, and vitalizing as it flows. He parti- 
cularly addressed himself to the young, calling upon 
them to become decided for God, and united to His 
church. He introduced several appropriate and well- 
told anecdotes ; and amongst others recited an account 
of the ancient Spartans, who, at one of their annual 
festivals, are sa\d to have walked in public proces- 
sion in the presence of their chief magistrates — ^the 
old men, bending beneath the burden of years, leading 
the way, and chanting as they passed, the following 
words set to martial music : — 

" We have been, is days of old, 
Wise and strong, and brave and bold.'' 

Then came the middle-aged men, who took up the 
strain and sung: — 

" As ye were in days of yore, 
We at present are, and more." 

And last of all came the youth, in the flower of their 
age, shouting as they passed : — 

'* Hereafter, at our country's call, 
We promise to excel you all." 

Mr. Richardson gave the piece with dramatic 
power, and was enthusiastically cheered by the audi- 
ence. On the 30th he preached at Moulton — about 
four miles out in the countiy — afternoon and evening. 
One of the texts was Isaiah, IxL 1 : ^* To proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound.'' Impressions were produced 
under that sermon which will never be forgotten. On 
the Wednesday and Thursday he preached again to 



294 LONDON POPULARITY. 

large congregations in Northampton. All the even- 
ing sermons were followed by prayer-meetings, re- 
markable for the blessed influences by which they 
were pervaded, and the good accomplished. During 
the week many souls entered into Qospel liberty. One 
very remarkable case came to his knowledge : a man 
who had formerly been a member of Society, but had 
become a backslider, and continued in that state for a 
considerable time, was awakened to a perception of 
his sin and danger, and was in extreme distress of 
soul. He was employed upon one of the railways, 
and was in such a state of mental wretchedness while 
at work, that he was sorely tempted, as he afterwards 
said, to lay himself down before a. passing train ; but 
he saw the open pit into which he was tempted to 
rush, and was afraid to do it He came again and 
again to hear Mr. Kichardson, and the last evening 
he preached in the town, after long and agonizing 
prayer, he found peace to his soul, and was made ex- 
ceedingly happy. 

From Northampton the venerable evangelist went 
home for a few days' rest, and to prepare for another 
visit to the metropolis, where he was again urgently 
requested to preach and make collections. His earnest 
and successful labours had made him to be greatly 
valued in several of the London circuits ; both minis- 
tera and laymen bid him welcome in the name of the 
Lord, and cheerfully co-operated with him. The more 
he was known, the more he was loved and confided in ; 
and he was found to be quite as able to act upon the 
])opulation of London as of the provinces. The seething 
masses of the gi'eat city needed a Jonah or a Boanerges 
to arouse them ; and if his trumpet tongue could alarm 
sinnere, and bring them to Christ, he was free to. 
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do his best anywhere. During this visit, which 
lasted neariy five weeks, he laboured in the South- 
wark, Spitalfields, and City-road circuits. On the first 
Sabbath he preached the anniversary-sermons for the 
chapel in Long-lane ; and after conducting various ser- 
vices in the circuit for a fortnight, preached for the 
Spitalfields Trust Estate ; and then went to Radnor- 
street school, in connection with City-road chapel ; 
where for several days in succession he preached and 
held meetings with most encouraging success. On one 
of the Sundays spent at Radnor-street, he was invited 
by the superintendent of the circuit to occupy 
pity-road pulpit in the forenoon ; an invitation with 
which he felt himself to be greatly honoured, and 
which it is pleasant to reflect upon now that he has 
finished his course. Peasant preacher that he was — 
and notwithstanding the friction of many years inter- 
course with all classes of people, he was still peasant- 
like, both in dress and address — ^yet there was nothing 
to prevent him standing as an ambassador for Christ, 
in the honoured place where so many of the illustrious 
dead have stood. He gloried in the Methodism of the 
last century, and in the noble men whose names are 
so closely identified with the history of City-road ; and 
it was a profound gratification to him to be in- 
vited to occupy a pulpit which had so many venerable 
associations connected with it. The following was 
addressed to his children, whom he was ever anxious to 
inspire with the love of Methodism : 

*^ London^ City-road, Dec, \2thy 1860 — I am thankful 

to say that I am very well. Praise the Lord ! I have 

i been here a month, and I am better than when I left 

I home, for the air of London always seems good for my 

health. I began by preaching in Southwark, and they 

say we had nearly two thoiisand people in the chapel 
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the first night. The collections were near £25. A 
few floals were saved and brought to €k>d at the same 
tima I remained a fortnight, preadiing there and at 
Silver-streety and good was done every time. Two 
young men were converted at Silver-street — one of 
them the son of a local-preacher — and they both b^;an 
immediately to pray and work for the conversion of 
sinners. The following Sunday night we had twenty 
persons in deep distress on account of their souls ; 
before we left the chapel eight of them were filled with 
peace and joy, and went home to tell their friends * what 
great things Jesus had done for them.' I then went to 
Spitalfields — a large old chapel built by French refugees^ 
all silk weavers, who were obliged by religious persecu- 
tion, to fly to this country to save their lives; they 
settled here, and built this chapel — there I spent a 
week. On Sunday the place was crowded, and they 
got good collections. The influence of the Holy Spirit 
was present both to awaken and convert, for there were 
many saved that night. All the week the congrega- 
tions were good, and many sinners were brought to 
God. On Sunday last I began my labours here, by 
preaching in the large school-room belonging to the 
City-road congregation. On the Saturday mght Mr. 
Lomas sent to ofifer me City-road pulpit the next 
morning ; and your poor old &ther, having a little of 
the old Adam left in him, or a little innocent vanity, 
thought he would climb to the top of the tree just once 
in his life. Mr. Wesley built the chapel and often filled 
the pulpit. All our great men have preached in it, and 
many of them lie buried around Mr. Wesley in the 
graveyard behind. Well, I accepted the offer ; there 
was a capital congregation, and praise the Lord ! he 
was with me ; and while J was preaching, a woman 
found peace with Cod. She had been groaning some 
time under the burden of her sin ; and while I pointed 
out the way to Christ, she was enabled to lay hold upon 
Him as her Saviour. When the service was over, she 
«ft* q.uother person to come with her into the vestry to 
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thank me for the sermon, and tell me what the Lord 
had done for her soul. She is a fine woman, and has 
been an actress on the stage. The Lord establish the 
work he has begun. The same night I commenced in 
the school-room, which was crowded; and the place 
seemed full of sympathy, and solemn, tender feeling. 
A woman cried out aloud for mercy while I was 
preaching ; and as soon as I came down from the desk, 
she came at once to the penitents' bench, and was soon 
followed by others, until we had about twenty persons 
kneeling, and praying with all their might for God to 
reveal Himself as their Saviour ; and most of them 
obtained a sense of his pardoning love. It was a 
blessed night Monday and Tuesday have been similar 
occasions ; the people are very attentive, and the Lord 
is in our midst I have two more nights to spend 
with them, and I doubt not they will be glorious. 
Last night they held the ' Strangers' Friend ' annual 
meeting in the Morning chapel — a large room adjoining 
the great chapel, in which Mr. Wesley used to preach 
at five o'clock in the morning. Mr. Lomas sent me a 
ticket, and a pressing invitation. When I got there I 
was very kindly greeted by the preachers and friends, 
and had a long conversation with Mr. L. He inquired 
how long I had been labouring in this way, and asked 
if I kept a diary, and said, * You ought to do so.' When 
tea was over they requested me to speak ; but as I had 
to preach at half-past seven, I spoke only about twenty 
minutes, and then posted off to the school-room. It was 
full of people, and we had not less than twenty peni- 
tents. There is a great deal of good in London ; but 
oh 1 the wickedness which also prevails. In Spitalfielda 
alone, there are thousands of thieves, pocket-pickers, 
and prostitutes. One whole street is full of them, and 
the policemen dare not go up it singly, but go two and 
two together ; and yet the city-missionary goes by him- 
self and they never touch him. Not long since he had 
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I his pocket handkerchief stolen, but before he left the 

street it was brought back to him by some one who 
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said the pereon who took it was a new comer and did 
not know him. On Sunday morning, as we went to 
chapel, we had to go through a public market, and it 
was shocking to behold the butchers' and greengrocers' 
shops, surrounded with crowds of people all in their 
work-day clothes, with baskets in their hands, just as 
ou market-days ; and at night when we left the chapel 
the lai^ gin-palaces were blazing with light, and were 
full of people, with crowds all about the outside, so that 
we could hardly pass on. The place seems to me to be 
a real Sodom. Only, thank God, there are Abrahams 
to pray for it, and many a Moses to stand in the gap. 
Amidst all I see and do, I do not forget you, and often 
bring you to a throne of grace with a father's feelings. 
My comfort depends upon your happiness. I want you 
to be pious and upright, and useful members of society, 
serving God and preparing for heaven. It is only one 
o'clock, but I can hardly see to write, the day is so 
dark and thick. I hope to get home some time next 
week." 

" Who shall the will and work divine oppose ? 
His stren^h with his increasing labour grows : 
Workman and work the* Almighty hath prepared. 
And, sent of Gk)d, the servant must be heard, 
Rush through the opening door, on sinners call. 
Proclaim the truth, and offer Christ to all. 
Roused from the sleep of death, a countless crowd 
(Whose hearts like trees before the wind are bow'd) 
Press to the hallow'd courts with eager strife. 
Catch the convincing word, and hear for life. 
Parties and sects their endless feuds forget. 
And fall and tremble at the Preacher's feet ; 
Prick'd at the heart, with one consent inquire. 
What must we do to' escape the never-dying fire." -C. Wedeif. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

" From the begmning they had been taught both the law and the 
Gk>8pel. * Qod loves you ; therefore love and obey Him. Christ 
died for you ; therefore die to sin. Christ is risen ; therefore rise 
in the image of Qod, Christ liveth evermore ; therefore live to God 
till you live with Him in glory.' So we preached and so you be- 
lieved. This is the Bcriptv/raZ loay; the Methodist toay ; the irut way' 
God grant we may never turn therefrom to the right hand or to the 
\Qft:'— John Wetley, Works, vol. ii., p. 486. 

Mb. Eichabdson got home according to his expectation 
a week before Christmas, and was obliged to remain 
there until the commencement of the following March. 
The severe weather of mid-winter was more than his 
impaired constitution could endure, and a great part of 
that time he was shut up a close prisoner in his cottage 
home. When able to go forth, however, he was always 
intent upon doing some good, and was practically mind- 
ful of the instruction of St. James, that — '' Pure religion 
and undefQed before Gk>d and the Father is this, to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world." Not a few aged 
and afflicted persons were comforted by his visits, and 
encouraged in the midst of their afflictions and poverty 
to trust in the Saviour. Nor did he visit them empty- 
handed. He had not much to give away ; but the little 
that he had was freely bestowed, and made his words of 
consolation all the sweeter. During these constrained 
hybernations of the last few years of his life, the mem- 
bers of his own family greatly enjoyed his society. He 
was a devoted father, and was dearly loved by his chil- 
dren. His ripe experience and varied information made 
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hui conversation peculiarly attractive ; and he songhlr 
every opportanitj to influence the minds of those about 
him, in fsivour of entire devotedness to the service of 
Qod. His private manners and conversation were a 
beautiful exemplification of a mature Christian, and led 
many who came near him not only to admire the 
Chnstian character, but also to glorify God on his 
account. After being shut up within doors for several 
weeks, he wrote to one of his friends as follows : — 

" Tet/ordy Jam,. 22ndy 1861. — I am sorry to say that 
I am in a poor state of health. I came here the week 
before Christmas, quite broken down ; and I have never 
been out of the house since until yesterday, when I 
went just to the post-office. The weather has been 
very severe, and my cough and chest have been so very 
bad I could neither lie in bed nor sit up with any ease. 
The weather however is finer and milder at present, 
and I hope I shall be better again. In looking over 
my list of labours for last year, I see that I was 
twenty-eight weeks at home out of the fifty-two. If I 
do go out to labour for two or three weeks, I come 
home almost worn out. I could wish myself young 
again if it were the Lord's will, I have such a fine field 
of usefulness before me, but He knows what is best. 
Praise the Lord ! though confined at home, I am very 
happy, and my dear wife and I have blessed seasons at 
the family altar." 

With the first breath of spring he was again obedi- 
ent to his marching orders, and went to Stockport to 
preach on behalf of the Sunday-school, and gather more 
spiritual fruit in that field which had been so abun- 
dantly productive before. After being there a few days 
he reported to head-quarters thus : — 

^^Stochporty Mwrch 5tL — ^We had crowded congrega- 
tions on Sunday, and the collections were X47. There 
were many in deep distress in the evening, seeking the 
Lord with all their hearts. I left the chapel at half- 
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past nine o'clock, ivhen the altar-rail was full of 
penitents. Last night we had the best Monday night 
congregation I have seen all the four years I have 
come here." 

" Stockporty Mwrch %ik. — We have had a wonderful 
week ; there never has been such congi-egations before 
when I have been here. Last night the chapel was 
crammed full all over, and there was a mighty influ- 
ence upon the people. The prayer leaders looked ill, 
through the deep and powerful feeling which prevailed; 
the friends say they never saw or felt anything like it. 
I do not know how many have got saved, but there is 
a good number. You may remember that the first 
time I was here, Mr. Allen, the superintendent minister, 
had a son who was converted. He has now another 
son in this town serving his apprenticeship ; his mother 
wrote to beg him to be sure and hear me preach, and, 
thank God, last night the young man was brought to 
know the God of his father, and was made happy in His 
love. Mr. Foley is so delighted that he has just come 
in from the telegraph office, where he has been to send 
word to Portsmouth, where Mr. Allen now resides, 
that the lad is converted ; for he knows it will make 
both father and mother so happy, he thinks the sooner 
they know it the better ; so for once the wires will pro- 
claim good news." 

" Decm-RoWy Mwrch \Wi, — I am stopping here with 
Mr. Barlow ; the whole family are very much affected 
with Mrs. Barlow's death. She was always timid and 
afraid of dying, but when she came to the last, she was 
wonderfully supported, and said that she never thought 
she could have felt so happy in the act of dying. She 
went home to glory, literally singing and praising God. 
We have had a very blessed time at £Eimily prayer this 
morning. I am thankful to say I am tolerable, my 
chest is a little sore, but I am going to rest here for a 
few days. The Wilmslow anniversary on Sunday was 
the best they have ever had ; and the last was the happiest 
week I ever spent in Stockport, There has not only 
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been many sinners saved, bat the whole oongregatdoB. 
seems to have been quickened and stirred up." 

Sabseqnent labours in other places were described as 
follow : — 

" Partney, Ma/rch 24:th, 1861. — We had a very good 
day yesterday : were full in the morning, a capital love- 
feant in the aflemoon, and so packed full at night that 
many had to go away unable to get in. Six or seven 
found salvation, and were made very happy. I con- 
tinued with them till between nine and ten o'clock." 

" Bridge/ordj May lOth, — I have now finished my 
labours here. We have had a happy week, good con- 
gregations, and many souls have been saved. I have 
preached three nights this week, and am very well after 
my labour. I am staying with Mr. Mason. The whole 
family are in the way to heaven, and are very kind and 
attentive to my wants." 

" Boughtouy May Slat. — The Lord is with us here, 
and we have seen much good done. They have 
raised over X40, and a few souls have passed from 
death into life. Last night I preached at Faversham, 
in a good new chapel to a large congregation ; and I have 
greatly enjoyed my visit to Mr. and Mrs. Gough. They 
have a beautiful house situated in a most lovely coun- 
try ; fine hills and dales, cherry orchards, and hop 
gardens extend for hundreds of acres in all directions. 
There are nightingales in the trees all around the 
house, and they sing me to sleep every night." 

Mr. Richardson was greatly pleased with the county 
of Kent, and very much admired its soft and beautiful 
scenery. He had a keen relish for nature ; and very 
frequently enriched his discourses with metaphors and 
compaiisons suggested by objects which he met with in 
his travels. He had a marvellous facility in adapting 
himself as a public speaker to the circumstances by 
which he was surrounded, < and seldom failed to avail 
himself of what was most familiar to the minds of his 
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hearers, in order to make the truths of the Gospel 
more impressive. In Kent, whilst surrounded with 
orchards and gardeners, he selected for his subject, the 
first time he preached during this visit, " the Parable 
of the barren fig-tree;" and in expounding it, gave 
illustrations so very natural and gi*aphic, as to capti- 
vate his hearers and seal the truth of God upon many 
a heart. A gentleman who was present on the occa- 
sion states, that after giving a description of the fig- 
tree of Palestine, he remarked : — " But fig-trees are 
not common in this country ; let us therefore take the 
apple-tree to illustrate the text No doubt I have 
many gardeners here who can judge of the correctness 
of what I say. You take an apple-tree of some choice 
and valuable kind, and plant it in a favoured spot ; 
you tend it carefully and patiently and wait until it is 
well grown, and don't force it to bear fruit too soon. 
But after years of patient toil all your expectations 
are blighted. The tree makes plenty of wood and 
looks healthy to the eye, but there is no fruit forth- 
coming — or very little, and that of an inferior sort. 
You study the case,, and are at a loss for some time to 
tell what is the matter, ^t last you resolve to cut it 
down ; but before you do so, some one interferes and 
advises a little longer patience, and you try it another 
season. But it is all in vain; you find little or no 
fruit, and are grieved, and say — * What is the use of 
waiting any longer ; cut it down ; why cumliereth it 
the ground!' But before you employ the axe, the 
thought strikes you that you had better examine the 
roots ; and upon removing the soil find a large tap- 
root running right away down into the earth, dmining 
off the nourishment and sap from the tree quite in the 
wrong direction ; and what ought to be diffused 
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through the branches, and deyeloped in fruit, is drained 
down into the ground. Tou now find out the cause of 
barrenness, and proceed at once to remove it. You 
cut the taproot unsparingly, and make the tree sit 
loose to the earth. Then you begin afresh to apply 
manure and fill in the soil, and wait to see the result ; 
and very soon find a wonderful change for the better. 
The tree rapidly improves, and ultimately becomes as 
fruitful and valuable as what you at first expected.'' 

The preacher was quite at home' upon such a sub- 
ject ; he had considerable knowledge of gardening, and 
well knew not only how to illustrate a truth, but also 
how to apply it to the hearts and consciences of his 
hearers. Having excited a deep interest by the fore- 
going remarks, he proceeded to show " that the earthly 
affections of the human soul are taproots which drain 
away its life and energies, and prevent spiritual fruit- 
fulness ; and that all the means of grace — the influ- 
ences of truth, the strivings of the Holy Spirit, and 
the dispensations of Providence, frequently produce 
little or no good impression, and seem to be all in vain, 
because of a pernicious taproot which counter-works 
the operations employed by God to bring mankind 
to Himself ; and tlmt he has oftentimes to use the 
pruning knife, and somewhat roughly cut away the 
objects upon which men place their afiections; and 
even to lacerate their tendetest feelings, in order to 
secure their salvation and bring them to heaven." 

A very deep impression, as may be expected, was pro- 
duced by this sermon upon the Kentish gardeners and 
others who were present ; sighs and tears and audible 
amens prevailed throughout the chapel; and several 
careless, worldly-minded persons, wei^e deeply convinced 
of sin and aroused to think about their eternal interests. 
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On the following Sunday, May 26tli, he preached 
from Numbers xiiL 20, in the morning ; and in the. 
evening from " The Queen of Sheba^s visit to Solomon." 
Both sermons were very powerful and awakening; and 
a gloiious prayer-meeting, at which several persons 
found the mercy of God, closed the day. On Monday, 
the 27th, he preached again in the afbemoon from 
^Thiu Man receiveth sinners." A large tea-meeting 
followed, in which he took part ; and preached in the 
evening from Prov. v. 11 — "And thou mourn at the 
last" — ^a very solemn sermon. On Tuesday he was a 
bearer of the Rev. £. Light wood ; on Wednesday 
preached once more at Boughton ; and on Thursday 
delivered a telling sermon at Faversham on " The 
parable of the two sona" From thence he went to 
Sittingboume, where he had never been before ; to 
preach on Sunday, June 2nd ; when he conducted three 
services in connection with the Sunday-school anni- 
versary, with great efficiency and good succesa This 
was the last place which he added to that extensive 
circle of labour, which had now been enlarging for 
many years ; but he i-endered good service to Metho- 
dism by the three or four visits which he subsequently 
paid ; and helped not a little to promote the erection 
of the commodious new chapel in that town, which was 
the last of the many Christian sanctuaries he assisted 
to open and dedicate to the worship of Almighty God. 

During this visit into Kent an incident occurred of 
special and permanent interest, which well deserves 
being placed upon record. It has been stated move 
than once, tliat Mr. Eichardson was a man of prayer, 
and had, Jacob-like, power with God. Throughout 
his whole career he steadily sustained that high charac- 
teristic, and it gloriously sustained him in his life of 
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usefulness, and persevering endeavours to promote 
religion amongst men. Answers to prajer very many, 
and very marked, encouraged him to ^^come boldly to 
the throne of grace'' — as is always the case with those 
who go there frequently and earnestly. Instances illus- 
trative of his " prevailing power with Gkxl" were oftea 
observed during his life, and the following is given on 
the testimony of reliable parties, who were personally 
acquainted with the particulars : — A £Birmer and hop- 
planter in the neighbourhood of Faversham, who waa 
in stittitened circumstances, and had a large &.mi]y and 
an invalid daughter to maintain, was wishful to see 
him ; and was visited on Friday, May 31st. The fly- 
blight, which sometimes destroys whole crops of the* 
hop plant, had that year settled upon the dinner's 
plantation, and there was every prospect of ruin befoi'e 
him. After some conversation on the subject, Mr. 
Kiehardson wentover the grounds, and saw the ravages 
already effected, and which were every day becoming 
worse and worse. He proposed to return to the fitrm- 
house, and lay the matter before Ood in prayer ; and 
this was done. The whole fiimily were gathered 
together ; and he prayed long and earnestly that God 
would be pleased to interfere, and in pity rescue the 
man and his children from the impending calamity ; 
and especially requested, "that the curious insects 
which were destroying the dear man's crops, and with 
them, the means of supporting bis family, might be 
destroyed." He then bid them an affectionate fare- 
well, leaving them all encouraged and hopeful: and 
strange to say — let the fact be accounted for as it may 
— " the curious insects" shortly afterwards disappeared ; 
the hops recovered from the blight, and that year the 
farmer had an unusually plentiful crop, while in every 
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direotion all around the country, the plantations 
suffered severely from the blighting " curious insects." 

Yes, prayer has lost none of its power ! It is 
reported that Dr. Bunting said upon his death-bed, <' All 
right prayers are answered." Do you doubt it 1 Then 
just make the trial. Kneel down at the throne of 
grace with a contrite heart, in the Saviour's name, and 
call upon God, and see if He will not answer you. It 
is not fair to doubt, at least until you have been disap- 
pointed. First and last, prayer has done many remark- 
able things, besides destroying << curious insects " de- 
vouring a good man's crops. "The? locust, the canker- 
worm, the caterpillar, the palmerworm," are but 
squadrons of God's " great army j" and He who sends 
them forth, can either recall them, or limit their com- 
mission to destroy. Holy and devout Christians often 
receive direct answers to prayer. Blessed be God t 
many, yea very many of His people, can say with the 
Psalmist, " I love the Lord, because he hath Jieard my 
voice, and my supplications. Because he hcUh inclined 
his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as 
long as*I live." 

From Kent, Mr. Bichardson proceeded to Sheffield, 
to preach anniversary sermons in. the Park chapel, and 
from thence addressed the following to his children : — 

^^Jime llth, 1861. — I preached last Sunday for a 
school of seven hundred children ; the collections were 
between four and five pounds better than last year, 
with which the people are well pleased, as they say 
trade is so bad. We had very large congregations, and 
a few souls were saved. The next day I preached again 
to a Sunday night's congregation, and a most gracious 
time we had. The altar-rail was almost full of peni- 
tents, many of whom went home rejoicing in the Ix)rd. 
I preached last night; and shall be at work again 
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to-night and to-morrow, and hope to see sweet home 
on Saturday. When I was at Sittingboui*ne last 
Sunday week, I believe there were in that one day, 
scores of people wounded in their hearts, by the word of 
the Lord. There were three in the house where I 
stayed. In another family a woman, who had been a 
backslider for several years, went home from chapel 
with a broken heart She has a pious son ; and when 
the father came home he found both the mother and 
son down upon their knees pleadiug with €rod for His 
mercy. They wished me to visit them again shortly. 
Praise the Lord ! O 1 what a blessing it is to enjoy 
the favour of Grod, and be successful in winning souls 
for Christ" 

From Tansley, in Derbyshire, he wrote thus : — 

" June 26th, 1861. — This is the eleventh time I have 
come to this place to preach for the chapel ; the collec- 
tions were thirteen guineas. The people come from all 
round the neighbourhood ; and I am told they talk 
about my visit weeks before the time. Last night 
(Monday) we had nine or ten penitents. To-morrow I 
preach for thp last tima To-day I am to lead Mrs. 
Hackett's large class and conduct a prayer-meeting." 

On the 5th of July, he preached and made collections 
for the benefit of the chapel at Great Terrington, in the 
Lynn circuit After labouring hard in the forenoon, 
and retiring from the dinner-table to repose a little, and 
get refreshed for the evening service, a messenger came 
on horseback, hot-haste, to say that he must come and 
take the pulpit again in the afternoon, for that the 
preacher whose name was announced on the bills had 
not made his appearance. He was thrown into momen- 
tary annoyance, but immediately returned with the 
messenger, and having about half-a-mile to drive, fixed 
upon a subject on the road, and had one of his best 
times. In the evening he preached to an overflowing 
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congregation, and was made to rejoice before he left the 
chapel, over the awakening and conversion of several 
individuals. The following lines were addressed to him 
c by a pious old pensioner — a member of Society — on the 
, » - day he left the village ; and are given as a specimen 
m ' of the kind and affectionate feelings which were engen- 
* dered wherever he went. Many similar communications 
are amongst his papers ; minus the raciness of the old 
soldier : — 

" Mr. Charles Richardson, — T desire to return you 
my sincere thanks for your work and labour of love in 
behalf of Terrington chapel ; and I heartily thank 
those friends who have treated you so kindly ; and 
I have no doubt that many others feel very thankful 
as well as myself. I have thought if I put my 
fea thanks into writing, you can give it to your wife 

3i and family, to keep and 'read when you are gone 

f home to your Father and my Father. I am expect- 

ij ing to go very shortly ; and so soldier-like, 1 keep 

tf myself in marching order, expecting the comnla^(i 

fj from our Head General to remove my tent; and I 

i wish to tell you that when soldiers learn the platoon 

I exercise, and have to fire with ball-cartridge, they 

J. have to shut the left eye to enable them to do exe- 

cution ; and so it must be with the soldiers of Jesus ; 
when they fire, they must keep a ' single eye,' and then 
' down will come the great Goliath 1 The grace of our 

^ Lord Jesus CJirist be with you. Amen ! " 

^ The old soldier's philosophy and Mr. Richardson's 

^\ practice were in strictest harmony, and the one sus- 

tained the other, and proved that both were in 
accordance with the oracles of truth. The '* single 

I eye " was the secret of Mr. Richardson's popularity 

and success in winning souls ; and better advice can 

I never be given to a Christian preacher than the old 

soldier's instruction, to keep "a single eye" to the 



310 WHAT A <' SINGLE EYB" CAN DO. ' 

glory of God in all his public labours ; for as sure 
as ibis is attended to, the preaching of the cross will 
be as mighty as in apostolic times, in reconciling 
fallen, rebel men to God Such like honest, hearty 
expressions of sympathy as the above, were greatljr 
valued by Mr. Richardson, and often cheered his spirit, 
and stimulated him " to fight the good fight of faith." 
About the end of the month he visited Luton and 
other neighbouring places, and reported in the follow-< 
ing terms : — 

" Luton, Jvly 26<^ 1861. — I have preached eight 
times during the past week, and have felt tbe work very 
hard ; and yet I am as well as thougk I had done 
nothing all the tima Every chapel I have preached 
in has been filled to overflowing. Yesterday I was 
opening a new chapel ; and although it was raining 
very hard all day, and until bed time, it was full in 
the afternoon, and crammed at night, and they had 
good collections. Three weeks have now gone since 
I left home, and I shall be glad to see you all again. 
J am going to Dunstable to-morrow ; they have set out - 
a hard week's work for me there, having published for 
me to preach twice a-day for five days next week ; but 
I tell them I cannot do it all." 

^^DunatoMe, Jvly 27tk — I preached in this town 
yesterday ; in the morning at the Station chapel, which 
has been enlarged, and made a collection towards the 
expense ; and in the large chapel in the evening. It 
was crowded to excess ; they say it has not been filled 
in the same way since I was here before. I had a very 
blessed time, and hope much good was done. I am 
staying with Mr. Hopkins, the gentleman who was a 
great fox-hunter, and who was converted a few years 
ago when I was here. He has now begun to preach, 
and is upon the circuit plan. He will take me to most 
of the places I go to this week. I shall have plenty of 
work, but, thank God, I am very well. Mine is blessed 
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work, and the Lord is very good and precious to my 
own soul while I am doing it.'' . 

" Redditch^ Avg, t^th. — I am wonderfully well in 
health, though last week my woi:k was so very hard, 
it is almost a miracle that I am so. I preached eleven 
times, and I think made almost as many speeches. 
The chapels were crowded every time, ajMi we had 
much good done ; and I felt strong and well all the 
week, fbr which I am very thankful to my great 
Master. Praise the Lord for His goodness ! I preached 
here on Sunday for the schools, morning and night ; 
lind addressed the parents in the afternoon. It was a 
delightful day all through ; a very gracious influence 
rested upon the people. It is a beautiful chapel, and 
the congregation was composed of respectable, wdl- 
di'essed people. Trade has been very bad, but they 
never had such good collections before but once. 
Seveitd sinners sought and found salvation. This is 
the fair week, and the town will be full of shows and 
tomfoolery, so we are going to pray and preach and 
oppose old Beelzebub as well as we can ; and I have 
no doubt that the Lord of Hosts will be with us, and 
that we shall see souls saved.'' 

" Tetford^ Aug. 20«A.— (To a friend)— I have just 
got home from a six weeks' tour, very weary and 
longing for a little rest I have had very many happy 
times ; and souls have been saved, though I have been 
almost always begging ; and times are bad now-a-days 
lor beggars ; but I have generally succeeded as well as 
most beggars do. My kmd regards to Mr. Hornby ; 
and I will come and help at your missionary-meeting 
in October, if that will do ; but I have broken down 
in the winter the last two years, so that I must be as 
carefuhas I can." 

^^AnrUey, Oct, 3rd, — Praise the Lord 1 I am very 
well, and His work is going on nicely in this place. 
We had a large congregation last night, and good was 
done, and on Sunday also. I am going into Leeds to 
preach in a small chapel on Friday night. We held 
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three missionarj-meetings in the Brigg circuit last 
week, and idn returning from one, did not get back 
until midnight ; but I am yerj comfortable in this nice 
place." 

" Bromley, Oct Uthj 1861.— We had another good day 
yesterday, and such a congregation, as one of the oldest 
persqns said he had seldom seen befora Two per- 
sons found peace in the prayer-meeting, and we have a 
good prospect. I am staying with Mr. John Black- 
bum, who sent his carriage to fetch me ; and shall 
remain with him until after the missionary-meeting on 
Wednesday. The collections at Armley were £3 more 
than last year for the missions, and severaJ souls were 
saved ; but not so many as at my last visit. The peo- 
ple will not pray in the chapel ; and before we get begun 
in the school-room, the congregation gets scattered. 
They want a revival ; but they seem as if they would 
not come forward to help, so we have to do as well as 
we can." 

*^ Northampton, Oct, Slst, — ^We were crowded on 
Sunday ; and my linen was so wet with perspiration 
that it was not dry on Monday morning. Hundreds 
had to go away who could not get in at night ; and 
praise the Lord ! several persons found peace and went 
home happy in God. We had a great crowd on Mon- 
day night at the public-meeting ; and on Tuesday and 
Wednesday I preached, and several were made par- 
takers of a conscious interest in Christ crucified. I 
am pretty well, except from tooth-ache, and expect I 
shall be forced to have it taken out. We have had 
jK)cket-pickers in the chapel this week, and they have 
got several purses with one, two, and three pounds in 
them. It is a new thing here, but common enough 
in London, where I hope to be next week, and see a 
good number of sinners converted.'' 

'^London, Nov, lltK — I commenced my labours 
yesterday under somewhat unfavourable circumstances. 
When T awoke in the morn in cr, the wind was blowing, 
and the rain pattering again^ the windows so as to 
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make me quite sad. I thought the day would be a 
failure, but we had a good congregation in Southwark 
chapel in the morning, and it cleared up at night, and 
the place was crowded. I preached with great comfort, 
and the collections were £21. The prayer-meeting was 
very good, and three penitent seekers found their way 
in at the ^ strait gate.' There waA a gracious influence 
amongst the people ; but I thought the prayer-leaders 
backward, so that I had more to do myself. To-mor- 
row night I preach at Brentford, and on Wednesday 
at Southwark again. Praise the Lord for a good 
beginning." 

^^ Sitbrnghowmsy Nov, 2l8t, — Since I last wrote, 
another blessed Sabbath is gone into eternity, and it 
was a happy day. The chapel was ci'owded both times, 
and several precious souls entered into Gospel liberty. 
One of them was the landlady of one of the hotels in 
the town. We had near two hundred to the tea- 
meeting last night, and I preached after it to a crowded 
congregation. There was a regular breaking down. 
Twelve came forward in deep distress of mind crying 
for mercy ; and there were many others in the same 
state in various parts of the chapel ; but the crowd was 
so great, we could scarcely move about I concluded 
near ten o'clock ; but, some of them who were in 
distress would not go away, and stayed in prayer and 
praise till near twelve. I am to preach again to-night. 
Praise the Lord ! a great many are getting saved ; and 
he is very good to me in strengthening my body and 
blessing my own soul. I have some very happy times 
in the pulpit." 

^' Zondoriy Nov. 2^ih, I was at Peckham on Sun- 
day, and attended a large tea-meeting at Southwark on 
Monday to fiay of the circuit debt of £60. They got 
it all, and have something to spare to go on with. I 
preached in Albion -street chapel on Tuesday, and last 
night at Silver-street. I think thera were not fewer 
than fifty lads and young men in deep concern for 
their salvation, and very many professed to find peace 
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with God. The Society at Silver-street is in a good 
state ; I preach thore again to-night. They have had 
an anniversary at Spitalfields on a week-day and Sun- 
day, which has been a failure ; and they wish me to 
preach on a Sunday before I leave to help to make 
up ; and J suppose I must try, for thank Qod I am 
very weU." 

« London, Dec. ^th, 1861.— On Sunday I heard Dr. 
Jobson in the morning at City-road, and a very good 
time it was ; everything in the service was good. He 
has a good voice ; showed great energy and zeal, and an. 
ardent desire to do us all good. I preached at night 
in Radnor-street schools, and the large room was 
crowded out and out. I do not know how many peni- 
tents were seeking the Lord, there were so many. 
Eight or ten came forward as soon as the pray^-meeting 
began. We set apart two long benches for them to 
kneel down at, and both were shortly filled ; and others 
were earnestly seeking the Lord, for whom there was 
no room. Many were comforted, and testified that 
the Lord is very gracious. Monday and Tuesday 
nights were very much the sama I spent a week in 
these schools last year, and much good was done ; and 
I am very thankful to find that many of those who 
where brought in then, stiU stand their ground. The 
friends have told me of two or three who have died 
very happy during the year ; one of them had been a 
very wicked man ; he came to the school one night, and 
the Lord laid hold upon him ; he was brought into deep 
distress, and found peace with God ; but within three 
weeks after, he was accidentally caught in the wheels 
of some machinery while at his work, and was so 
crushed that he died soon after : but he died very happy, 
and shouting the praises of the Lord. There are aboat 
one thousand children in the schools, and many of their 
parents go to no place of worship. These services I am 
holding night after night are for their good, and thank 
God we do not toil in vain ; for here in the heart of 
London, as elsewhere, the Lord owns His word." 
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*^ London^ Dec, ^th, — I left Mr. GabrielVi house 
on Saturday after tea, for they would not let me leave 
sooner. Scores were saved last week at Hadnor-street 
school. There Were five in one family — ^an aged 
mother and three daughters, all grown up to woman- 
hood, and the husband of one of the daughters. I left 
them loaded with blessings and ])rayers for my wife 
and family, as well as myself Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Gabriel have shown me great kindness. We had a 
blessed day in Spitalfields chapel yesterday. One old 
member said he could not recollect when the chapel 
wa8 so full as it was at night. It was a glorious time ; 
there was a powerful influence at work amongst the 
people ; some of them shouted out aloud whilst I was 
preaching : Glory ! gloiy be to God ! again, and again. 
Vast numbers stayed to the prayer-meeting, and a 
great many came up to the communion-rail seeking the 
Lord. I remained with them till between nine and 
ten o'clock. They then went into the vestry, and 
when they broke up I do not know. I am to preach 
again to-night and to-morrow ; and shall then go to my 
old friend Mr. Bell, to rest a little before going to 
Barking for next Sunday." 

^^ London, Dec, Wth. — My dear children, — I am 
this day seventy years of age. The Lord has spared me, 
and given me to see the full age of man. And taking a 
view of the past, I see that the Lord has been very 
good to me ; my life has been made up of kind and 
gracious providences. Thankful I am to say that I am 
very well this morning, and feel it in my heart to praise 
my God for all His mercies. I have been very much 
blessed in London, particularly at Eadnor-street, in the 
City-road circuit ; and also here at Spitalfields. This 
is one of the worst parts of London ; all sorts of bad 
people abound here ; but praise the Lord ! in this den 
of thieves, we have a good number of precious souls 
saved every night, and the Gospel is * the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.' I hope you 
are all well, and striving for heaven. Religion is 
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always the one thing needful. You must * labour for 
that bread which endureth unto everlasting life/ and 
prepare to meet God" 

Mr.. Richardson was now a sturdy veteran of the 
cross ; in some respects like " Caleb the son of Jephun- 
neh," who " wholly followed the Lord." Like him he 
could say, " Forty years old was I when the servant of 
the Lord sent me to espy out the land." And like 
him, after the toils of thirty years' warfare, his spirit 
still panted after ^rther triumphs, for his inner man 
had all the freshness and vigour of youth ; and his 
seventieth birthday found him amidst the dens of 
Spitalfields, labouring with all his might to spread the 
triumphs of the cross, and proclaiming with the prophet : 
— "Thus saith the Lord, even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the 
terrible shall be delivei;ed." Before leaving the neigh- 
bourhood of London, he visited Barking, in Essex ; and 
on Sunday, Dec. 15th, preached twice and made 
collections for the chapeL His usual success attended 
him, and the results were similar to those recorded else- 
where. The word went with power ; " several poor 
sinners," as he expressed it, " were broken down ; and 
many of them professed to find the mercy of God." The 
same took place on the Monday night following ; and 
he left the place with his face set towards Lincolnshire 
on Tuesday morning, leaving the Society grateful for 
the pecuniary assistance he had obtained for them, and 
praising God for the spiritual results which had been 
accomplished by his instrumentality. He arrived at 
home on the following evening, to rest a few days ; 
and occupied the Tetford pulpit, according to his 
custom on Christmas Day. 

In the year 1770 when the Rev. George Whitfield 
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finished his glorious career, a beautiful elegy on his 
death was written by the Rev. Charles Wesley, con- 
taining lines which admirably 'set forth the results of 
Mr. Richardson's ministry in London and elsewhere. 
For God has been pleased to demonstrate in every age 
and place, that a preacher's success does not depend 
upon his personal gifts and accomplishments, so much 
as upon the influence and operations of the Holy 
Spirit; and that whether it is a plain ''peasant 
preacher," or a finished and powerful orator, who pro- 
claims the wondrous "story of the cross" — either 
amongst the citizens of the world's metropolis, or 
the dwellers in sequestered villages ; — ^it is always and 
everywhere the same power of God, " To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith ;" if the breath divine is only 
present to infuse vitality and energy into the words 
spoken. Whitfield himself would have failed, but for 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost ; and Charles Richard- 
son was succiiessful, just because God was with him. 

" What multitudes repent, and then belieye, 
When God doth utterance to the Preacher give I 
Whether he speaks the words of sober sense, 
Or pours a flood of artless eloquenoe, 
Ransacks the foul apostate creature's breast, 
And shows the man half -devil, and half -beast ; 
Or warmly pleads his dear Redeemer's cause ; 
Or pity on the poor and needy draws ; 
' The Deist scarce from offering can withhold, 
And misers wonder they should part with gold : ' 
Opposers struck, the powerful word admire, 
In speechless awe, the hammer and thefira." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

" Though old, he still retained 
His manly sense and euei^ of mind. 
Virtuous and wise he wa8> but not severe : 
He still remembered that he onoe was young : 
His easy presence cheok'd no decent joy. 
Him even the dissolute admired ; for he 
A graceful looseness when he pleased put on,. 
And, laughing, could instruct.""— -4 rwwtrow^.. 

The venerable man went on his way abundantly com- 
forted with heavenly consolations; ripening, and 
mellowing like rich autumnal fruit ; practieally exhi- 
biting the beauty of holiness, and presenting to every 
observer the charms and attractions of consistent piety> 
fulfilling the Scripture : — " The righteous shall flourish 
like the palm-tree : he shall grow like a cedar m 
Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our Gk>d. They 
shall still bring forth fruit in old age ; they E^all be 
fat and flourishing." His old age had nothing of 
querulousness, impatience^ or severity to disfigure it : 
" the former times " he valued and venerated, but he 
knew how to appreciate ^ the advantages of the present 
day,'' and no one ever heard him complain and say, 
that the good days were all gone. He had lived with 
the times ; had taken the benefit of their increased 
facilities and opportunities for getting and doing good ; 
and cherished the hope of a bright and blessed future 
for humanity in this world, and for himself in. the 
paradise of Grod. His radiant countenance, cheeiful 
tones, and kind encouraging discourse, frequently led 
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those who had beeh in his company to exclaim ; "What 
a fine old man ! " His " hoary head " was " a crown 
of glory;" and the wisdom and benevolence which 
dropped from his lips, were just what entitled him to 
the deference, and honour, due to " an Old Disciple," 
and a "Father in Christ." As age increased, the 
members of his own &imily clung to him with stronger 
love and a deeper sense of his worth, while the circle 
of friends in which he had moved so long — pointing to 
heaven and leading the way — were more anxious than 
ever to enjoy his personal ministrations in the sanctu- 
aiy, and sit at his feet. But the earthly tabernacle was 
increasingly frail : the new year of 1862 found him in 
a feeble and variable state of health, yet in the absence 
of any serious attack, and constrained by ardent zeal 
for God and the love of souls, he went on during the 
weeks of mid-winter preaching in his own circuit and 
also visiting others. After labouring at Bardney, in 
the early part of January he left home for another 
visit to Kotherham, where he was permitted to rejoice 
over between forty and fifty conversions, and then went 
to other places and reported thus : — 

^* Stockport^ Feb. ith, 1862. — I preached afternoon and 
night last Sunday for the schools : the day was very 
mild and the chapel much crowded ; a holy and power- 
ful influence attended the Word, but I felt so much 
exhausted at the close of the evening service, that juat 
as I was beginning the prayer-meeting and in the act 
of giving out a hymn, I felt a strange sort of sinking 
come over me, and fainted away. I was assisted into 
the vestry, and was very sick and vomited ; but after a 
while I came round again, but was obliged to leave 
them and go home. I was glad to learn however, that 
there were several seeking the Lord as ])enitents, and 
8ome found peace. The collections were more than 
£40. Last night I was pretty well again, and had a 
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full chapel, with a good time in preaching, and stayed 
in the after meeting till half-past nine. About twenty- 
penitents came up to the communion-raiL The pray- 
ing men who assisted are in a good state, and did their 
work well Before the week is out, I expect we shall 
have many souls saved. To God be all the glory ! " 

''Shiphy, Feb. 28<A, 1862.— Thank Gkxi, a good work 
is going on in this place. The last two nights the altar- 
rail has been filled with penitents ; and such numbers 
stay to the prayer-meetings that the body of the chapel 
is crowded till we tread one npon another. There are 
several old men under deep convictions for sin; and 
the heavenly influence present in our meetings seems 
to affect the great bulk of the people. The weather is 
very cold and sharp, but I am tolerable. I am staying 
with Mr. Hawkesley, one of the preachers, and he is 
very kind and gets everything I want. I believe that 
before I am done here, many scores will get salvation. 
Glory be to God ! Well ! we must look to Jesus for 
ourselves, and expect His blessing every day. He will 
never leave nor forsake us. Next Sunday I am to 
preach in the other chapel; it is only ten minutes' 
walk to it'* 

" Shipley^ Ma/rch 6th. — ^We had such an overwhelm- 
ing crowd of people on Sunday night that it quite 
interfered with the success of the service. I could not 
keep the crowd from staring as if they had come to see 
a great sight, and we did not get on at all in the 
prayer-meeting. I was far from well in the midst of it 
all, but piuise the Lord ! I am better again. Every 
time since Sunday has been very successful. Indeed, 
through the whole fortnight, souls have been saved and 
much good has been done. I have preached eleven 
sermons, and have not had one barren time. Yesterday 
morning the ground was covered with snow ; but before 
night a strong rain set in, and poured down like a 
deluge ; but we had a large congregation, and when I 
left the chapel between nine and ten o'clock, the altar- 
J'ail was crowded with penitent seekera of salvation, 
crying aloud for pardon ; and some of them in such 
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tones of distreus and earnestness, ifc was quite affecting 
to hear them. I have enjoyed this visit very much. 
Everything has seemed to go well ; and I have heard 
of no one finding fault except a few old infidels. I 
preach the last time to-night, and believe the Lord will 
be with us." 

" Weetwood, Mwrch 17 tk — Yesterday I preached in 
the little chapel in the afternoon, and in the larger 
one at night. I am amongst great gentlemen and 
ladies here. The American consul was one of my 
hearers last night, and several men, each worth a 
hundred thousand pounds, so they say. The chapel 
was filled, and I had a good time. Some of the gentle- 
men came forward and took their part in the prayer- 
meeting, and I have no fault to find with them ; they 
did very well I am staying with Mr. Scbolefield, and 
am only three miles from the Leeds station. Praise 
the Lord I I am very happy, and expect a good week." 

"/><mcasfer, April Src?. — Last Sunday morning I 
heard a very good sermon by Mr. Butcher. In the 
afternoon we had a capital lovefeast, and at night when 
I was done preaching in the large chapel, three or four 
poor sinners got into the ark of salvation, and were 
made very happy. We were somewhat let down how- 
ever, for want of help. Several of the local preachers 
were out. Every night I have preached we have had 
from six to ten brought to God. I heard Mr. Hughes 
last night, after which three were saved. The weather 
has been against the congregations ; yesterday was the 
only fine day we have had ail the week." 

" BraithweU, April Sth, — ^We are getting on well 
here. The chapel is crowded every service ; but they 
made such a great fire in the stove last night, we were 
half cooked ; and I was very much exhausted when 3 
was done ; but am very well this morning, "We have 
a mighty influence at work amongst the people, and a 
number of penitents every night. Almost all the people 
stay to the pi-ayer-meetings, and we are so full we can 
scarcely fina a place for the penitents to kneel." 
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^ :^utLif/notirme. M i*f l&tK ISCl — We laid tiie 
chapei crowiied three cnnses j«sCefdij ; I de liy e ied 
aa adiires to the paroics in tke afkcncoa. In the 
evening, we had two men aad two woohcn deeplj oon- 
▼inced ot* :»m. and aDnaren^lT deenkd to take up the 
cn)i» and t« !low Thr^t. To-morrow we are to hold a 
Urge meecin:; to pr oioce tlie erection of a new iJtapeL 
The next three njuxats I am to preach La and near the 
town, and then ^> to Br^^ar t*>r Sun«fair. Pkaise the 
Tiord ! I am rery weiu cii mi^ Terr tired. It is a 
&ie morning and everything looks very beantiinL 
Kent is a loTelj count t/* 

*^£r^Qr, Ma^ 2^tL — We had a wTOkdocfbl crowd 
Tcst^daT : and the Irimds foond ont a stiange way 
of making the chapel larger tor the occasion. They 
made two tents* one on ea^ side of the duqpel, so 
that whffo. the windows were opened the pec^le could 
see and hear as if they had been inside The evening 
service was a very bles^ time. Many foand the word 
preached to be the poww of God to their salvation. 
This part of the country is almost aU gardens A 
friend has been driving me round for tluree hours to 
see the lovely scenery." 

" SkipMcty June 3014. — We got on but very poorly 
last week. There was only one person all the week 
that got saved. The place is sadly distracted with 
conflicting interests, and has been torn to pieces with 
Reform. One afiiemoon I preached in a neighbouring 
village, and attended the missionary-meeting in the 
evening. Mr. Orookes was there. When he spoke he 
told the people that he never was more pleased with 
anything, than that I had stood the trial so well, and 
been faithfal daring the Beform agitation. Skipsea is 
only a small village, but they have a nice day-school 
for which I made collections last Sunday. We liad 
the examination and a tea-meeting on Tuesday, and I 
preached in the evening ; the collections amounted to 
j£16. And I am thankful to say that at the meetings 
we have held this week several souls have been saved. 
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I shall set out for Leeds to morrow morning, where I 
have to preach next Sunday." 

" Nottingham^ July S9^A. — It is nearly five years 
since I was in this town, the people thought I was worn 
out, but now, say they see no difference. We had a 
first-rate day on Sunday ; very good in the morning, 
better in the afternoon, and best of all in the evening ; 
good attention, gracious influence, chapel crowded until 
many had to go away who could not get in. Last year 
the collections were £13 ; this year, £17. Last night 
I heard Mr. Coley preach from the 23rd Psalm. I do 
wish mother could have heard him, he is one of the 
most kind and loving preachers I ever heard. The 
sermon was full of sympathy and veiy good. You must 
read the 23rd Psalm, it is full of comfort." 

^^ Mcmchester^ Aug, \bth, — I came here last Friday, 
and have taken Mr. Wiseman's appointments twice on 
Sunday, and on Thursday night again. The congrega- 
tions were excellent, and a mighty influence rested 
upon the people. Many souls have been saved, and 
I have engaged to remain another week. I am not 
very well, and have felt poorly for some days. When 
I was at Luton, they published for me to preach eight 
times in the week ; and at Kettering six times ; mostly 
iu small chapels crowded to excess, and packed half-an- 
hour before I could begin, so that often when I was 
done, my coat was wet through with perspiration ; and 
I got cold, and my cough has been very troublesome. 
I stay here till the 24th, then go to Brigg, and after 
that, I must spend a fortnight at Yarmouth. Then I 
must come home, and afterwards go on my old round 
to Armley ; thence to Northampton, the last Sunday 
in October; and then to London and Kent." 

^ RochesteTy Dec. Srd. — I preached at Stroud on 
Sunday, and the power of the Lord was present to 
heal and save. Six stout young men were bi-oken 
down and sought divine mercy, until four or five of 
them found salvation. To-night I am going to preach 
at Bethel." 
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*'A8h/(/rd, Dee. llth, 1862.— My visit here is veiy 
pleasant to me, and I hope profitable to manjr pre- 
cious souls. The friends are astonished at the con- 
gregations. We have all sorts of religious people — 
Churchmen, Baptists, Lady Huntingdons, OalviiiistS) 
and Primitives ; but thank God^ He is in the midst. 
The influence of His spirit bends the hearts of the 
people down before Him. 

** London^ Dec. 227id, — I preached yesterday- in 
Spitalfield's chapel, and was greatly blessed ; the 
power of Grod was present to apply the word and 
produce effect ; such shouts of praise and glory I 
never heard in London before. We had several per- 
sons at night seeking salvation, who were evidently 
determined not to rest until freely justified by grace. 
I am quite as well as when I lefb home, and hope to 
preach again to-night I am staying with Mr. Hay, 
the superintendent. I have had many good and happy 
times during this tour, and have seen many souls made 
happy and brought to the feet of Jesus. To God be all 
the praise." 

During the greatest part of this year, Mr. Bichardson 
had to bear a grief, the like of which he had never 
known before. It was of such a nature as a tender 
and disappointed father alone can know. More than 
this need not be stated. The veil which hangs over 
it was not lifted during his life-time ; and it need 
not be raised now, that he is far beyond the reach of 
earthly sorrows. He bore the trial like a man of God, 
and took it to a throne of grace ; casting his burden 
upon that mighty and unchanging friend, whose sym- 
pathy never fails ; and who, amid all the fluctuations 
of time, "sticketh closer than a brother." A good 
conscience was one of his comforts ; and though often 
bending beneath the burden upon his thoughts and 
feelings, he was able to say : " Thy will be done." 
Temporary financial embarrassment, was one oonse- 
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quence of this great grief ; but that all-seeing Provi- 
dence which guarded and guided his life, raised up 
' j"^ kind friends, by whose assistance he was enabled to 
gpei meet unmerited and unexpected obligations; and to 
da pass through this ordeal of character with augmented 
tk' reputation. Never man was more upright that he in. 
^^^^' all pecuniary transactions. He never got into debt. 
" When we could not pay for what we wanted, we went 
^. without it," was what he used to say to his friends ; — 
^j an admirable .rule, would that all Christians observed 

jjf it ! — and had he avoided " suretyship," he probably 

sif never would have known the difficulty referred to. 

lik But 'Hhe trial of faith is precious;" and the Master, 

'? whom he had served so long and so well, saw it properto 

^ try his faith as by fire ; and the trial redounded to the 

y praise and honour of that blessed and holy religion, to 

^ the service of which he was wholly consecrated. His 

^i correspondence during the year contain^ many affect- 

ing references, to " this heavy blow and great discour- 
^ agement," showing that the distress it produced followed 

f' him by night and by day for a long time ; and that 

i while suffering most acutely himself^ he was most 

i anxious to comlbrt the sharer of all his joys and sor- 

« sows, who was not less painfully concerned with this 

I great grief than himsel£ 

i In the commencement of 1863, he was under the 

necessity of using the greatest caution in reference to 
^ his health. He preached several times in his own cir- 

cuit, where he was popular to the last, but did not ven- 
ture forth upon any of his old rounds until the middle 
of March ; and indeed during the whole year he was | 

obliged to place himself under considerable restraint, | 

both as to the amount of effort he put forth in the ' 

pulpit, and the frequency of his labours. His natural 
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force was now considerably abated, though the old fire 
within was plainly burning as purely and intensely as 
ever. The following, which was sent to the Jtev. 
K. Bond, will show the state of his mind at this 
period, and the maturity and mellowness of his piety 
as he neared the goal of life*s pilgrimage : — 

" Tetfordy Jan, 8^A, 1863. — I got home better than a 
week since, but had to rest a few days in London before 
I could come on. I am quite broken down, and feel 
as if I must give it up altogether. I cough and raise 
so much, it makes me very ill at times. I am now in 
my 72nd year, and old men take a deal to raise them 
when brought so low. T should very much like to see 
you before I die, for there is not one of our ministers 
with whom I have been so intimate as yourself ; but 
there is no place like home when so poorly ; so I see no 
chance of coming this winter, and I must submit. I 
have great cause for gratitude ; and I do praise the 
Lord for all His mercies. He has blessed me with 
long life, and I have seen many happy days. And 
now, oh ! how precious is His Word, and what blessed 
times we have in our own little dwelling-place. It is 
to us * the house of God, and the gate of heaven.* The 
last has been a year of great family trials \ but the cup 
has been mixed with many sweets, and whatever is my 
future lot, I am devoting myself to God, and I hope 
through grace to be able at all times to say, ' good is 
the will of the Lord.' '* 

On the 15th of March, he preached the annual ser- 
mons for the day-schools, in one of the Wednesbury 
circuits, and wrote home thus : — 

" Wednesbury^ Manrch 20«A.^-The Society here seems 
very much united, and is in a good state. On Sunday, 
I preached twice to crowds of people, and they collected 
£40. Three or four seekers of salvation found their 
way to Christ. On Monday night there were five 
persons in deep distress, who obtained comfort before 
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1^^ we left the chapel ; the other three nights the congi'e- 

• gations have kept increasing, and the tone of feeling 

j to improve, and I should think that last night there 

** ' were thirty penitents thoroughly in earnest ; and many 

*■' of them obtained a sense of the pardoning love of God. 

i} During the week a great number have been added to 

the Lord." 
■ac The following week he laboured at Bradley in the 

iKT same circuit, but had to complain of much bodily weak- 

^'' ness. From the 12th to the 16th of April, he preached 

^ for various charities in the Dunstable circuit ; and at 

the end of the month he spent several days in the 
vicinity of Boston. These visits are referred to in the 
following letter :-^ 

" Tet/ord, May 20th. — T have been away from 

home a few times ; at Wednesbury and Bradley I 

spent a successful fortniglit in March, where very many 

i were saved ; and suppose I shall have to go back again 

5 in August, to preach for the Sunday-schools in the 

{ other circuit. I have also been to Dunstable where 

I I preached eight times in a week ; but it was too muck 

i for me — though thank God, it was not in vain — it was 

a good week and souls were saved. A few weeks ago 

I ^as at Boston, and had to preach at a place ten or 

twelve miles from the town, and they sent an open gig 

for me at nine o'clock on the Saturday night ; a cold 

east wind was blowing very strong at the time. We 

' got there about eleven, but I took a bad cold and have 

been unwell ever since. I have made only a few 

!i promises this summer, for I am n6t able to do much. 

I am thankful to say however, that my dear wife and I 

have happy times at the family altar. We feel Christ 

precious, and that heaven is our home. Glory be to 

God ! All His promises are solid truths to rest 

upon." 

Notwithstanding the above doleful view of his 
physical condition, he laboured again during the warm 
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nionthu of summer, with considerable enei^ and com- 
fort in various places. In the latter part of the year 
he was ao much improved, as to be able to undez-take 
s(;veral journeys to a great distance from home and 
render important service. The subjoined extracts are 
all that the remaining space allows, and are nearly the 
last:— 

" Wedm^huryy Arigttst 7thj 1863. — On Sunday, the 
2ndin8t., I preached for the Sunday-sohoolat Springhead 
chapel morning and evening. Mr. Dixon, an Inde- 
pendent minister, preached in the afternoon. The 
collection at night was £30 ; altogether through the 
day they got £62. O ! how I did perspire ; my linen 
was not dry the next morning. I was in such a state 
I did not attempt a prayer-meeting. We have had 
excellent congregations every night during the week, 
and the power of God has been present to kill and 
make alive. A good number of penitents hav^ obtained 
' the peace of God, which passeth understanding,' and 
I trust they will hold fast, and be made a blessing. I 
hate been very much comforted in my own soul, and 
have had much happiness and liberty in my work. 
The people are in a very good state, and it is delightful 
to preach to them." 

" Manchester^ August 26th. — I am here taking two 
Sabbaths and two Thursday nights in Gravel-lane 
chapel. Both the preachers are removing, and I am 
iilling up the gap till new ones come. Last Sunday I 
was very feeble, but the longer I preached the stronger 
I felt, and we had a blessed time at night. I left them 
at nine o'clock, when the altar-rail was crowded with 
penitents, many of them crying aloud for mercy. Next 
Sunday I have to make coUections for the Tract 
Society ; and, praise the Lord ! though I have preached 
here for nine years, and several times each year, the 
people always come. Some of the preachers want to 
know how it is. Well ! thank the Lord, it is so, and 
I like to preach to them.*' 
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This extract refers to his last visit to Manchester. 
He was always successful in that city, and not a few 
in Gravel-lane and other chapels were given to him of 
the Lord, as seals to his ministry, who still continue in 
the Church, and who it is hoped, will be forthcoming 
as "gold, silver, and precious stones," in that day 
when every man's work shall be tried by fire. His 
next engagement called him to Brigg, where, for the 
twentieth time in succession, he preached the annual 
sermons for the Sunday-school. In the following 
month he went for the last time into Kent, for the 
purpose of concluding the opening services of the new 
chapel at Sittingboume. Few laymen have assisted 
at the dedication of so many places of worship as 
Mr. Richardson, but this was the last service of 
that kind in which he engaged. He was one of the 
first to promote the proposal to build, and the last 
to gather up the fragments of free-will offerings pre- 
sented at the consecration of this beautiful house of 
prayer. On Sunday, Octobet 18th, he preached morn- 
ing and evening, from Matt. xxi. 28, and 1 Kings 
X. 6, 7, and whilst doing so ** the Word of the Lord had 
free course, and was glorified." The old fire and energy 
of the " Lincolnshire Thrasher," came out as strong 
as ever, and under his powerful appeals sinners were 
pierced to the heart, and gave glory to God. After 
visiting the Rochester circuit, and preaching there a 
few times, he returned to the North, and went to 
Armley, and from thence to the Barton-upon-Hum- 
ber and Grimsby circuits ; preaching for various public 
charities, and returned to Tetford, on the 2nd of 
December, for repose and shelter during the winter. 
An accident happened upon this journey home, some- 
what remarkable, from being the only one of the kind 
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which he ever sustained in travelling to and fro, during 
the long period of his labours as an itinerant evan- 
gelist. On this occasion he was conveyed, as usual, in 
the common carrier's cart, in company with several 
.country people, who were returning from Louth 
market. The night was dark and stormy, and the cold 
rain fell in torrents. A dreary drag it is at the best 
over those rough hills, which lie between Louth and 
Tetford, and on a dismal December night, with no 
other shelter than a canvas tilt, and going at the rate 
of four miles an hour, it must have been a cheerless 
ride. Half the distance however, was passed, when all 
of a sudden, as the labouring wheels ploughed the deep 
ruts, the axletree snapped in twain, and the cart could 
go no farther. Neither house nor help was near at 
hand, and the poor disconsolate carrier requested all to 
alight, and make the best of their way home, as they 
could Th^ passengers however, were not prepared for 
that, and suggested that the better plan would be, for 
them all to rdtnain in shelter under the tilt jof the cart, 
while the carrier took his horse and sought help from 
the nearest farmstead. This was promptly done ; and 
after the hapless wayfarers had crouched under their 
canvas canopy for more than an hour, the man returned 
with an open cart, to convey them and their marketings 
to their destination. Some time was spent in transport- 
ing what was moveable from one vehicle to the other, 
and at last they got started again, under " the pelting 
of the pitiless storm," for another stage of four miles, 
and arrived at Tetford two hours behind the usual 
time. No one was injured, nor, strange to say, was 
Mr. Bichardson's health affected by the exposure. A 
day or two after, writing to a friend, he said : " When 
we arrived safely at Tetford, it seemed to make home 
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all the sweeter, aud furnished matter for prayer and 
praise; for in all my travelling, through all my life, 
this is the worst accident that ever befel me. To the 
blessed Saviour be all the praise." It was not a serious 
accident; and if this was the worst he ever had, 
he was singulaj'ly favoured indeed ; considering the 
thousands of miles which he pstssed over, in all kinds of 
conveyances, at all hours of the day and night, during the 
thirty years of his evangelistic toils. But it is written, 
" he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways ; they shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.'' And 
to him the promise was Calfilled, and to many others as 
well^ who have often proved that " the path of duty 
is the path of safety." Timidly or eflfeminately to 
seek another path than that which Providence points 
out, because of some dflliculty or danger connected 
with it, is to risk the loss of protection by that almighty 
power, which stands pledged to guide a good man's* 
steps ; and to provoke His displeasure, who could send 
a sparrow or an insect to inflict the death we dread. Just 
about the time referred to, another accident occurred 
in the neighbourhood of Tetford, which Mr. Hichard- 
son mentioned to his friend, and piously contrasted 
with his own. A young man in the vernal prime of 
life, whose father had died suddenly, and as was feared, 
unprepared, just nine months previously, and left him 
sole heir to an ample and valuable estate; was returning 
home one night from Horncastle market, under the 
influence of strong drink, when he fell from his horse, 
and sustained such fatal injuries that he died next 
morning ; illustrating the declaration of Scripture that 
** wicked men shall not live out half their days." 
Once at home again, Mr. Kichardson was obliged to 
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shut himself up for most of the winter, and to decline 
nnmerous and pressing invitations, which were brotigiit 
him by almost every post He was thus however, pre- 
served from the distressing attacks of his asthma, by 
which he had frequently suffered so severely at this 
season of the year, and was also enabled to do a little 
work in the way of preaching and visiting at home. 
He was never unemployed when at all fit for duty. 
Preaching was his greatest pleasure ; and to be obliged 
to abstain from it, was one of his greatest trials. He 
had no desire to retire from the field of honourable 
exertion, in grder to flaunt the laurels he had already 
won. His heart was in his blessed work, and to the 
last he panted after ability to do more damage to the 
kingdom of darkness, and to offer a larger tribute of 
gloiy to God. 

On Christmas Day he preached and led the lovefeast 
at Tetford ; then took a farewell part in the Horn- 
castle new year's services, much to his own gratification, 
and the benefit of those present. At the end of January 
he ventured to visit Louth, and took part in the annual 
gathering known in that town as the ^' aggregate meet- 
ing ;" from which he returned much refreshed by what 
he had seen of. the grace of God, and the sympathy of 
friends, both old and young. The weather however, 
became more severe, deep snow covered the ground* 
and he was obliged to keep close quarters till February 
was out ; but still he was able to take the Tetford pul- 
pit once a day — the three last Sundays of the month. 
On the 3rd of March the Rev. Charles Garrett was . 
engaged to re-open the chapel at Legboume, near Louth, 
but was prevented. Mr. Richardson was requested to 
supply his lack of service, and did so with much effici- 
ency, and without inconvenience to himself. Erom 
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thence he proceeded to Laceby, to pay his last visit 
to Mr. and Mrs. Ooates. He had found a friend like 
Gains, in Mr. Coates, at Hagnaby^ in 1835, when his 
itinerant life commenced, and from that time through 
following years, a warm and sincere friendship had been 
mutually cherished ; and it was meet that one who had 
watched his entire progress with growing interest, 
should be one of the last to comfort him, and be him- 
self refreshed by the rich and saintly piety of his friend, 
'ere he finished his course. 

During this period of comparitive repose he fre- 
quently corresponded with distant friends, and in doing 
so, often expressed the cheerful hope and joyous sub- 
mission to the will of God, which sustained him. Time 
never hung heavily upon his hands; reading had always 
been one of his delights, and good books were com- 
panions in whose society he rejoiced to the last He 
never lost his thirst for knowledge ; and in these leisure 
hours of old age, he continued to drink in the supplies 
which he found in the Word of God, and various other 
volumes, with as much avidity as when a younger man. 
To a friend he obsei*ved, " I am thankful to say I am 
happy in my own home. I have abundant time for 
reading, and family and secret prayer are rich and 
blessed means of grace. I never go down upon my 
knees but I am blessed. I feel I have so very much 
to be thankful for that my heart is filled with love to 
Gk)d, and my tongue with His praise." To another he 
said, " You do not know what a poor old man I have 
become. I am now in my seventy-third year, and often 
feel that I must give up preaching altogether. But 
praise the Lord for all His mercies. I have a little, 
comfortable, and happy home. My dear wife is more 
active than I am, and we quite enjoy the time we have 
for conversation, reading, and prayer." 
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The jubilee of the Wesleyan Missionary Society was 
celebrated at Loath, in a public-meeting on the 27th of 
April, 1864, and in its success Mr. Richardson was more 
deeply interested than it is easy to express. For more 
than half the period of the societ/s existence, he had 
been one of its most efficient and laborious advocates : 
had contributed to the success of a greater number of 
public meetings, and delivered a greater number of 
speeches in its behalf, than any other layman, either 
within or without the pale of Methodism. And the 
handsome and spontaneous contributions, with which 
the friends of the society throughout the world, were at 
this time responding to the appeals of the jubilee 
trumpet, delighted him beyond expression, and would 
have drawn forth his utmost energies had he been in 
the days of his strength. As it was, he cheerfully re- 
sponded to an invitation to assist at the Louth meeting, 
and when it was held preached a sermon on the occa- 
sion with great effect, which contributed not a little to 
the interest and success of the celebration. The public 
meeting was a memorable time ; many were present 
who had previously proved their Methodist loyalty and 
devotedness, by great personal sacrifices ; and they 
most honourably sustained their reputation by contri- 
buting the sum of £300. Mr. Richardson was present, 
rejoicing in what he heard and saw, and retired from 
the meeting to give expression to his gladness and 
gratitude to Qod, in a letter conveying the good news 
to his family the next morning. Not long afterwards 
he attended another meeting at Saltfleetby, in the same 
circuit, where he spoke for the last time in the interest 
of missions. He commenced his course as a public 
speaker at the missionary meeting held at Huttoft, in 
the year 1835 ; but of the thousands of addresses he 
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J^ delivered during his life, none are now known, or can 

be identified, save the first and the last. Possibly some 
of them may have been recorded by the public press, 
or may lie concealed in personal reminiscences; but 
they are unknown ; and the only samples of his efforts 
on these occasions which can be produced, are such as 

u that which has been given in the account of the Huttofb 

meeting, and the following, which has been supplied 
by one who was present " As a public speaker, Mr. 
Bichardson abounded in metaphor and anecdote ; and 

'^ occasionally cl^armed and captivated his audience, by 

the admirable tact and ingenuity he displayed, in 
bringing an allegory or simile to bear upon the point 
in hand. In the last address which he delivered, he 
instituted a comparison between the condition of the 
heathen world, and what he called * a blind island.' 
With graphic power he described an island in the 
midst of ocean's depths ; girt with horrid clifis, and 
frightful precipices, and yawning caverns, inhabited by 
a people who were all bom blind ; 'without a guide, 
and unable to assist each other, they pass from day to 
day in darkness and dread of danger ; and every day 
some one or more, unconsciously wandering to the 
island's brink, step too far, and plunge headlong into 
the dark abysss, and sink for ever ; — ^none of the sur- 
vivors ever knowing anything of the fate of those who 
perish. This he applied to the case of the heathen, 
and represented the missionary as one who has the 
means of opening the eyes of the blind ; and then en- 
forced the urgent duty of sending him forth imme- 
diately to rescue the dying from death. The enlarge- 
ment and application of the metaphor rivetted the 
attention of the audience, and as they hung upon the 
lips of ' the old man eloquent,' they were evidently in 
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that state of mental saaceptibility which makes it easy- 
work for the orator to lead in whatever direction he 
prefers." The speech at Saltiieetby had been no doubt, 
delivered previously in other places ; but the ability by 
which it was distinguished sufficiently accounts for the 
fame and popularity of the speaker ; and for the unusual 
collections which commonly attended his platform 
efforts. 

On the 19th of June, he preached the annual ser- 
mons for the chapel at Tansley for the thirteenth 
time, and sent the following account of his visit to a 
Mend : — 

^^Jvme 23rc?, 1864. — Fifteen years ago I first came 
here, and have been every year since, except one or 
two. Praise the Lord ! I have seen good done every 
time I have been in the place. The interest of the 
occasion is stronger this year than I have ever observed 
it before. The chapel was nearly lost at the time oi 
the division, and the Society was almost entirely broken 
up. We began with a collection of £10, but this year 
it is £18. The whole of the debt will soon be gone, 
and there is now a good Society in the place. We have 
had a gracious influence resting upon the people this 
visit, and a few sinners have been crying for mercy. 
As to myself, I am a poor old man ; I have got over a 
hard winter, but have not been from home since the 
fine weather set in more than a few times ] and I am 
now so unwell that on Monday night last, on the road 
to the chapel, I had to stand and rest several times, 
and almost thought I should never get there from 
shortness of breath. I expect I shall have to give up 
preaching altogether, wliich will be very painful to me, 
but I have long known it would come to this. It is a 
sad thing tliat there is no increase amongst us this 
year ; it ought not so to be. For myself, I am still 
hanging upon the crucified. Prayer and praise are my 
daily delights, and I am looking upwards and home- 
wards." 
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From Tanslej lie went to Nottingham, to preach for 
the Sunday-school at De Leign-street chapel ; and on 
the 27th of June wrote, saying, ^* I am thankful that 
I am pretty well after a hard day. I had three Rer- 
vices yesterday, and the chapel was crowded every time. 
They say hundreds went away unable to get in. A 
very gracious sense of the presence of God seemed to 
sanctify all we did, and the collections amounted to 
£22. I am to lead the band-meeting to-night, and 
Mr. Haydon has sent to request me to take his place, 
and preach on Wednesday night. There are so many 
kind friends here who press me to stay, that I sh^ll 
not get away before Saturday." 

On the 3rd of July he preached for the school at 
Scamblesby, in his own circuit. It was one of the 
first places where he had exercised his gifts, and 
he had visited the village almost times out of num- 
ber; but the people were always eager to listen to 
him, and on this occasion hundreds flocked from far 
and near, little thinking *^ that they should see his 
face no more." Many of them were persons of mid- 
dle age, who had been converted when young, under 
his instrumentality ; and were now heads of families 
themselves. The affection and respect which they 
manifested were most pleasa'nt to witneas, and the 
anniversary was one ctf the happiest ever held. On 
Sunday, the 10th, he rendered similar service at 
Theddlethorpe, near Louth, where he preached on 
" The advantages of early religious training," as seen 
in the lessons to be gathered from the histoiy of 
Moses ; and the Rev. Henry Richardson, superinten- 
dent minister of the circuit at the time, speaks of 
that sermon as '' very remarkable, for its sagacity 

z 
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and the beneficml impression it prodaced upon the 
eongr^ation.'* 

The final public service which he oondacted, was 
at Hatton, near Wragby, on the 17th of Julj, onlj 
a fortnight before his death. He felt a special in- 
terest in the little Society of that village, owing to 
the circnmstanoe that one of his danghters was set- 
tled there, and belonged to it. For several years 
he had preached the anniversary sermons of the 
chapel, and it so happened that his last pulpit efforts 
were devoted to that object The morning service 
was one never to be forgotton by those who were 
present. When he appeared in the pnlpit, there was 
such an air of sweetness and sanctity about his whole 
bearing, as seemed to mark him out as one who was 
walking on the heights of the land of Beulah, with 
the heavenly country in full and clear prospect. The 
hymns which he gave out were singularly appropriate 
and affecting ; the first was the 272nd of the Wes- 
leyan Collection, strongly expressive . of entire confi- 
dence in God, and finishing with these lines : — 

* " Though in affliction's furnace tried. 

Unhurt on snares and death I'll tread/' kc. 

The second was the 497th, which, like a grand 
triumphal song, fit for pilgrims to sing just as they 
quit the wilderness, and approach the gates of the city 
above, runs thus : — 

" The ransom'd sons of Grod, all earthly things we soom ; 
And to our high abode with songs of praise return : 
From strength to strength we still proceed. 
With crowns of joy upon our head/' 

The service closed with the 730th, which exhibits 
the Christian in the act of looking across the river. 
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and holding communion with the blessed before the 
throne, and exclaiming :— 

** I ask them whence theu- victory came, 
They, with united breath, 
Aseribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to His death." 

Surely, he was guided in the selection of the ser« 
mon, for it was singularly suited to his own position, 
whether viewed in relation to the past or the future. 
It was fouuded upon Numbers xiiL 30 : " And Caleb 
stilled the people before Moses, and said, let us go up 
at once, and possess it, for we are well able to over- 
come it." Copious notes of the sermon, taken from 
his manuscripts, are supplied at the end of the volume, 
but these can hardly suggest the richness and pathos 
of the delivery. Those who were present that morn- 
ing were truly made partakers of ** spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ," while they listened to 
him discoursing about " the better country," like one 
who had actually been there and seen it, and had come 
back with samples of its fruit ; for t\ke pulpit seemed 
his Pisgah, from whence with an enraptured soul, he 
overlooked and described the inheritance ot' the saints, 
which he was just about to enter. He preached again 
at night a most solemn and awakening sermon from 
Ezekiel xxxiii 11, and spoke at a tea-meetiug on the 
following evening ; and then his earthly work was 
done. He returned to Tetford at the end of the 
week, and in a day or two wrote the following letter 
to Mr. Wild, of Armley, the last he i» known to 
have written : — 

" JiUy, 27thf 1864-. — My very dear friend, I am glad 
to bear from you again ; to know that you are all 
pretty well increases my pleasure I am thankful to 
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Hay that I am not oonfined to the house, bat I am very 
poorly. I did hope that warm and fine weather would 
do me good, but I think I am as poorly now as I \rHS 
when the weather was cold and sharp. I hare been 
i-otind into Derbyshire, Nottingham, two places in our 
own circuit, and a week in Louth, only preaching 
twice on Sunday, and once in the week ; but I have 
come home quite broken down, and feel now as if I 
was quite dona I have made only one promise c^ 
work, and that is to Brigg, for the end of Septem> 
ber, and I do not intend to make any more. I hope 
you will do well in your circuit We have but a poor 
account to give this year — no increase, alas ! Well, J 
do hope the preachers will have a good conference, and 
get well baptised with the Holy Ghost, and that the 
good seed already sown will quickly grow, and yield a 
plentiful harvest." 

It ia very plain from the above that when the last 
stroke fell, though it came unexpectedly on the part of 
his friends, it did not find him unprepared, or taken by 
surprise. He evidently heard his Master's footsteps, 
and his lamp was trimmed. Several eminent ministers 
amongst the Methodists have finished their course with 
startling suddenness. Whitfield, Coke, Bramwell, 
Nelson, Beaumont, Dawson, both the Entwistles, and 
many others, " did not see death" until they were already 
" more than conquerors." Saved from the agony of 
conflict with the final foe, they simply ceased to live, 
and gained the victor's crown. To this "translated" 
band, the name of Charles Kichardson must be added. 
Like them he lived and laboured, and like them he 
died, and passed over the shallows of Jordon, to join 
them in the heavenly land. During the eighteen days 
which intervened between his last sermons at Hatton, 
and the fatal seizure, he was able to mingle freely with 
his friends, without any apprehenuon of what was lo 
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soon to happen ; but in doing so, his conversation was 
full of Christ, and his whole demeanour beautifully in 
keeping with the character of <^ a saint indeed." He 
lost no opportunity of speaking a word for his Master, 
and of doing good to those around him ; and up to the 
5tli of August he continued much in the same state of 
health as for some time previously. On the evening of 
that day, after conducting family worship, he retired t6 
rest at the usual hour. The greater part of the night 
was spent in tranquil sleep, but <<in the morning 
watch" the final messenger came. He was taken with 
a violent fit of coughing, by which Mrs. Bichardson 
was awoke, and receiving no reply to her inquiries, she 
became alarmed, and arose, and found him unconscious. 
Medical aid was immediately called in, but his case was 
hopeless — ihe last enemy had plainly thrown his fatal 
shaft A complete paralysis of the whole system, had 
deprived him at once of sight, speech, and conscious* 
ness. In this condition he continued to breathe, for 
the space of four or five days and nights, watched by 
his sorrowing family. Further medical aid was ob- 
tained, but without result. Two or three times it was 
thought, that a gleam of consciousness returned for a 
moment or two, and that he attempted to articulate, 
but could not be understood. On the following Thurs- 
day, another seizure supervened, and he began rapidly 
to sink, and the ensuing morning at six o'clock, he 
ceased to breathe, and yielded up his soul to €k>d A 
little before he expired, as his son-in-law stood by the 
bed side watching, a momentary interval of conscious- 
ness occurred, like a burst of sunshine through the 
reft clouds ; he raised his arm, waiving it over- 
bead, and distinctly pronounced in soft tones, *'All 
b weUr' 
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So ended the beantiful and glorious career of one of 
the finest soldiers of the cross, which the present gene- 
ration has seen ; and who has left behind him. nciu.lt£- 
tudes of spiritual children all over the land, who ^wiU 
venerate his memory, and embalm his name in their 
hearts, until they go to join him in the skies. 'When 
the tidings went forth that Charles Bichardson inras 
dead, many wept, and many in effect exclaimed, ♦* My 
Father ! my Father ! the chariots of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof !" He was honoured in death as well 
as in life by God and good men. And in closing the 
story of his life and labours, there need be no hesitation 
in appljdng to him the declaration of St. John : ** I 
heard a voice from heaven saying imto me, write. 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them." 

When the immortal dreamer of Bedford prison saw 
the pilgrims he had watched across the river, ascend 
the hills of Zion on the other side, he said : '< !N'ow I 
saw in my dream .that these two men went in at the 
gate, and lo ! as they entered, they were transfigured, 
and they had raiment put on that shone like gold. 
There were also that met them with harps and crowns, 
and gave them to them — ^the harps to praise withal, 
and the crowns in token of honour. Then I heard in 
my dream all the bells in the city rang again for joy, 
and it was said unto them, ^ Enter ye into the joy of 
your Lord.' I also heard the men themselves that they 
sang with a loud voice, saying, ^ Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power be to Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.' Now, 
just as the gates were opened to let the meil in, I looked 
in after them, and behold the city shone like the sun ; 
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the streets also were payed with gold, and in them 
iHralked many men with crowns on their heads, palms 
in their hands, and golden harps, to sing praises withal. 
There were also of them that had wings, and they an< 
swered one another without intermission, saying, *Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord !' And after that they shut up 
the gates, which when I had seen I wished myself 
among them." Charles Eichardson is *^ among them," 
assuredly. And Qod grant that the hundreds who 
were converted by his instrumentality, and are pilgrims 
Sion-ward at present, may hold on their way, and be 
ultimately admitted '^ through the gates into the city," 
and also safely get in *' among them." 

Mr. Richardson's funeral took place on Monday, the 
15th of August, when he was inteiTed in the burial- 
ground connected with the parish church of Tetford, 
in the midst of a large and sorrowing concourse of 
friends. It was at the time of wheat-harvest, and the 
people were busily employed in the fields; but not- 
withstanding this a large gathering from far and near 
took place, to pay the last tribute of respect ; for had 
be been lord of the soil, greater honour could not have 
been paid to his memory, than what was spontaneously 
offered by the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 

Many expressions of sympathy and affection were 
forwarded to the bereaved family from distant parts of 
the country, alike honourable to the departed and the 
parties from whom they came. Sunday-school teachers, 
and others connected with various charitable institu- 
tions, hastened to acknowledge their obligations, and 
the benefits which had resulted from his labours. On 
the 27th of September, 1864, the quarterly-meeting of 
the Homcastle circuit was held, when the following 
resolution was unanimously passed at the local preachers' 
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meeting, and forwarded to his widow, by the Bev. cTametf 
Spenaley, one of the circuit miniBters : — 

<* Sensible of the loss which has been sustained bjr 
the death of our respected and beloved feUow-labouiiei-y 
the late Mr. Charles Richardson, who during thirtynsLc 
years occupied an honourable position among the local 
preachers of our connexion ; this meeting takes occasion 
to express its sorrow. As a Christian, he was most 
exemplary ; and in this and many other circuits he was 
known as a laborious, acceptable, and most successful 
preacher of the €k)q[)el. Many were brought to God 
by his instrumentality; and ¥nll doubtless be ^the 
crown of his rejoicing in the day of the Lord/ This 
meeting also records its deep sympathy with the be- 
reaved and sorrowing family." 

A few day? after his death, a lady of great personal 
excellence and promise, residing in Liverpool, who 
owned him as her father in Christ, and who within 
three months afterwards unexpectedly finished her 
course^ and followed him to heaven, comforted his 
widow and expressed her own emotion thus : — 

*^ The thought that fills my mind in reference to dear 
Mr. Richardson is, his full preparation for his heavenly 
homa O ! how his loving spirit will rejoice in the 
society he finds there, and in beholding, and being 
changed into the image of the blessed Saviour, whom 
he loved so much upon earth. His removal was like 
Enoch's translation, for he would know little or nothing 
of pain, from the moment he was seized until he joined 
the hosts above. O ! how his life speaks for him ! For 
my part I mourn for him as for my dearly-beloved 
spiritual father ; and feel how sadly I shall miss his 
prayers and wise counsels ; but look forward with joy 
to a happy reunion in the skies.* 
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Many hearts will sympathize with these sentiments, 
and will be glad to know that they were so seasonably 
and suitably expressed. Many similar communications 
were received by the bereaved family, and it is but due 
to the gracious results of a holy life, to supply a sample 
of the thoughts and feelings which were extensively 
called forth by his death. Qood men glorify God, and 
serve their generation long after they have passed the 
grave ; and the name of the " Lincolnshire Thrasher," 
will not soon cease to be a sign and incentive of salva- 
tion to thousands of mankind, for << he being dead yet 
speaketh." 

" Hifl soul to Him who gave it rose; 
God led it to its long repose, 

Its glorious rest. 
And though the warrior's sun has set ; 
Its light shall linger round us jet. 

Bright, radiant, blest.— Xoflji/<^2o)«." 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

" Thy day without a cloud hath pans'd. 
And thou wort lovely to the last ; 
Extinguished^ not decay'd ! 
As stars that shoot along the sky 
Shine brightest as they fall from high."— iByroK. 

Mb. Eichardson was a local-preacher^ bnt he was 
dearly beloved, and highly valued by very many of the 
regular ministera of the Wesleyan Church. They 
greatly admired hia character, rejoiced in his successful 
labours, and will henceforth emulate his bright ex- 
ample—hopefully anticipating a reunion with his spirit, 
in those " everlasting habitations/' where faithful sol- 
diers of the cross " lay hold on eternal life." Many of 
them gave expression to their love and admiration, by 
spontaneously preaching funeral sermons in various 
parts of the country, shortly after his death ; and not a 
few have contributed materials for a chaplet of honour, 
wherewith to crown his memory. So that in sum- 
marizing his character, it is unnecessary to attempt 
anything beyond placing in order the able and interest- 
ing communications which have been supplied by some 
of the ministers to whom he was most intimately known> 
Writing without concert, or any view to publication, 
as they did, their various contributions are the more 
valuable, and confirmatory of the substance of the 
previous memoirs. The testimonies of a few eminent 
laymen are added to enrich the garland, which is here 
woven for the purpose of being placed at the Saviour's 
feet. 
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The Rev. Robert Bond, one of his earliest friends, 
writes as follows : — 

*^ My acquaintance with Mr. Richardson commenced 
in March, 1840 — on the occasion of the opening of a 
new chapel in the Spalding circuit, in which we both 
took part — and was kept up to the close of his valuable 
lif& He visited me in most of the circuits where 
I have been subsequently stationed ; and on every 
occasion he sustained the high estimate, which, from 
the first, I had formed of his character and usefulness. 
I always found him the same cheerful, intelligent 
Christian ; and the same diligent, zealous, and successful 
labourer in the Lord's vineyard. No one seemed to 
me more fully to exemplify the lines : — 

' Freely to all ourselves we give, 
Constrained by Jesu's love to live, 
The servants of mankind.' 

He was a man of fervent and transparent piety, whose 
lofty aim and hallowed motives, in all his public and 
private actions, were seen ' and read of all men,' Like 
Stephen, the proto-martyr, he was * full of faith and 
power' because he was <full of the Holy Ghost.' And 
rarely, if ever, did he preach without leading sinners to 
Christ, or piercing the hearts of some with the arrows 
of divine truth. During the whole period of his evan- 
gelistic life he laboured with uncommon earnestness 
and diligence. Always in time for hi» work, no toil, 
however arduous, seemed to weary or daunt him : he 
began and ended everything he did with, < Praise the 
Lord ! ' His sermons were usually an hour in length, 
and were delivered with much energy and unction, yet 
he entered upon the prayer-meeting, which always 
followed in the evening, with as much freshness, alacrity, 
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and fervoar as if he were but JQst commenciiig the 
service. Here, as it has often starack me, lay, to a con- 
siderable extent, his principal strength, and the lever 
of his marked sucoess. It is not too much to say that 
many hundreds, perhaps thousands of souls, were brought 
to religious decision and found acceptance with €^ in 
these meetings. I never knew one who excelled him 
in conducting such services, or who was so successful, 
either in inducing persons under concern for salvation 
to kneel at the communion-rail, or in assisting them to 
lay hold upon Christ as the Saviour of their souls. In 
these exercises, as well as in preaching, his whole soul 
was engaged, for this was the element in which he 
delighted to live. Like the celebrated Mr. Cecil, he 
appeared constantly to feel : ^ Hell is before me, and 
thousands of souls are shut up there in everlasting 
agonies. Jesus Christ stands forth to save men from 
rushing into this bottomless abyss. He sends me to 
proclaim his ability and love. I want no fourth idea, 
every fourth idea is contemptible.' He was accustomed 
to watch with deep solicitude, those whom he thought 
had obtained good under the sermon, and if they re- 
mained to the prayer-meeting he sought to converse 
with them, and if possible, conduct them to the 
' penitent's pew ' or the communion-rail. Sometimes 
he went out of the ordinary way in order to produce 
attention and impression in preaching. When the 
feelings of his auditors were prepared for it, he would 
suddenly commence singing a verse of a hymn, appro- 
priate to the subject on which he was speaking, and 
the people, though taken by surprise, would usually 
unite ; he would then resume the thread of his dis- 
course with admirable tact, amidst expressions of holy 
motion and devout praise. I very well recollect one 
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iiiBtance which occurred when he was yisiting me. 

He was preaching on ' The kingdom of God/ and in 
j^^2 describing the excellency and glory of Christ as a king, 
12 ]f hia audience became very much impressed, and many 

voices gave loud expression to adoiing joy and exulta- 
ri9: tion, when Mr. E.. suddenly exclaimed : ' Let us crown 
^ Him ! ' and immediately sang out in his own rich and 
j^ ' zinging tones : — 

'* * All haU the power of Jesu's name I 

VV Let angels prostrate fall, 

^ Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all ! ' 

"■ The whole of the congregation arose upon their feet, 

^ and with deep emotion and grand effect, joined in the 

k- hymnal coronation of their Lord, swelling the chorus, 

w « Crown Him ! Crown Him 1 Lord of all ! ' 

i '^ It must not be supposed that the matter of his 

Be]*taoions was common-place, or that he relied upon 
^ excitement, or low, whimsical methods, to produce 

effect. His discourses were in general carefully studied, 
and well arranged, and well sustained with Holy 
Scripture, for he * loved to give God's children plenty 
of their own bread.' He also took care, whenever it 
was possible, to go direct from the closet to the pulpit, 
and in consequence, often appeared there, like Moses 
when he came down from the mount, with the lustre 
of devotion on his countenance; and coming fresh 
from the presence of God, his word * went forth in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.' 
Sinners trembled, mourners in Zion were comforted, 
waverers were established, backsliders were restored, 
believers were edified, ^ the shout of a king was among 
them,' and signs and wonders were wrought in the 
name of Jesus. 
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^ Nor must I omit to mention that bis preaching 
was as faithful^ as it was enjergeiic and vmpressive. 
Like his divine Master, ^ faithfulness was the girdle of 
his reins,' and * by manifestation of the truth be com- 
mended himself to every man's conscience in the sight 
of God. On one occasion he was discoursing against 
* conformity to the world,' in a place whoi*e females 
were dressed in apparel much too gay, and fashionable 
for * women professing godliness;' and Buch was the 
force of his remarks, that several of his bearers con- 
fessed afterwards, that they wished they could have 
torn off their finery and flowers upon the spot : and 
some of them on returning home at once put away their 
gay trimmings, and ever afterwards appeared in the 
house of God, more in keeping with their profession 
as *' strangers and pilgrims on the earth.' 

"The paramount object of Mr. Eichardson's life, 
was evidently the diffusion of the glory of God, in the 
s«alvation of sinners, and the enlargement of the church. 
He possessed in an eminent degree what a distinguished 
infidel once styled ^a heroic passion for saving souls.' 
The late Rev. John Smith once said, ' If souls are not 
saved, I am a heart-broken man ;' and he might have 
said the same. His firm resolve was that of the holy 
prophet's : ^ For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth.' This holy 
passion was the mainspring of his soul, and the pulse 
of his inner life, which was always beating morning, 
noon, and night ; so that he was ever ready to seize 
every opportunity, employ every talent, and strain every 
nerve to save souls. Wherever you saw him he was 
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the same man, and evinced the same high aim. In the 
pulpity in the prayer-meeting, in the family circle, 
' ' amongst persons of all ages, in the company of the rich 
' ' and the poor, in the church, and in the world, there 
^ was ever the same simple, glowing, intelligent zeal for 
'- the salvation of souls, and the honour of his Lord and 
^ Master. There were no ebbings and Sowings observ- 
^' able in his devotedness to God. His was the persistent 
t^ habit of a holy life, which had one end in view, and 
K from which it never deviated. Everything he said or 
s did, seemed to say, ' I want to glorify Jesus, and to 

t. win souls for Him. I am His, His only — wholly His, 

i and £Us for ever.' God had put into his hand the key 

r of the kingdom, the knowledge of His word, and he 

: was anxious to open the gate of life to every one. He 

I saw sinners dropping by thousands into perdition, and 

he strove, and even agonized to pluck them as brands 
from the burning. 

" There was something peculiarly striking and appro- 

( pricUe in the prayers he offered in public, and very fre- 

I quently a remarkable unction and power attended them. 

I What has been said of another devoted servant of 

, Christ may be said of him. ^ To pray appeared as 

natural as to breathe ; ' the exercise was not so much 

one of duty, as of delightful enjoyment. Whilst within 

the precincts of the throne, he inhaled such a sweet 

and heavenly influence, that he seemed reluctant to 

retire from the spot where he held communion with 

God. He loved to live iu uninterrupted fellowship 

with Him who is the fountain of all joy, and felt with 

the holy Dr. Payson * that the battle is either lost or 

won at the throne of the heavenly grace.' 

<< Mr. Richardson was distinguished for the meekness 
and gentleness of his spirit, which increased as he 
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advanced in jean. He posBeated in no common decree 
the charitj that * thinketh no evil,' and the wiadcMn 
* which is first pare, then peaceable, gentle, easy- to be 
entreated.' With whom was he ever known to quarrel ? 
or who could quarrel with him ) He ' walked in love,' 
and his peace with all men was as entire as that which 
he enjoyed with Qod ; he ^ followed after the things 
which make for peakse, and things wherewith one may 
edify another.' His character was beautifully sincere ; 
there was no double dealing in him, nothing pret^i- 
tious, no selfHseeking. He was adorned with 'the 
beauty of holiness ; ' and wi^ a happy man, because he 
was holy, and the peace of his heart ' shone through 
the Tell of the flesh, and became the light of his coun- 
tenance.' He always appeared to me as ^ultless as 
any one I ever knew, and few men have been more 
highly prized by their intimate acquaintances. Th^« 
have doubtless, been many greater men, but as I think, 
few lovelier J or more tdse/td than he. l^ature made him 
amiable, religion made him good, duty made bim labo- 
rious. Providence made him useful, and God plainly 
accepted his services, granted many a token of His 
favour, stamped him with the character divine, and 
made him a man of renown. 

'< But he is gone ; his consistent and exemplary course 
has at length terminated in a better world; and his 
huiitiiun^ Hack hiiUi shines in our sight, animating the 
etiTurU of all who knew him, and stimulating them to 
d4.^votednedf; and peraeveranoe in the path that leads to 
* glory, hcitiour, and immortality.' 

* By tho thmno-blaze of Godhead he standsy 
Til a miinstoring' spirits have orown'd him, 
Etamity's harp in his hand, 
■ And a halo of glory around him.* " 
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The Rev. Philip Fowler, of the city of Chester, 
states : — 

** I have known Mr. Richardson for more than 
twenty years, and have often been with him in public 
meetings, and in the social circla From the first I 
have ever regarded him as a Ckxl-made man in an emi- 
nent sense. When blessed with the saving grace of 
God in early life, that grace not only renewed his 
heart, but also gave expansiveness to his naturally 
sound and vigorous mind, and led him in a docile 
prayerful spirit to the * Father of lights ' for instruc- 
tion j and he was * taught of God.' To him the promise 
was strikingly fulfilled, ^The meek will he guide in 
judgment : and the meek will he teach his way.' 

^*lt is well known that he was 4n labours more 
abundant ; * and in all of them his object was to glorify 
God by winning souls to Christ He was not satisfied 
with gathering crowds of people to hear him preach, or 
with collecting large sums of money for public charities, 
for these were always secondary objects with him. His 
great aim was to save souls ; for this he studied, prayed, 
wept, and toiled ; in a word, for this he lived. He had 
what thousands of good people need — a great and well- 
defined object to live for; and the end at which he 
aimed wps to a great extent accomplished. Few 
preachers have been so successful as he. I have 
witnessed the most marvellous effects produced by 
his labours. In many of the counties, and principal 
towns of the kingdom, he has left numerous seals to 
his ministry. 

"To Wesleyan Methodism he was most sincerely 
and intelligently attached. He believed it to be of 
God ; and defended and served it to the best of his 
ability. In troublous times his testimony and appeals 
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of his fellow-men. I never knew one who did so much 
good, and so little harm ; indeed I do not know that he 
ever did harm at alL Some men in their earnest zeal 
run into offensive and dangerous extravagancies, but it 
was not so with my invaluable friend. On all occa- 
sions he appeared to wear his honours with saintly 
meekness, and never assumed any self-important or 
dictatorial airs. His name will long continue to be a 
' household word,' as it has been for many years past, 
among our pious people wherever he laboured. To 
hundreds, and I may say thousands, he has been made 
a blessing. We want hosts of such men. My heart 
yearns after him, and cri^: < Help, Lord; for the 
godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail from among 
the children of men.' " 

The Rev. James Grose, of Hull, who saw much of 
him both in Boston and London, writes thus : — 

"Mr. Richardson's life deserves to be held forth for 
imitation. He was a Revvoaliat of the right stamp, 
and one of whom I could entirely approve. His 
preaching was perfectly free from all rant, was instruc- 
tive, legitimate, and very earnest ; it had the marks of 
true genius, and was free from all eccentricity. In 
these days of clap-trap, of picture-painting, of pulpit 
fireworks, which startle and please, and yet are useless ; 
it is refreshing to have such a specimen of preaching as 
Wesley, Benson, Watson, and Bunting would approve, 
and yet to find that preaching popular, because of its 
usefulness. He had a very genial spirit, and whs 
greatly beloved by every family that entertained him. 
He was, moreover, a sound Methodist, jind the means 
of adding permanently, many to the Church of Christ." 

The Rev. Thomas Harrison Walker, who was super- 
intendent of the Homcastle circuit fn>m 1849 to 1852, 
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and had tlie means of knowing bn tiionii^^j, 
tajs:— 

^ I alwBjB regaided him as a smeera^ < 
earnest Chriafcian. Aa a praadier, for an 
maa, he displayed cooaidenible talent and 
He was, in the legitimate aenae of tlie woid, a Bemm 
aligL He waa eaneit witfaont extnvaganee, and 
many are the soola he has been the means of bringing 
to Christ Hia doctrinal Tiewa I believe to have been 
strictly Methodistic ; his judgment was aonnd^ and bis 
qririt gendoi kind, and winning. He woriced baid, 
and he woriced weU. It would be a blessed thing for 
Methodism had we many more men of the same qnrk^" 

The Rev. Joa^h Midgeley, of Goole^ says : — 

** He WHS a thorough ChristiBn, and a sonnd Metho- 
dist In principle and pmctice. I have often heard him 
preach, and have firequoitly witnessed the oonvetaion of 
sinners under his word. He was an able preacb^ and 
a safo, wise, and prodent ooansell<Nr. He never made 
m]8chie£ Of the dead, and the absent, he never woold 
speak anything but good. He made no enemies, but 
friends everywhere. He was greatly valued and es- 
teemed by ns and our peopla" 

The Rev. James Findlay, superintendent of the H<»ti- 
castle circuit at the time of Mr. Richardson's death, 
testifies to his character, thus : — 

<^ Hf was an artless, gentle, genial, happy Chrisdan, 
yet withal a shrewd and keen observer of life and 
manners. He studied well in the book of human 
nature, ever open before him ; but * the lock of 
his strength ' was his entire consecration of heart and 
life to Qod. A. more single-minded, guileless, stain- 
less character never was found in this circuit He was 
beloved and venerated the most, by those who knew 
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liim most intimately, and had known him the longest. 
He was a ripe saint ; a fine old Methodist preacher, 
rezninding us of the ' Great Hearts ' of the ^Id time, 
of whoae simple character and mighty pulpit power our 
fathers have told us. When shall we look upon his 
like again ! " 

The late lamented Edward Corderoy Esq., of Lon- 
don, one of the most able and eloquent men that have 
ever graced the Wesleyan community, said, in writing 
to a friend : — 

** All I have heard of Charles Biohardson assures me 
that he was a godly, self-denying, and most useful man 
•^one honoured of Gk)d in life and death." 

Dr.Smith,of Oamboumcthe historian of Methodism, 
referring to one of Mr. Richardson's visits to Oomwall, 
said : — 

"We all admired his piety, self-denial, zeal, and 
single-minded devotedness to the service of the Saviour. 
He was very useful, and I believe many souls were 
brought to God during his stay hera" 

Benjamin Gough, Esq., of Mountfield, Faversham, 
who has expressed his admiration of the devoted evan- 
gelist, in the beautiful Spenserian stansas which conclude 
these pages, describes the man and his labours in the 
following paragraphs : — 

" It is about twenty years since I first made acquaint- 
ance with the late Mr. 0. Richardson, when he came 
to preach at Yauxhall, in the Lambeth circuit. 
Daring his stay in London on this and some succeed- 
mg occasions, he resided under my roof; and the 
remembrance of those visits is slill firagrant and 
chdrished. He always brought a blessing with him, 
and always left a blessing behind him. His conversa- 
tion in private was invariably serious, but at the same 
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time cheerful, and never degenerated into frivolity or 
gossip ; it was seasoned with the salt of true heartfelt 
religion, «nd * so ministered grace to the hearers. ' 
His character may be justly and accurately described 
as exhibiting uniform and consistent piety — ^piety not 
only seen, but^e^^, and surrounding him with a halo of 
goodness wherever he went. He was entirely devoted 
to his great work ; preaching for the salvation of eouls 
was his business and his delight ; and all his energies 
of body and soul, in the pulpit and out of it, were bent 
towards the accomplishment of the one all-important 
object for which he lived. He was pre-eminently a 
man of one Book, The Bible was the book of his con- 
stant study and the joy of his heart ; he loved it dearly, 
and he read it incessantly, and prayed over it, and dng 
in it, as in an inexhaustible mine of wealth. Here he 
found his spiritual weapons and his invulnerable shield. 
From this hallowed book he rose to ascend the pulpit, 
and wield the Spirit's two-edged sword with amazing 
power and success. He had the Bible, as the phrase is, 
' at his lingers' ends,' so that the deficiencies of his 
early education were made up by his more than 
ordinary acquaintance with the divine book. Gk)d 
called him to be His workman, and with little aid of 
human learning God fitted him to do His work. 

'^ As a preacher, he was truly evangelical ; and the 
great and all-absorbing theme of his ministry was 
* Christ crucified.' He did not merely round his 
periods or polish his paragraphs by mentioning his 
Master's name, bufc Christ was the stajole of his ser- 
mons; Christ in His glorious Crodhead, as able to 
save to the uttermost ; Christ in His true manhood, 
sympathizing and suffering with us ; Christ with His 
precious blood, atoning for all the sins of all man- 
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kind; ; and Christ as our high priest and intercessor 
in heaven. There was a dignity and majesty in 
the simplicity of his style which carried co.nviction 
to the hearts of his hearers, and with it an assurance 
that the preacher was awfully sincere. He was 
always earnest, but his earnestness was associated with 
power — * power from on high,' * for while he yet spake 
the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word ; ' 
and saints were edified, whilst sinners were quickened 
and saved. His service in the church may safely 
be pronounced a * successful ministry ;' and I doubt 
not that thousands of souls will hail him as their 
' father in Christ,' in the day of the Lord. It may 
be true that he had not, as some have, ^five Udenta^ 
(which they seldom use), but 4ie improved the ' two ' 
which God gave him, and used them well for His 
glory ; and the depth of his piety, the glowing ardour 
of his unquenchable zeal^ and the intense fervour 
of his love for Christ and the souls of men, made 
him 'a burning and a shining light,' an honour to 
Methodism, a lasting blessing to the church and the 
world. 

''He was one of those old-fashioned Methodist*) 
who rejoiced in prayer-meetings, in opposition to the 
modem distaste for those invaluable means of grace 
which is unhaj^ily too manifest in some quarters. 
The preaching of the Word, followed by the prayer- 
meeting, was to him a complete service ; and it was 
after his powerful sermons that the Word was thus 
' harrowed in ;' and I can testify, from my own know- 
ledge, that these meetings were, under God, the means 
of bringing many convinced sinners to exercise saving 
faith, and enter into the liberty of Christ. This was 
the success for which Mr. Richardson laboured, and 
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nothing short of saving souls satisfied the longings 
of his ardent natura His whole ministiy was ex- 
ercised with a single eye to God's glory, and he ever 
strove with nnfidtering pnrpoee, to save souls, and 
build up and sanctify the church of Christ. For this 
he lived, and doing this work he died. 

** He was a staunch Methodist, whether in sunshine 
or storm, and ever stood firmly to his principles, main- 
taining his integrity, amidst many temptations to turn 
aside ; nor did he ever swerve from either our doctrines 
or our discipline. He mourned over signs of declen- 
sion, and ever held that our stability and progress as a 
church, depend upon the maintenance of primitive 
simplicity and continued spirituality. He deprecated 
worldly Methodism — the neglect of the class-meeting, 
absence from week-night services, and a loose and care- 
less walk and conversation — as the great peril of our 
times ! In one word, all his interests for both worlds 
were identified with Methodism ; and to promote these 
he lived and laboured with an energy which never 
tired, and a love which never grew cold. 

<' Like a valorous soldier, he fell upon the field of 
conflict, sword in hand, and wearing the whole armour 
of God ! The last blow he struck was for Christ, and 
his wounds were scars of honour, received in fighting 
for his Lord and King ! His kst words were expres- 
sions of exultation and triumph. He followed his 
Captain, and was led to victory ; and his latest utter- 
ance, ^ All is weUj told his present joy, and foreshadowed 
his future glory. His end was peace. And having 
fought the good fight, and finished his earthly course, 
like John, reclining on his Master's breast, he calmly 
exchanged mortality for life^ and arose from the toils of 
the churoh militant on earth, to the rest and rewards 
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of the chiirch triumphant in heaven — a companion of 
that honoured warrior-band, who form the inner-circle 
i*ound the throne, and are written in the book of life, 
as *^ called, and chosen, and faithful.'' 

''The spirit, and zeal, and simplicity of Charles 
Richardson, I ventui*e to saj, are just what is now 
wanted by Methodist preachers and people. May we 
all receiv^e a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost, and 
speedily see the work of God revive throughout the 
world, 

* Till the earth is o'erflowed, 
And the universe filled with the glory of Gk>d. " 



3n 30<moriam 

or 
CHARLES RICHARDSON, THE PEASANT PREACHER. 



Noi mtay from the noble and the gwt. 
An aird to pnmch the Go^wl to the poor ; 
Not many of the wiae and miglity, wait 
The Bloawd Hastes call, but erennoflv 
Jans aoointa His own ambaandor. 
80, aaOiiig 00 the Galilean lake. 
His fint disciples heard the call dxrine ; 
The hamble fishermen thor nets f oraaks^ 
To f olknr their dear Lord, and in His serriee join. 

Thus from the peaaanf s cottage on the moor. 
Or bleak hill-aide- onletter'd and unknown, 
Wieklin^ the thraahing-llail upon the floor. 
Or following the np-land pkmgh, cnknown, 
God stoops some hig^ evangelist to own : 
Noblest of mission-maityn- -hero— saint, 
John Himt^ the peaaani— ranonised on high ! 
And — yielding to the spirifs sweet constnint — 
Behold Charles Richardson— lore, labomr, conquer, die. 

What burning seal, unquenchable and pure, 
Vrg'd on the Peasant Preacher as he wrought 
His Master^s glorious work ! His aim how sure 
When the barb'd arrow found the heart he soog^t^ 
And trembling penitents to Christ were brought. 
With bended knees, and eyes up-cast to heaVn — 
Pierc'd — ^wounded by the spirit's flaming sword, — 
But soon rejoicing in their sins forgiy'n. 
They shout in chorus loud, and magnify the Lord. 

Artleas and natural as a little diild. 

All guileless in simplicity and love. 

He preacfa'd the Gospel pure and undefil'd, 

God's Gospel— sent to sinners from above, 

God's pow'r— omnipotent, to melt and move 
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The stubborn heart, and open the blind eyes 
To see their sin and cure, — the Lamb of God ! 
The sleepers wake I— the dead in sin arise 
To pardon, peace, and joy, through faith in Jesu's blood 1 

All glorious is the Gospel dispensation ! 
And Gospel-pardon ofifer'd unto all. 
world-embracing, full and free salvation, 
blest redemption from our sin and thrall, 
Which lifts us from the ruins of the fall, 
And sets us with God's princes—from our shame, 
To brotherhood with Christ, our living Head ! 
God's sons 1 Our bright " inheritance'' we daim, 
Jerusalem above, whose golden streets we tread. 

They that be wise shall shine in glorious lustre 
Like the clear firmament — but they that turn 
Many to righteousness- -as stars shall cluster. 
Blazing in splendour for which angels yearn, 
God's jewels, round God's throne for aye to bum t 
And they that suffer with their Lord below, 
And do, and bear, for Him they love and own, 
Heav'n's bright rewards, on such He will bestow, 
Jesus shall give the crown, and lift them to his throne ! 

So wrought the Peasant Preacher for his Lord, 
With even zeal, and simple heart and eye ; 
So wrought the quick'ning spirit with the Word 
In saving pow'r, and brought salvation nigh, 
To sinners, who felt Jesus passing by. 
Thus ever so the weak confound the strong, 
God's heroes in the Gospel's holy war : 
Hark ! how they shout the oonqu'ror's joyous song, 
And things that are not, bring to nought the things that are I 

Wreath a bright chaplet o'er the soldier's grave ! 
Christ's soldier he, who triumph'd when he fell : 
Over his tomb the red-cross banner wave. 
And loud and long let solemn anthems swell 
For him, whose dying hymn was " All is well !" 
Over his honour'd dust, thy vows renew. 
Nor scorn to sheil the sympathetic tear ; 
Keep the pure mem'ry of his life in view. 
While on his tomb you read, "Charles Richardson lies here." 

Benjamin Gouoh. 
lioutUfield, Faverikam, Kent, 
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Notes of one of tbe earliest sermons which Mr. 
Richardson preached, and refenred to on page 63 : 

TVxf— 2 OoR. y. 20 : " Now then we are unbuaadora for Christ, 
as though God did beeeeoh yoa by oi : we pray you in Christie stead, 
be ye reoonoOed to Qod." 

The nibjeot was introdaoed by pertinent and telling observa- 
ioofl on the relations subsisting between 8t Paul and the Conn- 
thians,— the instrument of their oonversion, and their spiritual 
oTerseer in the Lord,— clothed, as he was, with authority for the 
work of the ministry, and supplied with suitable gifts by the Holy 
Ohost— gifts and autiiority which are still oommimicated to those 
whom God himself appoints to preach the Gospel. The plan of the 
disoooTse was the following : — 

I. The commission with which Gospel ministen are entrusted. 

IL The message which they are commanded to oonmiunicate. 
in. The astonishing grace of God displayed in thus dealing 
with men. 

L The oommiasion, ke. This was lUustrated and explained by 
enlarging upon : — 

1. The authority with whidi royal ambassadorB are dothed. 

2. Their appointment to represent the monarch or govemmoit 
in whose name they appear. 

8. Their responsil^ty, to the aoTereign who sends them, for 
the whole of their conduct * 

II. The message, ftc 

1. It is one of reeoueUiation cmd ptaet, pre-sappodng and 
assuming that man is a rebel, — an unquestionable fttct^ which is 
stated again and again in the Word of God, and is proved by the 
sinful conduct of mankind all over the world. Tet God follows his 
sinful creatures with grace and the promises of pardon, and embreaU 
them to accept His offers. 

2. The message assumes and declares man's rebellion to be 
most vniuUural. It is that of a child fighting against a kind father. 
And ! the goodness of that Father I He has giren His only 
begotten Son to demonstrate His love, and by His proridenoe wraps 
you up in mercy erery day ; but still He has to complain : " I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
me." O I this is Tory unnatural ! 
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8. The message from God assumes that man's oonduot towards 
Him is rery unreat&nabU, You who rebel have turned your back 
upon your best friend, and gone orer to your greatest enemy. 
The noaster you serve is a hard task-master ; he is a tyrant, and 
shows no mercy. Yon are slaves, doing the basest and meanest 
'work. You are ginning against God, and grieving His spirit, under 
the lashings of oonsdenoe, the fear of death, and are in the road to 
hell. Oh 1 how unreasonable I 

4 The message pronounces the rebellion to be base ingratUude, 
The Lord has done you good all your days, preserved you in in- 
fancy, guarded in youth, brought you to maturity, and 1 how He 
has preserved you from enemies and dangers, from death and hell ! 
When sick, how often He has healed you ; weak. He has strength- 
ened you ; hungry. He fed you ; thirsty. He gave you drink ; your 
bread has been given, and water made sure. A thousand provi- 
dences are at work for you every day to supply your wants— sun, 
wind, fire, clouds, dews, seasons, winter snows, and rains of spring 
— cbll are kept in motion for you. Besides, oh ! how prDdous, how 
wonderful His mercy, how long-suffering, and kind his spirit ! To 
rebel against Him, is like a dying man fighting his physician ; or 
a starving man ill-treating the friend who brings him bread. How 
ungrateful 1 

5. The rebellion is dangerfmt aadfoolith. The sinner'has over- 
matched himself. It is the creature against the Creator ; a feeble 
worm against onmipotence ; man against God ; How foolish ! 
Absalom fought against his father, but see his end t He hangs in 
the oak 1 Pharaoh fought against Gkxl, but was drowned in the 
sea 1 Saul turned his back upon God, but look, he falls upon his 
•own sword 1 And dost thou refuse to be reconciled 1 

III. The astonishing grace of God, dec. What is the conduct 
of God towards you after all your rebellion and oontinued wicked- 
ness ? 1 be astonished, ye heavens, ye angels, and behold 1 
God sends His ambassadors to Uft the flag of peace, and offer men 
the.blessings of the GospeL The Son of God lays open His bosom, 
and shows to sinners His wounded side, and prays them to be 
reconciled to God 1 And look at the wutnner in which we are com- 
manded to tender His mercy to sinners. 

1. With ike higkftH OMtkariijf^** As though God did beseech you 
by Qs." What we say to you, we say in God's name. Our 
entreaties are His entreaties. Our love to you is a faint reflection 
of His infinite love to you. We pray you to return to God. It is 
His will that you should do so. In His name we promise you pardon 
for all your sins. Now, consider the love of God. Was ever such 
oonduot known ? No ? it is imparalleled. Oh ! what tender mercy 
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U duplayedin thii Tene ! Did ever a judge, after pftssing- sentence 
upon apoorcriniioal, oome dows from His high'aeat, and beeeecb tfce 
offender toaoeept a free pardon f Was it oyer known that a <sr«diter 
oame to the prison to his ruined debtor to beseech him to r^oetwe 
an acquittance in full f Yet «uch is the wonderful oondeeoeosioii of 
the God of glory, and thy Creator 1 " As though God did 1 
you," 4c. But we are also to speak :— 

2. With melting eompauum. The ambassador not only < 
in God's name, but in Christ's stead. Now, with great fear and 
solemnity, let me impress St. Paul's wonderful ideas upon ytm. 
Suppose that Christ appears in person, and stands bef ojie you ; 
every eye would be fixed. O ! see the Man of Sorrows ! He left 
the courts above to suffer for you sinners. Remember what you 
have read of His sufferings and death in the Gospels. Now, He 
takes off the hatches and uncovers the pit ; you may smell the 
stench and smoke, hew the heart-rending cries and groans coming 
from the burning g^, and as you see lost souls agonising in horrible 
distress, you perhaps feel just ready to drop into it. But the loving 
Saviour speaks to thee, and pointing to his head crowned with 
thorns, he speaks again, and says, I suffered this to save thee 
from heU. He points again to his head, and woimded side, and 
back, and says, if thou wilt forsake thy idns, and love and serve 
me, thou shalt never go into the pit. Then he opens heaven, and 
shows all the gloiy of the place, and pointing to his hands and feet, 
he says, Only forsake thy sins, and saints and angels shall be thy 
companions, crowns and glory shall be thine. Then He brings 
eternity before you, as far as you can comprehend it, and pointing 
to the crown of thorns upon^His head, with tears and entreaties 
beseeches you to be reconciled to God. Oh 1 Who can bear it ? 
Who can withstand it ? 

3. WiUi tender importunity, "We pray you," &c. Then I am 
to soHdt and importune you, in Christ's stead. I do this, and pray 
you by the shortness of time, by the solemnities of death, by the 
awful realities of the resurrection morning, bv the terrors of the 
day of judgment, by the immutability of the final s^itence, by the 
horrors of hell, by the glories of heaven, by the sufferings of Christ, 
by His agony in the garden, by His shame at Pilate's bar, by the 
cross upon His shoulder, by His expiring groans, by His powerful 
intercession, by His love for your souls, &c. " I pray you be ye 
reconciled to God." 

In conclusion, look at what follows if you refuse. Tou patronise 
and approve all the rebellion and wickedness of men and devils ; 
for if yov, have a right to continue in sin, why not others t Yea, 
every man upon earth, and every devil in hell. And are yoa for 
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- raifnng a univeracU mutiny and rebellion against the throne of 
Qod ? Awful thought I He will soon give death a commission to 
seise and drag you to the bar. He will meet you as a bear bereaved 
of her young. And now, if you will not submit to meroy, and 
xuaJce your peace with Him, '' Prepare to meet thy God." Gird 
thee, put thy armour on, call earth and hell to help thee, &o. 
But oh ! ''be ye reoonoiled to God/' &o. 
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Notes of the sermon preached at Hatton, on the 
17th July, 1864, by Mr, C. Richardson :— 

TVjrt.— Numbers xiii. 80 : "And Caleb stilled the people before 
Moses and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it ; for we are 
well able to overcome it." 

The history of the ancient Israelites abounds with many most 
important events, which give instruction to a Christian at every 
stage of his progress to the heavenly Canaan. From the period of 
their grievous bondage in Egypt, to the very moment they took 
possession of the promised land, we have a succession of visible 
displays of an overruling providence, in which all the perfections 
of the Divine character were harmoniously at work for their welfare. 
When they were subject to the most cruel slavery, the Lord brought 
them out with a mighty hand. When pursued by the hosts of 
Pharaoh, He divided the waters of the Red Sea, and they walked 
over it upon dry ground. When they were parched with thirst. 
He caused the waters to gush out of the rock, which followed them. 
When they were perishing of hunger. He sent them manna from 
heaven in due season. And when they wanted to know their road. 
He led them by a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, 
and safely conducted them through aJl their dangers to the pro- 
mised land ; and drove out the nations before them, little by little, 
lest the wild beasts should indrease upon them. 

The circumstances with which the text stands connected are as 
follows : Moses, in obedience to the command of God sent twelve 
men, one out of every tribe, to espy out the land of Canaan, and 
gave them suitable directions relative to the facts which they were 
to inquire into, viz., whether the land was good or bad, whether 
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the people were etroog or weak, whether fhey dwelt in tanto, or 
oitiee, or itroiigholds. They were to be of good oounigv, and nrhen 
they oame baok they were to bring with them eamplee of the fmiba 
of the land. Having reoeiTed then instmotionfl^ they went np into 
the oountry,and at the oloae of forty days returned with thsir report, 
and said onto Moeee : " Sorely the land iloweih with milk and boney, 
and this is the fruit of it ; nererthelesB the people are strongr that 
dweU in the land, the dties are walled and veiy great, ".ftc. See 
yerses 27 and 28, and then the text 

It is generally considerBd that the ciroumstanoee I ha,ve re- 
ferred to are typioal of something better onder the Gk)spel dis- 
pensation. We may therefore, with propriety, view the text as 
ezpreasing what belongs to the CSiristian's pilgrimage to heaTon, 
and shall notioe : — 

I. The object which the pflgrims have in view. 
II. The line of oondnct they moBi obeerve. 
III. The aasuranoe whioh sustains them. 

I. The object which chbibtiak filobimb have in tiew. 

1. This is a land of gloriout and tverUuting Uffht There the 
son is risen to set no more, and there he scatters his cheerini^ 
rays throngh every part; there the darkness of night shall no 
longer depress the feelings; the darkness of sin shall no more 
pervade the land ; the darkness of Providence shall no more per- 
plex the thoughts ; the darkness of heD shall no more alarm the 
fears ; the darkuess of the grave shall no more conceal our friends ; 
the morning of the resonection shall oommenoe a day never to 
be followed by night, when every shade of darimess shall be 
banished from the mind ; all the mysteries of Providence shall 
be unfolded, and we shall for ever bask in the beams of the Son 
of Righteousness. 

2. It it a land of permaneni re$L There remains a rest for the 
people of God— a rest where pure enjoyment reigns, and where there 
is no more toil, or suffering, or danger, or want ; no more persecu- 
tion for the sake of the cross, no more buffetting against the storms 
of life. There our labours end. The tempests are hushed into a 
pleasing cahn. " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord," &c. 
And do we not ezdaim, " that I had wings like a dove, for then 
would I fly away, and be at rest.*? And shall we not "fear, lest, 
a promise being left us of entering into rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it." 

3. It is a land of conHant peace. No national ooovulsions, no 
domestic quarrels, no conflicting passions are there. All are the 
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subjects of one king, all are children of one family, all are sanc- 
tified by one spirit, and therefore peace flows as a river. No 
enemies to invade that land ! no spies to bring an evil report 
from another. The inhabitants are all peacemakers. The sove- 
reigm is the Prince of Peace, and the law of the land is the law 
of love, &o. 

^ It is a land of unmingUd pleasure, ** In thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy," &c. Pleasures in beholding the King in His beauty — 
in listening to the loud hosannahs of the glorified throng— in feast- 
ing on the fruits of Canaan, and in all the high delights which 
shall ravish the spiritual senses. Not one streaming eye shall there 
be seen ; not a single groan shall ever be heard ; no pain shall there 
be felt ; no bitter cup to drink ; every fear dispelled ; every doubt 
removed ; every complaint banished ; every eye sparkling with 
joy ; every heart dancing with gladness ; every soul filled with 
glory ; &o. 

5. It is a land of glorious liberty . All the inhabitants are free 
men, living in the privileges of a blessed emancipation, from the 
tyranny of Satan, from the dominion of sin, from the fear of death. 
They have exchanged the house of bondage for a house not made 
with hands ; a country of captive exiles for a land of noble free- 
dom, where all are priests and kings, &o. 

Q, It is a land of abundant supplies. There is no famine 
there. Jacob's family have no need to go down into Egypt to buy 
com. There is bread enough and to spare. There a poor 
despised Lazarus doffs his tattered garments, and is adorned with 
the best robes ; none are parched with thirst, for the rock rolls 
living streams amongst them ; none faint with weakness, for the new 
wine of the kingdom revives them ; there is no complaining in the 
streets, for all are filled with the fulness of God. This is a land of 
corn and wine, &c. Living bread and living waters, and enough 
for evermore, &c. 

7. It is a land of perfect holiness. God, angels, and saints are 
holy, and none can be allowed to enter the country where they 
dwell, but those " who have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb,'' and kept them dean. A 
guilty conscience, impure affections, a stubborn will, and dis- 
oixiered passions, exclude from paradise. ** Except ye be con- 
verted, and" &c. 

II. The une of conduct thbt must obserye. 

1. At the commencement there mvuatheeiUire decisionofcka/rnder. 

The spies may bring an evil report, and tell you of the sons of the 

giants, the lions in the way, and the floods of Jordan, and that the 

difficulties are so great they never can be surmounted ; but the lies 

B B 
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of the work!, Um ■ugirestioiw of SiiUn, and ti&e reaaonin^ 
minds must not be liHaned to. The heart iiiu«t bo docicl 
jonrney besun without delay ; for the longrer ^mre look a 
cultiee, the frnater they will become. Ererytbin^ <x>bii4 
time and eternity call for deoiaioa of oharact^er. Tiate 
death is approaohing, the judge is at the door, the a4s&x»ea c 
are opening to our view. And shall we linger, and be fk 
Lot's wifef If death finds us loitering, we shall fall ▼ictii 
avenger of blood. 

2. An uwiMumrin^ emrftmtmi^ Cktitt, We maj-vrell • 
that man's piety who feels ashamed to make a public ptrotfc 
religion. Let us not suppose that we may seoretly ateaJ thre 
wiMemees unobserred. The eyes of Ood, of men, of tknge 
of devils, are upon us. O let us wt^tu that we are sbn 
and pilgrims on the earth, as all our fethers were. This eeni 
may expose us to the insults of the world, but remember 
Christ said : " Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my Y 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed," he. 

5. The tX€reiH <tf heroit eouragt must mark their conduct, 
wilderness through which we tevel abouuds with daiigen 
trials ; hosts of foes behind, mountains of difficulty on either hs 
and Jordan's floods in fn>nt> &c. But, courage, your Captain cr 
Shall we be alarmed at the number, malice, and power of our & 
mies, and prove cowards? ** No ! " says tiie Christian ; "none 
these things move me." '* Who shall separate us from the Jove 
Christ?" kc We must fight our passage through, and oe?t 
sheath the sword until we enter through the gates into the mty, 

4. The pleating bonds of Christian unity are also neoeasuy 
** Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity I " —in unity of principle, affection, design, effort. 
We are all memben of the same body, engaged in the some cause; 
fighting against the same enemies, governed by the same roya/ 
Captain, with the same heaven in prospect Then let us weep in 
secret together, join in agonising prayer, fight in company against 
sin and Satan, plan, scheme, and work together; ''And this I 
pray, that your love may abound yet more and more." Ob ! it is a 
lamentable case when Canaan's travellers fight and tear each other 
by the way. How suitable the advice which Joseph gare to his 
brethren ! ! let your conversation be as becometh the Gospei of 
Christ. Another requisite is— 

6. The cultivation of practical godlinm. Beh'eTers are oaJJed 
" children of the light," and were styled by the Saviour the "%ht 
of the world." And we must let our light «hine before mea— shine 
in oiir dispositions, so that these may recommeQd the Gospei- • 
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. . be faithful duchaii^e of every penonal and relativo duty—in the 

^^ ^pof employment of those talents oommitted to us for the g^ood 
. j^ others. When this is done, the religion of the Saviour appears 
*l*||T'aU its beauty and attractiveness. Men embrace its principles, 
'\V\^'^ Gkxl's ^people shine in their different spheres, and offices, &c. 
, , for more of this I ** An giants may they run their race." 
fBvr.B ^^^' '^^ AS8TJRA.NCE WHICH SUSTAINS THEM. "For we are 

^^'3ll able to overcome it." 

1. BeeavM " well " fmiified with divine protedum. If God 
. !> weighs the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance," then 

. Jj..e is a God of omnipotent power. If '' His eyes are as a Bame of 
^Zy^/' then He is a God cf infinite vHsdom. If "clouds and dark- 

, .^^ess are round about His throne," then He is a God of iniexible 

ustioe. If He "pardons iniquity, and transgression, and sin," 

. .hen He is a God of boundless mercy. If He "is not a man that 

'f ^e should Ue,'' then He is a God of perfect truth. And all these 

.attributes and perfections surround His saints in all their journey- 

* mgs through the present life, and thus He becomes our refuge in 
every danger, the foundation of all our hopes ; and while we trust 

^ , in Chnst, we are led on to certain victory. 

*/" 2. Becduse *'weW tuppwUd hy the Holy Spirit, The Christian 

^' fs a new man, and has a new nature ; he is blessed with the in- 
^ ' dwelling Spirit of God. " Know ye not that ye are the temples of 
f^, God. " This is the spirit of light, that makes known the stratagems 
^' of Satan, &o.; this is the spirit of life, that animates our seal, &c., 
"* - of power, and arms us for the war, 4co. He operates like water, 
'^ and cleanses from all pollution— as fire, and bums up the dross of 
^* sin. This is the self -same Bpirit that " moved upon the face of the 
^ ^ waters," that inspired the ancient prophets, that enabled the apostles 
^' to speak in dive» languages. And this Spirit dwells iu all the 
^ saints, with all His mighty energies, to enable them to overcome 
^ the world, and everything that obstructs their progress to the 
* skies. 

^* 3. Became " well ** fwmiahed with good weapons. There is the 
^^ "shield of faith," and "the breastplate of righteousness," and "the 
1 sword of the Spirit," &c. ; and "the weapons of our warfare are 
' not carnal, but mighty," ko. We must use them well, and keep 
^ them bright, and then, " this is the victory that overcometh the 
^ world, even our faith." So we shall be able to force our passage 
^ through, and scale the mount of God. 

L 4. BecaiLge **weU*' eticouraged hy faithful promiset. And so 

i numerous are these, that to repeat them is out of the question. 

Bnt they are in the Bible, and can be read, and examined in every 

Moson of trial, and when the comfort they afford is most wanted. 
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And ! when w« call to mind the ehancter tA that Ckid who 
has giv«m them, the oertain truths of the Scriptares where thej 
are written, the efficacy of that blood by which they are sealed, 
together with their uniyeraal adaptation to the circuiiistaiioes of 
God's people, we cannot but thank God, and take oourag^ 
let us cultivate this triumphant assurance. " Let us gfo up and 
pooBOfli the good land, for we are well able to overcome it.' 

6. BeoavM "well" commanded by a faitk/ml Captain. The Cap- 
tain of our salvation is the Lord of Hosts— He who stood befon 
Joshua with a drawn sword. He is always in the field with His 
soldiers. O ! how many He has already brought to glory I What 
enoouxBging examples we have in those who are gone before us * 
How many happy deaths of saints and sainted friends h&ve we 
known 1 Praise the Lord ! 
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SSnoe thii page wm printed, one who knew the chapel-keeper well, mjb, 
' He waa too good a man to flatter anfi intended only to enooorage." 



AN ITINEEARY, 



SHOWING THE PLACES VISITED BT MB. BIOHABDBON, TO PBEACH 

OB ATTKSD PUBLIC MEETINGS^ WITH THE DATE 

OP BACH VISIT. 



N.B. — The Itinerary has been compiled from memonuda in Mr. 
Bichcurdson'a handwriting, and though hj no means a complete Journal 
of his labours, it will present something like a continuous view of his path 
of usefulness for thirty years. 

The abbreviations employed are the following : M.M. Missionary 
Meeting. S.S. Sunday School Anniversary. 0. A. Chapel Anni- 
versary. Ct. Circuit. • 



1835 




1887 




Deo. 6 


Hagnaby, Alford Ct. 


„ 26 


Market -Basen Ct., to 


„ 7 


Sutton do. 




11th May. 


„ 8 


Huttoft do. M.M. 


May 16 


Alford Ct., to 26th. 




and on the 9th. 


July 16 


Holton, S.S. 


„ 10 


Trusthorpe do. 


Oct. 8 


Binbrook,M.M.,inMar. 


„ 11 


Alford do. 




l<et-RasenCt.,to30th. 
Alford Ct., to the 22nd. 


1&6 




Nov. 16 


Jan. 24 


Swabyand Hagnaby, do. 


Dec. 26 


Binbrook. 


„ 26 


Orby do. 
WiUoughby do. 


1838 




26 


Jan. 8 


Boston Ct, to 28rd Feb. 


27 


Hogsthorpe do. 


Mar. 6 


Grimsby a. to 19th. 
Alford Ct. to April 12th. 


„ 28 


'Withem do. 


„ 27 


» 2d 


Alford, to the 81st, do. 


Apr. 17 


Binbrook, S.S. 


Feb. 1 


Orby do. 
Withem do. 


May 16 


Alford Ct. to the 22nd. 


„ 2 


June 10 


Firsby Chapel opened. 
Various S.4 


„ 3 


Hogsthorpe do. 


July 


„ 4 


Trusthorpe do. 


Aug. 


Various S.S. 


n 6 


Orby do. 


„ 19 


Spridlington Chapel 


„ 7 


Sutton do. 




opened, and in Mar- 


» 8 


Hagnaby do. 
Holton, and at various 




ket-Rasen Ct. to 22nd. 


Nov. 23 


Sep. 30 


Holton, S.S. 




places in the Grimsby 
Ct., to 4th Jan., 1887. 


Oct. 8 


Spilsbva. to Jan. 30th, 


1837 




1839 




Jan. 11 


Spilsby a., to the 17th. 
Grimsby Ct., to 22nd. 


Feb. 14 


NewYork,Comng8bya. 
Boston Ct. to Mar. 27th. 


Mar. 1 


„ 16 


Apr. 4 


Alford a., to 12t.h. 


Aug. 26 


Spridlington, S.S., to 
27th. 
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1839 


8^.. 


8 


8^ 


6 


tt 


16 


»» 


22 


Oct. 13 




20 


NoV. 17 


Deo. 14 


ti 


22 


ff 


24 


1840 


Jan. 


5 


Feb. 


2 


Mar. 


4 


Apr. 


5 


ff 


7 


ff 


22 


May 


24 


ft 


31 


June 14 


Aug. 


16 


Sep. 


13 


tf 


14 


fy 


17 


tt 


27 


Oct 


18 


if 


25 


Niv. 


8 


Dec. 


6 


1841 


Jan. 24 


Feb. 


19 


Mar. 10 


May 


4 


ft 


5 




23 


ft 


SO 


July 


26 



Mount Pleasant^ Boston 

Ct. 
Thornton-Je-Fen Chapel \ 

opened, Boston Ct. 
Alibrd(^ 
Sibsey, Boston Ct 
Legsby Chape] opened. 
Holton, 8. a, to 24th. 
Market-Baaen Ct, to 

27th. 
Louth Ct to 2l8t. 
Old lieake Sofa, opened. 
Thoresby, Grimsby Ct., 

Ooxhai, S.S., Barton 

a. to the 27th. 
Alford Ct to 27th. 
Holbeach - Fen - End 

Chapel opened, and 

Spafdinfir Ct. to 30th. 
Ulceby, S.S. 
Market - Basen Ct., to 

12th. 
Uloeby, and various M. 

M., to May 13th. 
Alfoixl and Hagnaby. 
Binbrook, S.S. 
Aflwardbv, S.S. 
Sibsey, S.S. 

Osgodby. Chap, opened. 
Market-Buisen Ct. 
Boston Ct. to 20th. 
Moorby Chapel opened. 
Alford a. to the 2l8t. 
Stickney Chapel opened. 
Market-Basen Ct., to 

2dth. 
Grimsby Ct., to Jan. 

20th, 1841. 

Hull to the 29th. 
Louth Ct. to Mar. 2nd. 
Gosberton, Spalding Ct. 

to May 1st 
Eye, Peterbro* Ct 
Wi8beachtothe7th. 
Alford a. to the 26th. 
Boston, M.M.; to June 

2nd. 
Coningsby, S.S. 



1841 1 


Aug. 


1 


ft 


15 


ft 


22 


ft 


29 


Sep. 


12 


ft 


19 


ft 


26 


Oct 


1 


ff 


10 


ff 


17 


ff 


20 


Nov. 


4 


» 


5 


ft 


20 


Dec. 


5 


1842 


Jan. 


13 


ft 


16 


ft 


28 


Feb. 


1 


Mar. 


1 


ff 


10 


ff 


20 


ft 


29 


K 


6 
1 


ff 


8 


ff 


17 


ft 


19 


ft 


26 


July 31 1 


Aug 


7 


ff 


14 


tt 


17 


ft 


21 


Sep. 


11 


tt 


16 


ft 


18 


tt 


25 


Oct. 


2 


tt 


4 


ft 


12 



Kelstera, Lotzth Ct 

Sibsey, S.S. 

Epsom to the 2Sth. 

London. 

Portrey, S.S., to 17th. 

Leake, S.S. 

Botterwick, C. A.^Bostia 
Ct to 28th. 

Suifleet, CJL, to 3ni 

Leadenham ChAp. open- 
ed, Wisbeach Ct to 
15th. 

Dunholme Chap.<^>ened, 

Spalding Ct., to 2Dd 
Nov. 

Dowsdale Chap, opened. 

Onndle Ct. to 14th. 

Hogsthorpe. 

Wisbeach Ct. to 29th. 



Wisbeach. 

Market-Basen Ctto21st 

Eelstem. 

Wisbeach Ct. to 27th. 

Downham Ct. to 6th. 

AswardbyChap. opened. 

Welboum, Sleafoid Ct 

to 25th. 
Market Basen Ct. to 5th 

April. 
Eelstem to the 7th. 
Boston to the 4th. 
Eye, C. A., to the 10th. 
Werrington, C.A. 
OntweU, to the 24th. 
Moulton, C.A. 
Eelstem. 
Frieston, S.S., Boston 

Ct., to the 9th. 
Coningsby, Day Sch. S., 

and 15th. 
Market-Basen. 
Sibsey, S.S. 
New Bohngbroke, C.A. 
¥^shtoft C3u4)el opened. 

Eye, C. A., to 28th. 
Oundle Chapel opened. 
Rannds to the SOl 
Wimbotsbam to 16th. 
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1S42 




1843 




Oct. 19 


Lincoln Ct. to Doc. 8th, 


Nov. 5 


Caythorpe, C.A., Slea- 
ford Ct., to 10th. 




preached 26 times. 




Deo. 15 


Minihgsby, M.M. 


» 12 


Hibberton, C.A., and 


„ 25 


Holbeaoh Chap, opened. 




a.. M.M8., tol7tli. 
Horkstowe. M.M. 


., 27 


Boston. 


„ 19 


1843 




Dec. 5| Miningsby, M.M. 


Jan. 15 


Market-Rasen Ct., to 


„ 12 1 Old Bolingbroke, S.S. 




20th. 


„ 14 


Hagworthmgham, (fair) 


„ 22 


Laoeby to^the 29th. 


„ 17 


Downham to the 20th. 


Feb. 5 


Boston to the 9th. 


1844 




„ 10 


Surfleet, C.A., and Ct. 


Jan, 7 


Market -Rasen a. to 




to 23rd 




10th. 


„ 26 


Grimsby Ct. to 3rd Mar. 


" U 


Waltham Chap, opened. 


Mar. 5 


Covenham and Louth 


» 19 


Ludford. 




Ct. to 7th. 


„ 24 


Grimsby a. to 13th Feb. 


„ 12 


Leadenham, C.A., Slea- 


Feb. 18 


Barton a. to Mar. 15th. 




ford a. to 17th. 


Mar. 17 


Gainsbro' to the 22nd. 


„ 26 


Boston Ct. to April 8th. 


„ 31 


Brigg, S.S., to Apr. 2nd. 
Binbrook. 


Apr. 9 


Grantham Ct. to 13th. 


Apr. 9 


,, 18 


Binbrook. B.S. 


„ 10 


Newark Ct to 18th. 


19 


Sudbrook. 


„ 21 


Wisbeach, 8.S., to 26th. 


,; 23 


Whittlesea and a. to 


„ 28 


Huntingdon, S.S. 




30th. 


„ 29 


Kaston, S.S. 


May 1 


Finedon, and 2nd. 


;, 30 


Kaveley, B.S. 


» 3 


Higham-Ferrers, and 
Tth. 


May 1 Alconbury, S.S. 




„ 2 


Warboys, S.S. 


„ 6 


Raunds, and 6th. 


n 3 


Ramsey, S.S. 


8 


Eye, and 9th. 


» 8 


Tilney, n.A., Lynn Ct., 


,, 23 


Hatcliife and Lacehy to 




to the 12th. 




26th. 


„ 13 


Downham Sch. opened. 


June 25 
July 14 


Wrangle Chap, opened. 
Ludborough Chap.opnd. 


„ 16 


March, C.A., and a. to 
the 22nd. 


„ 30 


Kelstem. 


„ 26 


Boston, M.M. 


Auff. 9 


Bolingbroke, S.S. 


July 21 


Laoeby, M.M. 


„ 13 


^Hf*"'"**" 


Aug. 11 


SpiUby to the 16th. 
Tattershall, S.S. 
Holton, S.S., and 2nd. 




„ 18 


» 20 


Moulton- Wash- Way 


Sep. 1 




Chapel ot-ened. 


„ 15 


Wintringham, C.A. 


,, 21 


Holbeach. 


„ 16 


Arkboroiigh, C.A. 
Goxhill, C.A. 


Sep. 8 


Kirkby, S.S. 


„ 17 


,, 10 


Coningsby, Day Sch. S., 


„ 29 


Aswardby, S.S. 




and 11th. 


„ 31 


Bamber. 


M 17 


Spalding, S.S. 
Bourne, S.S.,to the 3rd. 


Oct. 6 


Woolaston, C. A., to 11th. 


0^. 1 


„ 18 


Yaxley Chapel opened. 
Bedford Bible Meeting. 


» 8 


Boston. 


„ 15 


10 


Western, M.M. 


» 16 


Lidlington, C.A. 


11 


Dowsdale, C.A. 


„ 17 


Kemuston. 


» 12 


Moulton, C.A. 


„ 18 


Cardmgton. 


, 15 


Hunting! Ion, M.Ms., to 
the 25th. 


„ 20 


St. Neot.% M.M. 




;, 21 


Great Barford, C.A. 






» 23 


Bourne, C.A. 
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1844 




1845 


Oct. 24 


Etaby, C.A. 
Southville, S.S., London, 


Oct. 14 


„ 27 


„ 16 




to 30th. 


» 17 


Nov. 10 


Huntingdon Ct,. Ram- 
Bey, C.A. 




,, 11 


Upwood, C.A. 


„ 27 


„ 12 


Earith, C.A. 


Nov. 2 


M 18 


Needingworth, C.A. 


„ 4 


„ u 


Sawtiy, M.M. 


„ 9 


, 15 


Attenborough, M.M. 


,, 28 


„ 24 


UpweU, C.A. 
Wimbotaham, C.A. 


Dec. 9 


26 


,2,'..^ 


Dec 3 


Miningsby. 


1846 


» 5 


HaemabytothelSth. 
Holbaaob^and 16th,Spal- 


Jan. 11 


,; 16 


„ 18 




dic^a.,atM.M8.,to 


Feb. 15 
Mar. 5 


1845 




„ 16 


Jan. 5 


Boston a. to 2l8t, but 


" iS 




went to Holbeach 


» 26 




15th, Lynn 16th, Ter- 


„ 80 




rington 17th. 
East Halton to 13th. 


May 7 


J'eb. 9 


„ 17 


„ 16 


Grimsby to the 18th. 


„ 28 


„ 23 


Friskney to the 25th. 
Old Leake. 


June 1 


„ 26 


July 5 


n 27 


Wrangle, and 28th. 


„ 12 


Mar. 2 


Habrough Chap, opened. 
Spalding a. to 14th. 
Holbeach to 4th April. 


„ 26 


"8? 


Aug. 6 
„ 16 


Apr. 6 


Bourne to the 13th. 


" ? 


,, 20 


Biggleswade to 26th. 


„ 25 


„ 27 


Bnmstone Hill Schodl 






opened. Chatteris Ct. 


Sep. . 9 




to May 1st. 


„ 13 


May 4 


Lynn Ct. to 10th. 


„ 20 


„ 11 


Eye to the 13th. 


„ 21 


„ 16 


Sutton Bridge. 


" 23 


„ 18 


St. Neots Ct., Buckden, 


Oct. 1 




C. \., to 20th. 


» 4 


„ 21 


Bedford Ct. to 23rd. 




Atig. 3 


Hatton. 


,, 11 


,; 7 


Gedney Drove, C.A. 


„ 16 


„ 17 


Coningsby Day Schl. S.. 
High Toynton. 
East Kirby, S.S. 


„ 28 


', 28 


Nov. 3 


Sep. 14 


„ 8 


,, 21 
Oct. 6 


Sluing, M.M. 
Tliirobleby. 


„ 18 
„ 22 


M 9 


„ 27 


„ 10 


West Ashby. 


Dec. 6 


„ vz 


llgntingdon Ct. 


„ 13 



Minting. 

Hammeringham. 
Twyford Chapel opened. 

Melton Mowbray Ot. 

to 26th. 
Lincoln. 

UpweU, and 3rd. 
mmbotsham to 6th. 
Retford Ct to 17th. 
Tiverton to Dec. 8th. 
Dunster to 21st. 
Tetfoidto Jan.4tlL. 1846. 

Spilsby Ct. to 16th. 

Sibsey and Ct. to 30th. 

Binbrookand Ct. to 19th. 

Leake and Ct. to 13th. 

Spalding and Ct. 18th. 

London, VauxhaU, S.S. 

Boughton, C.A. 

Faversham. 

Biggleswade to IGth. 

Oakham to 25th. 

Melton Mowbray. 

Wrangle. 

Tetford. 

West Ashby. 

Kelstem. 

Hatton. 

Tumby- Wood-Side. 

Old Leake, S.S. 

Tattershall Bridge Chap. 

opened. 
Guttenham Chap. opnd. 
Laneham to 16th. 
London, Walworth, S.S. 
Vauxhall Tract Meeting 
Wartington. 

^^ haplwie Chap, opend. 
WooLaston and Ct. to 

8th. 
Belper to the 15th. 
Bingham to the 23rd. 
Tetford to Nov. let. 
Partney, M.M. 
Hessle Priory to 17th. 
Ea!»t Palton to 20th. 
Goxhill. 
Winteringham. 
Ilkeston to 11th. 
Lyuatol7th, M.Ma. 
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1847 

£ " ^ 

:f ^' " 

/«^f, „ 16 
^l „ 18 
i^' May 16 
'^ „ 23 

June 8 
, , 20 

July 11 

A- 2^ 
Aug. 8 

„ 22 



% 



Sep. 21 
Oct. 3 

Nov. 7 

» 21 

Deo. 5 
„ 26 

„ 27 
1848 
Jan. 2 

V 23 
Feb. 8 

„ 27 
Mar. 6 

„ 12 

:\t 

April 2 



Market* Rasefi to 14th. 
Long-Sutton to 2lBt. 
Boston to the 28th. 
Sleaford to the 7th. 
Binbrook to the 11 th. 
Hessle Priory to '22nd. 
Oakham to the 10th. 
Norwich, StPeter^and 

12th. 
Croyland. 
Bedditoh to 28th. 
Eye to the 19th. 
Donnington to 26th. 
Hagwoitbingham . 
Tetford to July 4th. 
Scambleaby, M.M. 
Kelstem. 

Coningsby Day Sch. S. 
London. Southvllle, S.S. 
Vauxhall, S.S. and Ct. 

to 3rd Sep. 
Stickford, C.A. 
Norwich to the SOth. 
Spaldinflr,S.S„ to 7th. 
Nottingnam to 19th. 
Bingham to the 28th. 
Long-Sutton to Nov. 4th. 
Hagworthingham, &c., 

fl.Ms., to 19th. 
Manby chapel opened, 

and CJt. to 26th. 
Redditch to the 22nd. 
Belper Pottery Chapel 

re-opened. 
Woodhouse. 

Tetford. 

MarketRa8en,Ct.tol4th. 
Binbrook to the 19th. 
Boston to the 2nd Feb. 
Nottingham to 8th. 
Hessle PriorytoMar. 8rd 
East Halton to 8th. 
Brimstone Hill, C.A. 
Bank Chapel, C.A. 
Crimpleshiam, C.A. 
New Bolingbroke, C.A. 
Boston to the SOth. 
Spilsby, Day School, 8., 
to the 7th. 



1 1848 


April 9 


}f 


26 




30 


May 


8 


tf 


7 


ft 


14 


June 


i 6 


July 


2 


tf 


1« 




28 


ft 


31 


Aug 


6 




27 


Sep. 


8 


ft 


10 


if 


17 


Oct. 


1 


t» 


8 


ft 


10 


ft 


11 


tt 


12 


ft 


17 


ft 


21 


ft 


27 


Nov. 


7 


tt 


19 


Dec 


8 


It 


10 


tt 


12 




13 


tt 


26 


1849 1 


Jan. 


21 


Feb. 


4 


ft 


18 


ft 


22 


Mar. 16 ] 


ft 


21 


May 


13 


}* 


20 



Huntingdon, C.A., to 
the 14th. 

Tetford, Easter Sunday. 

Binbrook Fair. 

Eye to May 1st. 

JIVfanea. 

Ilkeston to the 11th. 

Nottingham to 17th. 

Scamblesby, S.S. 

Toynton. 

Kirby Bane, C.A 

Hutton, C.A. 

New Leake, C.A. 

London, Walworth. 
Vauxhall, Norwood 
Lambeth, Southvillc 
Battersea Chapels, tc 
the 21st. 

Nottingham to 1st Sep. 

Ilkeston, to the 6th. 

Laneham to the 12th. 

Spalding andCt. to 26th. 

Colsterworth Chapel re- 
opened ; other villages 
on 8rd, 4th and 6tn. 

Hemingsby. 

Hornoastle. 

Minting. 

Hemingsby, and 18th. 

Wragby to the 20th. 

Stamford M.Ms, to 26th. 

Oundle to the 1st Nov. 

Scamblesbv. 

Derby to the 1st. Deo. 

Southwell to the 6th. 

Stapleford Chapel re- 
opened. 

Heage C.A. 

Filey to the 20th. 

Tetford to Jan. 4th, 
1849. 

Boston to the 81st. 

Spalding to the 8th. 

lYiskney C.A. 

Wainfleet. 

Hessle Priory to 20th. 

Rotherham to 20th. 

Ashbv-de-la-Zouch, at 

M.M8., to 16th. 
Long-Button, and 2l8t. 
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1849 I 
May 27 

June 8 
„ 10 

„ 171 
July ll 

,, 23! 
Aug. 6 



„ 12 

» 19 

„ 21 

., 29 

Sop. 3 

„ 16 

„ 23 

,, 27 

„ 80 

Oct. 2 

„ 3 

;: 14 

„ 80 



Nottinjfluuii, Town Mis- 
sions. 
Bamber, S.S. 
Homoastle. 



Nov. 


6 


ti 


9 


tt 


14 


" 


18 




23 


D^o. 


9 


jj 


12 


f} 


24 




30 


1850 1 


Jan. 


1 


tr 


4 


tt 


11 


ff 


12 


tt 


13 


ti 


16 


Feb. 


3 


»y 


10 


}f 


11 


ff 


17 




24 


Mar 


10 


ff 


17 



Tetford Day School S. 

FuUetb:^. 

London, Walworth, Nor- 
wood, Bamet, South- 
ville, up to 9tii. 

Nottingham to 16th. 

Tansley. 

Crick, C.A. 

Belchford and Hatton, 
to Sep. 2nd. 

Spalding to 12th. 

Loughborough, k 17th. 

Arnold, C.A.. and 24th. 

Faroet Chapw re-opening. 

Brimstone Hill, and Oct. 
Ist. 

Bank Chapel, C.A. 

Doddington. 

Upwell to the 7th. 

Brampton to 2l8t. 

Melton-Mowbray to Nov. 
5th. 

East Bridffeford. 

Surfleet, C.A. 

Halton to the I7th. 

Woolton. 

Ferriby. 

Tetford. 

Derby to the 2l8t. 

Leicester to the 26th. 

Bamber. 

Homcastle. 
Tetford. 
Scamblesby. 
Lusby. 

Beverley to 15th. 
Huddersfieldto Feb. Ist. 
Greasbro' to the 6th. 
Homcastle. 

New York Chapel open- 
ing. 
Binbrook to the 2l8t. 
Huddersfield to 28th. 
Halton Vestry opened. 
Bardney. 



1860 

Apr. 3 
„ 11 
,, 28 

May 5 
» 12 

June 2 
„ 11 
„ 12 

- iS 
„ 30 

July 17 
„ 21 

Aug. 4 
.. 18 



Sep. 15 

„ 29 

Oct. 8 

„ 20 

" ll 

„ 28 

Nov. 3 

" I 

" IS 

" 14 

" 15 

" 17 

;; 24 

Dec. 8 





22 


f> 


25 


1851 


Jan. 


2 


>> 


5 




12 


Mar 


2 


t* 


12 



Spalding to the 9th. 

Tenterden to 24th. 

Rud'iington Sch. opened. 

Eye to the 7th. 

Tipton, S.S. to 20th. 

Firth Bank. 

Hagworthingtuun. 

Lusby. 

Nottingham to 20th. 

New Bolingbroke. 

Toynton. 

Lincoln. 

Sheffield, S.S., to 12th. 

Brigg to the 20th. 

liondon, Walworth, C. A.. 

other collections up 

to Sep. 9th. 
Loughborough, M . M. , 

and 16th. 
Tetford. 

Uttoxeter to 26th. 
Spaldin^r to Oct. 2nd. 
Butterwick Chapel re- 
opening. 
Miningsby, M.M. 
Sleaford to the 18th. 
Baveley. 
Welton, M.M. 
Coniiigsby. C.A. 
Wymeswold, M.M., Ac. 
Bilton, C.A. 
Edwinistow. 
Spilaby, S.S. 
Partney, M.M. 
Baithby, M.M. 
Wragbvtothe22nd. 
Wolverhampton to 6th 

Dec. 
Greenly oil the HiUs,4cc. 

to 17th. 
Mavis Enderby, M.M. 
Boston Orphan opened. 
HagworthmghtuQ toJan. 

Ist, 1851. 

HomcasUei 
New Bolingbroke. 
Cornwall to Feh. 18th. 
Binbrook to the 9th. 
Mirfteld, was taken ill, 
and remained to 20th. 
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1851 
Apr. 27 
May 4 
„ 6 

„ 11 
„ 18 
„ 20 

„ Jil 

June 8 

July 6 

„ 13 

„ 20 

„ 29 

Aug. 3 

„ 10 

„ 31 



Sep 


7 


>> 


14 


}f 


21 




28 


Oct. 


5 


ff 


10 


tt 


19 


Deo. 


14 


»> 


17 


1852 


Jan. 


2 




4 
11 


ff 


18 


Fek 


26 
8 


ff 


22 


9» 


29 


Mar. 


7 


9* 


14 


Apr. 


11 




12 

18 

25 

2 




9 


ff 


16 



Bedford, 4^a, to 30th. 
Hardwick and 5th. 
Western, 7th Leverton, 

8th Drayton. 
Tipton S.8., to 16th. 
Nottingham, and 19th. 
Bamby. 
Balderton. 
Donnington. 
Little Deeping. S.S. 
Revesby. 
Lincoln. 
Brough. 

New Radford to <th. 
London, Walworth, S.S. 

to nth. 

Leeds, Wesley Chapel to 

Sep. 5th. 
Uttoxeter to the 12th. 
Hagworthingham. 
Spalding to the 24th. 
Haltontothe30th. 
St. Neots to the 9th. 
Spalding to the 13th. 
Cornwall to Deo. 8th. 
Abbotsley Chapel opnd. 

& at St. Neots to 15th. 
Hagworthingham, &o., 

to 28th. 

Homcastle. 
Leek to the 9th. 
Ashbourne to 16th. 
Ladridge Chapel opened 
and Leek Ct. to 23rd. 
Stafford to the 30th. 
Hagworthingham &o., 

to 7th. 
Harby to the 26th. 
Navenby and Ct. to 5th 

March. 
Sleaford to the 11th. 
Real, S.S. 

Miningsby,Good Friday. 
Ferry, C.A. 
Epworth. 

Boughton to the 28rd. 
Tenterden to 29th. 
Nottinflfham, and 8rd. 
Tipton, S.8., to 11th. 
Welton. 



1852 
May 28 

t" ^ 
June 6 

„ 13 

„ 20 

„ 25 

July 4 

„ 11 
„ 25 

Aug. 1 
„ 8 
„ 16 
„ 16 
„ 17 
„ 18 
„ 29 
„ 80 

Sep. 4 
„ 12 

:;^ 

Oct. 17 
„ 24 
„ 31 

Nov. 11 
„ 14 

„ 28 

Dec. 80 

1853 
Jan. 2 
„ 7 

„ 23 

„ 30 

Feb. 20 

Apr. 10 

" 1^ 

„ 24 

May 1 

" 8 

" is 

„ 29 
June 5 

„ 19 
July 8 

., 10 



Tunstall to the 28th. 
Longton to June 5th. 
Leicester to the 11th. 
Lincoln to the 16th. 
Tansley, S.S., to 23rd. 
Wigan to July 2nd. 
Oakthorpe and Ashby 

Ct. to9th. 
March to the 14th. 
London, Southville, and 

26th. 
Walworth, and 2nd. 
Downham, and 9th. 
New Basfoixi. 
Nottingham. 
Carlton. 
Riiddington. 
Cotgrave. 
Carrington. 
Thimbleby, S.S. 
Liverpool to the 15th. 
Fulletby. 

Bedford Ct. to 8th Oct. 
Wragby to the 22nd. 
Caulby. 

Chatteris to Nov. 8rd. 
Homcastle Ct. 
Leeds Wesley Chapel to 

the 24th. 
Merthyr-Tydvil to 28th 

Dec. 
Tetford. 

Homcastle. 
Tetford. 
Wragby to 20th. 
Markfield to 27th. 
Middlesbro'to Feb.llth. 
Friskney to 27th. 
Dover to the 16th. 
Ashford to the 22nd. 
Woodchurch. 
Nottingham, and 2nd. 
Ootham. 

Tipton, S.S., to 13th. 
Famsiield to 18th. 
Homcastle. 
Barton to the 9th. 
Skipsea, M.Ms., to 24th. 
Tansley, S.S., to 8th. 
Draycott to the 14 th. 
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1«5S 


July 17 
on 


*> 
Aug 


7 


tf 


14 


>» 


21 


ff 


28 


Sep. 


11 


tt 


21 


ft 


25 


Oct. 


2 


»» 


9 


yy 


10 


» 


18 


If 


16 


If 


•28 


tt 


80 


Nov. 


1 


i» 


27 


Dae. 


4 


»» 


14 


t> 


17 


If 


25 


1854 


Jan. 


1 


II 


8 


Feb. 


5 


tf 


9 




26 


Mar. 


5 


II 


12 


II 


17 


II 


26 


Apr. 


2 


I» 


7 


>» 


8 


II 


9 


II 


16 


ff 


20 


ft 


23 


ft 


30 


May 


7 


ft 


11 


ff 


14 


ft 


21 


June 


28 

4 



Wyiall to the 19th. 
Ruddington, M.M. > 

RatolifTe Bridge, 8.S., ! 

to 12th. 
Barrow, 8.8., to 18th. 
Hagworthingham. 
Kegworth Chapel re- ! 

opened. | 

Aihton to the 20th. 
8ta1eybridge, 8.8. 
Howton-onHUl, * 26th. 
Droylflden to the 5th. 
Wragby, C.A. 
Dowsdale, C.A. 
Moorby. 

Ruddington to 19th. 
8palding to the 27th. 
Kirbybane, and 31st. 
Wisbeach to the 9th. 
Castle- Donington to Dec 

2nd. 
Nottingham to the 13th. 
Belchford. 

Downham to the 2l8t. 
Tetford. 

Homcastle, Ct., to 5th. 
Louth, Ct., to the 20th. 
Uyde and 8taleybridge 

to 8th. 
Droylsden. 

Brampton to 3rd March. 
Thomcliflfe to 10th. 
Eoclesfield to 16th. 
Alfreton, C.A. 
Sclby up to the 30th. 
Measham. 
Moira, C.A. 

Miningsby, Good Friday 
Draycott, and 10th. 
Tunbridge Wells to 19th. 
Sandhurst, and 21st. 
DoTer to the 28th. 
Tenterden to May 5th. 
Nottingham to 9th. 
Horsley- Wood house, 

and 12th. 
Tipton, S.8., to 18th. 
Wysall. S.8., to 24tb. 
Tetford. 
Tansley, S.8., to9th. 



1854 


June 14 


t» 


18 


ft 


25 


July 


2 


ft 


9 


it 


16 


It 


23 


ft 


25 


»t 


80 


Aug 


18 


ft 


20 


Sep. 


8 


»i 


10 


ft 


17 


Oct 


8 


If 


15 


II 


22 


II 


29 


Not, 


3 


ft 


26 


Dec 


3 


tf 


10 


tt 


17 


ft 


25 


ft 


27 


1855 


Jan. 


1 


ft 


7 


ft 


12 


ft 


14 


Feb. 




Apr. 


16 


ft 


20 


ft 


29 


May 


6 


II 


13 


ff 


20 


II 


27 


June 10 


ft 


17 


99 


24 



July 1 
» 29 

Aug. 5 

. 12 



NewRaafov^ to 1ft 
North.e«tT^M: JC, 

(Howdeo)^ to 23^ 
Skipeea, M.M , to at 
Meanwood to Sth, 
Ashton to the IStfa. 
Glosaop to tbe aOth. 
Duckinfield, and 24th. 
Northwich to 28th. 
Barrow, S.8., to Ai^ 

2nd. 
Brigsr, S.S., to 18th. 
Ratcfiffe Brid^re to 24tii 
Worksop to the 7th. 
8taleybridgre to 14th. 
Droyisden to 21flrt. 
flomcastleCt. tothelSth. 
BriggtothelZth. 
Spalding to 27th. 
Wellingboro'. 
Ely to the 16th. 
Burslem to 30tb. 
Manchester to the 7th. 
Bridlington to the 16th. 
Louth Ct., to the 22nd. 
Tetford. 
Hagworthingham . 

Homcastle, Ct, to 4th. 
Tickhill to the Uth. 
Thomolifife. 
Burton to 18th. 
He was unwell. 
Tunbridge Wells to 19th 
Sandhurst to the 27tb. 
Tenterden to May 4th. 
DoTortothelOth. 
Tipton, S.S , to the 16th. 
Nottingham to 24th. 
Skipsea, M.M., to 3l8t 
Tansley, 8.S., to 14th. 
Droylsden. 
Nottingham, C.A. and 

25th. 
Wysall, S.S., and 29th. 
Hathenage to the 12th. 
Barrow, S.S., to Aug. 

3rd. 
RadclifFe Bridge, S.S., 

to the lOtb. 
BunIemtoth«14th. 
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1855 


/.VflrarAw.ie 


iSiitWr 


„ 19 


Im 


„ 26 


SIdml iep. 2 


MeM* 


'* ,2 


i^t: 


- i^ 


}kmfr. 


'' ^ 


^ 


Oct. 2 


OrtilB' 


" 1? 


inoT,si 


. „ 13 


^ * 


" if 




"1 




•"S 




Nov. 4 

" 13 
" 18 

Dec. 2 




?i 




:; 27 

1856 


Jau. 1 


,1 


„ 6 


i3 


„ 20 


d 


„ 31 


Feb. 2 




M^.^? 


% 


:;^ 


r 


„ 26 


}} 




'^ 


May 4 


t 


» 11 




„ 26 


1 


M 27 


9 


June 1 


II 


;; 8 


J 


..16 




,. 22 



Alsager. 

Ferry to the 23rd. 

Hatton. 

Tetford to the 8th. 

Brampton, C.A.,tol4th. 

Ashover, S.S., to 18th. 

New Radford to 26th. 

Lenton, Notts. 

Bardney. 

Yaxley. 

Spalding to the 18th. 

lK>n^ Sutton, and 22nd. 

fielchford, and 24th. 

Hanningham. 

Buddington to Nov. 1st. 

Droylnden to the 8th. 

Manchester to the 16th. 

Halton to the 17th. 

Soamblesby. 

Wimbotsham, &c. 

Doncaster to the 6th. 

Tickhill tothel4th. 

Burslem to the 20th. 

East Bridgeford, S.S. to 

26, with M.Ms. &o. 

Worksop to the 31st. 

Homcastle. 
Binbrook to the llth. 
Burton to the 17th. 
Biddings to the 24th. 
Tetford. 

Old LeaVe, and 3rd. 
Boston Ct. to the 29th, 
Wainfleet Ct. to 4th. 
Prestoniield to 14th. 
Leeds, St. Peter's, to 

25th. 
Haltwistle and Nent- 

head, Garragill, dsc, 

to 20th April. 
Ropsley to the 9th. 
Tipton, S.S., to 14th. 
Nottingham, and 26th. 
Gotham. 

Market-Rasen to 6th. 
Miningsby, Good Friday 
Ringley to the 12th. 
Bufi^awton to the 19th. 
Kiddings to the 2t>th. 



1866 
June 29 


July 


6 


)} 


13 




20 


» 


27 


Aug. 


3 


ft 


10 


ft 


17 


ft 


24 


Sep. 


1 


ft 


3 


ft 


14 


tt 


21 


Oct. 


5 


tt 


17 




19 


Nov. 


2 


tt 


9 


tt 


16 




23 




30 


Dec. 


3 


tt 


4 


tt 


7 


tt 


14 


i&/^ 


Jan. 


1 


t i 


11 


Feb. 


8 


ft 


16 


it 


22 


Mar 


1 


ft 


8 




]5 


tt 


22 




29 


Apr 


6 


tt 


17 


ft 


26 


May 


24 


tf 


31 


June 5 


tt 


10 




14 


t* 


21 


tt 


26 



Einoulton to July 3rd. 
Tansley, S.S., and 7th. 
Bedditch to the 17th. 
Doncaster to the 25th. 
New Radford to 30th. 
Ratcliffe Bridge, S.S., 

to 7th. 
Barrow, S.S., to 14th. 
Whitchurch to the 21st. 
Leeds, St. Peter's. 
Ashover, and 2nd. 
Clay Cross to the 5th. 
Manchester to 18th. 
Birmingham to 25th. 
HaUfaxtotheieth. 
Southowram. 
Winteringham to 80th. 
Spalding to the 6th. 
Thome to the 14th. 
Manchester to 20th. 
Newark to the 26th. 
Ruddington. 
Nottiii^iam. 
Wysall. 

Bramptou to the 12th. 
Coningsby, M.M., to 19. 
Tetford to the 31st. 

Homcastle Ct. to 6th. 

Hull to the 20th. 

Lincoln, reopening New- 
port Chapel, to 10th. 

Bngg, S.S., to the 20th. 

Caistor, C.A., to 24th. 

Birmingham to 5th. 

ThomcUffe to the 12th. 

Rotherham to l^e 19th. 

Ecolesfield to the 27th. 

Ringley to the 2nd April 

Manchester to the 7th. 

Sleaford to the 19th. 

Garragill,Nenthead, <Sro., 
to May 17th. 

East Bridffeford to 28th. 

Sklpsea, M.M., to June 
2nd. 

Great Bridge to 9th. 

Buglawton to the 12th. 

Newark to the 18th. 

Tansley to the 24th. 

Wysall to the yoth. 
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1857 




1868 




July 6 


Ratcliffa, Notts, C.A., 


„ 2S 


Sheffield to the 30tL. 




andetfi. 


May 10 


TetfonL 


„ 12 


Redditoh, S.S., to 16th. 


„ 16 


EastBridg«fordto20tlL 


„ 17 


Syersou. 


« 28 


Skipsea, M.M., to26th. 


„ 19 


lAngworth, and 20th. 


,, 80 


Thoresby,S.S.,and3lBt. 


„ 26 


Hatton. 


■ June 1 


Cleethorpea. 


Aug. 2 


Ratcliffe Bridge, S.S., 


1 " 2 


Brigsley; foil sick. 




to 6th. 


Sep. 26 
Oct 7 


Tansley, 8.S., to 30th. 


„ 9 


Barrow. S.B., to ISth. 
Tetford. 


Staincroes, and 8th. 


„ 16 


„ 10 


New Leake, and llth. 


„ 23 


New Radford Notte, 


„ 12 






S.S., to 26th. 


„ 17 


Bardney, C.A. 


„ 80 


Hollingaend to Slert. 


„ 22 


Moorby, C.A. 


Sep. 7 


Newport-Pagnell to the 


„ 26 


Lushby, C.A. 




nth. 


„ 81 


Armley, M.M., to 4tb 


„ 13 


^^^le^!"""' ®*®" 


Not. 14 


Nov. 
Northampton to 19tL 


„ 20 


Ashover, C.A., to 22nd. 


„ 21 


Dunstable to Dec. 3ni 


„ 27 


Saltby, to Oct. 2nd. 
Spalding, S.8., to 7th. 
iStford. 


Dec. 6 


Newark to the 17th. 


Oct. 4 


„ 26 


Tetford. 


„ 11 


„ 81 


Grimsby. 


„ 26 


Northampton to 29th. 


1869 




Nor. 1 


North Cave, M.M., to 


Jan. 1 


Homcastle. 




6th. 


„ 3 


Laoeby to the 12th. 


„ 8 


Cropwell-Bishop, & 9th. 
Stiokney Chapel opened 


„ 16 


HuU to the 20th. 


,, 16 


„ 23 


Grainthorpeto26th. 


M 22 


to 19th. 
Dunstable to Dec. 8rd. 


:: i 


Brigsley. 
Go^iU. 


Deo. 6 


Armley to the 11th. 


Feb. 6 


Stockport to 18th, 


„ 13 


Brampton to 18th. 


» 27 


Hyde to Maroh ^rd. 


„ 20 


Wakefield to the 23rd. 


Mar. 20 


London, Sonthwarka, 
and Croydon to April 


,, 25 


Tetford. 




„ 27 


Laoeby. 




nth. 


28 


Tetney. 


Apr. 14 


Dunstable, and 16th. 


„ 29 


Brigsley Chapel opened. 


„ 20 




„ 30 


Keelby. 


May 1 


Colsterworthtodrd. 


1868 




„ 6 


Syersoii, C.A. 
Sheffield, S.S., and 9th. 


Jan. 1 


Homoastle. 


„ 8 


„ 8 


Tetford to the 7th. 


,; 10 


Thomeliffe, and llth. 


„ 10 


Hull to the 19th. 


ff 


Mmingsby,Qood Friday. 


„ 24 Rotherham to 29th. 


n 17 


Tetford. 


,, 31 1 Sheffield to Feb. 4th. 


„ 22 


Waltham, GrimAy, to 


Feb. 7 1 Stockport to 12th. 
„ 141 Manchester to 21st. 




the 23rd. 


„ 29 


Winteringham, & 80th. 


„ 28 Newark to 6th March. 


June 3 


Hagnaby-Look, Chapel 


Mar. 14 ! Lincoln to the 18th. 


opened. 


„ 


Mimng8by,Good Friday. 


„ 13 1 Tetford. 


Apr. 4 


Hyde to the 8th. 


„ 19, Fulletby. 


„ 11 


Newton Heath to 14th. 


„ 26 Tansley, S.8., to 80th. 


„ 16 Manchester to 2l8t. 11 


July 6 Grimsby, Home - Mil- 


„ 22 


Stockport, and 23rd. II 


1 


sions. 
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June 17 

» 24, 

July 13 

» iS 

n 22 

Aug. 19 
Stp. 28 

OA. 7 

M H 

„ 28 
Nov. 2 



Luton to the 19th. 

Laoeby, S.8. 

Caistor. 

Bedditoh, S.S., to Aug. 
8th. 

Hatton. 

Brigg, S.S., and 16th. 

Bourne to the 22nd. 

Sheffield, 8.8., to Sep- 
tember Ist. 

Kii-ton ( Boston) & 12th. 

New ConinG[Bby. 

Boston to tiiel6th. 

Biogham to the 20th. 

Armley, M.M., to Oct. 
4th. 

Kirbvbane. 

Northampton to 2l8t. 

Attercliffe, and 24th. 

Kermingham. 

Buxton to No7. Srd. 

Barton to the 30th. 

Rochdale to the 21st. 

Out of health. 

Tetford. 

Stockport to the 17th. 

Manchester to 23rd. 

Tetford, and 29th. 

Grantham to 11th. 

Edwinstow to 17th. 

OoxhiU Day 8oh. k 2nd. 

Miniiigsby. 

bleaford to the 19th. 

Leighton'Buzsard, C.A., 

Ac, to 27th. 
Dunstable Ct. to SthMav. 
Wysall, S.S., and 18th. 
Tansley, 8.S., to 28th. 
Bingham and Plungar 

ifth. 
Ruskington to the 19th. 
Honi castle. 
Bourne to the i!4th. 
Btannington Chap. open. 

ed, and to 25th. 
Brigg, 2».S., to llth. 
Armfoy, M.M., to 24th. 
Northampton toNov.lst. 
Jjondon, 8pitalfields, to 

the tfth. 



1860 




Nor. 9 


City Road to the 16th. 


„ 18 


Southwark,C.A.,to29th. 


Dec. 28 


Tetford to Feb. 20th. 


1861 




Feb. 21 


Hagworthingham to26th 


Mar. 8 


Stockport to the 7th. 


„ 10 


Wilmslow. 


Apr. 14 


Thoresby Dav Sch. to 
the 18th, and Grimsby 






to 24th. 


May 6 


East Bridgefoid to 9th. 


„ 12 


Bametby to the 14th; 


,, 28 


Broughton to the 29th. 


„ 30 


Faversham. 


June 2 


Sittingboume. 


• „ 4 


Woodchurch, and 5th. 


„ » 


Sheffield, 8. 8., to 13th. 


, 23 


Tansley, 8.8., to 27th. 
Coningsby to July 1st. 


„ 80 


July 7 


Terrlngton to 12th. 


» 14 


Ruskington to 17th. 


„ 21 


Luton to the 25th. 


„ 5^8 


Dunstable to Aug. 2nd. 
RedditchtotheSth. 


Aug. 4 


,; 11 


Barton to the 13th. 


„ 14 


Bonby CJhapel opened. 
Brigg, 8.8., to the 26th. 
Armley, M.M., to Oct. 


8ep. 22 


» 29 




10th. 


Oct. 13 


Bramley to the 17th. 


„ 27 


Northampton to 81st. * 
Brixworth. 


Nov. 8 


„ 10 


London, Southwark, ta 




14th. 


„ 17 


Sittingboume to 2l8t. 


» 24 


London, Peckham. 


„ 25 


Southwark to 10th Deo. 


Dec. 12 


Brentford, C.A. 


„ 16 


Barking, and 16th. 
Tetford to Jan. 8th. 


„ 25 


1862 




Jan. 10 


Bardney. 


„ 12 
Feb. 2 


Rotherham to 2Srd. 


Stockport to the 7th. 


„ » 


Wilmslow to the llth. 


„ 28 


Shipley to March 6th. 


Mar. 16 


Headingley to 19th. 


„ 30 


Doncuster to April 5th. 
Braithwell to the 10th. 


Anr. 6 
May 18 


Sittingboume to 27th. 


June 8 


Sheffield, C.A., to 14tb. 



384 



ITINERARY. 



1862 




1863 




June 15 


Woodhouae to 18th. 


June 21 


Tansley, R.S., to 25th- 


„ 22 


Tanslev, S.S., to 24tb. 
Scamblesby to 30th. 


» 28 


New Radford, 8.S., to 


M 29 




July Ist. 


July 6 


Sleaford to the 7th. 


July 6 


Oldham, and the 7th. 


,, IS 


Luton to the 17th. 


,, 9 


Hemingsby, C.A. 


,, 20 


Kettering to the 24th. 


Ang. 2 


Wednesbury, S.S., to 


M 27 


New Radford, Notte. 




12th. 


Aug. 8 


Redditch to the 7th. 


„ 17 


Tetford. 


„ 10 


Manchester to the 2l8t. 


„ 23 


Brigg, S.S., and 7th. 


» 24 


Brigg, .S.S., to 25th. 


Sep. 6 


Sep. 20 


Tetf ord to the 28th. 


Oct. 4 


RaShby,C.A., 


Oct. 6 


Armley to 20th, M.M. 


„ 25 


Armley to Nov.5th,M. M. 


„ 27 


Laceby, and 28th. 


1 Nov. 22 


Barton to the 27th. 


» 80 


Barkwith. 


iDec. 20 


Uloeby. 
Qoxhill. 


Nov. 2 


Wragby. 


,, 22 


» 8 


Ecclesfield. 


„ %i Tetford. 


„ 16 


Fishtoft to the 19th. 


1864 




„ 23 


Sittinffboume to 27th. 
Stroud to Deo. 4th. 


Jan. 4 


Homcastle. 


„ SO 


» 27 


Louth. 


Dec. 8 


London to the 22nd. 


Feb. 11 


Tetford. 


1863 




„ 18 


Do. 


Jan. 


Afflicted. 


;; 25 Do. 


Feb. 8 


Tetford to the 10th. 


Mar. 8 | Legboume. 


„ 16 


Laceby to the 24th. 


„ 16 Laceby. 


Mar. 1 


Homcaatle. 


„ 25 


Alford. 


„ 8 


KelstemtothelOth. 


April 24 


Louth. 


„ 15 


Wednesbury, C.A., to 


May 29 Hagworthingham. 




25th. 


June 19 


Tansley, S.S., to21et. 


Apr. 12 


Dunstable to the 16th. 


„ 26 
July 3 


New Radford to 29th.. 


,, 26 


Stickney to 27th. 


Scamblesby, ^.S. 


^unel8 


Bingham, Plungar, to 


;:!? 


Theddlethorpe. S.S. 
Hatton, and Idth. 



i\xi.i%. 



H. W. WALKER, FBINTEB, BRIGQATE, LEEDS. 



